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0. the Firſt SuNDaY in ADVENT. 
LUKE xx. 27, 28. 
Then ſhall they 
in a cloud with great power and majeſty. = 
when theſe things begin to come to paſs, look 


up and lift up your heads : your redemp- 
tion is at hand. eats Bo. at: 
I. The laſt judgment is nigh, precarious, and 


terrible, ' 
II. Is inevitable, 6 and public: and 
HI. I final, deciſtve, and admitting no apeal. 2 
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. MATTHEW (Xi, 4, 3, 4, 8, 6. 


When John had heard in priſon the works of Chriſt, 
_ [lending two of his diſciples, he ſay' d to him: 
- Ar't thou he who fs to come, or look we for 


another? And anſwer, ſay d to 
them: Go and report to John what you have 
heard and ſeen: T blind ſee, the Jarke: walk, 
lepers are made clean, to the poor the goſpel is 
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1. The main obſtacles they ought to ſtruggle to 
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6. the Fourth Sanpar luer the YT 
S. MAT HEW vii. 24, 25, 26. 

Aid lo! a — aroſe in the ſea, ſo * 4 
boat was cover d with waves, but JIxs us flept. 
And his diſci 
maying : Lord ſave us: We And he 

Ay th to them: Why are ye Kala. O Ne of 
"litle faith ? Then riſing up he commanded” the 
| Winds and the ſea, and there enſued * great calm. 
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F. MATTHEW | XX. 4, 16. 


Go ye. into my vineyard and what ſhalk be juſt L 


will give ou 
few choſen. 5 93 
I, Acling well is the infallible. means of aſceitain- 


| 2 5 our predeſtination to eternal ha 2 Jos and 
is. 


Jing ill, or not afling well, e ſure cauſe: 
0 Wen to eternal l miſery. 1 94 


On  SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 
LE 117 viii. 5˙08, 75 8, 11. 
The f ſower went forth to ſow his ſeed : And, while 
he ſoweth, «fonie fell by the why-hde, and was 
/ trade upon. Some fell upon the rock 
and, being ſhot up, wither'd ... Other-ſome 
fell among thorns; and the thorns, grown up 
with, choak'd ih: And other- ſome fell _ 
ground and, being thot up, yielded ' fruit 
i hundred-<61d..- V. by! Mow" feed is _— word of 
Or 109 vil © Page 102 
I. The fe miſtake, bidde sade fruit- 
leſs, relates to the preacher who ſpeaks, 


n ne ſeven to the divine-word which ſpoken: 
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oo EIT IN RIG e 
St. LUKE xviii. 31, to 34- 


Ixsys took the twelve and ſaid to them: Behold, 


we go up to Jexuſalem, And all things ſhall be 
©. fulfilld which were written 7007 . rophets of 
„the ſon of man. For he ſh liver'd. to 
the Gentils: and ſhall be ble and ſcourged 
4 And after they have ſcourged him 
they a L and the third day he ſhall riſe 
again. And 375 underſtood none of theſe 
. | 110 
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t art of rendering them uſeful is, to 
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internal intercourſe with them from the very 
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And when he had oaſt-out the devil, the dumb 


man ſpoke and the crouds were aſtonilh'd. 140 
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1 The abuſes committed in the Holy Sacrament of | 
- Penance, by which the . confeſſions of a; multi- 
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dot, becauſe you are not of Gop - 
therefore anſwer'd and ſaid to him, do not we 


 Inconſtancy'in good, is one of the evils we have 
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K. JOHN, viii. 43, 48, 49. 


Jesvs ſaith to the Jews: He, who is of Go., 


heareth the words of Gop: Therefore you hear 
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f OF that thou ar't a Samaritan and has't 4 
devil? . r. ſtones therefore to caſt 
at him. But Jeſus hid himſelf and W — 
the tem 

I. Every delay of giving, ourſelves Gncetely'to Goo 
is a — — In-as-much as it is a 
rude flight (not to call it a groſs abuſe) of the 
Divine Grace : And 

II. It is a ſtupid exceſs of raſhneſs : In-as-much as 
it 18 prefumptuouſly hazarding a total abandon of 


Divine Grace and conſequent y of ne I 6m. | 
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On PALM Sonar, | 
St, MATTHEW xxi. 1, 7, 8, 9 
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| When: Ixsus and his diſciples: drew nigh to Jeru- 


ſalem; they brought an aſs with it's colt; and 
lay'd their garments upon them, and made him 
ſit thereon. And a very great multitude ſpread 
their garments in the way; and others, did cut 
boughs from the trees, and ſtrew'd them in the 
way: And the crouds, which went before and 
which follow d, cried- out ſaying Neſanna io the 
Son of David 175. 


moſt eauſe to dread #- - 


T Becauſe it is mingled in our very nature; with. 
our general corruption; and therefore me 


S rent 1 it from our 3 


1 Becauſe it is the chief cauſe of ae to 


e e ee, 177 
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St. MARK xvi, 6, . 


es not diſmay'd: You ſeek Jxsus of Nazareth = 
who was crucified : He is riſen; he is not here. 


He goeth before you into Galilesz'"there*you- 


ſhall ſee him. 189 
I. What exquiſit comfort the myſtery of our dine 
Lord s reſurrection is capable of affen 


Chriſtians as take care to imitate hin in it, b LY 
Wn ſpiritual reſurrection. 8 
What this ſpiritual reſurrection muſt EE EI 


the midſt of occaſions ſought, or fore-ſeen and = and how 9 and maintain d. Wide 


not ſhun'd: And 


ſuch occaſions the penitent among 
will ly relapſe. = 
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4 On LOW 8 . 
= 87. JOHN xx. 1% e 
IJIrevs . in the mid ſt of his diſciples, 
3 and ſay*th to them: Peace be to you. 196 
1 - » Sr eee without peace : 


I That, They fek ee in vain, who ſeek it out 
of Gov, pea ibid. 


e Bag 1.7 *. 


r S. Ja 12. 

"ho ſhepherd giveth his life for his ſhee 
© ne 22 ; whoſe own the ſheep are not, 
eth the wo coming, nets: the ſheep 
3 bane ob Gf - gol 

| L The cauſes in gener] of the many ſcandals ta- 

: ken by Lange of veg IS. 

II. The of being e ac ſcandalized at your 


. The advanuges of not beingenſily ſcandalized 
at them: 
. „ from fuch 
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* Amen, FN ſay to you, that you ſhall weep 
3 3 = and- lament ; but the world ſhall rejoice: And 
4 you. ſball be made. forrowful; but your ſorrow 
| -/ ſhall be turn'd into joy... And you therefore, 
I now indeed, have Torrow : But I will ſee. you a 
dun, and your-heart ſhall rejoice ; and.your Joy 
1 +; no-one ſhall take from 5. 412 
| * The joy of 8 is matter of * —＋ 
= ity ; in-as-much-as it is a W ptom 
1 py bation to eternal woe : ws 2 
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age 


the comforter ſhall not come to you: But if * 
I will ſend Him to you. 218 
I. The nature of ſenſual attachments, and the 
marks to know them by : And 
II. The danger of ſuch attachments, and the me- 
thode © e | ibid 


'On the Fifth Sono after EASTER. 
St. JOHM i. 24. 


have not ask d any thing i in 
& and you ſhall receive; that — 


2 52 
nature and neceſſary conditions of pages: 


1. 4 The mud ves fac of i. 222 


XII. 


: On the Syxpay after the ASCENSION. 


c. JOHN xv. 26. 

When the Comforter cometh, whom I will ſend 
you from the Father ; the ſpirit of truth, who 

_ . proceedeth from the Father ; He will give teſti- 
mony of me: And you ſhall give teſtimony of me ; 
becauſe you are with me from the beginning. 22g 

1 The great” duty and advantages which fhould 
urge Catholics to give Teftimony of Chriſt 3 in 
the fanRtity of an edifying life: And 


| 1. The danger and dreadful —— of their 


giving Teſtimon * him, by the ſcandal of an 
regular K 2 226 
v. "xiv. wa? wy 0 


' On, the. Ne er Wiur,Sunpax. 
auß 4 St. JOHN xiv. 333. 
my word, and m 
Father will lovehim: And we r rr 
and will make abode with him. 22:76 29 
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which recervesthe 80 ud 
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1” LUKE xxi. 27, 28. - 


Then ſhall they fee the Son of Man coning in 
cloud with great power and majeſly. But when 
_ theſe begin to come to paſy; look up and lift up 
your beads: becauſe your redemption is at hand. 0 


AM not inſenſible, BzLover, how very high 

the torrent of infidelity runs in this age, but 
| eſpecially in this country; where anarchy pre- 
ſides over perſons and things; where all ideas are. 
huddled into incertainty, and where libertinage is 
miſtaken for liberty, imbecillity of mind for tree-"" 
dom of thought, and the falſe appearances of truth 
for truth itſelf. It is too glaring a fact to doubt 
of, that the prevail'ng majority in this miſguided 
land is a ſet of ſhallow ſelf-approving witlings, the 


tenderneſs of whoſe intelle&s, ſoften'd into impo- | 


tence by the corruption of a depraved heart, con- 
founds all myſtery with impoſition, faith with cre- 
dulity, piety with folly, and religion with ſlavery. 
Hence is it, that, unable to diſtinguiſii falſe glory 
from the true, they ſeek all their reputation of 
men of genius in coarſely ridiculing thoſe ſacred ir- 
refragable doctrines, which their groveling ſouls 
want as much the tpirit to practice as the power to 
reaſon away. Was it then to this unbelieving 
herd, that I purpoſe at preſent to addreſs my diſ- 
courſe; I ſhould begin at the wrong end, it, be- 
fore I diſplay the terrors of a general judgment, I 
did not firſt eſtabliſh, with invincible proofs, the 
certainty of it's future exiſtence. But in a Sermon 
to you, Chriſtians, the orthodoxy of whoſe faith 
renders that eaſy taſk a needleſs one, I ſhould deem 
it ne xcuſable tautology to waſte words in proving, 
what is believed and acknowledged. 
Lou are Chriſtians ; and therefore muſt be con- 
_ may A . reſurrection. Vou are Chriſ- 
us; and therefore muſt be appriſed of the great 
and dreadful judgment which vil tread pen 
heel of it. And you, all, profeſs to believe: that 
So himſelf is the judge who: will preſide there 
in perſon, to try the; living and the dend. Tel 


- 


does their conſtrain d belief or ſervile fear a 


Ah deateſt fellow eee be 
talc - 9 


viction, this pre-ſentiment, this inward b ief pro 
duce in you? How much better Chltien + Laic'h | 
make of you than of the moſt errant ſceptics: Or, 
8 2 more Juſtly, pu yn leſs criminal does 
it keep you than the moſt” confirm'd. miſcreants 7 
What be do you practice e 
And which of their vices 125 All öf yon tree from, 
if ſome of you do not qu ip the wort ty 
They (and where is the wonder?) are covetous 
haughty, lewd, revengeful, intemperite, Aothful by 
the ſervice of Gop and void of charity, mercy and 
juſtice to their fellow - ereaturtt: But lich of you, 
innocent enough of all'theſe fins to throw: the felt 
ſtone at them? Are not the beſt of you.all Eaten þ 
with vanity, felf-love, -peeviſhneſs, luke warne 


as well gh 1 £d ; 

but how is 
++ | ov 
belief vo ways a. kin to'that or the fchelftege 
of whom the holy apoſtle . Frm? nee 


tion? The very powers of darkneſs, as he wiſely. 
obſerves, believe and ſhudder ; But What, a 


them ? And-what will any eonvfction or petlie a. © 
vail you, which; like! theirs, is abortive ard Full 
lefs,? "Thou belreveſt thet there 1 Gov, faves 
apoſtle, a Gov who' will one day call tes tl 4 
vere, public, minute accgunt of all thy a&ions 
words, and even thoughts; nay omiſſions tos f 8 
Thou do ſt well: the devils alſa bhelich and tren 
aut works is dead? roo ; 


is all your belief to ſecure you from 'the fatal won 

ſequences Which that ud gmenẽỹ may . etdided 4 
with: if you take no Þaitis to be ih readineſs for it? . 
Uſeleſs are all your prefſentterrors, if they. are too. 

weak to keep you upon Mur guard againſt futur 
ones. And yet is not th the ce with mam ee 
you? Have you yet made aby*preparation for D, 
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ever confider'd i it in a truly ſerious light? Surely it minds every pre-poſſeſſion, which ſtands between 


is impoſſible. - Surely you have never weigh'd the you and evidence, it will be proper to examine into 
material circumſtances attending it; or 1 who the principal circumſtances attending the dreadful 
profeſs W urſelves Cathohſcs What is, faith 1 ſcrutiny i queſtion : Which I ſhall do by 9 
ers ofa crucified Chriſt an ſharers with Rim in ring it undef theſe general heads. 

the ſufferings and humiliation of his croſs ; you, I 

fay, would never copy, as too many of you do, the Hirst, As nigh at hand, precarious, and terrible. 
diffolute manners of thoſe, who either own him not * As inevitable, univerſal, and public: 


at all, or own rl. only to — 5 their guilt in 


diſobeying 4 1 okr by the pen Birdy, fel, detiſive, and admitting no 
of Erl, e, ts ye tells Fo, the bare ref Ro en on appeal. W "s 
your latter end is ſufficient to —— from ever xx ©. 0 criſis] Nice i criſis, on which a 


wer ſin. If this be lo, beloved, as after ſuch autho» * ty ſtakes are waſted to thydoobeful iſſue ? Dread 
Güngt doubt it to be; whence comes it, « Arbiter of that laſt ſolemn period | Take pity, 
| affair, and. yet. fi pies on 72 the ſame freedom; * choſen people, — with fruitleſs apprehen- 
ted of, nay abſolutely diſbe- 4 fions of — futures judgment and approaching 
$75 pott 0 fel an unending happineſs or 4 from us, and only give us ſuch a holy "fear as 
239516 then de indifferent “ grateful love creates, which, keeping us from 
ä = 1 85 bee 
preſume, is not c viour, may leave us nought to fear but all to 
580 Kt Bos is: *. Jou all ſigh after, — % hope whin thou ſhalt come our judge to « 4 the 
Filluion has ſeized faſt hold. of many of you, «the Bon of Aas, coming in @ cloud with great 
mp Bbc In; ® eplorable- fu between © power and majefiy,- With joy ſhall we Jook up, 
| — ICE 11 keeps ſome of you from re- demption is af 
ng te dag you are expoſed to: And the 
/ pro eh boldneſs o 1 This j joy however is not to be obtain'd but by e 
ou © der chat danger as leſs important, teſs'cer- previous taſte of ſorrow. It 8 will reap, Chriſti- 
ves eaſy by avoiding to d well ful hope is 2 ſorrowful ſedateneſs. They who ſeu 
4 1 null [diy Snag imaginations in tears ſball reap in jey, ſays the Plalmiſt. The 
. ; ook upon to be certain, becauſe wit coming of your Lord with joyful hopes of your ap- 
85 t reach, buoy'd up with the thi —.— n is to depreſs them at preſent 
FP faces at the remoteſt diſtance, menue your are prepared againſt the terrors 
How 5 air of f uncertainty. But ive me which will accompany his judgment: This howe- 
© your: preſent tranquillity, by awaki from ur memories with a recolleQion of the pridicipet 
the g fatal dream you 4 in, , to — — of it. 
ö 5 and weighty reaſons why you. ought to uſ is nigh at hand, is precarious, and terrible. It is \ 
-  uimoſt. — 5 eavours "to 9 Beaton, 4185 at band + For the nature of things aſſures us it 
; Bend till zou are thoroughly rouzed. Let it prove it to be ſo: And Gov' s eternal truth tells us 
uffice then for, the preſent to tell you that your e it is ſo. 
or bad fate you will be found in at which, beginning from the imperfect, tend to 
"IE » Judgment: The natural — of econ 7 to ripen into decay. And the 


crime: Remember your laſt things and you will ne- &© whole eternity depends! What great and weigh- 
that you. beth 4 7 15 tremble at this your, laſt. while there is yet a time for p pity on this thy 
1 7 EE hot the.ifſue of this impor-s. © wrath... O graciouſly remove all ſervile' terrors 
happy © or — giving thee offence while thou art ill our Sa- 
SALE $64, thin your backs upon it. But a dread- World by fire. $& when we fee Thee, 
. The all- venturing with joy lift oy bande, ſee that our ** ; 
preſumption makes others of 
Tr og pa it really is. And there- ans; you mult reſolve te /e, The ſeed of a joy- 
atify your paſſions with any way then to lift up your heads, at the ſecond. 
s of eſcaping, thoſe terrors vhich your cotrupt- with apprehenſion of his coming upon you una- 
We, gear brethren, tu undeceive vou. If I diſ- ver you will never do, unleſs you often refreſh + 
provide for your future ſecurity; There are many - J. The UDO rr. of Gop then, Beloved, 
However, which yon will never ſufficiently com- cannot be otherwiſe: A variety of concurring ſigns 
92175 vation or perdition abſolutely - depends All the eiks of ure bee alike iperitfteble-by- 
which ie, chat it is an affair of the higheſt moment down-hill race they run from maturity to —_ | 


* of * 't©.you all to live in a perpetual preparation for this * tion is livelily depicted to us in that miniature 


| "an 7 
- 
8 - 


# 5 el judgment. And now to ſet this infallible created inſtability, the roſe; which is ſome months 
. ä — acquiring the bloom n * 9 


morning which. ſue wis it in the zenith of it's beau- 
ty, is but the immediate harbinger of the night 


which is to deſtroy it. The |Sylylline prophecies, - 


revered. even by the graveſt fathers. of the church. 
confine. the duration of the world within the paren- 
theſis of ſix thouſand years: According to which 
compntation, if ſome chronologies be true, we are 
ſhutting up that parentheſis with the laſt century. 
And what makes this appear the more probable is, 
that, even in Solomaa's days, every thing was come 
to it's utmoſt Qion in nature, in arts and in 
ſciences, inſomuch, that, That wiſeſt of men tells 
us, that there was nothing new under the ſun: And 
all things ſince-then have been viſibly upon the de- 
cline. The vegetable creation has loſt it's virtues 
An part, or mankind their knowledge of them. The 
ſenſitive creatures are no more ſo robuſt as we read 
of old. Mankind itſelf are notoriouſly weaken'd in 
ſtrength, and in numbers, and in length of life. 
For one who now lives to the common age of our 
forefathers, thouſands die but with half the ſeeds 
of life in them: And deaths are remarkably more 
frequent than births. Even they, who rub on 
through a. half-rotten-life to old-age, have neither 
the ſagacity nor knowledge of — In ſhort, 
the whole creation has long been viſibly upon the 
' wain; it's principles of production ſeem to be al- 
moſt exhauſted, and the nature of things aſſures us, 
that the judgment which muſt ſucceed is nigh. at 
hand. A farther proof of which is the number of 
hereſies, hereſiarchs, infidels and profligates, falſe 
chrifts and lying prophets all, who have multiplied 
like locuſts, within theſe fe years paſt, and ſpread 
their abominations in the holy place of Gop's 
church. To which, if we add the frequent eclip- 
ſes ce volutions of oamets and other ſigns in the ſun, 
in the moon, and in the ſtars, the diſtreis of nations 
throughout the world, with wars and rumours of 


Wats, With ſ word, with fire, with famines and 


plagues and earthquakes, which aur. Saviour has fo 


plainly foretold us of; we cannot wellbe in aur ſen- 


Jes and not ſee, that a variety of cuncurring ſigns 
7 the dræadful period of, univerſal judgment nig 
band. And what is alone ſuſſi cent to remove 
every plea of iguorance is, that God's eternal 
cecuth tells us ſo: Acben ya fhall fer itheſe tbings, 
Jays Chiiſt, know 8 nigb eden at the 
Are. But this ſubjeft I ſhall enlarge upon eile 
where, “ ſoithat it is needleſs to ſay more upam ĩt 
at pteſont. Let. me/ only juſt remind uu, :Chriſti- 
ans, that nom, auen, as yourſelves, i you fare dot 
ceſol ved to ſhut ydur eyes, muſt ſee that be ſe things 
begin eto come to paſe; it is high time for you ta oak 
un and dit up. year beads, Berauſe gouf reurmptian 
i at band: That is, provided you are happily pre- 


lache ſenmon/ on the Lei Sey after Renu. 
. Ws '»h + | 


the doors; and therefore may overtak 


on may 
ing years, and quite confirm them in 


in ADVENT |» 3 


ond bu no leſs precariqus than the judgment it de- 
pends upon, and that is extremely fo. | 
It is qrecarinus ho ſoon or late it will be 
brought to paſs ; What, ſtate it will find you in, 
and in What ſtate it will leave you. 1 
How ſoon or how late the Son, of Man will come 
is a ſecret to all, your Saviour tells you, even to the 
angels of heaven. For nigh at hand as it is, ſome 
of you may die before it; and poſſihly all of you 
may live to be the ſad ſpeQators of it, even in your 
mortal fleſh. You can ſcarcely believe this? * All 
of us“ e cry? © Why ſome of usare ſtriek- 


cen in years, ſtanding on the threſhold of immor- 


No matter for that. You are ſtill in 
and the judgment of Gop is nigh even at 
e you, before 
you take your firſt leap to eternity. * Surely tis 
< impoſſible--* Why antichriſt is not yet come 
Heaven forbid it. He is the immediate fore-run- 
ner of the wrath of - Gop, and his reigu is to laſt 
but three years and a half, at the end of which the 
diſſolution of the World ſhall begin. What a pite- 
ous plight then would ſome of you he in, if after 
having lived twenty, forty, per 

in ſpiritual floth, perhaps in ſin, you ſhould have 
— three years and. a half to mend that life in, io 


* tality. 
the fle 


reparation to Gop, to conquer your invete- 


Tate habits, and acquire a ſufficient ſtock of grace 
and virtue to arm you againſt the wrath: of yourof- 
fended judge? And O my God, to what a fruitleis 
. — thou ſent me into 3 — my af, 
after a many years miniſtry withaut the having 
-wrought perhaps the full n of — 
ſoul, I ſhould have ſcarce a four 

to make a, freſh, eſſay? Forbid it, gracious Lend, 
forbid it. Or giue me firſt the ſacred forceto-melt 
the hearts of every ſinner {:converſe. with, to ſuuꝶ 


a true repentance, that, quite diſſolved into com- 


punction, the fer vor of one minutes pure contriti- 
efface in them. all the guilt of their preced- 
race. 
Them let thecheaſt appear and. warn us of 
ing, when eber thou pleaſeſt. L 22h 
Still Chri ſtians, who ö the mon- 
ſter ſhall not reign even now ? The world 
ently prepared to receive him. Rut ah l are qu 
as much prepared to reſiſt this emiſſary of hell whe 
mall try to /educe, if poſſible, æven the ala Ho 
ill · diſpoſed then are not you for that dread jud- 
ment which muſt enſue? And which it ĩs ſo preca - 


rious how ſoon or late ſhall come to-paſs? {f:you _ _ 2 
are not prepared fer it at ,preſent ; how will you = 


promiſe lves that you ſhall be:fo, when your: 


dangers increaſe, and even the ele&,. with all their 
a 2 — —— —6o Pl 1 wm 
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haps threeſcore years | 


ars leifure let 2 


is ſuſicĩi- 
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aſſurances of perſevering to the end. Tis then pre- 
carious quite what ſtate that judgment ſhall over- 
take you in ; -and conſequently muſt be equally pre- 


cariohs, what condition, whether of happineſs or 


miſery eternal, it will leave you in; ſince your ſen- 
tence to the one and the other will be wholly de- 
pendent on the good or bad ſtate you will be in, 
vrhen it overtakes you. You have nothing then to 
truſt to ſor your future ſafety on that precarious 
occaſion; but to your preſent fears and vigilance, 
"Watch then and pray that you enter not into temp- 
ization. For it is dreadful to fall into the hands of 
the living Gop, becauſe his judgment is terrible: 
It is terrible in the apparatus preceding it; ter- 
rible in the majeſty — it; and terrible in 
the conſequences which may ſucceed it. | 
What can be more repugnant to nature than the 
Fear-inflittitig preſages of that wrathful period! 
"The ſoul which is not entirely ſear'd and harden'd 
into humanity, cannot bear the conſideration of any 


of the cruel cataſtrophes which ſenſitive beings are 


Fabje& to, without an inbred ſhock. How then 
-could you be Chriſtians, or men, or even a part of 
the creation; if you could eye the convulſions of 


- aturey tho? but at a diſtance, without trembling 


with concern for it? No: To behold, tho' from far, 
the ruindus revolt of the air, the ſeas, the earth 
und the heavens, the de r war of 
the elements, and the ünparallel'd diſtreſs into 
which it will throw mankind, who will wither 
with very fear of what ſhall come upon the world; 
to behold all this, I ſay, tho? but in imagination, 
3s ſufficient to move your hearts, were they petri- 
fed with cruelty, to pity the unhappy mortals de- 
in' d to encounter this unutterable woe: Eſpeci- 


Ally as none of you can be certain, that, in pitying 


them you are not pitying yourſelves. And what a 


piteous ſituation muſt be theirs who ſhall be witneſ- 
fs to the dreadful prelude | Whither ſhall they fly 


From the many terrors ſurrounding them? You, 


:*Chriſtians;who have acquired ſuch a knack of dream 
- 3ng when broad-awake; now for a minute conſent 
io dream a little to the purpoſe. . Fancy yourſelves 

an the heart of a town taken by ſtorm and put to 


Pillage, ſword and flame: The houſes round you all 
on fire; beneath your feet a mine juſt ready to be 


rung; over your heads the crackling beams, mix- 


aug wich bombs, ' grenades and other heated miſ- 
<haets, fall chick about you, and excite a thouſand 
Terrors in ſyou, all worſe than the evils they can 
-cauſe, or you can feel from them. And to aug- 
ment your horror, what ſhrieks of widow'd wives 
ail your-cars; with grpans of parents robb'd of 
=al-their joy, and cries of orphans clinging to the 
amatgled: carcaſs: of a dying mother; of E 


W death to ſave a ſiſter's honour; of daugh- 
enn graſping a butcher in their arms to ſpatch a 
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father's life from the uplifted ſword? Ah! whi- 
ther is it ſafe to fly in ſuch a rueful ſtate? Turn to 
the right, a narrow lane of fire forbids you to ad- 
vance. Betake you to the left, a ſudden flood from 
various ſluices intercepts the paſs. Draw back you 
cannot; for death behind you breathes hot from e- 
very inſtrument of war. And if you look before 
you ; an armed band of bloody foes expect you, 
ready to diſpute your limbs between them. Ah 
what a wretched plight is this for poor unarm'd, 
defenccleſs mortals to be in; without a place of re- 
fuge; without the hopes of pity, of a friend to 
comfort, counſel or defend them! And yet all this 
itſelf is comfort, if compared with the leſs tolera- 
ble horrors of that day of ſtorm, when Gop ſhall 
come to judge the world by fire. For then the ve- 
air will be in flames, and the earth wilt quake 


ſrom it's very foundations; and leave it's mifera- 


ble inhabitants no ſpot to ſtand — in fafety. And 
yet to flee from it will be equally unfafe : For the 
ſea and waves will be agitated with tempeſts too 
dreadful to dare. And how will every mortal then 


be terrified each by the ſkrieks, and groans, and 


ſighs, and lamentaticns of the reſt, all men wither- 
ing for fear and expefation what ſhall come upon 
the world. The aid, the comfort or advice of 
friends will then be uſeleſs, when alt ſhall be in one 
1ad comfortleſs condition. For then the only uſe 
which friends or companions will be of to each- 
other ſhall be, to add the miſery and conſterna- 
tion of others to their own. And what will finiſh 
their diſtreſs is, that their fears will be ſwell'd to 
the ſummit of anguiſh by the manifeſt impoſſibility 


of ſhunning the objects which Ka u.. them. For 


in vain, ſays Chriſt, in vain, ſball they ſay to the 
mountains fall upon us, 'and to the bills cover us. 
No: they ſhall not have the privilege of dying till 

they have wearied every horror with tormentin 
them. Jn thoſe days, ſays he, men ſhall ſeek death 
and oY not find it ; and ſball deſire to die and death 

ſhall flee from them. a | 
Such, Chriſtians, ſuch will be the terrible appa- 
ratus to the general judgment. Judge you then, 
while you have power of reflection, what a ſtrength 
of grace and fund of virtue muſt be requiſite to en- 
able you at that-time to lift up your heads amidſt 
the general conſternation, to behold with joy the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with great power 
and majeſty. And conclude from thence, how 
much it behoves you to arm yourſelves with both, 
while you have time; that you may look up chear- 
fully in confidence that your redemption is nigh, 
But, alas, what are all the terrors I have mention- 
ed to thoſe which will attend the judgment itſelf, 
to which they are only a faint prologue. This! 
this ſhall make the very angels themſelves tremble, 
K 
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beaven ſball be ſbaten. Place yourſelves in fpirit 
in the valley of Feboſopbat ; and think you ſee 
the important aſſizes open'd. On right and left be- 
hold what innumerable - multitudes of heavenly le- 
gions ſit enthroned above, on radiant ſtars which 
they eclipſe with their ſuperior luftre. Nigh the 
imperial ſeat the Sacred Mother of the King of 
King's, cloatbed with the Sun and the Moon under 
ber feet, and on her head a crown of twelve ſtars: 
And next to her, her bleſſed faithful Spouſe and 
Guardian. Below the dread tribunal on the right, 
ſitting on twelve tranſparent ſeats, the honourable 
jury of the twelve Apoſtles deſtin'd to judge the 
twelve unfaithful tribes of Iſrael : Lower on the 
left, in the mid-region of the air, the prince of 
darkneſs and the innumerable train of his infernal 
hoſt ſtand ready to accuſe mankind, and to involve 
the Sog 
lower ſtill a multitude of people of every tribe and 
nation beſpread the vale, gather'd from every part 
and corner of the world by ſound of an angelic death- 
alarming trumpet, to receive the fentence they have 
earn'd of everlaſting happinefs or of unending woe. 
And now the court is ranged, the Book of Life is 
Placed before the judgment ſeat, at the opening of 
which, all muſt divide to the right and left in ſe- 
parate parties never more to join; Some to be 
call'd to an eternal crown, others to be ſunk into e- 
ternal fire. Ak chriſtians! What a terrible ſitua+ 
tion is this ? Uncertain on which fide ſhall be 
placed, how. will you tremble then! But ah your 
terrors are not at an end! Behold the Almighty 
Judge, the Son of Man coming in a cloud with great 
power and . „takes his ſeat. At his approach 
the earth trembles from its foundation, oy men 
withering with fear what ſhall come upon the 
world, The devils ſhudder at their impending 
ſhame, the angels themſelves are not unmoved with 
_ awe, and all tbe powers of beaven are ſbaken,” 
what a terrible ſcene! For how terrible muſt 
it not be to ſee the juſteſt of mankind, amidft their 
conſcious innocence, trembling with holy dread of 
their 8 But /ift up your beads, 
O happy ſouls | For, you ſhall be parted to the 
right: Look-up: For your redemption is at band. 
Enough is it for you, O wretched ſinners who have 
abuſed the mercies of your Saviour, to ſlirink with 
wild deſpair at the preſence of your judge. Well 
— you wring your hands, and knock your knees, 
gnaſh your teeth at the too horrible oonſequen 
ces you ſo juſtly foreſee are to ſucceed this fatal ter- 
rible judgment; terrible indeed to you who ſhall be 
parted from the righteous, whom you have ſo lo 
triumph'd over, to be placed on God's left hand; 
thence to be funk for ever into the ruin yow have 
purchaſed with ſo much idle induſtry. Call, call 
till you rend your throats, for refuge from your 


in their own irrevocable miſery: And 
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terrors, you ſhall call in vain. In vain ſhall you 


y to the mountains fall upon us and to the bills - 
r us.” For on that day, Y ou ſball ſeek death 


and ſhall not find it; and ſball deſire to die and death 
ſhall flee from you. For, one of the terrors attend- 
ing this. awful judgment, and that none of the leaſt, 
is, that it is not to! be ſhun'd.' 27 


II. It is even ſo, beloved fellow-chriſtians : This 
judgment is inevitable, univerſal, and muſt be 
public. | | 
It is inevitable, becauſe the eternal truth who has 
foretold it, is the all-ſeeing: judge who ſhall fulfil 
it; it is inevitable, becauſe his infinite mercy re- 
quires it: and it it is inevitable, becauſe his juſtice 
muſt be manifeſted by it. tao 
The Son of Man and Gop's eternal word and 
truth, have often told you of his ſecond coming to 
judge the world. Heaven and earth then fball paſs 
but bis word fbatl not paſs. It is not a bar of 
mortal judges, a judgment ſeat of temporal ſove- 
reigns, you are to be tried at. No: Tis the aw- 
ful tribunal of the King of kings, where even mo- 
narchs will a but criminals, and the world's 
proudeſt princes will have cauſe to ſhudder, Fhere 

1 muſt plead your cauſe before a judge whoſe 
—— is infinite, and whoſe wiſdom-untolds the 


moſt hidden ſecrets: A judge who examines into all 


things with his own eyes, without the neceſſity of 
recurring to uncertain witneſſes : And a judge of 
inflexible integrity, who pays no regard to perſons. 
Before him, the prince and the ant, the wit 
and the idiot, the learned and the illiterate will all 
be blended in one common undiftinguiſh'd croud of 
criminals. No favour, no ſurpriſe, no corruption 
wilt ſcreen them from the utmoſt ſeverity of his 
juſtice z if their crimes exceed the number of their 
virtues, or their virtues are not ſeaſon'd with per- 
ſeverance. No: Nothing but the goodneſs of thei! 

cauſe can guard them from the terrors of that day. 
For then there ſhall be no. bribing of witneſſes to 
Rifle, palliate, or puzzle truth; no corruption of 
council to fapport a bad plea: No moving ſpecta- 


cles or melting ſcenes of wives diſtreſt, or. weeping + - 


children, ſhall ſoften the ſeverity of God's decree, 
or ſcreen you from the rigour of his equity. It 
was in the ballance of this great equitable judge 
that — was weigh'd and found deficient; 
and in = = it is that many of CO 
be weigh'd, which you are apt to lay the greate 

freſs of your confidence upon.” And ah; how many 
of thoſe actions will be found, by clear-fighted' 


judge, extremely ſhort in weight of that merit 


tor you, with all your fancied goodneſs A 
on the whole, you-urg run nen ee 
PY Prance, wanting in the neceſſary weight of you 
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and virtue at that important junQure. Meep then, 
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divive, the lawyer, the phyſician, the ſoldier, the 


ſays the e 1ſaiab, for tbe day of the Lord is tradeſman, and the mechanic: the man of luxury 
near. Ye 


t don't imagine that barren tears will be 
ſufficient to obviate the terrors of it: No; Sigh 
and ſab. That is not enough: Cry ont miglitily 
and waſte your very lungs with crying out, Even 
that will not do. How! then, ſays the prophet. 
Still all, I fay, will not avail you; unleſs, while 
you have time, you join to your /howlings and la- 


mentations for your ſins the amendment of your 


muy fay, for this 1aſt judgment; e : 
4e Agua receives his eternal irrevocable: ſentence 
: 4 of happineſs or.mifery immediately after death? : 


— 


— 
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lives, the atonement for your offences, and the ac- 
ſition of that grace and virtue, Which alone can 


Teure you from deſpair on that dreadful mevitable 


table, J ſe, not only becauſe dhe eternal 


truth, who aſſures you of it, Will fulfill it; but e- 


ven becauſe his infinite m and juſtice require it. 
Nothing will make this cleaver to you, Chriſtians, 
than the ſolving a objection againſt 
the very doctrine and faith of a general judgment. 
For, what neceſſity-can there be, ſome miſoraants 
ince every in · 


Why, many reaſons de aſſigud to ꝓtove it 
neceſſary. Fir ft, the body, it is plain, is not com- 
priſed in the immedinte indictment after death. And 


Jet thut body has been an acaomplice in evil wath 


the ſoul lich is condemn'd ; or was a help-mate 
in the good bf that which · is glorĩiod. It is highly 


conſiftentthen-withthe- infinite mercy.end juſtice of @ working your ſaluation. Theſe, all and every one 


Gov; that ſecond trial be appointed for puniſn- 
ment of the me andre ward of the other. Second 


iin highly requiſite for the Glory of Gop and 
—— that His. tial equi- 


tyito all; whether good, or bad, ſhould. in 
theifare of All:: n 


1 to paſs, than by a general judgment. 
Uh tms 


his proves that judgment to be not only inevi- 
table, bat ine vĩtabl univerſal. il: Hun: let 
And unf al is it, that all creatures will be 
tried by it z all actions, werds, and even [though 
ul be vexamin'd into; and all aceounts will he 
Pur Tberuly, tho' every man- at his death Will 
de trieiliſor all the good or bed actions of his life; 
yet all the gοd or bad (conſequences which mull 
znd-withhedeſlarily flow from the virtuous example 
vr ſcandal he has given, will daily multiply to the 
end of time. And therefore is it highly wile in 
Gon to aint an univerſal judgment, to manifeſt 


Bis boundidfs mercy and juſtice in an equitable diſ- 
a - — of the rewards, or puniſnments, which 


| to the whole worldito be every man's 
due. All ereatures'themmiiſt be tried by it; all 


to-dread-in this life, like that 


. 


-and-the man of labour the man of affluence and 


the mau of want : All muſt account for their ma- 


ny. talents or their ſingle one with equal ſtri &neſs. 
It is not barely for a little temporal ſubſtance, an 
eſtate, a province, or a government, they or you 


will be call'd to account: Not for the affairs of a 
day, of a month, or a year only; but for all your 


actions, words, and even inmoſt thoughts: Not on- 


I/ for the crimes you have committed; but even 
the duties you have omitted: Not only for your 


own commiſſions of evil and omiſſions of good; but 


ſtill more for the tranſgreſſions and neglects of your 


neighbours, which have any ways been occaſion'd 


by your-ſcandalous or indolent conduct: In a word, 
not only for the ſubſtance of your beſt as well as 


orſt actions ; but even for every minute circum- 


{lance of them. For as St. Gregory obſerves, cir- 


cumſtances ill often theo a ſtain upon works the 


— rrr rho _ times 
that appears ſullied in the eyes of this all-ſecing 
judge, which ſelf-eſteem caſts a falſe luſtre 
* upon.“ — 8 — 905 — total of your 
account. No: The natur s of body and mind, 
as health, ſtrength, beauty, ſenſe, memory and 
others: Thoſe of fortune, as riches, power, digni- 


ty, birth and reputation: Thoſe of grace as the 


holy ſacraments, the frequent calls, inſpirations ant 
other means an tunities now offer'd you of 


of theſe, will, be put n the ſcale of juſtice with the 
uſe you have made of them. And woe · to ſuch of 
you as {hall be found deficient in the weight af me- 
ee N am ought to have | You then, O Ca- 
tholics, w L. be axamin d. not how ſtrong,how 
rich, how fair, how witty, or how great you were; 
but how holily qu lived? Not meerly how w ell 
ou knew, the hal ductines of Qhriſt and his church; 
hut .how:{aithfully ou practiſed: what uu knew ? 
And, you, O unbelievers, will not be afk'd, whe- 
ther you lived as virtuous infideis; but by yon 
were mot catholias? Mherher yon mever heard of 
GoD's pure churthywhether you æver went i earth 
ef truth or: nat, and vchether yun did not anther hut 
your 2 for ſome mean / temporal motive. 
Alas what ia pitifub encuſe will. it not be to tell yo 
Gow, that you/ ſhut uur eyes from his all ſaving 
obligatory truths, for fear of man's diſpleaſure. 
But what havei aid ? L hall alarm Catholics, 
for your ſafety. What if ſome n'd fouls,” ex- 
aſperated-with-the-ttuths they dare not ſtand; ſhould 
wake-old-latan's perſecuting ſpirit. Suppoſe they 
N beloved; — What evils have — 
tke the - danger threatening your paſtors. 

ah my awful judge! What danger can we have 
meeting thy in- 
tolerable 


. . ũ —ł! a I I I I 00 
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aſſiſtance, calls and counſels to 
devils then ſhall clear themſelves of all the falſe 
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toloruble frowns, when on the day of wrath thou 
ſhouldſt reproach: us with having ſuffer'd, through 
ſervile fear, one of thy — ſouls to be de- 

No: Rather let us periſh in the paſtoral 


office than one of them be loſt through any indo- 


lence of ours. Raiſe us above all human . 
favours. And fince thou makeſt us anfwerable for 
—— of all, give us, while nttering thy uner- 
truths, to fear the face — but rather 
us, each, like thy prophet Jerry, as a fenced 
— an iron {vp 4 of We hands 6 At the prin- 
evs,, prie people we 
— ſouls, if we ſave not theirs ; and wy 
endure with comfortable hopes thy awfol 
on the day of thy incvitable; univerſal ic 


ſcrutiny 
« Yes, Chriſtians public it will be. Fot Got 


and men and angels wilt be prefent at it; all crimes · 


and virtues ſhall then and there be manifll 
and alt rewards and prniſfimients be openly diffr 


Still eu in view, beloved, the aul er 


judgment where all this im affair ſhall be 
tranſaQted. Behold the Almighty in his judgment- 
ſeat of glory there prefiding : Yourſelves and 4 


mankind * —— at his tremendons bar. Th 
ur guardians, then ſhafl ſtand to'ac- 


IT the ungrateful uſe you made of their 


prote8tion, and the many times you flighted their 
good-works. The 


aſperſions you now eaft upon then, and plainty 
prove that many crimes "oh you, are pleaſed to 
charge them with, they had no hand in. Then 
mall they ſew that, not content with followitlg 
their ſ ions to evil, You yourſelves, your 
own worſt devils, have ftudiouſl 1 the 
occaſions of ſinning, and temp — thus Leh 

But ſee the books of every felis open” 40 
now Now indeed muſt all horror be at er. 
ceſs, when no one crime ſhalt be fcreen'ꝗ from 
public infamy and puniſiment.. Nothing ſhall 
done in private, nothing in the dark: But all mu 


Lee to the eyes of the 


whole univerſe. The father's guilt, ne be berg 
lifld to the world in the preſeice of his $ fon t 
huſband's before his wife; 1 424  confefſor's before 
his penitent ; and the prevaricuting penitent's be- 
fore the confeffor, he endkavour d fo impoſe b- 17 
Ah! Chriſtians Tf you bluſh ſo much to unfold 
hidden ſin to your Getto ectors under the ſacred tye 
confeſſion; gueſs,” what muſt your confeſſion be, 
when all your * crimes and facfileges half be«dif- 
cloſed to the whole attentive world: O how mar 
thouſands then will with, and Wiſh, nd v vai 
to ſpare their public ſhame wo private ſacramental 


acknowledgment. How eafy hen would the eu- 


change be thought which now, we are fo loth to 
reap the advantage of. For, what a ſurpriſing 
ſcene will be open dꝰ How many will on that. oc - 
eaſion be undeceived, when the wicked ſhall appear 
in all theit deformity of ſoul, unmaſk'd and ſtript 
of the fair robe of ſanctity which our miſtaken G- 
pinion eloathed them in; while: on the contrary, 
the truly virtuous ſnall then throw off the rag of 
ſcandal they wore in this life, to put on the tran- 
t mantle of glory. Then ſhall we find that 
mary of thoſe — 0 4 ght ſaints Y a. we 
— hypotrites ; ile ot ve evra thoſe 
actions we condemn'd them 
t hold, the book — Time is i. 
then fouls of g to range your- 
Fran 032. 's right hand, forſake your fears, and 
leaye the wretched multitude of reprobates to their 
defpair. ' Zook ap and ſee : How in the twinkling, 
of an eye all the accounts are balanced. Eiſt up 
your brat them for pour — ay £4 nigh, nigh 
to ſome purpoſe when your judge, no more 
x Gov of terrors, but of love inuites von to his 
glory. Come, prone yore ir yu From the frm 
ou the kingdom prepared for-you 
Hes the works. happy: ballance 
of public endleſs bliſs and glory, for the little pri- 
vate labours and e ſhame of 4 ſom yrats. Ah 
wretched ſfmners What muſt: rage be, to ſee 
— excluded Pn 0 00 — 
boſoms throb; well may you- bur 
with mad 4 — at the dread cloſe of this tremen - 
dous ſcrutiny. FF Alas, your herviblezcoounts ſumm' d 
up, what is the ſum total of your due? 'Tremble,, 
2 pre at the juſt but miſerable hal- 
Go, depart ye ourſed'into evenidſting-fire 
prepare d for the er end bis angels... © the hate 
ful Purchaſe of a few fraud, oppreſſion, luxu-- 
ry, and floth! Thus, Chriſtians, thus ſhall theſe laſt 
great afſizes end: : Such ſhall the iſſue of this judges 
ment be: ir mar ry rs and to the 
wicked beyond expreſſion 
ee a That becauſe, 18 claude, l ne 2 e 


m n is final, it sdecfve, and will adinit of 


i Reel he for I beeguſe the ſeats-of the-fallew 
ang 1 will be- no e 

rid e eee be loſt — 
"In 2 —.— ted on- rpoſe-os — 

dee e e an Y 

19 thr "Thoſe 'then-ono&Hilld, che 
world —.— Aa eed and time — in eter- rm 
nity.” * ol — ſays St. — 1 L 
ee re 1 Ne 
hen there” WN — ns fon frui : 
ntante; no more time fo: utfne> for Ipafl . 


esd of ties" Ars, Chriſtians l“ — 
| En: 


- miſinform'd-to themſelves better inform d. Why 


then ought you not to be of the little time you have 
in your Power, and know not how ſoon. you may 
loſe.” O could the damn'd but ſnatch one minute 
ol the many you ſo idly let ſlip, or ſo perverſely, 
miſapply ! What precious uſe would they not make 


ol it, to repent, and ſave themſelves from. the mi- 


ſery their former neglect, perhaps no greater than 
yours, has irrevocably plunged them in? And 
ſhould you go on to trifle time away; ah How 
earneſtly will not you yourſelves wiſh but wiſh, in 
vain, to recall! it, When too late, For then all 

ears! and hopes ſhall be alike drown'd in the evi- 


dence of God's deciſive judgment. 


Deciſve, becauſe every cauſe! will have been 
thoroughly examin'd; every plea; will have been 
heard; and ſentence will have been pronounc'd by 
a ſupreme and independent judge. Zr ans 9 £94 
A mortal judge might be liable through malice 
or ee me Bor Gor ke, 
trial of any length or intricacy. But Dor 15 1nca- 

ble of — his mercy and juſtice are alike 
indefatigable. He ſees through all things and gir- 
cumſtances in an inſtant; and therefore nothing can 
eſcape his penetration. Nor is he capable of par- 
tiality; ani therefore never beſtowis his glory or 
lays the effects of his reſentment on any, till he has 
weigb'd their real merity; and clear d up every; plea 
which might obſtruct the effects of juſtice or of 
mercy. He is ſupreme and independent judge of 
all his creatures; his power is not to be controul'd 
by any; and there is no being which can reſiſt his 
will. Once then this Sovereign Judge pronounces 
bis final Heeree, it is and muſt be deciſive. 
His dread ſentence then, Beloved, admits of no 
appeal. No : For his ſentence. proceeds from his 
unqueſtionable equity ; hit equity is one with his 
wiſdom and goodneſs, and both are unalterable. 

There are few tribunals on earth but what have 
a ſoyereigu to hom appeals may be made from 
their decrees.5 But here it is the Almighty. Judge 
himſelf, who decrecs. Even ſovereigns, on cart 


may be and often ate gppeal/d to; from themſel 


4 Becauſe, however equitable their will may be, 
their judgment may be led, by miſrepreſentation 
or ſurpriſe, into injurious miſtakes. But i this can- 
not beithe caſe with God, whoſe equity is inſi nite as 
his wiſdom and goodneſs: That too penetrating to 


de deoeivei ʒ and this too merciful to be the author 


of deception. And ſuch God ever was, and is, and 
muſt be: Or he could not be the God he is. 


Lou have ſeen, beloved Fellow-chriſtians, the 
irrevocable judgment which attends you all: How 
tertible it muſt be to meet, whether the iſſue of it 


mould prove miſerable or proſperous. And n, 
Rr 
| certainly come, that, unleſs you hoard: up every re- 


material circumſtahces. ih a 
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maining minute of your lives, it is very doubtful 
what ſtate it will find you in. And ſurely I need 
ſay no more to convince you of what I firſt ad- 
vanced, and have ſo long been labouring to prove, 
that your eternal! ſalvation or perdition abſolutely - 
depends upon the good or bad ſtate you will be 
found in, on that important day. Be prudent then 
and arm yourfelves, while you have time, againſt 
the-future terrors of it. For then as you ſee, Time 
will be no, more, There will be no more time for. 
converſion and ſatisfaction, no more time for grace 
N ſtep in between your crimes and the 
Juſtice of. your injured judge. In the particular 
judgment there may be a time accorded Er atone- 
ment, a reſpite of payment, a purgatory for you to 
hope in. But in this there will be no reſpite allow'd, 
900 ſhall. ceaſe, and where t heit res falls, whe- 
Her to theaven, or, 10 hell, there muſt itirrevocably 
lie. ett ot poo bun 21: all uni bn 
Begin then, deareſt brethren, begin this new ec- 
cleſiaſtical year with the Church, by a devout pre- 
paration for the coming of your Divine Lord in the 
character of a loving humble Saviour; that you 
may effectually find your redemption in him, When 
e Mall come. again. in, quality of your equitable 
udge. Prepare the, way ;for bim do hour hearty 
ede er enen to the holy. ſacraments, by: 
5 N00 works of merey, and by a holy, timely, 
filial awe, of his approach. But chiefly let your 
endeavours be to prevent the terrors of this laſt and 
dreadful ſcrutiny, by a daily faithful fruitful ſcru- 
tin of Your oven conſciences. For, 4% un did. 
judge eur ſelvi', lays, St. Paul to, the -Coriothians, 
we Jhould, net be judged; Search. your ſouls then to 
the bottom: Search t id hon: our wants of 
virtue to ſupply the defect: Search for your ſins to 
deſtroy them by repentance; and ſearch, for the 
occafions of them to remove them effectually. Paſs 
daily. judgment on.yourlelyes, for the ſins or frail- 
ties, or neglects you diſcover in you; by impoſing 
voluntary mortificazons on vourſelwes ;- bot more 
ſpefialy by ee eee 
{appointments, , in voluntary temptations, and the 
trials which your, gragpus Lord; ſends you to puri- 
fy and fit you for himſelf. Look upon them all as 


loving viſits of your juſt Saviour, who is deſirous 


to render you, by penance and patience, worthy to 
find him a merciful Judge. For, ſays our great 
„ 
ve are chaſten'd, that. with this world we may not 
be. damm d. Do thus much then, beloved, and I 
will venture to. riſk my own ſalvation with yours, 


that, when you ſee the Son of Man coming in a 


claud with great pawer and majeſty, you ſhall look 
up; and lift up your beads, becauſe your redemption, 
& at band. Which, beach the Menighty 1 
grant you: In, the name of the: Father, &c. __ 
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St. MATH. Xi. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 


When Jobn bad heard in priſon the works of Chriſt, 
ſending two of bis diſciples, be ſay'd to bim: 
Ar't thou he who ar't to come, or look we far 
another * And Jeſus making anſwer, ſay'd to 
them: Go and report to Jobn what you bave 
Beard and ſeen. The Blind ſee, the Lame walk, 
Lepers are made clean, to the Poor the Goſpel is. 

' preach'd: And bleſſed is be who is not ſcandalized 


in me. 


I DARE fay, CnrIsTIANs, your Preacher al- 


ready ſeems too urn for Some of you and too 


tedious for Others. heavy Charge, This, it 
muſt be own'd : And if it be well-grounded ; you 


are in the right to find fault. For He tries in vain 


to profit you, who does not even ſtudy to * 
you. Say then, delicate diſciples of Chriſt, in 
what ſenſe is he too rough, that he may try to a- 
mend? © In what ſenſe ? Why,----be fills our 
* minds with too many terrors.” But how can 
that be? Has he made uſe of one fiction to 
terrify you, one terror to impoſe upon you? All 
the horrors deſcribed to you laſt Sunday, fall inex- 
preſſibly ſhort of the Many which will attend you, 
if you don't reſolve henceforth to arm yourſelves 
better againſt them than perhaps you have hitherto 
done. The ſhot which is foreſeen is the better 
evaded. What greater inſtance of tenderneſs can 
a Preacher ſhew you, than the attempt to ſnatch 
you from impending ruin by alarming you. into 
ſafety? © True: But where is · the neceſſity to 
* dwell ſo much upon one topic? So many terrors 
at once, are enough to drive One into deſpair.” 
You deſpair, Chriſtians ? No, no: There can be 
no danger of your running into that extreme till 


you part with the oppoſite vice. When I ſee ou 


turn your backs on N or even but begun 
to cling-to it leſs; You ſhall ſee, how gently. Pl 
talk to you, how tenderly I'll ſooth your delicacy, 


how circumſpeAly I'll manage to keep you wide 


of the very appearances of deſpair. But till then, 
what room have you to complain of any rough- 
neſs in the ſaving Truths utter'd to _— hat 


room » there to fear filling your minds. with too 
W- orrors; whenall the horrors your Savio 
ol. I. a L = 1. 7 ieee | 
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SECOND SUNDAY in ADVENT. 


threaten'd vice with, and his Miniſters remind you 
of, are not ſufficient to make you leſs full of your- 
ſelves, leſs N of that Chriſtian wiſdom which 
begins with the Fear of the Lord, or leſa ſlothfully 
averſe to being rouzed out of the ſtate of ſpiritual 
inſenſibility you are in? If we try to allure you to 
Virtue with the gracious Promiſes of Gop; don't 
we by repeated Experience find thoſe Promiſes too 
weak to moye Many of you? And, if we attempt 
to deter. you from ſin by repeating the Divine me- 
naces; thoſe menaces indeed move you: But to 
what do they move you? Not to Repentance, but 
to peeviſhneſs ; not to compunction, but to inde- 
votion. Tell me then, dear Lord, To what ſhall 
I efleem this generation to be lite? To what, fa 
Chriſt? Why, It is like to children ſitting in 7 
market-place, who, crying to their companions, ſay: 
We have piped to you, and you. have not danced; 
We bave lamented, and you bave not mourn'd. * 

* But why muſt preachers be ſo inſufferably te- 
% dious! A ſermon of a whole hour; Bleſs me ! 
© *Tis enough, to enervate devotion.” Truly I 
fear as much with regard to ſome modern chriſti- 
ans. A play, a ridotto, or a ball would ſuit them 
much better. A comedy they can ſit at for hours, 
without tiring, the tience; and at prophane a- 
muſements the weakeſt among you can ſhe w your- 
ſelves indefatigable. Vet is there in this nothing 
to be much Wonder 'd at. In prophans aſſemblies” 
your vanities are ſooth'd : In church they are ruf- 
fled. There your minds and hearts give the reir: 
ta diſſipation ;. Here they are call'd back to refleQi- 
on. There, in a word, your paſpoge are gratified; 
but mortified here. No. wonder therefore that the 
moſt genteely tender of you all, even they who can 
—— without fainting vouchſafe Gop a bend 
of the knee, at the foot of the altar, tho? upon achair, 
ſhall ſummon all, their latent ſtrength to foot away 
whole evenings at a ball. And what more common 


than that they, who would ſicken at an hour's ſer- 


mon heard at their eaſe once in ſeven days, ſhall 
find a ſuperfluity of ſpirits to loiter away, without 
a ſenſe of fatigue, every night of the week, at ſome 
fatiguing diverſion or other. So very different are 
you at times from yourſelves! Still is the cauſe of 
this difference very, plain ; Your fervor swine 
anc e Su bla e 


F 


in your heels than in Ter and your] dec 
* is greater to the wor n to the Ache it. 


But Whither am I running wide of the mark, or 
rather whither is your luke-warmneſs leadi ie ?, 
For ſhame, chriſtians, be not — — on | 
ſelf-pity be not ſuch enemies to yourſelves. C 
Ark 25 the bene fit/ you paſiotal intend you, by” 
thus giving way to n —— Bao ET 
of time. If the dangers they pou 
1 Het your fears ; liſter 3 with meek- 
ness, that yu may leartt te avgid thoſe dangets. 4 
; you can ſpare ſe much . truitte 
inpertinerices of u. propliane” ſtay; F afford #1lizxle 
ende to The" (OH) Entertainments of the 
evangelte ellait. Stilk- add not te your oohdemrie- 
tion (already pethaps*too great) by hearing — 5 
miniſters With impatience and diſregarding them 
thro? miſtakeſi erneſs e But ratkef than do that; 
leave Hherh te prese t "bear walls! be alls, 
Way che DBAs iu the ſrexts Mall ſooner melk inte 
Fotidit ut dhe voice Uf Ges by their mouths, than 
0 in koch difpofitions” Hive à care then that 
Ae, that fiocks and ſtomes, do not one day beat 
Witneſs againſt your obduracy. Reflect, N 
your teachefs Tay tos rinich, for your'devorion fl. 
is becauſe you practice too liiſſe, for your own 
vation: If they are too right, for your bag it is be 
cauſe you are toe relax d, for hem to-connive 
at your conduct. Stop their” mouths then at 
ones. © Grow better Chriſtians, and they muſt have 
leſs to fay ; Be more cittumſpect, and they will in 


cou = f * , 
"Bay tft Gone), e Freed Jeous to 
your Texts in the terrible guiſe of an equitable aw. 
ful judge. Di | ſhock you! ih ſo doing ? Behold 
then this day, to make you amends, I pr him 
your love in the endearing character of a gene” 
rous and affable advocate. THEN, to alarm your 
Preſumption, by making you tremble at the fatal 
conſequences of exaſperating his juſtice” with ſo 
mach habitual freedpm as you are in general but 
tos guilty of, 1 ew'd him to your faith in his 
judgment ⸗ feat of equity, ſutrounded with the ter- 
tors of injured majeſty. Now, to ſecure you from 
Deſpatr, by directing you how to remove the evils 
I may have capfed you to apprehend, I offer him to 
Mr affeQtions in the throne, of his mercy. If then 
25 faint etch I have 3 iven-you of the ſe- 
FPerity 8 future v er Judge, has diſ- 
turb d your miffaken tranquillity; let the imitation 
of Jes 0's your preſent merciful Saviour reſtore you 
to a tranquillity more laſting and ſolid. © 
- Mercy is the darling attribute of Gop. It was 
chiefly to communicate this divine property. to us 
that he created us. And tho“ to corroborate t 
efficacy of his merciful promiſes to ſuch as love and 


ſerve him, he added the energy of terrifying mena- 


fo his mercy is with bim. It was principa 


have lefs room, leſs power to'terrif _ ; 


* 
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ces to thoſe who diſobey him; yet he never in- 
tended to reduce thoſe threats to practice but 
where human perverſity ſhould make it neceſ- 


;+ ſary. For great and dreadful as his juſtice is when 


exaſperated; he graciouſly gave us the means to- 
appeaſe it in time. So true are the words of the 
inſpifedipreachet according to bis greatneſs, 110 al- 

ly to 
preach and practice this divine virtue to us that the 
Eternal Father ſent down” his only begotten Son 
into the world; that we might be enabled to e- 
ſcape the rigvurs of His juſkice by the imitation of 
his dementy. And thetefore is it that our adora- 
bie Lord recommends it to us ſo ſtrenuouſly: 


Therefore did he bid us emulate the perfection of 


God himſelf in the exerciſe of works of mercy : 
Be merciful ar abſo' your heavenly, Father is merci- 
ful. I And therefore is it that he boaſts of, and re- 


eommends to his diſciples, this heaven- born quali- 
ty more and more often than any of his other di- 
vine perfections. This, this is the very path which 


our Divine Lord points out to the embaſſadors of 
Jobn, in my text, preferably to all other paths, a 
path ſo dir4# (to uſe the, words of Jſaiab t) that 
fools cannot: err by it. This the Jrog which, with 
preference to all others, he refe 


Meſfias expected, Inſtead of referring the precur- 
for to his incarnation, which /a/ab had rial fore- 


told, Bebold a virgin ſball conceive and bring forth 


a fon; F he appeals to his works of beneficence 
Which the meſſengers of Fobn had been ocular. wit- 


neſſes to. In ſhort, inſtead, of recuting_ to the 
wondrous effects of his omnipotence, for a demon- 


ſtration of his godhead, he draws the inconteſtable 


proofs of it from the ineffable influence of his mer- 
cy. Go and report to Jobn, not the accompliſh-- 
ment of what you have read in the prophet, but 
what you bave beard and ſeen. Tell him, The- 
blind ſee, the lame walk, lepers are made clean, to 


the poor the goſpel is preach d. Thus does our Di- 


vine. Lord mfinuate to us, Chriſtians, how much 
more he glories in being merciful than in being Al- 
mighty ; and how much leſs he is pleaſed with our 
admiring and trembling at his power than with our 
imitating his mercy. O deareſt condiſciples of 
Chriſt ! would you but catch the gracigus hint 
which our heavenly maſter this day gives you, and 
improve it into practice; would you but, as heelſe- 
where directs, be merciful as 4 your Father is 
merciful; would you, in a word, but imitate your 
Saviour in the noble exerciſe of works of mercy to 
your brethren in this life; how little . cauſe wou'd: 
You have 'to. fear his approaches, in the next, in 


2p Feat" 2 3, f Be. Lake vi. 36s. 
1 Chapt. xxxv. 8 Iſaiab vii, 14+ 


rs the Baptiſt to, 
for the certainty of his being the true and only 


quality of judge? This is hat I purpoſe. to Mey 
you in my preſent le : T0 Yo which I bal 
naM]¹]] 2 Fab: ee 00 nt oy; io lden 
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ful neceſſity of works of mercy, to attain to 

ſalvation; and SY 

II. The univerſal facility and , indiſpenſable du- 

ty of reducing them to practice, with regard 
to perſons of all ſtations. it #4 1. 


O ſovereign Lord Gop, merciful and clement, 
* compaſſionate and generous, wh6 ſheweſt mercy 
© to thouſands, who dealeſt liberally by all! Be 
© not implacably offended at us for our paſt obdu- 
* racy and — rigour towards our neigh- 
% bours. in their ſeveral wants. But ſince thou 
* haſt done ſo much to teach us to commiſerate 
* and ſuccour one- another in our mutual indigen- 
& cies, O add the farther gracious bounty of giving 
« us the practice: That, merciful to others, we 
* may ourſelves find mercy at thy throne of juſtice 
* and be ſecure, from that tremendous judgment 
c which, ſhall, attend the mercileſs.  ., | 
I. The, works of mercy, belovediauditors, which 
we may. and muſt practice towards our neighbours 
in order to be ſaved, are of two torts, /piritual and 
corporal ;, "Thoſe which tend to the removal of 
their indigencies in the foul, and thoſe which;regard 
the relief af their bodily: wants. Now if, we do 
but refle for a minute on, the, nobility, and excel- 
Hence, of the ſoul above the body, and; how much 
the former tranſcends the latter in it is. dignity of na- 
ture and operations; Wielscannot help feeing that 
the two kinds of. — — above mention'd 
ATC not only, of A Very. different nature, but e 
that the pritua are .hoyond comperiſon.of ,fupdri- 
or importance and neceſſuſ to the cep For 
this reaſap Liball, g' ve th 4he, greerenαe in 4113 
Aifegurle: nd, ag hf deügu, jfliewhergt treat 
upon the {erond lort, thall, at, preſent -Wholly con- 
e mylelfzo ah confideration of, theifhny lat, 
namely dhe. ſpiritued works af meneyy that u 
laugpbing ata $00, idea field, af matte indy 186! 
Tender. |this-rſermon tui, by making, os 400 ab- 
Fee of % e „ off % e, 
Exeny christian n on of 5640 Al be Wall 
make; uſe of is reaſon, mult exigently fee the fove- 
reigu ipportance! of; ,bys: pragucing the: /Pititug/ 
. \warks. of mercy. towards his neighboutg in neceſſi 
of them, wherber.thele works ba — dvigh 
-Tegard{ to Gran lu 17 nat emo > ) 
„ WW thhnregart to Oo ſufd Were Abat our whole 
nde our, neighbayy wilh be 3awerded-.of pu- 
M's; hy the gule bolt aniabeiomy Math / the 
And 


* In the ſerman ou the ffi Cyra after Pentecoſt. 


: 


[ww a 0D * KN. dr 1 | II 


 Sifference however of time and eternity; That be- 
4ng the mealire,gf our actions in this life, and 
this the meaſute of; his, juſtice and mercy in the 


ex- For the cer tai ty of 


halli be mæaſured ts you ,again, ſays our bleſſed 
Redeemer. * Of all the virtues recommended to 
us to practice towards one- another there is no one 
ſo frequently or ſo warmly. * to us by him 
as mercy: And no vice fo. degried and load- 
ed with threats as the want of mercy. 
Whenever the Almighty either by himſelf 
or his ſacred writers ſpeaks of this heavenly 
virtue he never fails to expreſs the praiſes of ſuch 
as practice it, or to encourage them in it by ineffa- 
ble promiſes. In the Halter he declares: the 
man bleſſed who has conſideration on the poor and 
. Indigent; In the Proverbs t he ſtiles him the bene- 
factor of his own ſoul. In one place he exhorts 
us to do mercy as the moſt ſolid foundation we can 
build our hopes of ſalvation upon: $ Keep mercy 
and judgment, ſays the Lord, and bege in thy God 
alan. In another he declares the love of 
to be a neceſſaty proof of our love of Gob. . He 
0% bonqureth ibe Herd hath merry. Inu the Pro- 
verbs again He calls it the ſafe guard af princes 
and the fupport of their throne. And in Ecrieſiaſpi- 
cus ++ __ it to the delights and ſecurities of 
pargdice. In ſhort, merey, at St. Paul ſays:to Ti- 
molly I is uſetul to all that is good, and full of 
promiſes, and. ;allurances of a bliſsful futurity. I 
ſhquld never have done, . quqte to ou all 
ther ums and proauſes) made jto' the tac- 
-ticers pt the Works of mere all are needlefs, 


aker the expreſs aſſurance of bliſs, which the foun- 


tain of all mercy has given them in thoſe ineffable 
ede, e the mereiful far they fhelt . 
ais mers And it, che pennies and-promiſes'of 
he mercuul are great and deſirtable ; the curſes 
— — * —— borrible. Thie 
o Sn tps85ing! at dhe unmetciful 
Far ths he — not d do marcy. — 
. 0, ajedi fligh as & garment, and it enter'd as wa- 
Leue bis Geb and at dil into bis "bones. 
Wen the inspired, mdnasch gives us to under- 
„Hand, bew.anevitable; is. che eternal dammation of 
uch as neglects practice orles of mercy: towards 
thelrindigemt brethiens For as nothing ſticks cloſer to 


the, body 4gban the! gaiment:it is cloath'd with, ſo 


nothing clings more cſoſely to the ſoul of the unmer- 
»higarts; 14k farrounds him on every] part,” it blocks 
up ger ,s thro”: Which the divine lights and 
236m zidGoBzils1 24 ai 400 gait ts "graces 
1o eb1ow oH 9283 99 _ cid INES * 
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graces might enter into his mind and heart: Nay, 
as the liquids he imbibes are wont to incorporate 
themſelves with the juices of his body, ſo the cur- 
ſes entail'd on the pitileſs penetrate, blend and be- 
come one with all the faculties of his ſoul, ſo as to be 
inſeparable from them. O the dreadful ſituation 
to be in } What reaſonable hopes can a man in ſuch 
- a deplorable circumſtance form to himſelf of re- 
ceiving any | bleſſing, any grace, any mercy from 
. Gop? No, no, Judgment without mercy, fays St. 
Jams, „ to bim who bath not done mercy. 
Reaſon good then had the venerable father St. 
Les for what he advanced on this ſubject: Such 
* and ſo great, ſays be, will be the value ſet on the 
* works of mercy, at the laſt great judgment; and 
4: ſuch the penalty adjudged to the wart of them; 
that the latter, as the conſummation of iniquity, 
vill alone be ſufficient to precipitate the merci- 
. lefs into never-ending flames, notwithſtanding 
x6 other virtues they may have — : 
10 Whereas the former will be accepted for the ful- 
, neſs of all virtues and introduce their practicers 
. into the kingdom of God! For, ſo important 
is the virtue of mercy, continues the ſaint, that 
ee all the other virtues without it cannot avail : 
Let à man have a lively faith, let him be ever 
“ fo chaſte, ever ſo temperate, in ſhort, let him be 
4% adorn'd with and excellent virtues of other 
% Einds, ſtill, if he is not merciful, he deferves no 
% mercy. Thus you ſee, chriſtians, from the 
fix id ſentiment of God and his church, that there 
is no mercy, no grace, no bleſſing can attend thoſe 
who negle& the works of mercy, tho' they ſhould 
. abound with every other excellence. Whereas on 
the contrary the man who purſues thefe noble 
works has bleſſing to hope for, tho? he ſhould 
have been deficient in every other duty. Let his 
-life have been ever ſo abandon'd, let his ſins have 
been ever ſo multiplied, let his iniquities be ever fo 
- black, ever ſo heinous: This one divine virtue a- 
lone is able to call him back to repentance, to plead 
his ſorgiveneſs, to throw a veil over his fins, and 
-to-render his repentance grateful to Gop and fruit- 
ful to himſelf. Thus much the Almighty aſſures 
us of, by the mouth of his Solomon, in theſe words, 
+ Let nat mercy deſert thee, put it about thy throat, 
triton ii in the tables of thy beart and thou ſhalt 
in grace und good diferipline before God and man. 
So efficacious then in the ſight of Gop are works 
f merey in the behalf of a ſinner, who faithfully 
practices them, that he cannot well be damn'd if he 
perſiſt in the practice of them, and does not practiee 
them from a motive of preſumption, but from the 
deſite of pleaſing Gop, in the relief of his i 
In what other ſenſe can we take the words of 


t Chap, iv, 


Ch. ii. 5 Prev. iii. 


St. Peter, t cbaritycoveretha multitude of ſius, than covenatmt between him and Gos, but even in ſome 
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that the charity which is praQticed in works of 
mercy done to a neighbour for Gop's ſake, are ca- 
pable of converting to repentance the moſt abandon'd 


ſinner, of pleading pardon for his fins and throwing - 


a cover over the multitude of his offences ? Cer- 
tain it is on one handthat charity, or chriſtian mer- 
„cannot ſubſiſt without a ſtate of grace, and on 
the other hand repentance or a converſion to grace 
is not poſſible while the heart is void of natural 
mercy. But ſuch is the nature of a merciful diſ- 
poſition of heart, that it diſpoſes the ſoul for the re- 


ception of graces, and attraQts the preventing grace 


of Gon into the ſoul. So that tho? it be true that 
his repentence be the immediate cauſe of a finner”s 
' reconciliation with Gop, his merey, next to the 
Divine Grace, is a remote cauſe of His repentance ; 
and, after his repentance, pleads ſtrongly before the 
throne of God, for the remiſſion of thoſe puniſh-- 
ments which remain due to his guilt. Hence miglit 
the apoſtle well ſay, that charity covereth a multi- 
tude of — Nay, had he ſaid, 
ry ſin, he had not exceeded. For it is probably ve- 
ry rare, if ever, that Gop ſuffers a charitable man 
who practices works of mercy with an upright in- 
tention, to depart out of this life in a ſtate of mor-- 
tal fm. For the man who does good to many has 
the good wifhes of many; and where join in 
juſt prayer to Gop, he will not be inexorable. I 
ſay not this without à venerable ſanction. I do 
not remember, /ays St. Jerome, ever to have read 
« of any one dying a bad death, who ſtudiouſſy 
«© praQticed works of charity. For ſuch a one has: 
©. many interceſſors; and it is morally impoſſible 
that the prayers of ſhould be rejected.“ 
Now if we compare this merciful conduct of the 
Divine Majeſty towards the merciful, with his ri- 
gorous treatment of the unrelenting, a conduct which 
his eternal word and truth are at ſtake to maintain; 
we cannot help ſeeing the fovereign importance and 
fruitful neceſſity of practicing works of mercy. 

But what will ſet the whole in an irreſiſtible 
light, is the viewing with an eye of reaſon the in- 
finit wiſdom and equity of Gos in his condu& to- 

both. Gop could not be infinitly wiſe if he did 
not fee into the reins and bearts of all, which in 
fact he does, as he warns us by the mouth of his 
Pſalmiſt. * Nor could he be infinitly juſt if he did 
not reward every mifi' according te his works. But 
in fact he does; and in ſo doing his mercy 
as his juſtice > mn : + Unto thee, O Lord, ſays 
the inſpired Davr, ' belongeth mercy : For thou. 
rendereſt to\every mun according to bis work. It 
concerns then not only the juſtice but even the mer- 


cy of God,'to-graiit to every man the wages which 


he has not only merited and earn d in virtue of the 


e. vi © + Pſi aig 


at it covereth eve- 


as well 
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ſenſe ſollicits and demands: Now it is not barely 
true that the merciful are intitled to mercy, and 
the unmerciful to rigour in virtue of God's eternal 
promiſes to thoſe and menaces to theſe ; but it 1s 
even true that the works of the former and the ſeve- 
rities and relentleſs neglects of the latter, are in one 
ſenſe ſo many ſollicitations to Gop for their ſtipu- 
lated wages. It evidently then concerns the divine 
mercy as well as juſtice to grant eternal bleſſings 
to the merciful, and to load with eternal rigour the 


unmerciful. What does the merciful man do in 


every benefaction he beſtows, but enter into party 
with the mercy of Gon, declare his approbation 
of it in practice, and expreſs his deſire of profiting 
by it? So on the reverſe, what leſs does the unre- 
lenting man do, in rejecting mercy from his own 
breaſt than condemn the author, exiſtence and uſe 
of it? What leſs than diſclaim the virtue he wrings 
. his heart? 1 * __ effectual can he 
to expreſs his erence of rigour to mercy? 
Words are ics © fo — of the 4 
ments of the heart as facts; and therefore however 
fervently a man pray to Gop for mercy with 
his tongue, if his actions implore for rigour; it is 
an undeniable proof that his words are but diſſimu- 
lation, and the rigour he purſues muſt be the ob- 
ject of his wiſhes. And therefore Gop who ſees 
and ſearches the reins and the heart will regard, not 
his prayer of words but the petition of his deeds. 
that this will be the divine rule of judging, the 
reproof which he gives the Jews in /aiab* is a 
manifeſt argument. For that this people bonour- 
eth me with their lips, but their beart is far from 
me; therefore, ſays the Lord, bebold wiſdom ſball 
periſh from their wiſe men, and the underſtanding 
of therr prudent men ſball be bidden. It is not then 


by an abundance of es; but by the energy of 
eir actions that God judges the ts of men: 


And according to their aQtiveneſs in works of mer- 
cy or their negte& of them, will he exert his mer- 
cres or his rigours towards all. It is plain there- 
fore from theſe conſiderations alone, how important, 
uſeful and neceſſary it is for us to praQtice works 


of mercy, if we conſider them only with regard to 


OD. | 

And even if .we conſider them with regard to 
man, we fhall find it to be highly our intereſt, be- 
loved auditors, to be. merciful to our neighbours. 


There is ſomething ine xpreſſibly endearing to others 


in every felow-feeling we expreſs for their wants; 
and tho? it may be poſſible, and even probable for 
us to practice many acts of mercy towards ourneigh- 
dours without receiving any return, or perhaps bar 


an ungrateful one; yet if we perſevere we cannot 


in the end but find our account in it. It is not the 


force of one, two, three, nor three thouſand drops 
— * Chap. xxiz.. 


of water, but the inceſſant di ipping of it, that per- 
forates the marble which receives it. So thouſands 
of works of mercy be thrown away on our 
neighbours without bringing in either pleaſure or 
fruit: but the continuation of them ſeldom fails of 
working upon the moſt obdurate ungrateful heart, 
and of being amply rewarded with both pleaſure and 
profit in the long ron. At leaſt this we are ſure 
of, that if our works of mercy are not retaliated in 
this world, our wants of will be fo. For fru- 
gal as the generality of mankind may be in return- 
ing good for good; to do them juſtice, they are ſel- 
dom ſparing in the retaliations due to ill-nature. 
The man os has no bowels for the indigences of 
another, of whatever kind they be, is never loved. 
and ſeldom reſpected by any, but where intereſt 
compels ; and that only in outward ſhow. Even thoſe 
of his own ftamp look down on him with averſion. 
And it is the general maxim of all, as well the mer- 
cileſs as the merciful}, that the man who is void of 
pity for others, diſclaims. all pity for himſelf and 
courts the ſeverity he deſerves. Whence it comes 
that the moſt unrelenting think it neceſſary to diſ- 
ſemble the fellow - feeling they are void of in fact. 
But diſſimulation will not do to fecure pity from 
mankind in our indigencies. For, beſides that Goo 
will ſhut up their bowels to the diſſembler, their 
own reaſon will not fuffer them to be the dupes of a 
flimſy affectation which his actions give the lie to. 
A man then — — compaſſionately and look with 
of pity till he can talk and look no longer; yet 
if he is rigorous to his neighbour or ſlothful in 
works of mercy; he will find few, if any, inclined 
to credit his words or his looks. They will rather 
conſider his mercileſs conduct as a format renuncia- 
tion of humanity, and an open courtſhip of rigour. 
And he may be very ſure, that the world will be- 
complaiſant enough to pay him the ſeverity he pub- 
ficly deſerves and practically deſires. For tho' a 
man cannot always ſecure to himſelf as much re- 
a and good uſage from other men as he really 
erves ; yet I behev 
and allow'd to be ſo, thathe may always command 
from the ill- natured world all the rigour;-hatred,, 
diſreſpe& and ill-treatment his heart can wiſh for. 
And 7 as none ot ydu are diſpoſed, I pre- 
fume, to covet ilEuſage for the ſake of being ill- 
uſed and deſerving to be fo; it cannot but de high-- 
ty important for you to deſerve otherwiſe, by being 
merciful to your fellow - creatures. I fay not this 


to ſuggeſt to yon any mean ſelfifly motives in the 


works of merey you ought to practice towards your” 


neighbours. Fonly mean to convince you that Gob 


in this requires nothing of you but what your"tem- 


poral as well as eternal intereſt is immediately con- 
_ cern'd in 


ur practice of: Inſomuch that, thoꝰ eu 


ſhould ſtake ſome little temporal advantages and con- 
| venlencics 
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_ vemiendies for the ſake of being merciful to a bro- 


ther in need of your aſſiſtance, you hazard nothing 
in reality by ſo doing, if the great advantages tem- 


poral as well as eternal which you are {ure of reap- 
ing by it, be conſider d and compared with the hor- , 


rid evils you avoid. Of ſuch high importance it 
is and ſo neceſſary as well as beneficial to be aſſi- 


duous in the works of Mercy. Still to render 


them truly beneficial, ,care, muſt be taken to do 
theſe works purely, or principally, for the Love 
of Gon, and out of a Chriſtian commiſeration for 
his Indigent little Ones. Otherwiſe if we do.them 
out of mere human reſpe& or other temporal mo- 
tives, we loſe all the merit of them in the ſight 
of God, and render them of no benefit to Life 
Everlaſting. | W 

What I have hitherto ſaid, Beloved Chriſtians, 


may ſeem perhaps, too general to be particularly 


applicable to the Spiritual Works of Mercy. But 
in reality it is not: For ſurely if thus much be 
true, as it undeniably is, even with regard to the 
bodily diſtreſs of our neighbours; it will not be 
queſtion'd that it is much more ſo with regard to 
the indigences of their ſouls. And tho', as I hint- 
ed above, theſe Works are in their nature very 


Aifferent, yet is there a ſtrong analogy between 


them. Ihe ſoul which is void of the knowledge 
f Chriſt's holy Faith or a ſtranger to his CEOS. 
precepts may, without ſtraining a metaphor, be 
4ook'd\ upon as uncloathed: He therefore who la- 


wbours to inſtruct Such a one in either or Both, as 


his exigence requires, may with a great deal of 
Propriety be ſaid in a ſpiritual ſenſe to cloath the 


naked. What is the leproſy of ſin but the worſt 


of diſeaſes the ſoul can be afflicted with? do re- 
ſorm ſinners then by wholeſome reproof and diſ- 
creet correction is one way; and that the moſt e- 
minent way, of viſiting and nurſing the ſick. The 
impotence of ſoul. which doubt and uncertainty 
creates is of 'a far more deſtructive kind than the 
Langner of body which hunger produces. A ſtate 
f ſuſpence is a morę waſting, evil than the keeneſt 
famine ; and the body will ſubſiſt longer, under a 


Want of food and be leſs ſenſibly impair'd by it, 


than the ſpirit of man under the grinding circum- 
ante of wanting adyice. Who then will deny 
chat aſſiſting and buoying up the Doubtful with fa- 


= 


+Jutaty counſel is the moſt. excellent kind of feed- 


ing the Hungry? Why does the inſpired Son of 
-Sirach * compare afflictions to the potter's furnace, 
and to the dryneſs of the earth which is parch'd 
or want of rain? Why, but becauſe affliction 
ſcorches and withers the ſoul of man more intenſely 
than the ſevereſt thirſt can do the body? What 
then is the comfort Which a merciful man admi- 
Ader to the affliQted but a ſpiritually healing draught 
D Fceleſ xxvii, Xxx xu. 


. 


given to the thirſty ? The man who does injuries 
to another and is an enemy whether public or pri- 


vate to him, is not only a ſlave to Satan and his own 


paſſions, but is generally an exile from the heart of 
the man he has injured, and a captive to the ef- 
fects of his reſentment, till the latter by a Chriſ- 
tian reconciliation reſtore him to his Aion nd 
forgiveneſs, and thereby reſcues him from every 
rancour he had conceived againſt him. By for- 
giving injuries then and renewing friendſhip with 
our real or fancied enemies we really and truly, in 


the moſt noble ſenſe, viſit and ranſom captives, as 


far as relates to us; and may chance to ranſom 
them even from Satan's power, by the good effect 
our mercy and example may work upon them. Of 
two evils it is far more eligible to be, without co- 
ver, expoſed to the inclemency of the ſcaſon,. than, 
ſhut out of the hearts of mankind, to be expoſed 
to the inclemency of an incenſed multitude, with 
a palace over one's head. And *tis the general caſe 


of the Troubleſome, the — and thoſe who 


are prone to miſchief, to be excluded not only the 
houſes but the hearts of all who know them. To 
bear patiently then with the faults and wrong- 
ful practices of ſuch, to cheriſi them ſtill in our 
hearts, and return to them good for evil is ſurely a 
noble, divinely noble, way of harbouring the har- 
bourleſs. The laſt tribute of corporal mercy we 
can pay to a deceaſed neighbour is to give his bones 
a decent interment, to ſcreen them from inſults and 
irre verences. Surely then the reſt we labour to 
proeute for their: ſouls;muft be a more eminent ob- 
ſequy, and a more lively, proof of out mercy to- 
wards them: And if we; are unmerciful whenever 
we omit praying for them dead; our cruelty muſt 
be double in negle ding to follicit for thoſe who ſur- 
vive them. For however great may be the neceſ- 
ſity the deceaſed may have for dur ſuffrages; their 
very ſtate of ſuffering, if they are in reach of our 
aſſiſtance, is a ſtate; of ſafety © Whereas the ſurviv- 
ing part af mankind are ſrom their birth to the ir de- 
caſe in perpetual danger of Hamnation, through 
their on perverſity or inconſtancy. And therefore 
the very duty which ebliges us to bury the dead, 
calls loudly. upon us much more to pray for 
the living and dead, So cloſe an analogy is there 
bet ween the ſhiritual works of mergy and the cor- 
.Poral, and between our, obligations to practice both 
as far as Sur power extends. From all which, wall 
naturally reſult, . — that the ware of mercy 
ſpiritual are to us of infinitely greater importance 
and neceſſity to ſalvation than the corporal : as the 
eternal happineſs of our neighbour is infinitely pre- 
ferable to his temporal felicity; and conſequently 
that the former, as being of prior obligation, muſt 
have the preference, in our practice of the lat/cr, 
whenever we cannot practice both at once. _ 
12 
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as well as 
both, if we do no not ſee how ſovereignly important 
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H, it follows that all which can be ſaid in favour 
of mercy in general or particularly of the corporal 
works, muſt be eminently true of the ſpiritual: 
And what ever has been advanced to the terror of 
ſuch as are unrelenting to the bodily diſtreſſes of 
their neighbours, is big with double matter of dread 
to thoſe who neglect to remove their /piritual indi- 
n the whole then, ſince the merciful 
are ſure to find that mercy which the pureſt of mor- 
tals ftand in need of from God, and the unmerciful 
are out of the reach of that Divine Clemency, with- 
out which none can be ſaved : Since, I /a, eternal 
truth exprefly aſſures us, on one hand, that Bleſſed 
are the merciful for they ſhall obtain mercy; and, 


on the other hand, tells us by the mouth of his a-- 


poſtle, that judgment without mercy ſhall be to bim 
who does not ſbew mercy: Since, in a word, GoD 
could not be Gop, without fulfilling theſe divine 
promiſes and threats which his mercy and juſtice re- 
quire him to maintain ; and which our temporal as 
well as eternal intereſt requires us to regard, and that 
more eſpecially with reſpect to the ſpiritual good 
of our neighbours ; we muſt be void of all reaſon 
grace and ſhamefully abſent to the uſe of 


and fruitfully neceſſary it is for us to be aſſiduous 
in the practice of ſpiritual works of mercy to our. 
indigent neighbours, if we mean to eſcape the ter- 
rors of that univerſal judgment which we muſt all 
be preſent at, and tried by.. 1 

But what will corroborate this beyond the pow- 


er of your doubting, beloved chriſtians, is this beau- 


tiful reflection of a. venerable father of the church * 
* Inthe kingdom of heaven before all the angels at 
* the general congreſs of human nature reſuſcitated, 
* the ſufferings of Wel, the preſervation of the 
* {ſpecies by Neab, the fidelity of Abraham, the le- 


_ © giſlative labours of Moſes, the crucifixion of 


« Peter in imitation of his Lord, will paſs unmen- 
« tion'd. All the cry we find, in our Saviour's 
* deſcription of it, is the poor are fed, &c,” Yes, 
« chriſtians, it is even ſo: Read but the twenty 
fifth chapter of St. Mathew and yourſelves will ſee 
what are the points you will be tried on: Not 
upon your power, learning or other excellen- 
cies, or the want of them: Not upon your 
knowledge of _ myſteries or power of miracles, 
or the want of them. No: But I was bungry and 
you gave me to cat, with your counſel. or your ta- 


ble: [was thirſſy and you gave me to drink, by ad- 


miniſtring comſort to my ſoul, or drink to my body, 
&c. Come therefore, ye bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſc 
the kingdom prepared for yau from the foundation. 
of the world, O bleſſed, thrice bleſſed ! merciful, 

whom ſuch a flood of mercy and bliſs is reſerv'd ! 
And oh wretched, on the contrary! unutterably 


4 


* Peer 1} Ravenna, 
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wretched mercileſs ! Hear and tremble at the judg- 
ment and ſentence reſerved for you. I was bungry, 


languiſhing for want of advice, waſting for, want of 


food, and you gave me not to eat. | was thirſty, 


withering in my ſoul for want of comfort, parchd 


up in my body for want of a refreſhing draught, 
and you gave me not to drink, &c. Go then, go 
into everlaſting fire, ye curſed. But, Lord, the 
humble juſt ſhall ſay, when did we ſee thse bungry 
and fed thee; thirſly and gave thee ta drink? So 


too the confident mercileſs, When Lord did we Il 


thee hungry or thirſly... and did not miniſter to thee, 
Ah! * the equitable judge, turning to tlie 
merciful, At long as you did it to one of theſe my 
leaſt brethren you did it to me. And as long as you 
(turning to the mercileſs) did it not to, one. of theſe 
leſſer, neither did you do it to me. Bleſſed then are 
you, O merciful, for you ſhall now obtain the mercy 
I promiſed you. And you, O mercileſs, as my Pfal- 
miſt * told you, loved curſing and it ſball come to 
you; you would not Bleſſing and it ſball be far from 
you. Wherefore depart ye curſed, as you are, in- 
to everlaſting fire. For judgment without mercy to 

u who have not done mercy. | 

Such and ſo great, dear fellow chriſtians, is the 
value Chriſt, your future judge but preſent Saviour, 
will ſet upon works of mercy, eſpecially of the ſpi- 
ritual order, preferably to all other excellences. 
And where is the wonder, when, as you ſee in the 
very words of my text, he lays more ſtreſs on the 
works of his own mercy than on thoſe of his om- 


nipotence? When the precurſor ſtarts that bold 


queſtion to him: © Ar't thou the Meſſiah, or 

not? He ſends him not for anſwer, 2 virgin 
* has brought forth a ſon : One who can turn wa- 
* ter to wine; one Who can command the winds 
© and the ſeas, and convert the waters to a ſolid 
* path.” No: Theſe works of his omnipotence- 
he buries in filence; and only mentions thoſe of his 
mercy: The-blind to the knowledge of Gop, as: 
well as to the light of day, ſce: The lame in virtue, 
as well as limbs, wall: The Lepers, and unclean 
of heart are made clean, by the purifying lotion of 
grace: The poor are no longer difoiſed, but to 
them the goſpel is preach d. And why, think y 
does our divine Lord chuſe theſe works for the fpe- . 
cial proofs of his divine miſſion, preferably to any 
of the more ſtriking effects of his omnipotence; but 
to inſinuate how much more he delights in his met 
cy than in his other attributes, and how much morę 
he is delighted with mercy in us, than with any 


- 


other excellencies. 


But no more of this: Enough, I preſume, chril- * 

tians, has been ſaid to ſhew you,. in THEORY,the 

ſovereign importance and fruitful neceſſity of works 

of mercy,, in order to ſalvation. And Ver little: 

- 1 
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other vicious diſcourſe; 
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more be faid to convince you of the univerſal 
facility of reducing them, eſpecially the ſpiritual 
ones, to practice, with regard to perſons of all 
conditions. 


II. There are three lights in which you may be 
conſider d with regard to your neighbours : As ſu- 
periors, as equals, as inferiors. If ſuperiority 
gives you a power over others, it cannot be doubt- 
ed but that you havethe facility,as well as authority,of 
correcting and labouring for the reformation of the 
ſinners under your charge; and where you neglect 


to do it, beſides the becoming acceſſory to their 


guilt by connivance, you are cruel to exceſs in over- 
looking the irregularities you may and do not 
oppoſe. Who ſhall curb the licentiouſneſs of the 
wicked, if they who hold the reins of power for 
that purpoſe do not do it? Who ſhall bring the faul- 
ty to a ſenſe of their failings, if ſuperiors overlook 
Go? Nay tho? you ſhould be but equals or even 
inferiors to thoſe who want reproof ; what do > you 
Tiſk by a ſeaſonable hint, what 0 ſin-confou ling 
gravity of viſage? You, O equals, inſtead of chim- 
ing-in with your company, in detracting, lewd, or 
ow eaſily might you not 
ſtem the ſinful torrent, by publicly oppoſing it, or 
changing the diſcourſe, or quitting the company, or 
at leaſt expreſſing your «4 3" ef? with the ener- 
gy of a compoſed and awful filence? You, O ſer- 
vants and inferiors, inſtead of being criminally in- 
ſtrumental to the vicious pleaſures or intereſts of 
your ſuperiors ; how eaſily might you by a ſteady 

bidding ſanctity of deportment oftentimes deter 
them from or ſhame them out of their vices, or at 
leaſt diſcourage them from ever attempting to make 
you infamous acceſſory tools in them. If you have 
not the power to correct the ſinner ; you can never 
be in ſo low a ſtate as not to have it in your power to 
check him with your diſapproving countenance, or 
diſcountenancing conduct. How glorious the in- 
ſtance we have of this in that French ſoldier, who, 
hearing ſome perſons ſuperior to him in condition, 
making uſe of unneceſſary oaths, the faſhionable 
expletives of converſation, went up to them, and, 
with a madeſt firmneſs becoming the noble cha- 
racer he aſſerted, reprimanded them for it, adding 
this graceful apology: ** Pardon, firs, the freedom 


I take: It would ill become one, who is a ſoldier 


4 of Chriſt much more than of Lewis, to be wit- 
4 neſs to ſuch open proſtitutions of his ſovereign's 
4 honour and not defend it.” O the heroic gran- 
deur of foul, which ſhines in this ſhort but excel- 


. lent oration! O chriſtians ! that I could but make 


ſenſible of the pathetic force which ſuch a con- 
duct muſt have on the hearts of moſt men ! Not 
that I will gainſay it's being poſſible, that it may 
Bir juſt weight with the prophane. 


But for one libertin who ſcoffs at it: O how ma- 
ny muſt benefit by it! O equals and inferiors ! 

hat have you not to anſwer for, in your negle& 
of the like noble conduct? While you have the 
power to think, to ſpeak, to act like chriſtians, you 
cannot want power to correct, reprove, or check 
the ſinner, above you in temporal condition, by the 
ſanQity of your words or the awfulneſs of your de- 
portment. And therefore as often as you fail in ſo 

ing, you are unmerciful, and your obduracy is 
without excuſe. And much more are you excuſe- 
leſs, O magiſtrates, parents, and heads of families ! 
Ah! What have not you to anſwer for, who hold 
in your hands the rod of correction in vain, while 
you render it uſeleſs, if not through your ſin-nur- 
ſing example, at leaſt through your ſhameful ſu- 
pineneſs or falſe and il-judged tenderneſs. But 


tenderneſs, did I ſay? Alas it is barbarity, down- 


right barbarity. Hear a heathen and bluſh. © He 
« ſays Seneca, Who has it in his power to preſerve 
* a man from death arid does not do it, may be ſaid 
to murder him.” And he, ſay I, who, by pru- 
dent reproof, diſcountenancing looks or awful ex- 
ample, has it in his power to ſave a ſoul from ſin, 
and either thro? daſtardly fear, indolence, or falſe 
tenderneſs neglects to do it, may be ſaid to damn 
him, if he be damn'd. And in no ſenſe more true- 


ly than in this, we miy ſay with Solomon, that the 


tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

The very ſame may be ſaid with regard to the 
inſtruQtion of the ignorant: A duty which is in- 
cumbent on all perſons, but more eſpecially on ſu- 
periors of all ſtations; parents, heads of families, 
and patrons : Who having the immediate charge of 
the uninſtructed, are under an indiſpenſable ob iga- 
tion to guard them, as much as poſſible, from eve- 
ry danger which may hazard their eternal ſalvati- 
on. And how ſhall they do this but by inſtructing 
them in the holy myſteries of faith, and enriching 
their minds with heavenly knowledges, and the 

and important ſcience of working their ſalvation 
in fear and trembling? What ſhould hinder you, O 
rich, from providing for the neceſſary inſtruQtion of 
the poor and their children under vaſſalage to you; 
and of the orphan or forſaken infant recommended 
to your mercy? A very trifle out of the exorbitant 
ſuperfluities you inconſiderably laviſh without pro- 
fit, without praiſe, and often without pleaſure, 
would more than ſuffice to ſatisfy all the demands 
of this kind which Gop has upon you, as ſtewards 
and treaſurers of his poor. hat ſhould hinder . 
you, O heads of families, from ſummoning your 
domeſtics, at a certain hour in the day, to deyout 
lectures and ſpiritual inſtructions? One half of the 
time you laviſh in indolence (to fay no worſe) one 
half the leiſure you allow them to waſte, perhaps 
to your own diſadvantage, would employ you — 
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them to the eternal advantage of both. And you, 


you, who look upon your ſervants as ſlaves, and 
conſider your imaginary ſlaves as creatures of an 
inferior ſpecies; and therefore, as if they had no fouls 
to ſave, will afford them no leiſure to pray, to read, 
and ſcarcely to think, much leſs to hear a ſermon, 
and too often not even to hear maſs on a holiday 
of obligation! You, I ſay, did you but know the 
fruits of working upon good principles ;. you 
would find your account (even temporally ſpeaking) 
more in teaching them to work well, than in for- 
cing them to work hard. Teaching them to be 

chriſtians, you would in courſe make them good 
and faithful ſervants ; and the time you might con- 
ſume in forwarding them in the ſervice of Gob 
would be made up to you with intereſt, by the in- 
duſtry with which they would learn to labour for 
your ſervice. But you, O parents, above all! 
What can obſtru& your filling the minds and hearts 
of your children with early notions of faith and 
iety ? You have time enough to play with and 
fo le them, time enough to fill their little heads 
with inſolent repartees, and ſenſeleſs ſtories, capa- 
ble only of prepoſſeſſing them with abſurdities 
and full time to initiate them in all the myſteries 
of foppery, coquettiſhneſs, and buffoonery. It then 
you have not time to inſtruct them in the myſteries 
of chriſtian faith and morality ; what muſt be the 
Fault? Ah chriſtians ! give me leave to paſs it over 
in ſilence: It is ſomething too ſhameful to reproach 
chriſtians with in plain terms, without giving infi- 
delity matter of triumph. That little maſter may 
be taught to dance, to fence, to ride, beſides the ac- 
compliſhments of a moderate claſſic ſtudent, time 
muſt be found ; and very fit it ſhould be found 
where his ſtation requires it. But for his ca- 
chiſm, why. muſt it generally be a matter of 
very little concern, not barely to him, but even to 
His parents, whether he gives up any time to it or 
not? To teach little mils to dance gracefully, to 
Walk genteelly, to move with an air, to turn out 
her feet, to hold up her head, to ſing, to play, to 
look ſprightly (and what not?) O how many hours 
are conſumed ! What a waſte of breath is thought 
neceſſary! Whereas how frugal are the minutes 
allow*d her, for imbibing ſuch ſentiments. of piety 
and chriſtian prudence, as are indiſpenſably requiſit 
to guard her againſt letting thoſe worldly accom- 
pliſhments become a ſnare to her, and an inſtrument 
of her eternal as well as temporal ruin? O ſhame- 


What have you to expect but heart · breaking treat · 
ment from children thus educated ? What wondet 
will it be, that, when grown up, they ſhould fly 
in the face of heaven and you, and J ive a looſe to 
| 7 * 22 irregularity; if you, a their child- 
VOI. * 
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Who allow your ſervants no reſpit from labour! 


ful, crying, unnatural negle& | O indolent parents! 


hood, negle& to ſtrengthen them imithoſe religious 
ſentiments, which alone co _ ther BE = 
rightly in every character ing upon right 
principles? 12 are not capable of giving inſtruc- 
tions yourſelves; you are none of you incapable of 


| applying to the prieſt's of Gop's Church, to obtain 
in 


uction for the ignorant who are in any ſenſe 
under your care: And ſuch are all thoſe whom you 
know to be ignorant and whom you can prevail 
upon to be inſtructed, of whatever condition they 
or you may be. You are all of you capable then, 
with eaſe of inſtructing the ignorant or getting them 
inſtructed: And if you do not do either, when 
the occaſion offers; chriſtians as you may be, you 
are the reproach of chriſtianity and Jes and Hea- 
thens have a better chance for ſalvation. For as 
St. Paul bears witneſs, * if any man bath not care 
of his own, and eſpecially of bis domeſtics, be bath 
denied the faith and is worſe than an infidel. 

I will allow that every-one is not a Solomon, nor 
capable of clearing up the clouds of doubt which 
hover over the mind of a neighbour. But every- 
one is capable of exhorting a perſon under ſuch 
— — to — * Gop in prayer for the n 
Vlght necellary to diſſipate the gloom of ſuſpenſe; 
and if we cannot Jane mes 2 the — 55 he 

wants, we may prevail upon him by tender remon- 
ſtrances, to unboſom himſelf to ſome miniſter of 
Gop who ſhall be able to counſel him. Without 
being orators, we may afford comfort to the 
afflicted, by externally expreſſing à concern for 
taeir misfortunes ; by ſharing in their griefs ;-by en- 
tering into their little reſentments along with them; 
in order to ſteal them inſenſibly out of em; by 
comparing the evils they ſuffer, with ſome greater 
evils which they might have ſuffer'd; as others do 
and have done; by ſuggeſting to them patience; 
reſignation, and the example of Chriſt; and by ma- 
ny other endearing means which a merciful diſpoſi. 
tion will ſuggeſt : All Which requires leſs art than 


hn, 


good-ill, and is attended with much more merit 


than labour. Theſe then, chriſtians, are eaſy du- 
ties; and you all covet to have theſe duties 
practiced for your relief in time of need. Con- 
ſequently it is an indiſpenſable 2 upon yourſelves 
to practice them to the utmoſt of your abilities; 
whenever the neceſſities of your neighbours:call ap- 

on you for advice or conſolation. Al things therefors - 


| whatſoever yau will that men do to you, ſays Chriſt; 


do you alſa to them. For this is | the: law” and the 
ropbets. + Ves, Chriſtians, the perfection of the 
w of Gop and Chriſt is that you practice to your 


neighbours in their neceſſities; thoſe ats of merey,; 
which yourſelyes muſt wiſh for in time of need? 
* And , Ayer een 
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4 of others his fellow-creatures.”” | | 
The man who is troublefome or faulty, and the 
enemy who does us an injury, however they be 
chief agents in the moral evil of their actions, are 
ftill but ugder-inſtruments of God in the phyſical 
evil we ſuffer by them. And many times perhaps 
does it happen that the Almighty permits even his 
favourits, through ſome unwilful miſtake of their 
judgment, to perſecute or be troubleſome to us 
without deſign; nay to do us very grievous injuſti- 
ces without a'fin on their parts? It being his graci- 
- ous will, not that they ſhould fin, but that we 
ſhould ſuffer, for a trial of our virtues or the puniſh - 
ment of ſome vices. But granting them to be e- 
ver ſo criminal in the trouble they give, the faults 
they are guilty of, or the enmity they practice to- 
wards us; they may in time repent, they may 
hereafter be reconciled to Gop and enter into his 
glory before us. So that in hating them, we may 


run the riik of bating/ our brethren and not know it, 


. St. Auguſtin ohſer ves: In returning evil for the 


pteſent evil, we may be perſecuting Gop's elect, and 
not nd w it : In refuſing i 7 
we may be renouncing fellowſhip and commumon 
with his ſaints; and not know it: Still will our 1g- 
norance be no excuſe for us; becauſe we ought to 
know better than to run the riſk of ſo doing. 
Theſe conſiderations duly weigh'd cannot but 
make it a much eaſier matter than we are apt to 
conceive it, to bear with the troubleſome and to 
forgive our enemies. And much more eaſy muſt 
theſe great duties be to us ; if we keep in view the 


| — . forgiveneſs practiced by that Divine 


rd; whoſe diſciples we are, who not only merci- 
fully bore with the troubleſome and faulty; but 
ole to converſe with them, for the fake of refor- 


Wing them; not only bore his paſſion and death 
tam the hands of his enemies without returning 
cuil for evil, but even offer d his paſſion for thoſe 


very enemies, and in the very height of his ſuffer- 


| ing pleaded in their behalf: '* Father forgive them 


-- 


, w 


fer they know not cobat they do. I imagin 1 ſhall 
be anſwer'd, that our Saviour was Gob, and there- 


fore might do eaſily what is not ſo practicable for dead 


Idle reaſoning | Our Saviour was and is GoD, 
tis true: But what he ſuffer'd, he ſuffer d, not as 
Gop, but as man. As man he was infirm in body as 


N ate, ſenſible of pain as we are; and capable of 


juſt reſentment as we are; and as man he 


bore; not only his oww infirmities, but thofe of his 


neigh bours and even enemies: And therefore, by 
ther help of: hie grace, which is ever at our 
calls: ve may cafily bear the troubleſome as he 
6s, ve may enfily for grye injuries as he did. Flſc 
he would never have told us: + I bave given you 


en Luke xmily © + St, Jobs xii i. 


blood: * 


them a place in our hearts, 


in others, than you ever met with. 


W on the SECOND SUN DA x 


en example, that as I bave done, you alſo may do. 
And ſo eaſy is this example to follow, a St. ie. 
pben a mere man, a weak, tender, delicate man like 


any of yourſelves, found no difficulty in copying it; 


but amidff a volley of ſtones could plead in behalf 
of the ve N who were thirſtin 
ord lay not this fin to their charge. 
What difficulties then can _ reaſonably alledge 
for being lefs merciful to the troubleſome ard inju- 
rious than he was? Ah Chriſtians ! How eaſy ought 
you not to think this taſk, if you reflect on the much 
Gop bears with, and forgives in, You? What to- 
leration and forgiveneſs do not the Beſt of you all 
ſtand in need of from the Almighty mercy ? If then 
his Divine Majeſty is ſo infinitly gracious, as to put 
up with your numberleſs breaches of peace with him, 
and to forgive you the infinit ſcore of puniſhments 
due to innunſerable inſults you have committed a- 
ainſt him, on condition of your bearing with the 
faults and foibles of your neighbours, and forgiving 
them the evils they have done; O how eaſy ought 
-you not to think the terms! And how unjofie- 
le muſt =Þ be, ſhould you refuſe to compl 
with them? You may fay, that you cannot fa, 
that you cannot give alms to the needy, that you 
cannot harbour the houſeleſs; and may poflibly 
rove your words true at the general judgment. 
t if you ſay, you cannot bear patiently the trou- 
bleſome, you cannot forgive; all the faints there- 
will contradi& you by their practice; the goſpel 
will give you the lie; and the very heathens wilt 
put you to the bluſh.” The ſaints will ſhew you 
how much greater faults they put up with, how 
many more and more grievous injuries "oy pardon'd 
he Gop 
who commands you to forgive, and promiſes 
that if you do forgive you ſhall be forgiven, will 
remind you of what in fl goſpel he tells you: My 
yoke is ſweet, and my burden light. And the many 
inſtances of patience and forgiveneſs which n 
hiſtory affords, in a Socrates and many others, will 


- be fo many condemnations of your mercileſs 


obduracy. | 
| There may be perſons exempt from burying the 
lead: 1hey may never meet with an opportunity 
of practicing ſo merciful an act. Or when they do 
meet with it, they may be ſo extremely feeble. as 
not to be equal to the taſk, and ſo indigent withal as 
not to have one poor mite to contribute towards 
prompti 
not impoſſibilities, nor puniſhes involuntary omiſſi- 
ons, will accept the deed of the heart for the deed of 
the hand- and reward it accordingly. But who can 
in this life be ſo remote from human nature, ſo fee- 
ble, or ſo poor as not to be able to practice the work 
of mercy of praying for the living and the * : 


Aut vity 


after his 


others to it: And Gop, who commands 


r 8 
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Let a mur be thrown fingls upon an uninhabited- Sentence which -you have already Nat Ge, Ie. 
idand: He may nevertheleſs pray, and pray as Curſed, into 1 Fire. Judęment 
| be to you who bave' not done 


fervently, for the reſt of the ſpecies within reach «without Merey' ſhall 
of Govp's Mercy, as if he was in a congregation AMzrey. But, if you chuſe m1 hor Curſes ; 


E £& xm. 


TT” YT 


b 6&4 


prayer with the ſaints not only in heaven but on 


earth, not only triumphant but ſuffering. Let him 


be ever ſo weak in body, he may tilt pray: Let 
him be ever ſo poor, hi poverty does not diſable 
him from prayer. For a prayer out of a poor man's 
mouth reacheth to the ears of Gov, ſays Ecclefraſ- 
ticus*. If he cannot kneel, he may pray on his 
feet; if he can neither kneel or ſtand, he can lift 
up his mind and heart to Gop in fervent pe- 
titions for mercy on the living and the dead: Arid 
that is the ſubſtance of prayer. Is he condemn 

to hard and inceſſant labour? Is he overpower'd 
with pains? Let him lift up his heart to Gop in 
the midſt of his labours and devote a part of his 
toils to the throne of grace in behalf of his living 
and deceaſed neighbours. Let him make an altar 
of his couch or his ſick- bed, and conſecrate a part 
of his pains, in conjunction with thoſe of his Sa- 


viour, to the Eternal Father, for the benefit of the - 


ſorits of others as well as his own. Nor think, 
Chriftians; that there is any time waſted, any ad- 
vantage loſt in ſo doing. No, the time we employ 
in praying for others is fo much time ſpent in labour- 
ing for eternity: The bleſſings we are craving for 
Them, revert to ourſelves: And the very act of 
Mercy of ſoliciting advantages for a brother is a 

werful prayer in our behalf, before the Almighty. 

hat excuſe then can Chriſtians plead for any 
mercileſs neglect of ſo practicable a _ Or what 
excuſe at feaſt will hold them guiltleſs in the 
ſight off Gov ? How unmerciful an obduracy 
muſt it not be, to ſuffer the Living to ſtruggle un- 
der a weight of fin, or affliction, and the Dead to 
languiſh in the acuteſt pains, for want, perhaps, 
of our exerting ourſelves in their behalf before the 


uli that you may eternally exult in that rapturous 


Invitation, Come ye Bleſſed 'of my Father. For 
Bleſſed are the Merciful, becaufs they ſhall obtain 
rey. | of ror) 
Gop's immutable Truth, is your guarantee for 
the One and the Other ; and his Juſtice and Mercy 
are concern'd to give you your Choice of either: 
It is wholly your intereſt not only eternal but tem- 
poral to fix your Choice well. Gop has no inte- 
eſt in your happineſs or miſery,” in-ds-rhucti-as,” 
when you have done the beſt you can; the Beſt of you 
are ſtill but uſeleſs Servants, It was for your own 
intereſt he communicated his Goodneſs to your 
And therefore to allure you to it, by every conſide- 
ration, he has graciouſly made even alt your .tem-" 
poral Advantages dependent on, and, in fore mea- 
ſure, inſepatable from, your eternal duties. This 
is ſo true, that Your Preſervation and Happineſs 
in this Life (and this is the caſe with every other 
individual in the ſpecies) abſolutely depend under 
God, on the concurrence of Others in the prac- 
tice of Mori of Mercy toward yvu; and cohſe- 
quently it maſt immediately concern you to pro- 
mote that practice by your exampte, in the Works 
of Mercy you practice towards Others: Thus 
evidently is it your temporal as well as eter. 
nal intereſt to be merciful to your neigh- 
bours in their ſeveral-- diſtreſſes, and ſo- much 
more eſpecially their ſpiritual ones as — are of 
infinitly ſuperior importan all the reſt. None 
of them ever can be of any eternal ad want 
to you unleſs your e of air bs 
eternal. And can You want eternal motives, when 
you conſider the eternal rewards which are pro- 
miſed You, the noble example which has been gi- 


throne of Gov, with aſſiduous prayer: An act of ven to you, and the eaſf taſk! wHith is ſet you? Is 


Mercy which we may perform without loſs of mo- 
ney, time, eaſe, or any other advantage: An act 


cumſtance ; and Which we our ſelves have a joint in- 


\ You ſee: then, Chriſtiane, what vou have to 
truſt tc - You! have'a 
de the 


have here laid before you;: the Means 


terrors you were ſſiock dat. Life and Death) yt. 


find, are at your own/ optiom If you prefer "ris 


ſery to 82 ; continue to neglettʒ as tod m, 
pe 


ny af V have hitherto done, theſe g- 
ritual Mur ia vi dere: Aud prepare for the gttad 
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lready heard and beety'tert};' 
fied at the Judgment-w hich | thieatens * and 1 
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it little to be made princes and monarchs ; to reign 
in a plenitude of power, peace and plenty; to be 
abſorb'd in glory; to feaſt diſybMantial bliſs with 
angels; to be made Children of Gop, nay gods 
ET BAR aL 
ou in recompence for a little. mercy to your fel 
Jo baba 8 rw . 4. Chrit, 0 
and Hf yon hren of the M Hig: 118 it lit- 

- that vou Gon has bondeſcened to be your” 
extirphs; Hitnfelf tells you,” F Bede gi you - 
ar example, Hit, af I/ bu A % % you al | may 467, / 
And what eee is he bot of every enk 
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Werciful hint he gives us, to imitate 


prencb d. Ah Chriſtians l for ſhame then, be not 


obdurate: to the ſpiritual neceſſities of your bre- 


thren. Procure ſight for the blind, by bringing the 
ignorant to the light of Chriſtian knowledge: help 

lame to walk by. bearing with their failings 
and infirmities: Make the leper clean, by reſtoring 
him with prudent correction, or reproof, from the 


ſickneſs of ſin, to the health of grace and virtue: 
Teach the poor in purſe to be poor in ſpirit: diſſi- 


pate his doubts with the ſun-ſhine of Goſpel truths ; 
and preach to him patience, fortitude, reſignation 
to the Divine Will in his afflictions. Let not your 
mercy to the Dead be confined to their bones; nor 

our tenderneſs for the Living be bounded to their. 
arte But much more be merciful to their ſouls, 


: by the fervency and aſſiduity of your prayers :. For 


is not the ſoul more than meat ? If you pride your- 
ſelves in being diſciples of Chriſt ; glory in copy- 


ing after him. Shew not, by your diſuſe of theſe 


virtues, that you are ſcandalized in your heavenly 


Maſter 3 that you are offended: at what you ought | 


to adore. For bleſſed.is be, ſays Chriſt, who ig not 
liz din me. In ſhort, Beloved, if you mean 


nt to be 4 ſeandal to him; imitate your merciful - 


Saviour in the noble exerciſe of theſe ſpiritual 


5 Works of Merey in this Life; and you will have 


On the THIRD SUNDAY 


n rds of my text, where ooh near . 
the Baptiſt for a proof of his Divinity to the wor 

of We Sib that 7 be blind ſee, the lame wall, 
| the leperr are made clean, to the poor the e is 


ſ 


. 


no cauſe to fear his approaches in quality of a zigo- 


rous ] in the next. 
But G Reflection l how doſt thou deſert me 


Shall a miſerable ſinner, like me, under protection 


of the Holy Function of Prieſthood, thus dare to 
inſult a whole army of the Living Gop (s pious, 
charitable troop of orthodox Chriſtians) with exhor- 
tations to a God- like virtue, . which, they muſt want 
ſouls, could they want the ſpirit to practice? No, 
no: Tis an outrage not to be offer'd to diſciples of 
Chriſt. But, pardon, Gentle Catholicks, pardon 
the undeſign d. affront. Away, miſapplied zeal, 
away | Go, rouze the bluſh of miſcreants, and not 
the juſt reſentment of Believers. Let Hereticks be 

ſhamed into compaſſion : Let Infidels and Jews be 

gaul'd into humanity : Let Mercy, in a word, be 
preach'd to ſavages, to canibals, and tygers. You- 
are profeſt followers of a merciful Saviour, who 

are one day to fit with him in ſeats of judgment, 
to judge the Tribes of //rae/. Ixsus, the Gop 

of all Mercy, leads the way before you to the he- 
roic practice of every Spiritual Work of —_— 

How then can you forbear to follow him, you who. 


expect and wiſh to reign with him? And O! T. 


would to GoD you did reign, as St. Paul ſays, that- 
We alſo might reign with you in thoſe eternal man-- 
ſions of unutterable bliſs, which are prepared for 
the Merciful from the foundation of the world ;. 
and which I beg Gop to lift you to: In the Name, 
&c. | 
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el c. JoHN i. 22. 
ide ar't thou ?, What ſay'ſt thou of thy /elf ? 


THERE is nothing, perhaps, Beloved Fellow | 


A. Chriftiaris, more conducive to the advance- 


bein happineſs, nothing more capable of 
- extending the-communicable benefits of human ſo- 


WOE | N PX. | 

Jety, than a mutual com lacency and reciprocal 
. deference of it's ſeveral individuals to one — 
On the reverſe, there is nothing more deſtructive 
to ſociety in general than the 


ſeryes, Men will not continue Jong in any aflo- 


| elleemm.. For, ab an eminent modern writer ob- 


< ciation, where they are likely to be the dupes of 
% each-other.” This however will always be the 
“ caſe in all bodies of men, whether religious or ci- 
vil, whoſe private members pay more regard to their 
own inclinations, or . intereſt, than to the public 


good. And how ſhall this pernicious evil be pre- 
vented, as long as any one member conſiders him 


ſelf of |, ori importance than the reſt of his fel- 
lows? Unleſs every individual is convinced of his 


being but a part, and that an unnece too 
of the whole he is member of; —— con- 


tending for the ſuperiority over others; the leaſt 
active will fall the dupes of the moſt artful: And 
tho* the oppoſite parties may ſeem to agree, the 

- ons 


© PB qQ mo - = 5a RR 1. ' oY CT ET I RCITY 


of which, it will be nece 
diſtinctive Truth, that every man may be conſiderd 
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one in uſurping, the other in giving up, the als To. day we are to view man in two t lights 
eendant; yet they, who are the firſt to reſign the 28 a Part and as a Whole; as the 5 


cedency, will be the laſt to part with that can- 
— of ſocial peace, the ſpirit of jealouſy. 
Every one will be queſtion'd by, and retorting the 
ueſtion on, the reſt: * You? who are you?“ 
till every member forgets his ſeparate function, and 


all unite only in leaving the general good to the ruſt 


of ſuſpence : A union which cannot but end in the 
utter diſſolution of the whole. wy 
The HoLy Gnos r therefore, Chriſtians ; He, 
who firſt inſpired mankind to cement themſelves to- 
ou in charitable ſociety, to ward you againſt the 
etrimental conſequences, and growing. miſchiefs 
of ſelf-pointed arrogance, provides you with an in- 
fallible preſervative againſt it in the goſpel for this 
day: Drawing at once, from the mouths of the 
es, a matter of confuſion for themſelves, and a 
uſeful hint of inſtruQion for you, in that myſterious 
interrogation, Wbo ar't thou? It is an infolent 
queſtion of ſtiff-necked Jews. And yet may be of 
infinite ſervice to every one of you, beloved, it 
you will but make uſe of it. But then have a care, 
that you do not make the ſame idle uſe of it, as the 
Jews did with regard to St. John. Apply it: Yet 
apply it not to an inquiſition into the merit of o- 
2 but to an enquiry into yourſelves. Say not 
to others, with the buſy, prying, envious part of 
mankind, Who are you? But rather with the 
humble Baptiſt, catch the lantern from the world; 
deſcend into the deepeſt receſſes of your own ſouls; 
and ſay, Each to yourſelf: Come, my heart 
„We are now alone: Throw off the maſk, let me 
* ſee, let me hear, let — hw” Who ar't thou? 
« What ſay g thou of thy fen y i190) 
is, 7s Cer ihe is the great Leſlon, it be- 
hoves you all to learn: This is the ſcience worthy 


of Men, of Chriſtians, and of members of Catho- 
lic Communion, to know - yourſelves thoroughly: 


And without this, all your other knowledges are ig · 
norance. This therefore ſhall be the ſubject of my 
preſent diſcourſe, and the next: For the clearing up 
to lay down this one 


in a twofold light, either as a member of human 
fociety, or as a ſingle ſeparate exiſtence from the 


_ reſt of individuals in the ſame ſpecies, :| This pre- 


miſed I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you three things: 


Firſt, how detrimental it muſt be. 10 himſelf and 


man, conſider'd as a member of ſo- 


others, for 


eiety, to live in ſelſ-· ignorancei Secondly; how im- 


rtant it is for every man, conſidet d barely 48.2 
ate individual, to have a competent knowledge 
himſelf: And Thirdly, What a competence\ of 


felf-knowledge conſiſts in. The two! Firſt: conſii 


derations wil require all the leiſure this morni 


affords us; and the Lal will furniſh ample matter 


of inſtruction for. your attention next Sunday. 


world, and the, whole of à little one ; in a word, 
as a part with relation to the whole of human ſo- 
ciety, and as a ſeparate whole abſtracted from 
relation to other individuals. And in theſe two 
points of view we ſhall find: 8 | 


E How dangerous it is for him to want a compe 
tent knowledge of himſelf: and 921 
II. How important for him to poſſeſs ſuch =: 
knowledge. | | 
Come then, O Hory Gnosr, light to the 
* blind and life of alt who live]! Vouchſafe to be 
our guide in this reſearch, Clear up our minds: 
and warm our hearts with the benefic rays, that, 
** ſeeing how much the happineſs of knowing. 
** Thee depends upon the knowledge of ourſelves, . 
* we may, with truly chriſtian candour, ſearcht 
* our foils, and ſweep our ſpirits faithfully with 
David, till we deſerve to find Thee there.? 


IL. Sociz rv, as St: Thomas of Aquin defines it, 
is. an aggregation of men agreed in the joint purſuit 
of one end: That is, as the very word imports, It 
is an aſſociation of many equals of the ſame kind 
contracted for the mutual ern of the ſeveral: 

iculars uniting: Alf mankind then,, ſtrictiy 
king, are but one ſociety, cemented to- 
— the bands of mutual friendſhip, for the 
upport, ſecurity, propagation, temporal and eter- 
nal happineſs of one- another: And this ſociety, if 
ie be conſidered only with regard to the advantages 
it purſues in this life, is What we call a body civil, 
that ir, in ſhort, à coalition of rational beings, alt 
capable, in different ſpheres; of contributing to the : 
prudential of one-another, as far only 'as 7 
earthly felicity extends. But it is a religious” body, 
if we conſider it with reſpect to the heavenly j ys + 
it is created to purſue: And in boch ſenſes it is a2 
body politic, Bh it, in tber word a body actuat- 
ed and ſubſiſting by policy or wiſdom; with this 
difference only, that, in the ft ſenſe, -the policy 
which rules it is human; in t — oe divine. 
Now, analogoufly ſpeaking, ft- is with a body” 
politic, whether ranks BM of-<civit and religious, 
45 it" is with a therely-phyſical- one, fuck as that 
Which every one of us carry about with us. A* 
e has Himbs and membets and joints 7 : 
So has the politic, theſe bodies of oury have limbs® 
The legs and the arms are ſuch. Thee limbs have 
their under merbers; from the! fhouder 40 the 
elbow is one; from the elbow to the wriſt is ano- 
ther 3 the hahd is another; and the ſeveral fingers 
ate ſo ay cy : Theſe members again bave their 
joints, and each joint has (it's ſeparate uſe: Gyer- 
theſe there are eyes, there are ehr, à heart and a - 
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Altaheſe. have their ſeveral functions, and 
mutual harmony and ſubordination of all de- 
| the health, vigour and beauty of the whole, 
Let-the leaft of theſe be ever ſo little diforder'd, the 
mutual dependanceof All upon one-another is ſo in- 
timate, that the reſt muſt be affected more or leſs; 
tho', perhaps, inſenſibly at firſt: And for little it 
encreaſes, a ſtagnation enſues in the part firſt affe c- 
_ £d; the free circulation of the blood is interrupt- 
ed, and an inflammation, fermenting the. whole 
maſs, ſpreads itſelf through the body. What de- 
ruction then may not enſue, when any diſorder 
. ariſes. in the mare noble parts, ſuch as the eyes, 
the ears; the heart, or the head : or any of theſe 
deſert their own ce to break. in upon the func- 
tion of another? Much more, what muſt become 


% 


of the body ; ſhould. any one of theſe, envious. of 


ſay, becauſe I am not the. hand, I am nat of the: bo- 
5 is it [ea not of the body ? And if the ear 


—— was the, bearing; 
Int nb Gap bath ſet the member, every one. of 
| them tn the body, as 2 | woul, iges 
not 2 band, I need not thy. help; or again 
tbe. b to the feet, vou are not — 2 far. me. 
But much more ibo ſe which ſeem. to be "the. more 
Heal members of the body are more neceſſary... .. . . 
which man ted the more abundant bonaur, that there 
might be #0 /chi/an in the body, but tbe member- 40- 
gelber might 2 ul ane for another. And if 
ene membar ſuffer any thing, all the members ſuffer 
avith'it.. Or i one member glory, all the members 
rei aice with. it. 87 0 gt 12; it 17 bus 4 1 
Thas, Chriftians,, you. ſee, from e how 
 ablolately. the very exiſtence; of thi 115 body 
depend upon the xyutual ſubordination of it's mem. 
dert., And thus is it too; with en politic of 
human nature. That is compoled of xingdoms and 
commen-wealths, which are, in a manner ſpeaking, 


who are the neceſſary. j 


nity of mankind s The ſocial: iy £ 
pends upon the well - doing 1 
theſe, and thein ſlendy purſui ö 
functions. in — | 4 be A* | 
parate;nfefulneſs,- and the nobleſt of all cannot 

to him, Tou are unneceſſary.” . e 
Faw, Yay, are, all of you together, 


_ 
- 
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Chriſt, and members of member. But are all of the 
fame uſe then, All fit for the ſame functions? fre 


all efuftles:? Are all propbets:? Are all doftors ? 
Are all rulers? No:: ſays the Apoſtle; Gop hath 


at in the Church, firſt, let, ſecondly, prophets, 
thirdly, doctors; ik —— 2 ſo 
on. In ſhort, Chriſtians, Gov has made ſome 
for one employ, ſome for another, and all to con- 
tribute ſome way to the public good of all. Some 
he has placed in a more laborious, ſtation, to be, 
like fret, the neceſſary ſupport of ſociety: Others 
he has placed in a ſtate of greater caſe, and, like 
hands, to adminiſter to the nouriſhment and de- 
fence of the whole. Some he has made magiſtrates, 
who, like eyes, are to inſpect and direct the infe- 
rior members: And ſome are made ſubjedts; to 
liſten to the voice of the legiſlature, as a body civil, 
or to the inſtructions of Gon's miniſters, who: are 


as the mouth of religions ſociety. The eye then, as 


St. Puul ſays, cannot: ſay to the hand, I need not thy 
help; wor ibi bead to. che fent, you are nat neceſſa- 
ry for ne. No, all are of uſe to each- other in 
their ſeveral capacities: Some as apoſtles and tea- 
ehers, ſome as taught; ſome to labour for the rich, 
ſome te reward the labours of the poor; ſome to 
govern, and ſome to be governed. All which are 
directed by thoſe two great imernal faculties reaſon 
and eanſorence; as theſe; again are, hen rightly 
diſpoſed; by gruce and free-will : Which the Al- 
mighty has purpoſely ſet over this great ſociety of 


, human! nature, the one as the head to guide it to 


good, the other as the heart; to purſus the good 
pointed. out. And ſo eſſential is ſubordination in 
the ſeveral parts of this body, that the leaſt inver- 
ſion of it, the leaſt diſorder in the meaneſt of it's 
members, threatens the whole with confuſion; and 
if that-diforder increaſes, there is no other way to 
ler ve che tiunłk than by lopping off the mem- 

rs infected. This has been too often and too fa+ 
need, tu ſtand in riked of proofs. - I he 
orruptinn of ohe man has ſpread itſelf through 
hole cities, and would have infected the whole 
world tha ſ 


ſpare the bulk uf mankind; cut che rotten from the 
quiak : Witneſs the deteſbed cities. of Sede and 
Gomarrha 3 Whoſe pendition'undoubtedly Was ori- 


 gungllyrowving»ta-the-brutal iniquiit/ of one ſingle 


stade not to mention the deluge of miſeries, 
ich one man s ſin propagated to milllons, drown- 


edithe world; in, many vente before. 


8 very detrimental then may it be to himaſeli 


and to others, fot any man to deviate from his pro- 


per ſphere as a member of ſociety. And how ſhall 


any man knom how to act in his ſphere, without 


knowing himſelf and knowing, af What uſe he ig 
or may be to ſociety? All the harmony or diſcord 
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which: occurs then in! any ſociety, abſolutely depends 
: a nu? ot upon 


ame, hal, not- the Divine Goodnels de 


SNgrsosoegrr se 
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upon felt. knowledge or the want of it in the mem- 
bers of that ſociety, 5 FI 
Had Lucifer but known himſelf thoroughly ; 


had he but reflected as much on his being but a 


creature, and indebted to God for the perfections 
he polleſs'd, as he did on thoſe endowments which 
render'd him ſuperior to the reſt of the heavenly 
hoſt; had he, in a word, ſeriouſly queſtion'd him- 
ſelf after his firſt emdtions of pride, 2 
* who ar't thou?” Ah Chriſtians ! he would ne- 
ver have impiouſly dared to compare himſelf with 
his maker: He would not have made it neceſl: 
for Gop to cut him off from the ſociety of his. 
bleſſed ſpirits : In ſhort, he would not have ſunk 
himſelf and ſuch numberleſs legions of angels from. 
a ſtate of glory, to the wretched office of being our 
tempters to evil, But ſelf- ignorance intoxicated 
him: He ſaw how much he tranſcended the reſt of 
ercatures ; but would not ſee how infinitly ſhort 
he was of Gop. Flated with his real pre- emi- 
nence, he muſt needs aſpire to an ideal one. But, 
----O what a one! © All creatures are inferior to 
* me, and ſhall Gop be above me! No: 7 will 
* aſcend. and | become like the. moſt bigh.” But the 
Almighty ſoon undeceived him :: And now he knows 
himſelf in his true light. But, alas, Satan, it is 
too late | Yet, ah Chriſtians! How likely is this to 
be the caſe with many. of you, unleſs you ſpeedily 
enter into yourſelves, with more ſincerity and ſeri- 
ouſneſs than, perhaps, you have hitherto done? 
Yau are all, h 2 but too conſcious of the 
excellences you poſſeſs; but how ignorant are you 
not of the many you want, to be what you ought to 
be! How ready are you, all, to lord it over your 
fellow creatures; and yet how flothful to humble 
yourſelves before Gop. But alas, you are in chis 
true Children of your Grandſire Adam. 

O Adem! Adam / thoughtleſs Parent Adam / 
What was there wanting towards making thee th 
happieſt of Creatures,. but the 3 of thy- 
ſelf ; Created a favourite, a friend, and familiar of 
Gov, made to his likenefs,. and born to be trans- 


| fer'd to a ſeat of Glory in Heaven from a Paradiſe 


on earth (a privilege now denied to all thy poſterity,): 
what had'ſt thou more to wiſh? Muſt thou, needs 
be like Gov, by knowing good and evil? Ah! 
how much wiſer would one grain of knowledge: of. 
thyſelf have made thee; and how much more like 


_ Gop! Had'ſt thou but known thyſelf 5 thou. 


would'ſt have known the infinit diſtance between, 
Gop and thee z thou would'ſt have found, that the 
only way of being like him was to be content with 
the condition of ſubjection to him which he placed 
thee in; his grace would have. improved. his like- 
neſs in thee, and ſpared both thee and us, thy 


_ wretched offspring, the ſad effects of thy ſelf-igng. 


* 1J/aiah xiv. 
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rance. But Adam, Beloved, was like us, and we 
are juſt like him, fond of nothing in, or out of, 
ourſelves but what will fuel our inſatiable pride. 
In fact to what but pride and arrogaaee, the ne- 
1 of ſelf-blindneſs,. can we im- 
pute our being more induſtrious to enquire into the 
merit of others than our own? *Tis'the vain con- 
ceit of poſſeſſing ſome ſuperior excellence. which: 
others are, by us, ſuppoſed to want. Tis this 
prompts ſo many among us to that inſolent queſtion: 
Who ar't thou? In this we hope to glut our vani- 
Ys by expoſing the defects of others and making 
em a foil to our own imaginary' perfe&ions. 
Whereas let us but retort the queſtion on ourſelves: 
Or let them but aſk us in turn: Who are you? 
* What ſay you of yourſelves?” And ah Chriſtians! 
if the anſwers be fair on both ſides; we may chance 
to find, that, for one imaginary. advantage we haue 
over the man we molt deſpiſe, he has a hundred 
real ones over us. And yet neither he nor we can 
have a right to undervalue one-angther as uſeleſs. 
Nor can we do it, without mutual detriment to 
ourſelves and foci Wav, 281 Ito 4 
There are but 2 things in which one man eam 


claim an advantage over another, riches, beauty; 


power, wiſdom, and grace: Not one of whichhow-! 
ever cam entitle any one ſingle. member of human 
ſociety, to value himſelf more than the leaſt of his 
fellow members. Nay all theſe, united in one per- 
ſon, are not ſufficient to make him, in the ſtrict 
ſenſe, more neceſſary than ſome who may want the 
major part of theſe excellences, or be greatly deſici 
ent in all. For head, as, he may be, or deſerve to 
be; he cannot therefore ſay to the humble ſeet of 
ſociety: You are not neceſſary for nie. And nothing; 
wel og grolleſt; ſelf-ignorance. can induce; him to- 
ink ſo. | | 
Nehuchadonozor had riches, but had not ſelf-+ . 
w edge; and. therefore was weak enough to- 
rget his proper function in life, and to dro wn · the 

cal monarch in the mimic deity. Inſtead of act- 
ing like the true head of his people, and drawing; 
them to the knowledge of his their Maker; he 
ſet himſelf up for their Gop and drew them into 
idolatry. But ah fooliſh monarch! When we ſee 
thee, in the deſart, licking the duſt with the beaſts 
of. the field, 'how; much more wilt thou appear thy 
ſelf?, Tell, us then rm thence, bat ar bun 


What ſay'ft. thou of by Fels Alasg of methinks, of 


*© bear bim cxy) alas, I am but a creeping thing 
upon the earth : A wretch beneath the v 
beaſts I commune with. They; errated benea 
me, know themſelves enough to att in their , 
ſphere; I, created; above them, bsw ſo little 
of myſelf, that, by aſpiring above my nature, H 


have ſunk. myſelf beneath it.” Alas unhappy- 
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Prince4 what a pityis it thou did'ſt not know thy- 
felf alittle ſooner? Had*ſt thou at. firſt enter'd ſeri- 


- ouſly into thyſelf, with a Nebuchadonozpr ! who 


ar t ubou What a deal of confuſion might'ſt thou 
not have ſpared thyſelf ! Thou had'ft humbled thy- 
elf before thy Gop, and made it unneceſſary for 
him to humble thee to a level with the brutes of 
the foreſt: Thou had'ſt wiſely led thy people to 


his worſhip and not been reduced to leave them for 


ſeven years, like a lifeleſs trunk without-a head, or 
rather, like the' motionleſs [feet of an 'inanimate 
carcaſs. O Chriſtians, Chriſtians ! Shall I pique 
your pride, and compare you with this ſelt-abſent 
monarch? If Gop has humbled none of you as yet 
to an external level with the brutes; does not your 
own ſelf-ignorance make many of you little ſuperi- 
or to them in the gratification of your coarſe-teed- 
ing appetites? Ah I enter then for once ſeriouſly in- 


toyourſelves.” Aſ your ſouls ; ©. Tell me, my ſoul? 


. what ar't thou? Thou who ſo much prideſt thy- 
< ſelf above the reſt of thy fellows ! Thou, Who, 
< becauſe the head of thy family, deſpiſeſt the feet 


 < of it, thy ſervants; or draggeſt them after thee, 


< in triumph, to the worſhip of vice! Tell me, 


goods of fortune and nature; follow him too in his 


him to lick the duſt of hu- 
r depreſſion of yourſelves. 

Saulhad power, Abſalom had beauty, and Solo- 
mon had wiflom-: But not one of them, alas not 
one, had a competent knowledge of himſelf. Sau! 
reflected not, hence his power was derived; and 
therefore abuſed it to the diſhonour of Gop, the 
elation of himſelf,” and the depreſſion of his people. 
Abſalom conſulted his mirror more than his conſci- 
ence, as, perhaps, ſome of you do; elſe he might 
have ſeen, and ſo might you, how much a defor- 
mity of ſoul is capable of disfiguting the faireſt of 
frames. Solomon was wiſe enough to ſee into all 
thewices and Follies of the reſt of mankind; but 
(ahl) with all his wiſdom, be was fooliſh enough 


40 live in ſelf-ignorance; and for want of entering 
into bimſelf, with a, Solomon obo art thou? he 


ſaw not, how criminal his wiſdom made him ap- 
pear in the abuſe of it. And what was the conſe- 
quence.of ſelf. ignorance in theſe? Why 'the:fir/t, 
With all his race, was cut off from reigning over 
that people which his ſelf- ignorance had drawn in- 
to ſo much ſin and ſorrow; the ſecond, after hav- 


ing beguiled many of his fellow- ſubjects into bis 


unnatural rebellion; fell, or rather hung, the unpi- 
tied victim of divine vengeance : And the laſt, fie 
Having expoſed, and yet encouraged, vice and fol- 

after having, by bad example, ren- 


- 


A 


der'd the wiſdom he was inſpired with by Gop 
uſeleſs, nay detrimental, to the ſalvation of many; 
after having, in a word, tho* the wiſeſt of men, 
made the moſt fooliſh figure a mortal in his ſenſes 
could make ; died a parable of ſuſpence, leaving his 
own ſalvation a matter of doubt to poſterity. Alas! 


What then can riches, oy; power or wiſdom a- 


vail any member of human ſociety, who, for want 
of ſelf-knowledge to apply them rightly, only abu- 
ſes them to the ruin of himſelf and others ? 

What ſerved you, O ſenſeleſs inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, the repetition of graces and heavenly fa- 
vours ſhower'd on you by the Almighty ? What a- 
vail'd you the being born cotemporaries with Chriſt, 
members of his favourit city, the ſeat of his elect, 
where he choſe to manifeſt his redemption ; when 
you would not know him? But ah! how ſhould 
you know him, you who took no pains to know 
yourſelves? O bad thou but known, ſays Chriſt to 
this perverſe generation, *, Bad. thou but known, in 
this thy day, the things which pertain to thy peace! 
But now they are hidden fram thy eyes. Yes: Had 


the Jews but been each as diligent to enquire of 


himſelf, bo ar't thou ?. What ſay ſt thou of thyſelf? 
as they were in queſtioning the Baptiſt ; they might 
have removed that ſelf-ignorance, which, like an 
impenetrable fog ſtood between them, and the know- 
ledge of their Saviour; they would have been ena- 
bled to open their eyes to behold him, their minds 


to believe in him, and their bearts to receive him; 


they would have ſtill been his darling people and 
joy d in the ſal vation be came to work among them. 
Inſtead of which, What are they now, but mere 
outlaws of heaven, vagabonds upon earth, 'and, by 
the expreſs judgment of the Divine Juſtice, baniſh' 

from the religious ſociety and even civil communi- 


on of all the reſt of mankind ; become the abhor- 
rence. of Chriſtians, the mockery of Heretics, the 
J 


working; tools of infidelity, and objects of ſuſpicion, 
reproach and infamy ta one- another. Hence, belo- 
ved brethren, you ſee how very detrimental to him- 
ſelf and others it is and muſt be for every mortal, 
confider*d as a member of human ſociety, to live in 
ſelf-ignorance. Now therefore let us employ the 
little time we have left, to conſider :----How im- 
rn it is for every man, conſider'd barely as a 
nn tire, to have a competent knowledge 

imſelf.” © n en WS. 


* 


II. I need not detain you long upon this head, 


Chriſtians: So be not alarm'd for your freedom and 
eaſe. What I have already ſaid in the former part 
of this diſcourſe, will in great meaſure ſerve, by the 
rules of analogy, to prove and illuſtrate this. Man- 
Kind is not only a numerous world, but an aſſociati- 


| on 
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on of worlds. Every individual is not only the part 
of a great world; but a little world in himſelf. 
this lit 
ſelf which is the fleſh, but a body politic, both re- 
ligious and civil, compoſed of the ſenſes as ſo many 
inferior members, an imagination, a memory, 
other internal faculties ſuperior to theſe, and reaſon 
and conſcience the eyes and guides of the reſt, with 
free-will and grace like the head, and the heart to 
preſide over and give life to the whole. While 
theſe then preſerve their proper ſubordination, there 
muſt be a perfect harmony within us. But if any 
one of theſe forgets it's proper function, encroaches 
upon the province of the other, or ſuffers a ſtagna- 
tion of virtue; what but confuſion and diſorder muſt 
enſue? And how ſhall it be otherwiſe; if the ſoul, 
- which. is the intelligence by whom all are put in ac- 
tion, forgets, ar deſiſts from, it's office of watching 
rpetually over this little world with a kind of pro- 
vident ſelf- intuition? ; 

How is it we preſerve our phyſical body in health 
and vigour, but by conſtantly watching over it's 
conſtitution, i ſee that it's motions are regular, 
that each member performs it's functions in due or- 
der, and to apply a proper remedy where we diſ- 
cover the leaſt want of one? So then ought we 
to do with the inward man, ſo ought we to watch 
over the conſtitution of the ſoul. It every man's bo- 
dy has a pulſe to ſerve as an index of the harmony 
or diſorder reigning in it; fo has his ſoul. The 
Intention is the pulſe of the ſoul. As that beats 
high with vanity or ſelf-eſteem, or low with floth 
or diſſipation; the foul is in a frenzy of pride and 
ambition, or in the decaying ſtate of avarice or luſt. 
But if it moves regular and moderate with humility 
and charity; then the circulation of virtue flows 
freely, the life of grace throbs warm in every part, 
and the whole interior realm of the ſoul injoys-har- 
mony, peace, and plenty of ſubſtantial comforts. 
Yet how ſhall, man be able to know, when it is ſoz 
or apply a timely remedy, when it is not ſo; with- 
out ſeriouſly watching oyer it's motions, often feel- 


ing the pulſe.of bis intention, and thus gaining a per- 


fect knowledge of the true diſpoſition of it? Self- 
knowledge then cannot but be of the higheſt impor- 
tance toſ every man, conſider d even as à ſeparate 
| individual. 182 | Mans 1111 th ob 19 1: by h 
For this we have. no leſs an oracle than the Hos 
ly Ghoſt, y ho in the Canticles.* preſſes, nothing ſo 
meh to his Spouſe the Soul as a perfect knowledge 
ol herſelf; If thou ar't ignorant of thy fs O Fair- 
eft go forto.,  ** Yes, leave the ſtate of ignorance 
„ thou 't in; ſhake off thy ſpiritual drowſineſs; 
7% rounded wit „and go forth from diſſipati 
** that, entering into thyſelf, thou may ſt enjoy the 
141214 15 Chap i. 
OL. | 


tie world has not only a phyſical body in it- 


Flee the dark, miſt of {elf-ablence thqu ar't ſur; | my to Go 
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ce _ and lightſome air of ſelf- intuition. But 
ah ! how few are there, who liſten to the inſtruc- 
tive voice of this Divine Charmer, charming ſo 
ſweetly | How univerſally true is the complaint of 
Jeremiah, tand how applicable to the preſent un- 
ppy age, T be whole world is fil d with deſolation, 
becauſe there is no one who beartily reflects No 
one enters ſeriouſly into himſelf, nor thinks with 


ſincerity on the inward ſtate of his foul; and there-- 


fore all run headlong out of themſelves. No 
wonder therefore, that ſo many ot you are borne 
away by the tempeſtuous hurricanes of your unru- 
4 into ſuch a ſtate of inward confuſion, as 
threatens you with, and is likely to end in, nothing 


-leſs dreadful than, utter irreparable miſery. : 


And yet, who. can well refrain from being ſur- 
priſed, that this important ſelf-knowledge, this ne- 
ceſlary inward refſection, ſhould eſcape any man; 
when every object of the ſenſes reflects it to us all? 
The perpetual inſtability of every part of nature is 
one continued leſſon to us of the incertainty of our 
Being here. The day, the Night, the light of the 
one, and the gloom of the other are but ſo many 
hints to you to examen into the ſituation of your 
ſouls, to ſee whether grace makes all light within 
you, or whether ſin has not over-ſpread the whole 
with darkneſs. Both remind you of life and death; 
and teach you, by a reflection on your mortal and 
immortal ſtate, to make ſuch nſe of the former, as 
may render the latter a bleſſing rather than a curſe - 
to you. The viciſſitudes of health and ſickneſs in 
human nature; It's fickleneſs in good; It's prone- 
neſs to evil, and it's froward faintneſs in retreating 
from it: The poverty, ſickneſs, and innumerable 
accidents which baffle the worldly. purſuits of man, 
and often rob him even of himſelf: All are ſo ma- 
ny 2 warnings to every one of you to enter into 
uy „ With a, “ Tell me my Soul who ar't ſoon 
** what ſay'ſt thou of thy ſelf. Ar't thou not ſub 
«.jet 2 20 at — L le Say. 9 
<. uſe do'ſt thou make of them? Or how ar't thou 
<* diſpoſed to. encounter or bear them.? Ah Ohriſti- 
ans! Would you but lay hold on thefe warnings; 
would each of you make theſe ſerious queries to 

ourſelves; how ſoon and how brightly would the 
Rr be of grace apd ſelf· Knowledge break in upon | 
vou]! With, what fruitful, ſurpriſe. and 'confulion- 
would not moſt of you find, | how very much yuu 
are what r ſuſpect yourſelves to be, and 


how very ttle-you are what you. all ought to be? 
bl by 


2 the help of queries like theſe, that the 
Royal Penitent David was enabled to riſe from the 
tate of an adulterous murderer of man, and an ene- 
e bad plunged him 

, 


ich 
0: 20 85 % to, ſuch 2 e e n 
NAS as allt d him tha blefling of his 
+ Chap. zi. 9 


26 
and a Main aftet 63's ot heart, White he ab- 


rity of the-ftionarchy tb abuſe it. 
teß d unte Ramel; he overlooks the gaudy title of 
Prince, in the pride-deprefling conſideration of pe- 
rimabte mar, Well; David! well ＋ Prince 
3 Motiarch ! be art thou? What ſay- 
500 of thy ſelf ? © Sovereign, Pritice and Monarch! 
een: 1. 0 154, dere von — 
f, notHingt6 valve myſelf fe, ##y 
* "fob ante} My All, is ds nofBiny 20570 bee 

4 Krün you but's ſerious ſcrüxiny of his foul 
eee tHe" B Baptiſt to give To niet an account 
of Himſelf When 2 Jeu eame to him with that 
ſtartling queſtzen; e art then? He anſwer's them 
not — ay, But, aſſumiſig the character 
of their eder ts His ſoul,” e enters inte it's 


er eee eee e Gothe; —5 Soul, fays 
Jom elkäakt, be a v that noh give 
* 24 er 10 Then who ſent 0 
* 1b4u df thy If? t thou the Moſſia, ? Ni; 
* fſtom it's ib fateber of his ſhots I um not worthy 
* 37 Been Walt i thou Elias? Nv: I ant nl. 
2 Mt 4 Fyipben 2 No. Wut ar't thou then: 
© ſorely thaw art ſomething more thith Bay: 
«No; he. Jbl 1 1 — of miſtakes: have 
* eate of depreſſing encellences by rating wen 
&« t66 high rr © tell thee, be humble. Go 
ns dg wn and Gt th6fe who fent thee what hu- 
r mien ſhall difldte- to thee.” Well, then Jahn 
887 a den. . Mes; 1 & ſearcely be deem 
2 ſüwerning: 1 an bit half = ſomething: 
«Breath; # voice, an eccho in a vaſt defart, that ir, 
i 4 bord, one remove from nothing.” 8 
i a'voitt, lays St. John, crying In the deſert. 
Chriſtians \ What next-to-tothings then muſt — 
you be, Wich all your fancied merit; if this pro- 
digy of niftite and grace is, at laſt ut d wies! For 2 2 
r Bus nos riſen, fays Chriſt, a greater among ! 
women, thin John the Baptiſt. O ell 
[ of What importance ar't thou not to 


Ben 
It . 


wan? 


e in, who 
the N thee. "Yau b_ the” difference is 
mM y feet th erer. 
- ity. K 25 thon 7 Peter ! 
„ Af whis indeed, O Lord, that thou ſhould'ſt 
© waſhithy beet? O tell me, Br, tel ggg foul, 
Phar, thou 2” Here truth, fike a fd of day 
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'S 
. 


ſented from hienſelf he confider'd only the gutho- 
But once he en- 


ſmner. 


cee, and returns nor thence ini frauglit 


Maſter, and you fay well: Por I am fo. 


this which made St. Peter de- 


Pye hon to 


On the T HITRD SUNDAY, &c. 


ktiowledgoof himſelf. Away from me, Lord! A 
prodeh me not: Nor let the grojitant, like me; hs of 


with the Sacred as thou ar't. 


ſinner. 
Thus, proba 
thought. And thence it probably was, that Chriſt 
then ſhew'd himſelf to him, brought him to 2 = 

fect union with himfelf 7 Ter 66 
raiſed him, to the dignity of his fübfkitute-. Well, 
well did ſt thor _ 2 O en faint, and 


to 4 4 purpoſe t 
aviour! diff Then too know t 
. — in fs i ſtupendous aft of ſelf-depreffion ? Didi 
thou ifftetrogate thyſelf beforehand, Ixsvs who “. 
„den? Ww'ſk thou Rift mindful of the Gon, when 
kneeling hnmbly at the feet of men to waſh "them ? 
Yes, Chriſtians : Your Saviout knew himſelf, — 
plain. He knew, that he was G65 3 and yer for« 
got not, that he was alſo man. He knew, that he 
was Lord of thofe, whoſe feet he waſh'd, and whom 
he often had inſtructed to be humble; and therefore 
knew, that nothing could add greater force to his 
precepts than example. Wherefore, fays he, Know 
** what I habe dene to you ? You call mn Lord und 
If then I, 
being Lord and after, have waſh'd your feet, you 
ontght te w0afh on- amoi bers feet. For I have given 
2 example, that, as I have done, fo you alſo may 


Such, Chriſtians, ſuch are the fruits of ſelf-know- 
, hamility, and charity: Such the ſentiments 

of the ſaints, and of the Lord of ſaints : And ſuch muſt 
be your ſentiments, if you mean to be ſaints, Hike 
thoſe, and difciptes of him. Endeavour then, like 
thofe, to come at a perſect knowledge of yourſelves, 
_— of yourſelves, every one, Who you ate?“ 
you will ſoon find matter to humble yourſelves 


beneath the reſt of your fellow creatures in your | 
which 


eſteem, and to curb that inſufferable arrogance 

ſo often prompts you to claim e 60e over them. 
Next Sunday, 5, Lan endeavour to make this im- 
portant knowledge eaſy to you * rege u — 
nature of it. In the 3 d n the lad 

it with this ſerious queſt oa, Tell me, 5 775 
% DU att thou? W 
if you do this with 1 


& of grace ſfiall amply ey your” 55 — 
even foreſtall all human inftruQions to you. Light 
then, O Spirit Divine, upon this people, and on 


Pa 


me"their Paſtor : Grant us the to make a 
froitful ſeateh into ourſelves, that knowing what 
we are and becoming what we 


Which, Er 


ve 


SERMON 


Thou ar't Geb: 
And I, alas, nothing but man; nay leſs than man, 4 
Gs out from me, Lord; for Ian a min, & 
bly, as once before, St. Peter 


ht to be, we 
rn Kong," 5 0d polling te 


— 
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1 FOURTH SUNDAY in ADVENT, 
St. LUKE iu. 4, 5, 6. duct, what an irregular deformity of life your un- 


The voice of one crying in the deſert: Prepare the ruly paſſions have dragg'd you into: Aud the crook, 
way of the Lord, make flrait bis paths : Every ed dinge ſhall be made firait, and vhe rough ways 
valley ſball be fill'd, and every mountain and bill Plain. You will bluſh for yourſelves, with ſhame 
ſhall be made low; and crooked things ſhall be | of the falſe and flattering idea you had of yourſelves, 
made ſtrait and rough ways plain: ind all fleſb/ The time and ground which you will find to have ) 
ſhall ſee the ſalvation of Gov. | been loſt by the crookedne(s of your evil ac 

Yo . or the diſtorted motives of your ones, wi 

PHE very fame St. Fobn, Chriſtians, whoſe ex. ſhew you the neceſhey of maki ait again by 

inal lady led you to the important ſtudy YPentance and perſeverance, * 4 Word. You 

of yourſelves, is this day to lead you to the fruitful il find it your intereſt to turn your backs n 

end of that ſtudy, This miracle in nature, tho, at Nice; and the rugged —— virtue, rugged only 

laſt, nothing greater than a voice and a voice in a for want of being tx „ will, by frequent a 

deſert, is capable, if you have but ſpirit to follow Ation, become ſmaoth and render that intereſt a 

the trackleſs Pleaſure to you. Thus will you offaQually pre are 
225 


89 * 


him, of ſafely guiding you out 
mare of ſelf-ignorance you have hitherto lived in. be way of the Lord to your hearts and 


Next-to-nothing, as he himſelf would be thought, Cg Habs: And all Flefb, thus prepared, ſhall 


do but liften to him with the attention which is Salvation of Gop.. : 7 
Such, Beloved, ſuch are the excellent fruits of 


felt-knowledge; and without this they.ore not to he 
obtain'd. Let us but for a minute ge back the 
way we have come, and this truth vil appear more 
evident. According to the Prophet — =_ 


tiſt, for all Fleſb to ſee the ſelnation.of Gop 
rough ways muſt he made plain ; the; erophed things 
muſt he made firait; cnary mountain and hi Fꝑt 
be mage low; and every valley muſt be fg. In A 
Mort the wey of the Lord muſt he prepares and bis © 
bath flraiten'd by penance de the —— Fong 4 
That iis, for Mankind to fey the Selngtion of 9p, 2 
they muſt practice virtue into eaſe; they mult ghange | 
the crookedneſs of vice for a ſtraitneſs,of pigtyt;4hey 
muſt lower arrogance to humility, and fill up the 
void of ſpiritual neglect with the fervor. of grace. , 3 
In a word, they muſt te a ſtrait and gxen Nh 
for the Lord to their ſoulshy ſuch a ſerions inſpec- 
tion into themſelves, as, by a fervent';and con... 
ſtant repentance, may render them worthy of the re- LEM 
miſſton of ſins which be comes to aſford tm. 
 Self:knowledge then, van ſpe, Chiiſtians, is the 
fnſt ſtep to the Ralnation of GO. We cannot 
berefare he awed without ſome degree of it. O 
important cienceil He very nad ar t. u, and 
-xet how much neglemted But ah! What 
nowludge of ourſel ws, any Gop, can he ſuſficient 
todife s o br joyful end prepaid? 1e er. 
2 y 


— 
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ly knowing our pedigree, perfections real or fanci- 
ed, our family, or condition? Whether we are no- 
ble or plebeian; rich or poor; or ſtrong or weak; 
or fair or homely ? In honour or diſgrace with man? 
No, my friends, No: It matters little how you ſtand. 
with men. The great important care of life ſhould 
be, how you appear in the Almighty's ſight. To 
a with advantage in the eyes of men; there 
needs but a little diſſimulation. They ſee but the 
outſide of N and judge but by appearances: 
And therefore, if you have but art enough to con- 
ceal from their obſervation the vices you commit, 
and to put on the bare affectation of the virtues you 
want; you may cheat them into applauſe and trick 
them out of their eſteem. On the contrary, if 
you have too little worldly cunning and too much 
goſpel-ſimplicity, to know, how to reconcile the out- 
ward effects of your inward piety with their depra- 
ved notions of virtue; acceptable as your actions 
may be to Gos, they will only draw —_ wy 
the hatred and contempt of the giddy wor ut 
Go is not to be impoſed upon, nor can he be miſta- 
ken. He ſearches the reins and the beart. Nei- 
ther your actions nor motives eſcape his penetrati- 
on. He ſees, as well what you really are, as what 
you ought to be; and will reward-e--puniſh you 
not according to your ſeeming, but your real, deſert. 
As you appear before him, worthy or unworthy, you 
mall fee; or not ſee, the Salvation of God. The only 
way then you have, to be ſpeQators of that joyful 
light, is tocommence from this inſtant ſpectators of 
yourſelves, in order to find out theſe three impor- 
tant things: What you have been; what you ac- 
tually are; and what you ought to be, in the pre- 
fence of your ever-ſeeing all- ſeeing Gop. In this, 
Chriſtians, conſiſts the perfect knowledge of your- 
ſelves. This is the ſelf-knowledge I would fain 
Pique you to the ſtudy of. And this, I dare hope, 
you will all be eager to acquire, if you do but, alo 
with me, in this diſcourſe, conſider the three dif- 
ferent circumſtances in which every man ought to 


f 1 As a Man; 


II. As a Chriſtian; and &.. 


= 3 in one particular ſtation 
Ne. 11 d e . , . 


q Great Gop, whoſe mercy made us for the no- 
| * bleſt end! Afford us light to ſee what thou de- 
* figneOſt alt to be; that, finding how extremely 
4 wide we are of anſwering thy all-gracious pur- 
* poſe, we may with future dili atone for paſt 
neglects, deſerve to be beheld by thee with fa- 
vourable eyes, and thus be render d worthy to 


On the FOUR TH SUN D Ax 


was he placed in Paradiſe, that cloſely attach'd to 


O glorious, exalted creature, man]! hat a no- 
= beholdourlelves, the joyful ſight of thy falyation.? 


I. The firſt thing, beloved, which you are to 
conſider in yourſelves is your being in abſtraQ, as 
Man. And what a field of reflection will not this 
open to you ? Look but to the right, view the dig- 
nity of your nature; and every valley ſhall be filPd: 
Turn to the left, view the degeneracy of that na- 
ture; and every mountain and bill ſhall be made low. 
Look up and take but a general ſurvey of your 
ſouls, and the exalted glory they were created for; 
and a laudable ambition ſhall fire you to emulate an- 
equality with Angels: Look down on your fleſh, . 
and the reptil condition your unruly we” cy have 
ſunk you to; and your pride ſhall be humbled to the 
level with brutes. O my Gop! What.is man that 
thou ar't mindful of bim? * What a. ſtupendous 
paradox is this m__ mine! Little to a meanneſs, 
great to a pitch of Glory; deſpicably low, yet high 
as ambition can aſpire; mortal and yet unperiſha- 
ble; at once both earthly and celeſtial : Mortal 
and earthly with the World, Immortal and heaven- 
ly with the Gop who made it: All littleneſs and 
lowneſs in the fleſh ; but in the ſpirit, all which is 
great and greatly noble. 

Such then you are, beloved, every one, as Man; 
a creature form'd by Gop to his own bleſſed like-- 
neſs, to be a ſharer with him in eternal bliſs. And 
that you might purſue the end for which you were 
created, he gave you, each, a ſoul immortal, great,. 

ſpiring to and fitted for a perfe& union with it's 
Maker. But then, that it might not pervert 
the excellence of it's nature, like Lucifer, to a 
compariſon with Gop, he gre it the pride-reſtrain- 
ing curbof a corruptible body, little, impotent, mean- 
and contemptible. In ſhort, the perfections of the 
ſoul are ſo many ſpurs to the fleſh, capable of ſpi- 
riting it up to the noble ſtruggle after heavenly 
joys ; and the meanneſſes of the body are ſo many 
bridles to the ſoul, to ykeep it within the humble 
dependences of a — Man, however, in the 
whole, as finiſh'd by his Creator, was originally a 
glorious Being; a reſemblance of the Deity itſelf ; 
next to the Angels in perfection; and deſtin'd to be, 
one day, intimately united to the Former and equal. 
to the Latter. And to fum up his excellence with 
the emphatic conciſeneſs of the royal Prophet, His 
Divine Creator made him little inferior to the hea- 
venly-Hoſt, crown'd him with glory and honour, 
and appointed him over all the worksof his Almigh- 
hands. Mortality was not originally any pait of 
nature. No, © To this end, ſays St Gregory,.. 


mor, 


erg att 


* his Maker by the bands of obedience and love, he 
might thence be transfer'd without any taſte of 
« death, to the heavenly. ſeats of the angels.” 
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ble greatneſs was't thou firſt raiſed to, by thy Al- 
mighty Author | But Ah! What does the conſide- 
ration of thy original . greatneſs avail, but to render 
thee the more contemptible by compariſon with 
the abje& littleneſs thou ar't ſunk to? The eminence, 
thou ar't fallen from, ſerves only to make thy folly 
more conſpicuous, thyſelf more contemptible, and 
thy fall the more miſerable. The matter of thy 
glory is become the ſubje& of thy confuſion. Alas, 
unhappy fickle creature man, rather let me ſay, who, 
when be was in honour did not underſiand * man 
was once in honour then! Yes, and O what ho- 
nour | He had a paradiſe for his abode, a n of 
delights for his pleaſure; wide of want and a ſtran- 
ger to care, he was fed with the choiceſt fruits of 


the earth, refreſh'd with the moſt fragrant flowers 


of the field, crown'd with glory and appointed over 
all the works of his Maker : But more onour*d on 
account of the divine image he bore in his breaſt, 
with the ſociety of angels, and a degree of familia- 
rity with Gop himſelf. But ah! he did not ſuffi- 
cently weigh the honour done him; and there- 
fore exchanged all this excellence for an ignoble 
likeneſs with ſenſeleſs animals, and, by ſtooping to 
a compariſon with brutes, became like them, + O 
deplorable. change! What tears of blood can ſuffi- 
cient! bewail the downfall of this once noble be- 
ing, from an inhabitant of paradiſe, the lord of the 
earth, the companion of angels, the intimate of the 
Almighty, the fellow-citizen of the bleſſed ſpi- 
rits above and joint heir with them to the joys 
of Heaven, now become by a moment trans- 
formation, like a beaſt of burden, labouring be- 


neath a load of infirmities,. ſenſible as cattle 
to every want, and like untamed favages, tied 
down to coercive laws. Ah my Gop! Needleſs: 
was it for the prophet to urge thee to what thou 

whe haſt thou with a muzzle and' 
bridle tied up the jaws of man, who did not ap- 


haſt done. Alr 


proach to thee. t 
Behold, Chriſtians, behold 


Gop, happy as it was made, under the protec- 


tion of unlimited power, under the tuition'of eter-- 
nal truth, under the government of infinit wiſ- 
dom, and under the immediate influence of unbound- 
ed liberality? And then, if you dare confider it in 


It's preſent abject condition, behold it again, vretch- 


ed as it is made, by the vices which enflave it, 


the fal ſhoods which beguile it; the follies which 


betray it, and the __ of wants, miſeries and 
it. And after all, tell 


weakneſſes which depre | 
21 What is there wanting in the nature ot man 
to 


* " 


gree of ſelf-deprefſion ? * 


umble it befare Gov. to the profoundeſt de- 


Whatever you might have been then, Ohriſtians, . : 
* Palm xlvii, + F. xlvii. f Pf. . xxxi.. 


your nature in it's 
original eminence, and tell me: What could be 
wanting to ſpirit it up to the ſublimeſt union with 


die: Agents of fol 
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enter but ſeriouſſy into yourſelves, and you will 
each of you find, that as man, you are now but an 
abje& thing in the ſight of Gop ; abject in the vile- 
neſs of matter you are compoſed ot, for Gov form- 
ed man of the ſlime of the earth ;, * abje& in the 
ſhortneſs of your duration, for our time, ſays the 
Wiſe Man, 7s like th- paſſing of 4 ſhadow't And 


* ah! how abject in the miſeries you are ſubject to? 


The man who is born of a woman, living but a ſhort 
time, ſays inſpired Job, ir filPd with many -- af 
riet. Many miſeries indeed, both in ſoul and 
dy ! Your ſoul, tho” of divine extraction, à breath 
of the Diyinity,. and an emanation of the eſſence of 
God; 8 no N. 4 1 the 1 of the Al- 
mighty, if I may be allow'd the expreſſion, than it 
— che ublic e of it's Crea- 
tor by the contagion of ſin: And what has it now 
for it's appointments but folly, ignorance and prone- 
neſs to fin? What is it, for little it is left to itſelf, 
but a ſlave to the deyil, a dupe to the world, and 
that which is ſtill, lower) a tool to it's on fleſh? 
not here a mighty ſubje& of vain-glory? And if 
you muſt think ſo meanly of your nobler part, 
what can you think of the ignoble? As to your bo- 
dy, it orginally. was nothing: It now is but earth; 
and, one day, muſt return to the inanimate: mean-- 
ef ſprung yon, 11 8 N 9292 
as I not afraid of making you peeviſh with your-- 
ſelves, Beloved, Tould Mow 1 on to Ces i 
a glaſs, and ſuch a glaſs as you will not find on every 
toilet. To you; © Females, let me talk: For 
you are call'd, and ſo you are; the falreſf as well 
as the vaineſt Sex; Vou, I warrant, think your- 
felves compoſed of ſome celeſtial paſte, made up 
of nothing leſs than the choiceſt flowers and gums 
and ſpices : But believe me you are miſtaken; and 
that groſly too. You are but a ſecond draught of 
Man: And what is Man? Why (as St. Bernard 
ſays) in his conception, he is the dregs of corrup- 


tlon; from his birth to his death, a little veſſel of 


filth; and afterwards; the regale of inſects. Theſe, 


Theſe are the charms, O mortals, which you have 


to glory in. Well then may mankind” pride (may 


they not?) in the fairneſs of their frames, when 


form'd of the flime,. the mire and duſt of the 


earth, conceived of what ever is moſt corrupt in 

feſhly concu iſcence, and what is viler ſtill, concei-- 

ved in ther lution of fin 3 born to labour; to fear, to 
Ir 


row; and, more wretched yet, born to 
5 offenſive to Gov, offenſive 
ve to themſelves; agents of e- 


want, to 


to man, and offen 


vils, which Min their reputation, fully their per- 


ſons, and pollute their conſciences; agents of im- 


pertinence, who negle& the Safe, the Uſeful and 
the Neceffe , for Danger, Detriment and Deſtrue- 


* 
* r e Alow⸗ 
* Gen, ii. f + Cecleſ. vu. F 
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| Allow me here one word to you, O Methodiſti- Say to yourſelves each Few when you wake ; 


as fanatics.of the age! Tell me, fond preſumers on Remember, my foul, thou ar't not Gop impec- 
your own ee what comes of all your 4 * cable, or oy oy 0: Thou atꝰt Man de- 
empty boaſts of purity If you are men; whence 4 Pendant. on Bim, for all the blefſi ings thou this 
comes your vaunted ſecurity from Jin? we might 2 8 oſt want or covet, Deſerve thoſe bleſ- 
credit your fond dreams, you are ſanctißed; y ; vou, Pac then, by faithfully, complying . with his 
forſoath, can fin no mote: And Gon himſelf can't Remember thou ar't Man, * ſubject to 
damn you, or withdraw his grace from you. Hor- 1 temptations and liable to every external miſery : 
cid blaſphemy ! Tf this was ſo, or could be ſo, 4 Stand then upon thy guard, to reſiſt the one 
what —— of you, O inſpiration ! If © and bear the other with faith and fortitude. '» 
theſe bold boaſters, theſe ſelf -confident preſumers PEE | this memorandum when you la you down: 
ir thus bid Heaven defiance ;, in vain then, epeat it on ęvery N whans I it is needful, 


eat Apoſtle, do'ſt thou exhort whe; 4 wh Arg You 801 e 8 1 . 5 5 
0 


r . ac. I ic Gn . ⁵˙-!.. ̃ĩ¾eß a ONE FEY WS 


455 to dale beed left be #8: 
2 even Thou thyſelf haſt old us, by. 00 8 5. 0 py oP but;accountable to him for the uſes 
phet, + chat man knoweth not whether he be wor 4 ay Puck, of 0 Thou ar't but Man liable to 
of love or batred. And are not you, O idle boaſt- 4 > adverſit je&to fall from all chy preſenkt 
. era, ſtill men with all dee aro lanAity? Are Affluence, or 0 to abuſe, and ſuffer for it, 
you mare holy than; 775 chat e without end.” Are you depreſt by adverſe for- 
4 men are liars. % Are you Ang 10 [ſaiah, who tune? Chear up Your uls again : © Remember, 
| Proalaims all human nature to he th Are e , you . 4 7 Hg ar't nat God, and therefore not 3 
more kundige, e more ue in grace, than 10 « impaſſible. As thou ar 't Man, thou muſt be li- 
Paul, who, tho" a Veſſel of Hection, was ſtill © - Alle. to evils: It is. by bearing ſuch with fortitude 
prone to fin in the fleſh; and therefore under the © and 1 57.5 that thou ſhalt one day be united 
_meceſlity of chaſtiſing his body and hringi inging it un- « with thy Go Are you tempted to ſin? Cry 
der ſubjection, || le/? zubile be preached to ot ers, out to eee, in the abundance of your danger. 
Fee elf foould become a reprobile Are you-wiſer © i mY Joy], who thou ar't. Theſe 


chop Mgr Wiſdom who tells you, that, A B ions prove, thou-ar't not Gop; too 
uni ul beir bee 7 yy 0 8055 what © 9 955 roclaim thee Man, corrupted, ſin- 
arrggance is this! No wonder Luci mould aſpire © ful Man. Ves thou -ar't Man, for-ever in the 
to an equality with thee ; if wretched, reptil m * fight of th: Creator, who is ready to aſſiſt thee 
Wall dave to uſurp . £8 into ls and. rob if thou galleſt on him, and able to chaſtiſe thee 
- thee of the Ig deſerting hun, Shall finful © ik ure endeſt him. Go then, if thou mult 
n retain Wee bog of purity? * im, where he may N the But ah 
lo, WH let we (Wit fob Jay 4% cor- *.my Gop1 0 57 ball T go from t Spirit ? 
Caption, thou, ar other; iy to (Or M( thou 5 d avbither af I flee 2 by face? If 1 
ar t mother: n ar my Mer. n * cend * Ben ven? tbay ar't there: If de- 
Thus, Chriſtians, thus * will Fs : * ſeand into hell; 1 4 4 prefent. * If 1 take” 


clelves; if each of you, conſider yo * my wings early, and-dwell in the extreme parts 
Deans, 25 Man. br 2 2 * u fi ag 7 7 the ea; e ee ale > ſb bats band con- 
er Venity, 77 . ſelf-eſteem? 4 mes and. t r be bead I bold,me. Wilt 
what matter will not his confideration ard ke be y. my. Gul eto a uſe the Goodneſs 
" the 1 humilit Fhilip, the; father of 10 cheriſbes * 1 inſult the 22 Bog 
Mexander, after his "rid oy i 1 thee, and let at dekance he 


lor pier the e 
_ Snding himſelf diſpe elated with [uccels, © h ite 9 motian, Man, V fon pk as 


«pc eu 2 on s.of ſuqh à capital #.th tts | 
take, appointed ane of e to whe ah N oY „ theſe ar b e. the Kifiaicy $ 
| ky * 7 lering. - Feriou' 


very morning with this important caution.: which Fe 
* deen, 195 14A wh n. Be mindful then, ah! 


= member, © King, Thou jar't not ut a e N 

Fs Av nt f. - 
Man, © of Ew no Fine 70 1752 2 2 ny - y abs 2 . hes het for 
ve 


2 0 
= IG far a ;re- | 
= e for Chriſtians to neglect it? Shall it be II. Tt the deration of your Being, as Man, 


n — 8 : 3 ä 
gern ee ern 


= | Heathen has outdone you No, entet into 15 Fl humiliation to yous what a ſubject 
= Jour ſauls, and be yourſelves your own monitors. 2 5 venly ambition may you. not fi 
= -. 2 — 1 C. z. + Ecchfiafts ix, fee the Latin Vlgate. in the happy conſciouſneſs of being Chriſtigns! A 


_ 


alu cav. 3 1 5 — | 242 ; i. 


iar is One, whe; ted in Chriſt by the 
Afſe of Gov, . his fleſh” wich his vices: 


\cofieupiſcetees; and Neading 4 holy life of Paith 
and Good. Work, is daily advancing” moe and 
more t6 Life Ever o this end. O'Beloved, 


has hes GD. end you to the Cotninunion' of his 
Church. To this end, has he been profuſe in his 
wee favours to you's in the gifts of grace, 
— 19 theologicat virtues, holy” Sacrament: 
r efficacious means of Salvation, which 
yob = in common with his Elect: Favours all 
of infinit value; favours not beſtow'd on ever na- 
tion, and Favours, alas more is the pity, with-held 
from millions in this anhappy' land their 
own But ah dearefl Chriſtians ! What 
will all theſe bleſſings avail even — to whom — 
are indulged, if you flight or abuſe them? Son 
fouls then 08 fee, * uſe you: put them to. 
You firmly Waben in Chriſt and dis Chafch "Ales! 
hat alone is the leaft rt of your duty „ Chrif- 
tians ! Vain is all yo e ves {firs if 
not enfiven'd by Lworks. Wh wot rar taught 
to believe? Only for the ſake of ' believing? That 
woult de an idle faith. It would be leſs abſurd not 
to believe, than to believe and not pract ic. 
Recollect what 1 lately told you, 
devils themſelves believe '#nd tremble: | In what 
then do you excell them, if you do no mere? You 
believe and fear Goy, I no queſtion; But 
aſk your fouls : Is your fear of Gon oly eno — 
in you works worthy of your belief? 5 
you are Enit in vain. For ner — 
fay'th te me, Lord, Lord, fays Chriſt, ball enter in- 
to the Kingdom aten; ut be only wh '#orh-1he 
avill A „ why i in Heben... 
ar e in the days of the — 
ha LE to be their Got { Vet, alas, their faith 
was but of greater condemnatiom to them; becaufe 
while they honour'd God with their Hps, they de- 
med him with their 2 and were eſer 
from him by the ty öf their hearts 
Peopli, fays the Lord ** tie Abbe lg ut 
theft betrt ir fa from me. Is this verified in none 
of you? ou all rofeſs the _ of Chriſt, were 
br rr in His 4 . N ame renounted 
metre wicht ell, e uod "the leſs: 


e 
e our d ä dar e e 


fol theſe are bende u are to e 
ſelves upon, 8 Chtiffits.* And af & Hat ſub 
dif not tr 
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» 


fully; engage 


belevech: The 


of 


Wy na 


Fr 
negle& will you! noe find, wanting eo be Ald up 


wrtty virtue and 1 17 you. compare the rigour 
of your calfing with' the deffexcy” of your lives; 
what mountains of pride” and felf-efteem, will you 
not find it requiſit to male few Vou will ind the 
—— — . the crookedneſs of your lives, 


1 — — paths of virtue *till 


| — You will re 
ite the life of ni much mere of a Chriſtian, 
is 4 perpetual were ' meonfeſtent With the floth 


and eaſe you have, perhaps, hitherto inordinately 


ſtudied to por 
The life of x Chtiffian man, (ſays St. Mari 
5272 © Murs) if he lives according to the Goſpel, is one 
continued croſs and mattyrdom.” O Chriftians ! 
You 43 — — foldiers'' then y if on 
ner w r 4 ſtruggie, — | 
without a —— Fight therefore and — % 
warmly in the' firiiggle after d. 
ty: Be mindful of your engagement; keep 
conditions i It view; ard look to the war” you ch 
to maintain: In baptifin, you engaged your ſelves 
by yow, to reſiſt the devil? the world, and your” 
perverſe fleſh : — conditions res were pro- 
miſed eternaf glory: And chis is the wur you have 


to carry off: Ik was the Re r induced 
thoſe ints; whom you ſo much admire 
and N — 
of the ſame conditions they —_— and by the 


ſame warfare they t now triumph. If then you like” 
cheir triumph; imitate their fortitude, copy their 
bonſtaney. Kno then; 0 Chriſtians, to every-- 
one I ſay it; know the greatneſs of — ow dignity ;.- 


and if you have hithertothrough ſelf-rgnorance for- 
feited your glory, by — . Wer dee 
recover r — * nter into 
yourſelves fro m this rwar repare a 
your hearts fog the coming of Chriſt, 

by che of a thorough repentance, 
a e wm to. And if hi- 
werte du have debaſed "your chriſtianity,” by 'a&- 
46 Kut men; repair the injury done to GO 
yourſelves} "id" reflore: [your — to it's 

excellence by acting as Chriſtians. 

N To do this however it will be neceſſary to 
ermin yourſelves yet farther in order to find out, 


or 


de ally Nb NE general, — 
eve 4 * 1 Parficwfar ſtation of 
Heir Tce = +#40us"fanGions,. 
und very the 
81 C 


en vouch = e 
110 navi 5 we mz Att 163 


det; them the example of ſu 
ties, as you cannat but chaſliſe them for when 


krepetition of a truth ſo lately told 


ol be often told yon (Babes) abik 3 
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of Gov' $ ood, eſpecially inſuch an humble place as 
chis. There are no gaudy appearances here to invite 
them: No, they would bluſh (and no wonder they 


ſhould. bluſh). to be caught coming to, or going 


from, ſuch a mean place as this poor modern cata- 
comb, a hated contraſt to their ſumptuous habita- 
tions Enough is it for ſuch Chriſtians to come hi- 
cher, as are not aſnamed of following their Maſter 
through the homely paths of littleneſs and 22 
tion The reſt muſt wait till Chriſt ſhall ri 

to another road and n in their palaces, 2 
pompous * But you, dear auditors, | 
not accountable for their — The r e 
them will be no improvement to you; 

fore let me leave them to the ſelf. oblivion — are 
ſo fond of. Still, — among you, here are rich and 
poor; ſome parents; others children; . Me pate y 


| and ſome ſervants: Here are young 49 ol 


2 ſome unmarried ; engaged in due 
rom it. 

Tell me chen, O rich! Do. you rebel, how bard 

it is for you to enter into the — — of —— 
with all your affluence about you? wh Pe you re- 
fle&, do you endeavour to thin yourſelves ſufficient- 
ly, by alms-deeds and works of mercy tothe poor; 
that you: may. be able to paſs the,nafrow gate? Say, 
O ye indigent |. To what good uſe 15 e your 
poverty? Without both induſtry and, patienge, it 
will avail you nothing. 'Tis oF the poor in purſe 
alone; but tis the poor in ſpirit who ſhall be bleſ- 


ed Parents l I make no doubt but you are tender 


10 your children, and anxious for their 

tab) What is the tenderneſs von ſhew? W hat 
Is the education which you. giva?, Is it tender in 
Jou to indulge them in every fooliſh humour; in 
follies which il ripen but too ſoon into vices; 


to give them up to their own wills, while infants ; 


and when a little more advanced, to. treat them 
mors like tyrants than like parents, for. fojbles:which 
not ſo much themſelves as you have rooted in _— 
Js it tender in you to * nee lie, and 
ſcandalous ynegu 


hall imitate you? If little maſter has but learnt to 
dance, to fence, to ſpeak a little Latin; con this 


er pe bone niſh 


4 — 2 How —Þ 
the ſacrificed to - wag 8 


* and folly of a parents 
Tall miſgnided love ! theſe accompliſhments are 
aecellary for the world; are there no others 

r Gon themſelves 7 1s 


_ .ceach-other's failings, and eve 


ſnaring world? Or are all theſe of leſs importance ? 
How ſhall their minds and hearts be fortified with 
ace andxirtue, to make them happy here and bleſt 


reafter,. while you neglect the religious part of 


their education or think it leſs material? Whate- 
ver other pine you take then, negleRin this, you 
cannot truly love them. You only — 

phet's words: * The tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruel.. You children, little or grown up | Whate- 
ver faults your parents may. . are ſtill to o- 
bey. You'll tell me, perha ou do. Yes : 
But do you obey mh Selene or only becauſe 
Jou muſt? Know you. not the honour GOD has 
done to obedient chi — Vours is the only Com- 
mandment of all the ten, to which Gop as an- 


n S was 


in all but = — you may be long-lived in the land, 
which the. Lord your GoD will give you. Þ+ 

1; Sepvants, and prentices Remember, that, while 
you are fed, inſtructed and receive the wages of your 
labour, you owe 3 love and faith, and ho- 
nour to thoſe you ſerve. Eramin then, as Chriſti- 


ans, how you acquit W of this great duty? 


But you, O Maſters and Miſtreſſes, will take care e- 
nough of that, or not maintain them. Yet are you 
a8 careful to cheri Mun, P. correct them, 
and ſet them good examples? you, O married 


ple, love one- another with the ſame tenderneſs 


with which Chriſt loved his Church, as St. Paul 
Su. Live | you like married. Chriſtians, 

2 ae -which ſhall | out-do the 
other in love, reſpect, complace n for 
beit _—_— Or 
do you not rather, ike coupled emons, reciprocal- 
ly try to aggravate each-other's ., miſery? You, 
who are young, do yqu revere old age 1. Do you 
employ your youth in ſtudying to acquire virtuous 
habits ? And vou, who are advanced in age, what 
good example do you ſet; to youth? What pains do 

u take to repair the folli jes of your own former 
Ee anz. Years, Jou nave ſpent, , if not in 


vice, perhaps in vain? tr; eſmen and merchants ! 
dare for once to . 2 minute from the world, 
und aſk. your ſouls: Ar both charitable and 
Wor om EXIF 7 1 Wee 85 
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virtugus. 98. ar, 285 ge- 
— e 0 = SE l 
| Per. xii, 7 XX, is 


y the pro- 


Be 


by crucifying your fleſhly appetites. Remember 
— — 0 — fil it, as Chriſtians 
ought to do. See, how you have hitherto complied 
with all theſe great eſſential duties. Happy for you, 
if you have nothing to reproach yourſelves with on 
this ſcore. *Tis not for me to judge you, Chriſti- 
ans; no, I rather wiſh, that = would be prevail'd 
upon to judge yourſelves. This I may fay ho we- 
ver, that if,you enter ſeriouſly into yourſelves, you 
will probably find but too much occaſion to fill up 
the void in your hearts, with a freſh recruit of vir- 
tue and grace, and to lower your pride with ſelf-de- 
eſſion. For, to conclude in the words of my text, 
if you begin but to prepare the way for the Lord to 
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trait and rough ways plain. The 


3 
your heart, by ſuch a penitential ſcrutiny as may ren- 
der you worthy of a png Remi ſſion of Sins; the 
faulty of you all ſhall grow up in virtue, and 
the moſt exalted ſhall grow humble at heart. E- 
very vallzy ſball be filPd, every mountain and bill 
ſhall be made low, and crooked things ſball be made 
appy eonle- 
uence of which is big with the moſt deſirable com- 
forts heart can wiſh, and is, that A fleſb, which 
ſhall have wiſely made uſe of this bleſſed felf-know- 
ledge, ſball ſee the ſalvation of God. Which 1 
beg Gop may be the portion of every one of you. 
In the Name , &c. ' 


\ 
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St. LUKE ii. 34. 

Bebold, 'Turs is ſet unto the ruin and unto the re- 
ſurreftion of many in lirael ; and for a fign which 

ball be contradifted. © | 


THAT. this Divine Infant Jesvs, beloyed 
1 Chriſtians, ſhould be'/et unto the Reſurrefion 
of many was a ſweet exceſs of goodneſs, worthy of 
a Gop of unbounded liberality. And tho? fach an 
immenſity of mercy to his uſeleſs undeſerved Crea- 
tures, be infinitly above the ken of our limited na- 
ture; yet is there nothing in it which can or 
ought to ſurpriſe us, when we conſider that It was 
the great end for which he humbled himſelf to the 
taking human fleſh, How comes it then that his 
Divine purpoſe has not all it's effect? How comes 
it that Ixsus is alſo ſet to the ruin of many ? This 


teſtifies, ) will that all men be ſaved, and there- 
fore © gave  bimſelf a "redemption for all: Can 
Gov”s purpoſe then be iruſtrated? No, Can he 
Ti * 1 Tim il. DW _ ar, Amen 
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Jesvs, this Gop and Saviour of ours, (as St. Pau! 
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LORD NATIVITY. 


x * 


be the author of inconſiſt , and *b#/1'all men 10 


| be ſaved, and yet will ſome to be damned? No, 


Chriſtians, No. This is contradiction in terms and 
beneath the harmony of his Divine nature to be con- 
cern'd in. Chriſt-indeed will all men to be*ſaved, 


but then he will have them be ſaved like, what 


they are, free - agents able and bound to co-operate 
with his grace to their own ſalvation. According- 
ly be gave bimſelf a redemption for all: And there- 
fire to as many, as, co-operating with his grace, 
endeavour. to lay hold on his redemption, he is ſet 
unto refſurrefion.' While on the reverſe, he it un- 
happily ſet to the ruin of as many as, obſtinately a- 
buſing his graces, are reſolved to forfeit that re- 


demption. Hence it appears, that it is not from any 


abſolute deſign of Gop to damn any one, that 


Chriſt is ſet unto the ruin of many; but proceeds _- 


from the obſtinate malice - of. their own perverſe 
wills, in refuſing the redemption offer d them, and 
contradicting the gracious diſpenſations of their Re- 


deemer. O horrid every Horrid indeed ! That 
man m only perſon intereſted in this gracious pur- 


poſe 


Q * 7 
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Ahl let us ceaſe then to wonder, let us no lon- 
er be ſu; rife that this vine Infant ſhould be 
t unto the ruin of many, when ſo many induſtri- 
puſly ſet him up for an Objed of Contradiftion, 
there be any regard due to Thrift, if any treat- 
ment be not tov good for him; what can the ma- 
jority of Chriſtians expect from him but Ruin and 
vengeatice ? For what has he received from them 
in return for his mercies ; what does he to this day 
meet with from the major part of Chriſtians, but 
malignity and contradiction? If all his gracious mea- 
ſures were vigorouſly oppoſed, while on earth, by 
Jewiſh perverſity ; is he, now in Heaven, leſs fu- 
.” _ Tiouſly contradicted by the lives of ungrateful Chriſ- 
__tians? If they ſought to throw ſtones at him, who 
would not believe in his Doctrins; do not we, who 
retend tb profeſs thoſe DoQtrins, more thah ſtone 
im with the 9 crimes we level at him? I they 
forced him to abſcond from the temple of Feruſa- 
lem; what leſs do we than baniſh him, not only 
rom our temples, but even from our habitations 
| | | and hearts? 
{ 
| 


O dear loved Country l FaithleR favourit Obun- 
try | What has't thou been, and what ar't thou be- 
come? Once a ſecond Feruſalem for holineſs, a ſanc- 
of faith and piety, the glory of Catholic Re- 
ligion, the Pride of Sanctity, and Queer of an Iſland 
of Saints; now, alas!) what ar't thou Hut an ich- 
8 upon the abqminations of Babylon an 4ſy- 
lum fo 


= 


—_ del of ichriſtian metropolis ? O boa is the 


/ 40 How 4s the beſt colour changed 


diſperſed in the 
[5a of this 
A were cloatbed with the 


| . e touch of every tool of Satan? They, who fed 


dia toe 

15 er, in the royal nuptial- garment of Chriſ- 
tian 

| nd the iniquity. 
er | Saviour of the 
is become. greater than the gn of Sodom, 
which was overthrown in a moment.. 11 


* f 


9 
| 4 
1 
| 


nces are. Rather prevent thein with 
* Jeremiah, Lament, Chap, ivy 
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"poſe of Jesvs - ſhould be the one to thwart and con- th grace and make them like the children of Nine- 
oy $ i had thin for anobjeQ of contra- 4 in chop ntance. Let the words of Jonab 
on, who. gave himſelf a viẽtim of redemption! und 3 in their ears: As yet forty days, 


and Nineveb ſball be ſubverted. But | what were 
the crimes of Nineveh to ours? They, alas, poor, 
ſenfelefs creatures ſcarce could diſcern between their 
right band and their left, + as Gor himſelf decla- 
red in their behalf. Not all their crimes then could 
aſſume the malice of one mortal fin of ours, made 
execrably black and heinous by the lights and ſalu- 
tary means afforded us. They knew nor Chriſt nor 
God, and therefore ſinn'd againſt them: We know- 
ing Gop and owning Chriſt, live in defiance and o- 
pen contradiQtion of them. Shall we then hope for 
ron mercy, who deſerve it Jeſs; nay, who de- 
erve, inſtead of a gracious reſpit, a ſudden vengeance? 
For ah! after all the merciful warnings, which a 
merciful Gop could be required to ſend us, of his- 
coming wrath, not for forty days only, but, for 


more than four times fofty years, what diſpo- 
ſitions do we yet ſhew, we who have copied the 


crimes of Nineyehb, to copy it's repentance ? O how 
my heart trembles for thy ſafety, dear ſinful peo- 
ple, when I think on this ! How do I apprehend, . 
when I view the ripeneſs of thy injquity, the ſud- 


denneſs of thy fall | How do I feat each ſingle day, 


leſt the morrow give birth to thy ruin, whoſe heart 


is ſo obſtinately bent on contradifting that Lord 


who gave bimſelf a Redemption for thee ! For Ol 
to what City more properly than to thee, may we 


apply, what Chriſt by his Prophet ſays to his eternal 


ther? Tumble them dotun, O Lord, ard divide their 


tongues: For I bave ſeen nothing but injuſtice and 


contradiqtion in thecity ; day and night doth iniquity 


ſurround it upon the walls : Oppreſſion in the midſt © 


of it and injuſtice : And there is nover wanting in 


the ſtreets of it uſury and fraud. Wherefore let 
death on a ſudden come upon them and let them go 
alive down to hell: Becauſe iniquity dwells in: 


their babitations, and in the midſ1 of them? 7. . 


+ Go on then, riotous land, go on with your con- 
radictions of Chriſt and his doctrins: Revel in the 


a looſe to vey ſhameful appetite. Truſt your 


ſafety to the 


ſelves while there 1s yet tim in fi in ſack- 
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baniſh'd him from your hearts, and ſet him up for 
an object of contradiction, by the lives you have led, 
and the tenets you have held in oppoſition to his pre» 


| cepts and doctrins, call him, invite him again to re- 


turn back to you Mor who knows but his wrath 
may come upon you ſuddenly, and deſtroy you for 
ever as it has done other cities leſs rebellious than 

urs. For believe me there is nothing better to 

expected from a life led in oppoſition to Chriſt 
and his goſpel than inevitable ruin. And this ruin, 
as I ſhall now undertake to demonſtrate, is big with 
double deſtruction: 


I. DeſtruQon to our temporal felicity, and 
II. Deſtruction to our eternal happineſs. 


O loving, lovely Saviour Ixs us, remit the ſins 
cc of this thy people, which hitherto have link'd 
te them to perdition and kept them wide of thee. O 
© born to ſave us! be our Saviour ſtill: And ſince 
** the gracious: purpoſe of thy incarnation was, to 
* give thyſelf a redemption for all; let not our 
* paſt rſity ſet thee unto our ruin, who mer- 


&© cifully did'ſt ſet thyſelf to our reſurrection... 


© Convert us, dear Lord, and we ſhall be convert- 
© ed; call us to the grace of repentance, and we 
* ſhall be truly penitent: And\O give our repen- 
| © tance ſuch' inceflant] tears, as may efface our 
© paſt contradiftion, our former inconſiſtencies of 
< Life; reſtore us to thy grace, and fit us for thy 
©& mercy; that thou may'ſt be juſtify'd in thy 
& words, and with honour to thy juſtice and mer- 
* cy, reſcue usfrom the ruin temporal and eternal 
* which hover over our heads.“ 


If vice and folly were ſo ſcarce among us, that we 
could find none to vent our wrath againſt ; I would 
not gainſay the public-ſpirit which is exerted inthe 
audit of us to the opprefſion of wiſdom and virtue. 
But, thanks 40 the fertility of this libertin age, there 
15 no ſuch dearth of viniquity or inhumanity in this 
very town, that we need perſecute innocence and 


Cheiſt. No, of public ragaur ſhould demand a tro- 
phy to be enetted for everyone, who deſerves from 
the -publicthe triumph of 2 Hamam; Trees would 


be wanting to the merit of cxirginals, in this ifland, 


where capital delinquents may almaſ be reckan'd ; 
the number of heads : — — 
ices, as well as wares, We have immpc and im- 
proved, muſt furniſh aur miſdeeis with the merited 
vewards, if not with the hands to diſtribute them. 
So univerſally has the gangrene of immorality anti 


wreligion ſpread, ſo cagrupe are che manners, and fo 
broken is the temperament of the poblic in ahi ci- 
ty that the tene eutioner of general juſtioe 


— 


Blind guides 


perſon, nor inſult him on 


merey by levelling indignities at the goſpel of 


laying in one heap of aſhes both houſes and inhabi- 
tants, may leave no ſurviving witneſs of the ruin. 
And what injuſtice ſhould we have room to com- 
plain of, if Heaven, to remove from the dead all 
complaints of partiality, ſhould make their fate ours, 
whoſe vices we have made our own ? Would it not 
ſeem a degree of partiality in Heaven, and might 
not the ſubyerted Feruſalem preſume to complain of 
hard treatment in having been committed to ſword 
and flame for crimes, which tranſmigrated to us; 
were ſuffer'd to reign with impunity? Now what 
crime could be laid to the charge of that unhappy 
metropolis, to which this can plead, not guzlty, 
Have we no Pilates on our benches of juſtice, hold- 
ing the wand of judgment, only to deal out oppreſ- 
ſion and injuries? Have we never ſeen Caiphoſsr and 
Annaſes, who, not content with intruding into the 
ſanctuary of the prieſthood by the trap-door of vio- 
lence, like Robbers and Thieves, as our Saviour 
terms them, deſtroy the flock of Chrift with Heres 
ſy and immorality? Can we produce no Fudeſers 
who, unable to betray Chrift, now is above their 
reach, practice their treacheries againſt his people 
under the mantle of apoſtleſhip ? What are the ma- 
nun of your modern teachers, but ſo many Scribes 
and Phariſees ; Hypocrites, ſtumbling at ſtraws, and 
leaping over blocks; Men impoſing burdens on the 
people, which they ſcorn to touch with a finger; 
eading the unwary * who liſten 
to them, into aditch, with crying out, Bere is Gbriff, 
when Chriſt is not with them; Men of diſguiſe, 
whoſe ſable outfides are the beſt emblems of the 
blackneſs of their actions, and the darkneſs of doc- 
trins and falſhoods they broach, to —_— upon?a 
flock, which they have more talent to fleece than 
to feed? What are our populace but a worle-than- 
jewiſh rabble, who, if they cannot Kone Chriſt in 
2 eroſs, are for ever in- 
ſulting him in his precepts; and who, ſhewno other 
knowledge of him than the prophaning his ſacred 
name and myſteries in oaths, imprecat ons, perju- 
ries, blaſphemies, and obſcenity ? Have we not plen- 
ty of merchants, tradeſmen and of all pro- 
feſſions, without common faith; of magif 
without juſtice or mercy? of men without honeſ- 
ty; of women without hame, and youth without 
virtue or common deceney? Go then, guiltleſs ci- 
ty, where flattery and debauchery male every ave- 
nue to honours an vnfordable jakes for all ho are 
| and Irreli- 
igien make the gown an inſufferable 
all who have a conſcience left; where exorbitant 
wealth, ex traded from the — of the 3 | 
come the privileged property of the great; Where 
ſelenee the elue to preſer meat; Where fraud ĩsithe 
current caſh of metchandiſe, impoſition and oblo- 
1 quy 
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Wy the wit of converſation; where debauchery is 
> "he accompliſhment of young men, and petulancy 
.es call it by no harſher a name) is deem'd ſprightli- 
neſs in that ſex, whoſe chief ornament us'd to be mo- 
deſty. But, I forget, Iamdeparting from the ſtile of 
modern pulpits, ſo ſuited to the delicate, ears of mo- 
dern Chriſtians: If I call things by their names, I 
ſhall be call'd abuſive: Well then, accompliſh'd city ! 
Go flatter yourſelves that you are ſafe from the fate 
of a depopulated Feruſalem, of an overthrown Ba- 
 bylon, of a heaven-burnt Sodom, whoſe guilt was in- 
nocence compared with yours. [1 if 
But ah, thoughtleſs Chriſtians Remember, that 
tho? the Almighty be flow to. wreak vengeance on 
the publie corruptions of a city,if he does ſometimes 
© ſpin ont their trial, if he doe? permit the ſwelling 
puniſhment to move. on with tardy ſteps Lit is not 
that his eyes are ſhut to the obſervation of their 
guilt} Gop is not, like the ſtupid deity, which the 
ſenſeleſs Athenians framed to themſelves without 
ears to hear the clamours of their diſſolute manners 
crying to him for vengeance. No, no: He will not 
umber nor ſleep, who keepeth Iſrael, ſays David. * 
There are no ſoporiferous atoms flying round the 


throne of Gop, to cloſe his eyes to our enormities. 


His. juſtice is all-beholding, ever- ſeeing, and inceſ- 
fantly viewing our actions, ſays the Prophet, + Our 
Lord looks down rom Heaven and bebolds all the 
ent of men. . is be wbo form dall their bearts ; 


and who 
he does delay chaſtiſement, let not his ſlowneſs be 


E  __ your ſegurity. The more leiſure the hovering me- 
3 2 


mmower when they burſt. 


teors take to gather into a ſtorm, the heavier is the 
| Look but on the bow 
An the hands of the archer, ſays St. Auguſtin, and 
take warning from it. The more the bow ſtri 

is drawn back, the more fiercely does it dif! 
s the arrow, when it is let looſe.” Go is a Gop 
/ Patience and longanimity : He willi not the death 
of ſinners, but rather that they be convertedand live: 
Therefore has be mercy on thouſands of thoſe, 
who, repenting of their evil ways, love him and 
keep his commandments : Therefore does he ſuffer 

- many ſinners to live as long as there remains an 
proſpect of their converſion: Therefore, in a word, 

does he take a long time to ſend his vengeance fr 

© j-, Heaven: - But ah how terrible is his wrath, when 


- 
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B he does launch it forth | How does peace, plenty, 
ee 


bonqur, liberty, and every temporal felicity e 
fes0ore it The baſis of all political felicity in this life 
Js three-fold, and conſiſts in due religion to Gov, 
juſtice between man and man, and a moral good life 
in every 3 capacity. All theſe did the 
 .Canaenites ſuffer to moulder away.: They gave 
themſelves up to idolatry againſt Gop, to injuſtice, 
oppreſſion and debauchery of one-another, and each 
Hates f Pſalm i. 
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* thrown into miſerable fetters, and all their hap- 


net rates into all their aftions. And if there is no partiality to be uſed at the bar of 


as it is impoſſible for the Divine Majeſty to be ſuch; 


Tell me then, Chriſtians: Are there among you, 


dare after the example of a Herod, to commit pub- 


% geance? Are not many of you loquacious, like 


to the total corruption of their own hearts, as ho- 
ly writ informs us. What wonder then, that, this 
triple baſis undermin'd, the whole important fabrick 
of their public ſafety and felicity ſhould- be over- 
thrown ? Nay what wonder would it not have been, 
if it had ſtood-unſhaken? And yet it did ſtand, and 
ſtood for full four hundred years, uninterrupted a- 
midſt a multitude of iniquities. For four ages ſuc- 
eeſſively the Canaanites perſiſted in fin ; ſet-up Hea- 
ven for a ſign to be contratifed, grew more and 
more inſolent in evil, ſet conſcience at defiance, 
acted the ſovereigns of nature, and made it almoſt 
a matter of doubt, if .providence preſided over the 
world: But then? Were not their crimes overta- 
ken atlaſt? Was not their inſolence humbled : their 


pineſs deſtryy'd on a ſudden? Ah yes | © Tho' 
** ſome delay, ſome procraſtination did intervene 
** the vengeance was not ſuſpended to the laſt : 
The ſtroke was flow, but the deſtruction certain. 
And what ſhall ſecure you, O dear- loved country 
men, from ſharing one fate in common with the 
profligate Canaanites; You who ſh:re their iniqui- 
ties in common with them? Hear one eternal truth, 
by the mouth of Eutimius and tremble. © They, 
* ſays be, who ſhare in the ſame guilt, ſhalt ſhare 
in the like puniſhments, and undergo one 
common 'vengeance.” One irrefragable truth, 
which all who own a God muſt own, is, that 


Divine Juſtice. Conclude then, O Chriſtians, 
without heſitation, that all cities, all nations, 
which copy the crimes of One- another, ſhall 
be made the ſame Example of Divine. Wrath. 
Gop will not, cannot give room for complaints a- 
gainſt him of partiality. Was he an exceptor of 
— we might ſhare in the guilt of the pro- 
cribed, and hope to eſcape their chaſtiſement. But 


1 1 A  a-4 1 1 


depend upon it, the ſharers in one common guilt 
ſhall:together © undergo one common vengeance.” 


who, made inſolent by power, riches and ſplendor, 


licly inceſts, adulteries, and other obſcenities; to 
riot in pomps, injuſtices, arrogance of ſpeech and e- 
normity o actions; to ridicule Chriſt and contemn 
the Divine Laws? Ah! vhat infatuation poſſeſſes 
you, that ye are not afraid of ſharing, along with the 
fins of Herod, the worms which devour'd him alive, 
the pangs which tormented him, the rage and de- 
ſpair Which conſumed him: When,“ they who 
© ſhare in the ſame«quilt ſhall ſhare in the ſame 
« puniſhments, and undergo one common ven- 
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Core; ſowers of diſſention like Datban : Revenge- 
ful, envious, calumniators, detraQuors,. liars, . 2 
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of our LORD's 


hers of public peace, yet more than Abiram 2 Are 


you not, like him, moſt of you, impugners of the 


known truth; zealous in nothing but defamations 
of Chriſt, of his goſpel and Church; and lukewarm | 


in every thing which regards religion, but the ſetting, 
up. Chriſt — his orthodox truths for a /ign to be 
contradified? Ah? What then ſecures you from the 
vengeance threatening your 13 Who can 
promiſe you that the earth ſhall not open under you, 


that hell ſhall not ſwallow you, alive as you are, 


bloody as you are with. the butcher'd reputations; 


the maſſacred'perſons, and aſſaſſinated ſouls of the ma- 
ny, who have fallen victims to your, perſecuting 


rage? What then! Shall the towers of Feruſalem 


have been hurl'd into ruin by the darts of Divine. 


wrath ? Shall luxury and libertinage have call'd in 
the Saracens to the oppreſſion and perverſion ofthe 

African Chriſtians : Shall ſchiſm and hereſy have 
open'd the way for Barbarians and. Infidels to over- 
throw the whole church of Greece: And our own. 
country, blacken'd with the ſame vices, nay includ- 
ing the vices of all thoſe nations 1n one, eſcape the 
like ſcourge? Surely the ſame Go of juſtice reigns 
over us, who reign'd over them. Surely, Chriſ- 
tians, you are not ſo far intoxicated by iniquity as 
to imagin, that GoÞ has made a peace with guilt; 
or that he is weary of chaſtiſing the wicked.. You 
could ſcarce think more 2 of him, had he. 
repealed that irrevocable decree of an equitable 
Gov, that © They who ſhare in the ſame guilt 
© ſhall ſhare in the like puniſhments, and undergo 


one common vengeance.”” 


It is not without myſtery, beloved, that — 
Writ ſo frequently gives to private and public guilt 
a tongue of Bronzo, a.voice of thunder, which, 
crying from the earth, ecchoes to the very throne 
of Gop. Thus does Gop deſcribe it to the blood- 
ſullied Cain. The voice of thy, brother's blood cries 
aloud to me from the eartb.“ And ſpeaking of the 
iniquities of that uncleanly nation, The cry, of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, ſays» the Lord, is. multiplied, and 
their fin is aggravated exceedingly, F W hevefore, 
ſays one of the exterminating angels, Their cry is 
waxen loud before the Lord, who bath ſent us to 


defiroy them, t It is ſin, eſpecially public, barefac- 


ſin, which, ſnatching from the deſtroying angel 


the trumpet, ſounds, with dreadful ſhrillaeſs,, from 
the turrets of a ſinful City, the words of the Pſal- 


miſt, Gop bath forſaken. it; purſue and take it. 
For there is no one to deliver it. & Riſe up then; 
** Barbariays;-riſe up, Infidels, againſt thelecities of 


* Chriſtendom, methinks, I bear tbe fins of Cbriſ 
_ © Hans cry out. Riſe and pour your legions, a- 


** .mong them: commit them to fire and flame, 
** deſtroy their habitations, lay their temples Waſte, 
their ſumptuous. edifices . to. ruin. They have 
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* trampled the Faith of Chriſt under foot, they 
have ſet bim up for a fign which ſball be contra- 
* difted: And now, He is ſet unto their ruin, 
** who ſet himſelf to their reſurrection. Revenge 
then, O. Infidels, the cauſe of. Chriſt, contra- 
dicted, ridiculed, inſulted by Chriſtians,, Now 
nov is your time; the Lord bar: for ſaken them, 
* purſue and take them, there is na one to deliver 
© them.. Involve them, bury them for ever in the 
ruin they have ſought ; and let not one ſtone ro- 
main upon another to record their deſtruction, 
but what is indelibly ſtampt witk this inſcrip- 
tion, O Chriſtians ] faithleſs Chriftians | The 
voice of the blood of your bratber, father, friend, 
* and Gor and Saviour Feſus, cry'd to me from 
* the earth for this long-retarded blow of juſtice.” 
But O great Gop of. never-wearied: mercy ! for- 
bear to liſten to our crying crimes. Or rather ſtop 
the clamours of our crimes; by putting, with effi- 
caciouſly converting grace, a happy period to our 


guilt For ah what ruin elſe, muſt be preparing 


us! . 

O Greece Or Greece fair, faithleſs Greece! 
thou primitive cradle of Chriſtianity ! Thou firſt-- 
born daughter of the Apoſtleſhip! Thou nurſery” 
of Chriſtian Martyrs | Sacred horizon ſo earlily 
warm'd with the infant rays of new-born*Goſpel- 
truth |. Where are thy glories now ?- Shew me yets 
ſtanding one ſingle unconſumed remain of thy proud 


ſtructures; one ſolemn pile of building unerazed ;* A 


one holy edifice yet unpolluted. Alas! an all- con- 


ſuming fire lay'd waſte thy houſes ;-- the blood off 
the. flames: and all-con- _ 


thy inhabitants aſſw 
founding time has left no ſingle monument. of an 
of thy former glories. Thy cities are converted in- 
to deſerts, thy gardens into heath, and thy flo ry 
meads into oll 

thy. muſic. is changed for the hiſſing of ſerpetits and 
the howli 


has ſupplanted all thy former greatneſs and felicitiy? 
But Why do Taſk what muſt extort ſo ſhatne»- 
ful an anſwer : * Qur-fins, alas, our-ſchiſas, he- 


5 reſies and fins were the ſubverſion of our happi- 


© neſs, were the ſeeds of our ruin How e F 


then forbear, O dear loved. country, to addreſs-my-- 


ſelf again to thee. So then deluded nation, you, ſole - 
engroſſers of every other nation's. cximes, ar ty be * 
privileged with Ii f ſinning on, under the gu 
rantee of Heaven never to feel the ſcourge of g 
exaſperated patience'?. Shall - the- Almighty then 


have puniſh'd-eyesy other ſinful people, ho have 


gone before you, and. ſhall the.{word.of his ima: 
tial juſtice for you alone haxe loſt it's edge ? The 
you, like them, lay all gonſcience aſide, put our 


every ſpark of the light of Faith, and Gere . 


ary. wilderneſſes. The melody of 


vlings of beaſts of prey: Where thy nobles 
S oh walk are now aſſembled inſects and mon- 
rs. Ah1 with tears let me aſk, What, What 


— 
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4 ſenſe of charity; though you, like the reſt, trample 
©. - the divine — Ieem under foot, ſpurn at the holy 
LS facraments and reduce Chriſtianity to nothing but a 


name; if not to a proverb of contempt ; though, 


where Chriſt with his Goſpel and Inſpirations cries 
out Horgive, forgive, you, deaf to his voice and 
regardleſs of his precepts, cry out—-** Revenge 4 
lte hood and revenge; Tho your Saviour exhorts you 

for the love of Gon, to give of your own, and 
blind to his example and inſenſible to his counſels, 
erich yourſelves with the plunder of others; tho? 
ſeſus, in a word, requires your very thoughts to be 
© fragradit with purity, and you in cenfradiclien to 
hum render your very bodies fo many ſink 
FTuption; ftill, till ſhall the ſcourge of injured an- 
gry Majeſty, which has ſo ſeverely viſited every 
other ſinful land, paſs by and keep for ever wide 
of this? How? Ah! tell me, how hall Jeſus not 
3 be ſet unto the ruin of as many of us, as dare thus 
d. ſet him for à ſign to be contradidted'? How ſhall 
ttt Gop of impartial equity anſwer it to himſelf; 
When his Juſtice ſo loudly demands that All, who 
« -;mpenitently ſhare dom ſame — ſhould 
4 ſhare in the like puniſhments a ergo one 
„ common ve be J. But be aſfured, G ſinful 
Chriſtians, the cries of Juſtice will be heard, and 
ſio will the clamours of your ſins, if your repen- 
we cry not more loudly than they. Yes, Jews 

St. Ambroſe,” The crimes of Every 
i ſeemingly cry aloud.” And if this was not fo, 
why would the Holy Ghoſt tell us by Ecclefraſticus, 
mat, Kingdoms. are transfer'd from nation te na- 
mii, becauſe of injuſtices, and injuries and contu- 
= melios and various frauds? i | 
* gn What is our guilt? Alas! What have 
oe done, that the angry heavens ſhould fall up- 
” ©, on ws?" bat, Self-blinded mortals? What had 
mme old done in the days of Neab, to draw a 
deluge on themſelves ? Our Saviour in St. Matthew 
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© *:yocuſes then ef nothing more than that their 
= . wht ane was taken up in euting and drinking 
nan en gong in marriage. * And is this 
men to! hemous a me“ Na, no: Theſe 
ee in themſelves mere innocenoe. It is the 
= exceſs, the motive, the diſſqpation vos often at- 
em, which makes me En. Ah.) how 
many m de not they to frequently. uccumulate, 
ud, f eee 
e de and ſenſes in wine, and luxury, 

bitten wd wanton ares ofthefteth > What 
B .  have ye done?” What bad the rich epicure of 


6 the 

Ra All: which Chr to his- charge i 
. it, that, He wor cloatbed in purple 
e feafted every duy magnificently. 
n 77 "ik a 
pet underſtand, O Chriſtians ? Actions qu 
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ceſs, 


finks of cor- 


ſo many checks of Conſcience, to breath nothing 


of a Pagan) What worſe life could 


| cencies, and intrigues 


ſielves examples, heads and leaders of youth, in e- 
Lone, that dying he ſhould be buried in 
0 Suit 1s 


in St. nexpreſſib 

an the barefaced frequency 
you - 

natu- 


ral, quite inoffenfive in themſelves, may, by ex- 
by extravagant abuſe, become quite criminal. 
0 To feaſt ſometimes, ſays 4 reverend Author, 
c may be pardonable, but always, every-day! it 
is too much. All ſins are hateful evils, are 
peſts ; but barefaced fins, ſins boldly committed in 
the face. of day, fins propagated and obſtinately re- 
iterated : O ſuch fins indeed are exterminative in 
their nature, ſuch exaſperate the Divine Forbear- 
ance, baniſh Chrift, and ſound the trumpet of pub- + 
lic calamity; before the face of great Febovab's 
wrath. That you fin ſometimes, tis wicked; and 
merits damnation, if the fins be mortal : Still does' 
the Divine Mercy often plead your excuſe. But 
« Every-day! It is too much.” That once and 
away, a gęſentment riſe in your breaſts; that ou 
now and then break out inadvertently into reproach- 

es, or harbour ſome 8 1 of Re- 
venge, is ſtill a ſhame for Chriſtians. t“ Eve- 
© ry-day! It is too much.” After paſt to 
retain inveterate hatreds, after ſo often hearing the 
Word of Gop, after ſo many calls to forgiveneſs, 


but----vengeance, - calumny, infamy, death or lin- 
gering deſtruction to a perſon, who, perhaps inad- 
vertently, had the misfortune to offend. you? O 
this is too much for a Pagan ; and (to uſe the words 
live, 
if you made but one in a kingdom of lions ard 
„ tygers, and bears. Surely then it is ine - 
bly too much for diſciples of a crucified Feſus ? 
That once you ſhould have ſuffer'd bodics 
created for temples of the Holy 'Ghoſt, to be ful- 
lied with the impurity of forbidden pleaſures of 
the fleſh, you ought forever to bluſh within your- 
ſebves. But that 2 ſhould habitually perſiſt in 
ſuch pollutions; you ſhould publicly glory in 
them; mays carry your obſcenities to the place of 
Divine Worſtup; and with your ogles, your inde- 
u itute the very Sanctuary 
to a common ſtew: O ſurely it is too much.“ 
Not only to With- hold from the Poor a part of the 
riches mtruſted with you, as ſtewards tor them; 
but even to wring from the veins of the Poor, and 
the Labourer their beſt juices, to ſwell your eu- 
orbitant yl, * is Pony too 8 
men ad va in years, for parents, ſuperiors, nay _ 
eccleſiaſtics, itiſtead of exhibiting themſelves * | 
terns of every Chriſtian Virtue, to make them- 
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very ſhameful purſuit which moral heathens have 


It is greatly, i 


(the impu 


Preachers of old might bade ventured to ſay) wi 
eee out 
n Seneca. 428 


of 


= 


of countenance, in this nation and city, render them 
leſs extravagant, leſs horrible to men of any con- 
ſcience than they really are in the fight of Gon. 
So 2 are they, that Gop, ſeeing a 


hole 
— youu he be expected to do for the an, 
tion of his honour, than as he did by Feruſaie 


to depart from it, and give it up te tbe ruin it do- 


ſerves ? 


Need I repeat to you, dear Chriſtians, that irre- 


vocable Decree of Eternal Truth, recorded by. So- 
lomon in his book of Wiſdom that, &y what 


thi th. by the ſame alſo is be tor- 
ings a man finneth, by the ſc . 


mented? Thus was Haman, the 
placable Haman, ſuſpended on that very gibbet, he- 
raiſed for Moi decar. Thus too Great Son of 
Juſtice, as, thy unalterable Truth records, f didſt 


thou give up the ſinful ſons of Ira to their own. 


iniquities, to be tormented by them. Thus for- 
their ſenſeleſs thoughts of iniquity, for that Some 
erring did worſbip dumb 
beaſls, thou di upon them a multitude of dumb 
bea 
geo TrinGs A MAN sINN ETH, BT THE- 
SAME ALSO RE IS TORMENTED. . 
+ And what elſe, think you, is imported in thoſe 
myſterious words of Iſaiab, f Our iniguities are 


multiplied before thee (O Lord) and. = R 1 INS 


HAVE ANSWER'D TO us, but, that bareiaced ini 
quities (like thoſe which riot with impunity in this 
un land) after bounding ſonorouſly at the 
throne of God, revert with clamorous deſtruction 
back to the cringinaſs ? Somethingwonderſul in Na- 


tare, Beloved, is the operation of an eocho. Tempt 


it not with your voice, and nothing more 
Provoke it loudly as you can, and nothing more 


clamorous. Yet is it not any exiſtence different 
from the found firſt emitted, but a re-percuſlion of 
the firſt inſult offer'd to the ſilent recipient. Ab! 
uacious iniquity. 
No ſooner, than when It inſults with guilty cla- 


Such, ſuch is the operation of loq 


mours the throne of the Almighty, does it revert 
to the criminals. But then, then indeed, (eſpeci- 
ally if our Sins are multiplied before him) ah | too 

do wwr fins an 


created all things in ſubjedtion to man: Yes 
Lord! Thou 4d appoint bim i 

the works of thy band: But Adam — againſt 
God, and behold:! Every ſa 
to his revolt, riſes up 


in rebellion 


dience, move at the beckon of his rod. It is not 
Chap. xi. . + Ibid. t gan ug. + Pja/m vii. 


: 


of our LOR Ds NATIVITY. 


fet upon. contradifting bim, 
mM, - 


ferpents and Super fluous 


r vengeance, that they might know, that. 


feet, and the extreme 2 of ber bands. || Truly 


certainly wer to ws, Thus was it 
too that the Almighty made the world and all 
things in it to eccho to the conduct of man. GO 


over al 


beaſt, ecchoing 
inſt Ham. 
Moſes ſubjects bimſeif to the Will of his Divine 
Maker: And Lo! all creatures animate and inani- 
mate, men, beaſts and rocks, in eccho to his obe- 


39 


without reaſon that the very heathens have ſaid, 
that © Virtue is it's.own. reward.” For the recom- 
pence which follows the actions of the Virtuous is 
but a kind of reverting eccho to their good deeds :: 
So too the puniſhment, which generally reverts to 
the wicked, is the very voice of their iniquities an- 
ſwering them in their own language. What room 
had the impious Abab and Fezabel to murmur at 

ſeverity of anſwer, Which their impieties 
made them ? Could they, with any Juſtice, com- 
plain of being cut off by the Divine Vengeance, 

her: with their whole race? No, no: could 
they now ſpeak; they muſt own, their puniſhment 
was the juſteſt eccho to their crimes ; they muſt 
confeſs and ſay, our fins have anſwer d us. She 
perpetrated, and he was conſenting to, the maſſacry 
of the innocent Naboth in Jezreel. Wherefore, 
Thus F. our Lord: In ibis place where dogs 

ic 


have lict'd the blood of Naboth, .tbey ſhell lick thy 
* And © SM 
ying, the dogs eat el in the Yedld 
Fare And was it not done as the Lord H4 | 
Yes: Abab was lain in battle and the doge lird.” 
bis blood + And Fezabe! was ſoon after throw out 
of the window of her palace; the wall was be- 
— with her blood in the fall; ſhe was trod- 
to. death by the horſes of Irbu and the eccho 
of divine vengeance ſo cloſely purſued the very tre- 
mains of that wicked woman, that before thexyx 
could bury her, the dogs devour'd her body; ane 
nothing was found, of her, but the ſtull and ibe 


ezabel ſay: Our iniquities 
are multiplied before thee ! (O Lord i) and our fins © 
have anſwer'd to ut. What injuſtice or oppreſſion : 
had the Jews to complain of in the ignoble Wretch- 
edneſs of their fate; when the Romans, after ſubduing 
them, ſold their perſons at thirty for a penny Did 
not they themſelves, ſometime before, both buy and 
fell the Son of Gop for thirty pence ? Full gently ©. 
then did their contemptible treatment of Chriſtan- 
{wer them, in rating each of them but at thirty 
times leſs price than him, O was infinity more 
valuable than all mankind. Still is it true, you ſee, 
Chriſtians, that our ſins, when exorbitantly mul 
tiplied, do and 0 3 ug. Ah f how, for 
theſe many ages paſt, has not deſtruction rioted 


then might Ahab and 


about the chriſtian provinces of Europe, in various 


ſhapes of war, and piagues, and civil broils, und 
fuamine; floods, ear allagings and 

nation, and from one town to another? Aud in . 

ry country, here it has ſet a foot, thow?has ot wor” - 1 

laid w liole cities waſte with ull their miſetuble un 

habitants? ©} cannot Chriſtians t be brbugn ert 

to comprehend what very gans underitood to welt, 3 

: * Nn ri. A 1617 eh X i. W . 
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that our fins anſwer us? Ah, if leal ſcarcity, 
Which, now for ſome years paſt, has hover'd over 
Europe with threatening frowns, ſtill every year a- 
:grecably diſappointing us, ſhould pitch at length 
upon this kindly ſoil; ſhould we not have but too 
much room to ſay, Our fins have anſwer'd to us ? 
Might we ndt, with much more truth than the 
poor heatheniſh Symmacus, cry out, © Alas! It 


e js not with blights our harveſt is deſtroy'd: It 


wee not by hail our annual fruits are blaſted. N& it 


< is by ſacrilege, the ſeaſons are made barren.” 
Luſts more than plagues convert whole cities into 


hoſpitals. Domeſtic feuds, reſentments, butche- 
Ties and defamations, perjuries, forgeries and civil 
«diſcord -depopulate more lands than foreign ſwords 
can do. And'it is by avarice; uſury, drunkenneſs, 
injuſtice, ſcandal and oppreſſion, much more than 
by the force of ſtorms and blights, that the 
poor ſower's labours prove in vain, and all the 
reaper's hopes are blaſted. Alas It is not by 


< blights our harveſt is deſtroy'd: It is not by 
CC 1 


our annual fruits are blaſted: No, It is by 


. ſucrilege, that the ſeaſons are made barren, 
hen they are ſo.” 


4fTwe deny to Gov the 
fruit of virtuous actions; juſt is it, that the earth 
ſhould deny us it's uſual tribute. If we harden our 
hearts into ſteel againſt the expectations of Heaven 
From us, juſt is it that the heavens ſhould harden into 
adamant againſt our expectations from thence. If 


we ruin the gracious proſpect, which Chriſt gave 


us, of eternal reſurrection and temporal felicity, by 
ſetting him up for a fign to be contradicted; it is 


but juſt, that he ſhould permit our Contradictions, 


I. A will not 


in eccho to our Perverſity, to ſet him up, 70 the 


ruin of as many of us as perſiſt in our obſtinacy. It 
is our irregular conduct, which teaches the Seaſons 
and Elements. to revolt from Order: And the cala- 
mitous diſaſters and cataſtrophes, | which wage war 


_ © againſtus, ate but the eccho to that rebellion which 
wie perverſely carry on againſt the Lord of Hoſts, 


our God and Saviger. Ah Chriſtians ! Be not de- 


"ceived: Raiſe not effects into cauſes. Too, too of- 

den is it true, in time of ſcarcity, | that, It is by 

Sacrilege, the Seaſons are made barren.” 

Juſtly, for the moſt part, may the wretched ſufferers 

Kt 7 aur iniquities are multiplied before thee 
40 Lond 


Too 


I) and our fms.bave anſwered us. 
deny, dear Chriſtians, that this 


- Art kind of deſtruction, the deſtruction of all tem- 
| you falicity, is inexpreſſibly grievous ; and full 
N 


enough to make every mortal, lin poſſeſſion of 


reaſon, tremble at the bare thought of living in op- 


** - 
„ 
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bear, 


eue Chriſt. | But O my Gop and Saviour 
hat is all this to that deſtruction which leads us 
wide of everlaſting happineſs ! What but a bug- 

eat tale of nurſes to affright young children, 


is the with-drawing thy earthly providence; if 


compared with that fierce indignation which induces 


thee to withdraw thy faith and grace from a whole 
ſinful land? O!] would but time permit me; how 
could I not expatiate on the too tragic loſs, in ma- 
ny Chriſtian nations, of Chriſt's unſpotted faith, at 
firſt ſupplanted by that many-headed monſter here- 
ſy, and afterwards, by infidelity, intirely exiled 
and forced to ſeek a refuge 'in other nations? O 
Rhodes { unhappy Rhodes | thou iſtand once ſo glo- 
rious ! there was a time, when thou was't honour- 
ed as the bulwark of Chriſtianity, and the ſtrong 
Hold of the Church's holy Champions. But ! thy 
glories now, alas, are buried, all, in the night of 
infidelity. O =p rey thou once acknow- 
ledged Queen of Empire, a ſecond Rome, not by a 


| tyrant Ceſar govern'd, but by a crucified Redeem- 


er! What ar't thou, but the footſtool of barbari- 
ty, the ſink of mahometan abſurdity, and lawleſs 
ſeat of vice and infidelity ? | 

O heavens !- So then a people may become thus 


wicked? So then a ſinful land may provoke the Al- 


mighty to withdraw his grace and lights and ſaving 
helps? So then the public vices and reiterated pro- 
fligacies of a nation may induce Gop to convert in- 
to impenetrable adamant the tender bowels of his 
infinit mercy, ſo far as to withdraw his grace and 
faith out of the reach of their inſults, and give 


them up to themſelves, to hereſy, to infidelity and 


e So then, in a word, God's unwearied 
unty can be ſo grievouſly abuſed and exaſperated, 
by public perverſity, as, at length, to be provoked 
to give up his very ſanctuary to be converted into 


a den of thieves, a ſtable of unclean creatures? O 


what a broacher of romances would not a preacher 
have been thought in Conſtantinople, who, but a 
few years before it was ſaccaged by the Turks, had 
ſaid before a numerous audience, from the pulpit, 
Theſe naughty men be will bring to naught; and 
bis vine-yard be will let out to otber buſbandmen. * 
They would have ſtoned him, probably, for 2 
dreaming impoſtor; had he farther told them: 
* You are theſe naughty men; whoſe iniquities 
4% are ſwoln to their height, and the meaſure of 
<« whoſeſins overflows :. Inſomuch that, unleſs you 
<« ſtem the rapid torrent by a ſpeedy ſuper-abun- 
<* dant repentance, an inundation of fire ſhall over- 
„ whelm you: Your ſacred temples will be turn'd 
into uncleanly moſques : In your religious choirs, 
e inſtead of religious pſalmody ſung to the honour 
« of Chriſt, blaſphemies will be mutter'd to the im- 
< pious Mabomet : The holy Goſpels will be burnt 
«© inſtead of incenſe ; and your wretched poſterity 
in lieu of the ſacred baptiſmal character, to 


„ make them children of Gop, will receive the 


T ions of Muſſulmen and become children of 
* St. Math xxi. . 


« Satan,” 


—_— has 6 Ot. 2 a at 
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*& Satan.” What think you, Chriſtians? Would 
not the ſacred orator, who had utter'd to them ſuch 
a threatening prediction, have raiſed laughter ra- 
ther than compunction in them? Inſtead of a pro- 
phet, he would probably have paſſed for a mad- 
man, and excited many more to indignation than 
to repentance. And yet the ſentence was pronounc- 
ed in Heaven: Divine vengeance did ſtrike the 
blow ; and now, what is become of all the pious 
lory of Conſtantinople ? Where are her chriſtian 

ELD her religious populace, ' her communities 
of angels incarnate: Where her cloiſters of holy 
virgins eſpouſed to Ane. Are not her temples 
without ſacraments, her prieſts without piety, her 
youth without the grace of Chriſt, her men and 
women without the knowledge and fear of God, 


of Heaven? 

O Holy anceſtors of a proſcribed people! You, 
who are now glorious and triumphant in Heaven, 
can ſee, how theſe your wretched deſcendants, from 
their birth to their 1 wear the mark of the beaſt 
on their Foreheads; how they all paſs from the 
Wombs of their Mothers into the Arms of Satan; 
how uncleanneſs tattens them to perdition, during 
life; and through what an impenetrable fog of errors, 
vice, ſenſuality and Infidel ignorance they ſtruggle 
on to utter unending miſery and darkneſs. O] could 
Tu have foreſeen as much, while in the fleſh ; what 

itter bitter anguiſh muſt have wreck'd your ſouls! 
And You, O ſacred anceſtors of ours! You ſee, 
how near Ws are to their raſh venturous ſtate. O 
folicit then, O! Importune the Gop of mercy, to 
check our growing raſhneſs. As yet, it is to be hoped 
we are not quite upon the brink of that dread pre- 
cipice. As yet, I truſt, the meaſure of our crimes 
is not ſo ſwoln as to induce the Almighty to abandon 
us for ever. No: Still have we comfortable room 
to-hope,,.that God has yet in ſtore his ſeven thauſand 
2 who bave not baw'd their knees to Baal. 
Still has hea choſen number of faithful ſervants left, 
among us, Who have not yielded up themſelves to 
ſchiſm, hereſy, or vice or- infidelity ; induſtrious 
hwtbandmenot Chriſt's pure faith and grace,whoſe pi- 
ous works and fervent prayers preſerve'thisland from 
utter deſolation, ſuſpend the ſword of angry juſtice ; 
and may, perhaps, (O gracious Jeſus grant it |) one 
40 5 recall the too- long baniſh'd influence of pure 
religion to it's favorit ſeat. But for them, what muſt 
become of all the reſt? O then, ye happy ſouls ! 
ſtand ſteadfaſt in your faith and piety, for your dear 
country's ſake. Beware, ye who ſtand, 7 you fall. 
Beware, you ſwim not with the ſtream of evil com- 
munitation; nor let the rapid tide of public fin 
and ſcandal bear you down: But with unſhaken 
conſtancy in good, and an unwearied fervor of de- 


* 3 Kings xix, 


and all her inhabitants without any reaſonable hr 
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4 
votion, worthy of Chriſtians, worthy of Catholics, 
reſiſt the gather'd torrent of error, ignorance, and 
irreligion, whoſe ſwelling ſurges foam and daſh a- 
round you, to overwhelm you; but in vain, while 


. you adhere to Chriſt's unerring faith. Grant then, 


dear Gop of pity, patience and forbearance, that 
theſe may perſevere and multiply : Accept their 
prayers as incenſe in thy ſight, to extirpate vice 
and error from this ſoil once precious in thy eyes : 
For their loved ſakes, deliver not, to beaſts, fouls 
ſtill confeſſing to thee: And the ſouls of thy poor fon- 
get not to the end. * Let not the peſt of general 
corruption, in a word, taint their purity or flacken 
the devotion of the faithful few, For, O] Belo- 
ved, it it ſhould ; how ſoon might not the down- 
hill progreſs of impiety reduce their little number 
to that which was left in Sodom, on the eve of it's 
deſtruction; when, for want of ſo ſlender a num 
ber of guiltleſs ſouls to ſtay Gop's long-ſuſpended 
vengeance, as TEN, that wretched country was gi- 
ven up to endleſs ruin, by infinit mercy exaſpera- 
ted into equitable wrath ? But, ah dear Lord! In 
thee we truſt, that thou wilt not bring this judg- 
ment on us. ah 
However, beſt-beloved Brethren, ſhall Chriſtians 
not tremble? Are our lives ſo innocent, that we 
need entertain no fear of this befalling us? Are our 
manners ſo angelical ; are our hearts ſo clean from 
ſin, are our habitations and Converſations ſo remote 
from ſcandals, that we may each indulge our conſci- 
ences in profound ſecurity and ſay, There fball no 
evil come to thee: And a ſcaurge ſhall not come near 
to thy tabernacle? + O happy, 72 thrice hap- 
py ſouls, whoſe bleſſed caſe this is w do I re- 
Jjoice with you, and glorify the Almighty Donor of 
all good rift And if this be the happy ſtate of e- 
very-one of you; how much more ſhall T rejoice?, 
But if, even among you, O orthodox Diſciples of 
my Dear Redeemer, his myſteries are abuſed by 
ſome; if his Holy Sacraments are prophaned, or 
lighted; if many of you. are litigious, quarrel- 
ſome, jealous, envious of one-another's ſpiritual or 
temporal good, like ſchiſmatics : If you can lye, de- 
tract, defame, oppreſs, defraud, and out- do the ſons 
of hereſy, in avarice, lechery, and ambition If 
you ſurpaſs, any of you, the very infidels in luſt, re- 
venge, and gluttony and drunkenneſs, and other cry- 
ing crimes; what room have you, for ſecurity; or 
I, for joy? If you ſtrengthen the enemies of Chriſt's 
pure faith, and confirm with your actions their for- 
geries and defamations, to the diſcredit of his 
Church, by returning their fraud with fraud; their 
rſecutions with revilings; and their enmity with 
3 ; what ſecurity is yours? If you copy, with 


ww 


their dreſs, their manners, expreſſions and ſenti- 


ments, ſwear with them, riot with them, and fin 
* Pſa'm \xxii. E + Pſalm” xc. | 
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with them; ean your be real? I any among 
you cabal with them, againſt the dictates of your 
on conſciences, againſt the peace and edification 
of your brethren, againſt the reſpect due to the juſt 


laws of your country, againft the obedience due to 


"the ruling powers, (in defiance of Sf. Paul's admo- 
nition * to be ſubjeck to princes and magiſtrates) and 
againſt the fovereign honour due to Gop ; What 
comes of your ſecurity * If you neglect, like many 
of them, to love juſtice, to purſue mercy, and to 
walk humbly before Gop; to forgive and grve, 


where you are able and occaſion calls; and to prac- 


tice every work of mercy in your power, ſpiritual 
or temporal, to all mankind without exception, 
friends, ſtrangers, or eyen enemies, whatever be 
their wants, whatever be their ſtate, profeſſion, real 
merit, country or profeſſion; hat inward peace 


can you enjoy, or I rejoice in with you? In a word 
oboe od. 


- 8 \ 


if the fouls of fome of us be almoſt addled into mere 
feſh, and our maxims riſe not above thoſe of a pa- 
an; if the flime of ſordid intereſt fo faſcinates us, 
that Heaven, immortality and endleſs bliſs eſcape our 
thoughts; if in our paſſions we are nothing above a 
ſavage, and, in the gratification, of our reptil appe- 
tates, we place ourſelves upon a level with the 
hleſs creation; what comes of all our inward 
Bed and ſecurity ? Is our fecurity more than a 

leſs lethargy ? Is öür peace aught but ſtupid 
inſenſibility? Acting thus, are not our lives diame- 


trically oppoſed to the life and doctrins of Ixsus 


Ennis? Are we not in every ſuch practice, ſet- 
ring him up for « fi" of contradifion who gave 
himſelf a victim of redemption ? And what can we 
realonably expect, but that ſuch perverſe ingrati- 


. tude ſhould recoil on our own heads, and / ef him 


up unto the ruin of as many of us, as perſiſt in thus 
9 our eternal benefactor and friend ? 
Gov indeed has not as yet ſtretcht forth his hand 


to the ſword of. wrath: True. But can he not ſtill 
 fretchit? Shall we then venture to exaſperate him? 


Shall we 7 on ſinning till he does ſtrike ? Shall we 
never, till then, prepare againſt the blow ? Is it 


_ wiſe to ſtay till the wound is made, before we put 
on armour; and never apply an antidote till death 


_ Ti. iii. 


But if you wiſely reſolve on repentance and 
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has ſeized us? Look ye, Chriſtians : God ſees, and 
fays nothing : He fees, and forgives : He ſees, and 
forbears to ſcourge, What ſay you then? Will He 
therefore never ſpeak ? Will he forgive to the end? 
Will he fpare the bad for ever? Fooliſh, falſe, de- 
ceitful reaſoning ! What, ſays St. Peter Damian? 
« Becaufe he has hitherto borne you with filent 
& patience, will he therefore always do fo? Ah! 
« have you not read, that he'will come to judgment, 
* throwing afide all patience, unknowing any hu- 
« miliation, and rejecting all mercy as much as if 
* he had been a total ſtranger to it?” Let me 
then caution you, O harden'd finners : Build not 
upon hiding yourſelves. Hide yourſelves in the 
thickeſt of the croud, he will find you out. He, 
who made you, moves in the midſt of you, and pe- 
netrates to the deepeſt receſſes within you. And 


will he, who keeps already ſo many millions of the 


brighteſt ſouls, of the moſt eminent Geniuſes, of 
the moſt ſprightly creatures, chain'd down to ne- 
ver-ending flames, will he pardon you againſt your 
wills? To ſpare you, ſhall he not ſpare his own juſ- 
tice? No, no: To ſhew mercy to his beatitude, he 
will baniſh you for ever from his ſight. He will, 
he muſt, condemn you to. the everlaſting miſery you, 
merit, unleſs you — repent and do penance. 


and execute your purpoſe effectually: Then, O 
then indeed you may ſet ruin at defiance, and confi- 


dently hope that this gracious Babe Jzsus, who 


is ſet unto the ruin of all impenitent ſinners, is ſet 


unto the r of as many of you as perſevere 
e 


in your fidelity to him; and will reward your con- 


ſtancy in good with a reſurrection unto higher and 
higher graces in this life, till he finds you fit for a 


fulneſs of glory in the next. Whither I beſeech 


and Epiphany of our Lord, the whole Divine 
vice is of the Ofave occuring : And no notice is 


taken (in either the Maſs or the Office) of the Sun 


day; which is therefore call'd VACANT 


SUND AY, as having no Geſpe/ particularly ap- 


nance,.. 


Almighty Mercy to conduct you: In the name, &. . 
N. B. When a Sunday falls between the —— a 


8 . 
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VACANT 


Day to day uttereth a word: And night to night 
pointeth-out knowledge. 


2 without a Goſpel? Chriſtians Jute 
inſtruction! Ah Sacred Mother Church! 
Ho can't thou leave thy children, this day, un- 
provided with the heavenly nouriture of Chriſt's 
enlivening word? Why do'ſt thou leave us fainting, 


breathleſs, panting in vain with thirſt after the foun- 


tains of wiſdom of our Saviour? Without a conti- 
nual ſupply of his divine inſtructive word and doc- 
trins, what are we but like the /ittJe-ones and ſucł- 
ing babes, in Jeremiab, * who ſtoned in the ſtreets 
of the town : Who /ay'd to their mothers, where 
is corn and wine? when they fainted as the 
wounded in the flreets of the city; when they yield- 
ed up their ghoſts in the boſom of their mothers ? 
Surely the inexhauſtible ſource of infinit wiſdom is 
not dried up. Surely the eternal word has not loſt 
the power of ſpeech. Surely the goſpel of Chriſt 
is not {6 drain'd, that it cannot afford us to day one 
ſingle line of inſtruction. No, no: Were there as 
many Sundays in the year, as there are days; the 
might afford to each it's ſeparate inſtruction, 
and ſtill have _ ſpare- Why then, O Holy 
Mother, do'ſt thou with-hold thy hand at preſent, 
who, every day beſides, do'ſt open it ſo Hiberally ? 
Ah ſacred ſpouſe of Chriſt ! Thou hast, in this thy 
purpoſe and a heavenly one. No fboner David 
whifpers in my ear, Day ts day uttereth a wird, 
and night to night pꝛinteth our knowledge, than all 
the gracious myſtery brightens 2 fore me, and 
ſhews'me thy ineffably inſpired deſign. 'Well may 
thou, for one day, with-hold from us that night di- 
vine of evangelic truths, which-we'from-day to day, 
from year to year, ſo ſhamefufly abtiſe, How 
chearfully, how tenderly, how conſtantly do'fthon 
hold out thy parent-arm to guide us, through the 
impervious, gloomy, rugged mare of mortul life, to 
thy eternal ſpouſeꝰs manſions; by the luſtre of this 
Jeremiah Lamm. Chap. ii. | 


* delights them more than 


SUNDAY. 


light! And yet how eagerly, how obſtinately, how 
ungratefully do we ſhut opr eyes to it's radiant rays 
and turn our backs on thee, to follow the prince of 
darkneſs, through the moſt thorny labyrinths of a 
miſerable world, to endleſs miſery ? Ahl! What do 
my eyes behol4? How anxious do I ſee the bulk of 
human nature ! How do they ſtudy, ſpeculate, tur- 
moil and ſweat, and almoſt agonize with eagerneſs! 
And all for what? Is it to purchaſe a bliſsful im- 
mortality? Is it to reach the realms of inextinguifh- 


able light? Ah no ! Their wiſhes wander quite n 


different way. All the vaſt ſtock of cares, anxie- 
ties and toils, with which fo many noble fouls are 
y_ conſumed, quite ſpent : Alt is laid out In 

ching after the world and it's enjoyments : All 


is to gain ſome elbow-room ; to rife, to fwell, to 


ſtrut, and riot in the world. O ſouls created for a 


nobler end! Is nothing worthy of your purſuits but 


the world? Does Eternity, does Heaven, does GoD 


deſerve no part of your care? Is the being children 


of the prince of darkneſs ſo much more profitable, 


than being children of Jeſus Chrift, the. Eternal 
Gop of day, himſelf the everlaſting Dar and Light 
of all the bleſſed above? Ah no! This hour ſhall 
ſhew how little you can hope to gain by the 
exchange. | oo 

Methinks, I hear this Drvrvts Day, utter a 
word of inſpiration, is Thee, O facred Mother 
Church! Thou grace-commiunicating Dar and lu- 
minary of the Faithful!“ Hold, fpotleſs Spouſe, 
* methinks be ſays, with-hold a while thy falutagy 


« hghts and mine, from theſe unthinking undeſer- 
ving creatures. Since they 


* me to the world; and ſmice the gloom of that 
aft the rays of Light, 
* my gofpet can afford them; even ſee, for ore 
wad day, what they ate without it. Perhaps, the 
* fptendor of it's truths may be too ſtrong for their 
* poor fleſhly minds. Perhaps, a deat-bought 
* knowledge from the world may ſuit them better 


than the gratis-given ſcience. my Goſpel, would 


« diſpenſe. Leave then theſe ſons of darknels_to 
« the” gloomy world they ate fo fond of. Even 
| G 2 + © that 


— 


will needs poſtpone 


4 


* that itſelf ſhall teach them my eternal truths, if 
* they but ſtudy it: Even that ſhall ſhew them, 
hat they loſe, in leaving me for that: And 
* night itſelf, the night of worldly purſuits ae 
e point-out, to the night of their Heſh-bur n'd 
< underſtandings the knowledge neceſfary to lead 
them back to me.“ 

So then, dear Chriſtians, this Sunday, we are left 
to grope out our' way through the thick night of a 
bedarken'd world. So then Chriſt Jesvs the Eter- 
nal Day, hath utter'd @ word, and Holy Church, 
that never-failing Day, which borrows all it's light 
from him, has ſhut up the goſpel and with-drawn 
every ray of evangelical inſtruction from us. Come 
then, fond. worldlings : Let us plunge, in good ear- 
neſt, into this world, we are ſo fooliſhly enamour'd 
with; and ſee what we can find in it ſo amiable, 
. which merits, in our hearts, a preference to 
Heaven. Who knows, but ſtruggling through the 
-1rapenetrable miſt, the dreary glimmerings of joy, 
Which hitherto deceived our purblind underſtand- 
ings, may ſerve to ſhew us all the deformity of 
what we ſet our hearts upon? Who knows, but 
night to night may point out knowledge ; And we 
may learn by bought experience to prefer ho- 
nour, peace and eaſe, to ſhame, anxiety and labour; 
grace to guilt; eternal beatitude, to temporal and 
ternal miſery ; glory to ſhame, and heaven to the 
world? Strange unuſual errand ! To recur to a gid- 
dy world to purchaſe wiſdom? But! Since we are 
ſent this morning, let us go for once and learn at 


* 


I. What encoura 
gives to it's followers in the purſuit of it: 

II. What rewards in the enjoyment of it: and 

re -W3 uſeful reflections may be drawn from 


O Loving Saviour ! do not quite forſake us. Un- 
< gratefully as we have acted hitherto, in lighting 
< all thy lights and graces; do not withdraw them 
* wholly from us now, when we want them moſt. 
But fince thou judgeſt meet, this day, to eclipſe 
« thy golſpel-rays 3 O be thyſelf our guide; and 
** kindly lead us, through this labyrinth of labour, 
, fin and ignorance and error, to the ſmooth, ſafe, 
_* unerring paths of ſolid faith and piety. Shew us 
« this fondled world, this idol of illuſion, in it's ge- 
"nun horrors; that, ſeeing the dangers which our 
4 raſh purſuit of it has till now expoſed us to, we 
may renounce it once for all, and in good earneſt 
© cling to the. | 


I Ii an idle as well as ſuperſtitious. induſtry, 
© Beloved Chriſtians, to be at ſo much ſtudied: pains 
to. conſult the planets for the evils which may befal 
e 1 | 


ent this world, ſo idolized, 
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us. What need is there to ſoar to the ſkies, to 
ranſack the immenſe volume of luminous Orbs, in 
ſeach of calamities, which ſhew themſelves but too 


ſoon, and which we want as many eyes to bewail as 


we have members to feel them & Ah! Every houſe, 
every heart is ſo plentifully ſtock'd with xs own, 


that every tongue may cry out, with Holy Jos, 


Pains are waging war upon me. And, alas, with 
what fury are we not befreged and aſſaulted on eve- 
ſide, in every inſtant, by miſeries of every kind? 

e ſkies, the earth, the elements; ſtrangers, ac- 
828 domeſtic friends; all, as it were, in con- 
tera againſt us, how variouſly, how — 
how ſeverely do they not in their turns, ſurpriſe, 
aſſail and harraſs us? What corner is there in this 
exile, this vale of tears we are ſo attach'd to, which 
does not eccho forth thoſe melancholy accents : 
Pains are warring upon me? © Woe is to me, cries 
* that rich man reduced, What cruel reverſe of 
fortune is it, which thus devours my rents, 
«© wrecks all my traffic, blights all my harveſt, and 
„ moulders away all my ſubſtance. How am I 
* nonſuited in every juſt trial? How am I frown'd 
** away from court? Or how is every door ſhut to 
* my approaches? O miſery, how do'ſt thou purſue 
* me! Ah! how ſeverely are pains warring upon 
* me?” Another diſappointed murmurer ecchoes 
to the former, © Alas what evil fate has robb'd me 
* of this darling, this heir to my eſtate, this part- 
* ner of my bed, this boſom friend, this ſtay to all 
my hopes? O hapleſs wretch ! What pains are 
* warring upon me! Again this other languiſhing 
in ſickneſs, © Ah, be cries, how has diſeaſe disfigu- 
red this once comely frame of mine? How, — 
« it blaſted all the bloom of this admired counte- 
% nance; admired by all, but idolized by me? 
“% How does this fever 
* how does this ague chill my very vitals; how 
* does this gout, this rheumatiſm, this palſy nail 
me to a bed of tortures? Ah! Why do I ſub- 
* ſiſt thus ulcer'd, rack'd, thus rotting by degrees? 
* Why do L live. this agonizing life, not wholly 
*.dead and ſcarcely half-alive, while thus in every 
part, Pains are warring upon me.” Go where 
you will, ſtay where you will, if you aſſociate with 


men, what can you hear but cries like theſe : 


* What ſorrows are like mine, cries One? 
% What evils, cries Another, can there be, which 
may compare with thoſe I feel?” And you, who 
hear the lamentations of them all, how do you un- 
der-rate their joint calamities confronted with your 
own? If you forbear expreſs reproaches, it is ten 
to one but inwardly you ſcorn them as puſillani- 
mous. * Alas faint-hearted creatures, you ſay 
% within Fa. you complain for ſuch mere trifles, 
what would you do in my condition? For ah! 
+ Chap. x. 
| « what 


ch and wither me; 
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« what are ſuch ſufferings but enjoyments com- 
« pared with the Pains which are warring upon 
« me?” So infeparable is miſery from every ſta- 
tion in the world. n 
What then, Beloved Chriſtians? Is this the re- 
ion which the world affords to All it's favorit 
followers? Yes: This makes fome part of it. But 
what is this? Alas, it is = 1 to what re- 
mains. As yet we have ſaid nothing of ſo ma- 
ny other ſtrange and frequent, ſevere and wringing 
miſeries with which it's corrupted hands are full. 
As yet we have not mention'd the miſchiefs ma- 
chinated under the laſcivious ſmiles of a Dali la. 
The revengeful darts, the calumnious ſtabs to re- 
putation, the murderous defigns and butcherly at- 
tempts, cover'd under the friendſhips of 'a Foab ; 
nor the uſuries, frauds, impoſitions, oppreſſions, 


- ſacrileges and bloodſhed hatch'd by avarice, and 
brought to effect by the deſtructive kiſſes of a Ju- 


das. And there is no Age, no Year, perhaps no 
Day or Hour in the Day, which is not witneſs to 
fome of theſe, in every nation, every city (and 
would to Gop! I could with full affurance ſay, 
not almoſt under every roof) in ſome ſhape or ano- 
ther. I muſt never come to a concluſion, did I 
undertake a detail of the oppreſſions, under which 
the Poor are made to groan; of the jealouſies and 
envy with which the Powerful are powerfully tor- 
mented; of the Injuſtices with which Merit is 
brow-beaten, nay, often-times overwhelm'd. The 
days of the longeſt liver would not ſuffice to give a 
ſlender account of the Vices committed in Courts; 
the grievances done at the Bars of Juſtice; or the 
lingering deaths which owe all their miſchiefs to 
the ignorance, avarice or rafhnefs of the Faculty. 
Barely to number over the ſtrong holds made for 


fraud, impoſture, ignorance, vice, flattery, impu- 


dence and h iſy, to triumph-in over Honeſty, 
Plain-dealing, Senſe, Virtue, Sincerity, Modeſty 
and Piety, would demand an Age of Time. And 
if a Patriarchal life would be too ſhort to enume- 
rate all the bitter evils which beſiege mankind from 
the cradle to the grave; the only comfortable re- 
flection is, that no man can live even long enough 
to feel one half: of the miſeries which threaten 
and beſet himſelf. | 
And can there then be perſons nevertheleſs ſo 
ſtrangely infatuated to a world thus wretched, as to 
have a hankering after it? Can there be ſuch, did 
I fay? Alas there are. Our own hearts, theſe very 
hearts, ate ſo zealouſly devoted to it; that, even 
this very hour, while it is painted to our under= 
ſtandings in all it's deformity, all our paſſions are 
revolting with rage and impatience: So little can 
we bear to ſee the dear-beloved Idol expoſed. This was 
the mad diſorder never underſtood by that ſublime 


and penetrating Genius, who underſtood ſo much: 


St. Auguſtin I mean. What ſays the Saint, The 
* world is full of diſturbance, and yet is beloved 
* by us! And yet we eagerly yearn after it! Ahf 
* what ſhould we do then, it it afforded Reſt 7 
The world, Chriſtians, is for ever laying ſnares for 
you; continually perſecuting you; perpetually ill- 
uſing you: And = are you attach'd to it? Alas 
then, what would you be; if, diſarm'd of all it's 
cruelty, it ſhould flatter you with profpe&s of peace 
and _— See you not that the Traitor, having 
diſcover'd that no injuries, no ill- uſage can alienate: - 
your affections from it, reaches even to the hartaſ-- 
ſing you without _ reſerve? Inſtead of gilding the 
bitter pills, inſtead of ſweetening the murderous po- 
tions it gives you, often does it feed you with rank 
unmingſed poiſon. Ah ! rouze then for once 
the delicacy of your ſpirits, and ſuffer not ſuch Inſo- 
lence to triumph over your patience. Is it not a 
ſhame, that fouls ſo nobly form'd, and for fuch no- 
ble purpoſes, as yours are, ſhould meanly devote 
the flower of all their ſpirits to ſuch a ſhameleſs. 
baſe, encroaching enemy? Hear then the Holy 
Ghoſt confuring you, by the mouth of SoLoMoN : 
Give not your honour to the ſlranger, nor your years 
to the cruel, * If you will not renounce the ſervis 
tude of a Tyrant, which thus perſecutes you to de- 
ſtruction, from a principle of courage; do it at 
teaſt from a ſenſe of reſentment: Has the world” 
robb'd you of that Patron who protected you a+ 
gainſt your adverſaries; of that beanteous Object 
who fomented your concupiſcence and animated: 
your r e of that child, that 
only ſpur to all your ambitious views; or-of that 
eſtate the only brat of all your wiſhes? Has it 


forced the prerogatives of your merit to give way 


to the more powerful intereſt of a worthleſs com-- 
petitor; help'd the artifices of an adverſary to weigh 
down the juſtice of your cauſe; or built the ad- 
vancement of a correſpondent upon the ' ruins of 
your fortune? O the traitor | But what leſs could you 
expect from a perfidious world: an implacableenemy* 
ever intent on your deſtruction? Away then, away” 
with the intolerable yoke : Shake off the traiterous 
correſpondence : Reſolve, and be free: Revolt but 
againſt Slavery, and Liberty ſnall court you. Me- 
thinks,. I ſee (and ah! how do long to ſee) vou 
ſet about it: That I may ſay to you, as St. Fulgen- 
tius did to T hendare: [rejoice with you, that now 
« you trample with contempt upon that world, 
* which, while you loved it, trampRd upon you.“ 
But why do Twaſte my breat ) | 


I. „ O Father, methinks you cry # There need 


* not ſo many invectiyes, to rouze our reſentment. 
© We are not of ſo pacific a compoſure, that we 
© can eafily love What hates us. Full fenfible- 
* P. N. . : 

8 6. * i 


ib 
ec ye are, chat the world has hitherto treated us 
ec but rudely. Yet who knows, but after ſuch in- 
ec di ulage to us, It may grow tired of it's in- 
& ſults, and it's own rage may blunt the edge of 
< it's abuſive hatred. Was not Daniel, in the den 
-<< of lions, beſet with every terror: Yet with what 
e glory did not he eſcape them all? What danger 
-© could exceed that of the children in the fiery 
C furnace? Yet was the evil in their appreben- 
e ſions, the ny How's they felt: And the flames, 
ec which, while ly threaten'd, made the matter 
e of their fears, were made in the aſſay of them 
< the inſtrument of their glory. Was not the 
ec chaſte Patriarch Joſep? condemn'd to rot out life 
e in ignoble fetters? Let were thoſe ignominious 
-< jrons temper'd into a glorious .crown of liberty 
4 and ſplendor, by his conſtancy in bearing them. 
"© If there are muktitades condemn'd to miſery b 
% the world; how too do we not behol 
'« who, by paying homage to it, attain to reſoic- 
— ing, ati and making a figure, along with 
% it? Wherefore then may not we continue to 
 »* ſerve it with aſſiduity, in hopes of the like re- 
<< compence?” But O Beloved Chriſtians of mine 
How often are not thoſe hopes abortive, for once 
that they prove ſucceſsful? What a malicious plea- 
ſure does not the tyrant world take in baffling the 
expectations of it's followers? And where it is 
moſt liberal in-rewards, how perfidious is It not in 
mingling every pleaſing draught, it gives, with 
-mortal venom? Say, Deareſt Fellow-ſtrugglers ; 
and, I conjure you, be ſincere; Did you ever taſte 
a pleaſure. in this world, which. was not ＋ 
with ſome gall, ſome deathful regret, like That 
poor Jonatban was wreck'd with, after a eng 
taſte of the little honey which had liked to c 
him ſo dear? O hapleſs me, did you not exclaim 
with him? Hapleſs me! I did but tafle a little ho- 
ney and Lo! 1 muſt die. Confeſs, O Lechers! 
Did you ever gather | roſes which were not over- 
purchaſed, oonſidering the thorns you were.tortured 
with ! O what: jealoufies! What piques ! What 
contempts! What tears! What deſperations 
What rivalings! What frenzies and what dangers 
have not been the fruits of your wanton. induſtries ? 
_ ----Miſers! have you ever laid up any ſweets, which 
Have not multiplied, tormenting peace-deſtroying 
worms in your breaſt ?, 2 what loſſes, 
what pains! What anxieties, and what agonies 
Have you not cheriſh'd with the hoarded 
:Grandees? Did you ever hold the Rod of Power 
in your hands, which did not more than once 
| to a Serpent; not to work wonders at your 
will, like that of 4 but to ſting with the moſt 
bitter ſenſe of the miſery of your ſtation, with the 
livgkeſt ſenſe of the poiſon mingled in the luſcious 
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erts, to the torture of it's adherents, thoſe very ob- 
JeQs, on which they built all their expectations of 


his honours. 


proſpect of ſelf-intereſt to themſelves, would fell him 


. 


draught your ambition thirſted after ? O what fa. 
tiguing affairs, what diffidences | What conſpira- 
cies.and treacheries robb'd you of reſt and every 
taſte of pleaſure. © 
Ah the world might be borne with, if it was 
enemy only | to. thoſe whom it frowns upon: 
But the worſt is, that it is a more bitter den 
to all whom it flatters. The worſt, 7 /ay is, that, 
to triumph compleatly in it's treachery, it often ex- 


pleaſure or profit. Is a man by his courage and 
conduct arrived to the dignity of a Generaſiſſimo, 
like Abner ? 'The world ſhall preſently ſubſtitute a 
falſe friend like Foab, to cut him off and ſucceed in 
he the ſon of a Prince, a Prince 
himſelf, like Aſepbiboſetbs A treacherous ſlave 
mall have it in his power to ſtep into his Lord's in- 
heritance, by the afliſtance of perjury, as Ziba did. 
Is a man the firſt-born of his father, as Eſau was? 
What then? a younger brother ſhall diſappoint all 
his hopes, by firſt getting the ſtart, as Jacob did in 
.his parent's 2 and then ſtepping into the 

te. Even Kings themſelves are not ſafe with all 
their 2 power. Even in the height 
of their glory, ſoreign conqueror, or ſome do- 
meſtic traitor ; Perbaps, to make'the miſery more 
ſtinging, ſome tavourit child ſhall riſe in arms a- 
gainſt him, to ſtrip him of his regal honours. And 
could one find a man on earth endow'd with every 
power, every title to unenvied happineſs? was he 
another Chriſt ; there would not be wanting Tuda- 
ſes in abundance, who, to promote ſome trifling 


into the arms of his moſt cruel enemies, tho' to be 
butcher'd by them amd mangled on an infamous gib- 
bet. Where then is the common ſenſe in repoſing 
a confidence in_a fickle, falſe, fantaftic, faithleſs 
World: where no ſervices bind, no friendſhips en- 
gage, no blood cements, no authority can give ſecu- 
rity: And not even Holy Faith guarantees us from 
treachery,. oppreſſion, guile and per ſecutions? 

Alas, dear Fellow-Chriſtians ] Appearances de- 
ceive us. Let us not judge of human happineſs by 
the outſide dreſs of man; or we ſhall ever be the 
dupes of error and illuſion. Tear off the gaudy 
velvets from this man: Strip but that woman of 
her glittering trinkets: Remove but the ſkreen of 
ſilks, brocades, and. rich attite and pompous. equi- 
page, which hide to vulgar eyes the wounds and 
the ſecret ſores of this exalted man, of that great 
lady, who paſs updn the public for happy: And 
what a load of bleeding anguiſh may we not diſco- 
ver in their breaſts! For, believe me, Chriſtians; 
theſe two truths you may rely upon: Calamities 
pay no reſpe&t to pomp or ſplendor; and in *w 


vale of vanity, no fragrant roſes grow without their 
pungent thorns, no ſavory fruits without their venom. 
Nagman was + great Prince in his Country, the ge- 
neral in chief all the forces of the King of Syria; 
© 2 great favourit with his fovereign, honour'd, ho- 
| nourable, valiant and rich, as Holy Writ informs 
us: * But then! ----With all theſe advantages, he 
was a Leper. Haman was a great politician, and 
ET raiſed himfelf by his politics to the higheſt pitch of 
"RE glory a miniſter could reach. But then, what did 
the eminence of his ſtation avail, but to ſerve him 
as a ſcaffold, to tender his infamy more conſpicuous, - 
wen exalted en a gibbet? Rachel and Leah were 
both ornaments of their ſex : This for her fruitful-- 
RE neſs, and That for her uncommon beauty. But 
then were they not both the reproach of it too: The 
XX Former for her barrenneſs, the Latter for her de- 
formity ? To behold a princely Aſalom at the head 
of a formidable army, That} for his rifing great- 
neſs, admired for his ſplendid appearance, and uni- 
RE verſally beloved for his perſonal gracefulneſs, what 
a proſpe& of enviable glory does it not afford? But 
ah] To what matter of pity does not the ſcene ſhift, 
| when we behold him hanging from a tree by his 
"XX entangled locks ; and ſee the curling honours. of his 
head — 1838 of —— _ diſ-- 
grace for him? old but a r ar ſitting 
at his ſplendid entertainment — a gaudy — 
of wives and concubines; attended by all his nobles; 
feaſting on the moſt delicious viands and exquiſit 
vines; ſerved up in ſilver and gold, and invited to · 
Jollity and mirth, by elegant muſic, with whatever” 
elſe can charm. his ſenſes and ſooth his mind to diſ- 
ſipation of care and thought. Does the bare ideal 
ſight enamour you? Ah |. be not dazaled into error 
1 Nn 2 falle appearance ries inſtant 
hall you ſee this very. ſame. gay thing all pale, de- 
1 jefted, ſcared and deepl — Three words 
are written on the wall by an inviſible hand; and 
immediately all the ſplendid ſcene is reverſed into 
the melancholy rehearſal of a diſmal tragedy upon 
the eve of being acted effectually. For this object 
of envy, whom you ſee thus rioting on the ſummit 
of worldly ſplendor, ſhall, ere the morrow's ſun 
ſets, be ſeen ſunk beneath the wounds of many a - 
mortal weapon and weltering, in his own-' blood. 
Does the abe of a gaudy. Jeaabel, looking from her 
palace · window, dreſt in all the ſplendid gew-gaws of 
majeſtic attire, charm you into admiration of her? 
Have patience but for a moment. This is one of 
choſe wretched mortals, who, through a long labo- 
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rious and.unwearied purſuit of the world, is now 
eaching to the ultimate enjoyment of it. See then 
he glittering thing, in reward of all her paſt fa- 
tigues in the ſervice of that, throw out of her win 
low for dogs to lick her blood; and for birds and. 
alls.of prey to feed on her fleſh. - Such, ſuch is 

* 4 Kings v. A 
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© if the world be ſuch as it now a 


„ even take a 


47 
the inviting recompence of an ungratefut world. 
Such is the nature of this idolized world: Either to 
grant it's followers no felicity, but rudely to declare 
open — with — 4 or to act the fecret treache- 
rous perlecutor, and, granting them a paſſing taſte of 
falſe happineſs, of ſeeming — „to —.— it with 
overpowering gall, and — it with lingering 
poiſons, and inevitable deaths. Go then, fond mor- 
tals ! if ſuch treatment enamours you, go on in the 
purſuit of a perfidious world, which as you ſee, and 
as St. Cyprian witneſſes, © Smiles with a cruel in- 
<< tent; flatters with a purpoſe to deceive; and de- 
*© coys out of a murderous deſign.“ 
But methinks, I hear you anfwer me: Well then, 

s to be; 
Vie muſt even henceforth flee from it. We muſt 
| ge to the eaſt; re le the 
long: deſerted deſerts of Thebars ; and, thus lead- 
** ing mankind into woods, make one grand wil 
«© dernefs of the world.“ But ah Chriſtians, the 
world is in yourſelves: It goes every where with-' 

ou : and is not confined to the towns you inhabit. - 

o quit the world intirely,. you muſt quit yourſelves 7 
in part: And to do this; undoubtedly, one eſſicaci- 
ous means would be the renouncing communication 
with the noify multitude, for a life of retirement 
and ſolitude.” Such then among you as are at li- 
berty to do ſo, would do excellently in ſo doing. - 
Still to ſay thus much to all, would be faying too 
much. It is not to make you all flee from the 
world, that I have painted it to you thus odious, 
thus like itſelfl. The tender love indeed which I 
have for you all, makes me earneſtly wiſh, that ny 
little labours might induce you to flee from it's il 
uſage; And O would you had but your own inte- 
reſt at heart as much as I have it for you Soon 


would you be out of the reach of all it's inſults. 


A great number of the //raz/ites, in the wilder- 
neſs, were viſited, remember, by death arm'd with 
the borrow'd- ſting of avenging ſerpents. And 
Moſet, to cure the remaining part of them, cauſed a a 


brazen image of a ſerpent to be erected in a conſpi- 


cuous part of the deſert, where every - one who found 
himſelf wounded might behold it, and ſo rid him- 


ſelf of the venom imbibed. In fact, no ſooner did 


they look on the ſerpent in effigy, than they found * 
the virtue of it ſuperior to-that ot the real ſerpents';; 
whoſe poifon evaporated — their pores, in 
meaſure as they inhaled the antidote by their eyes. 
O Chriſtian: Worldings, or rather worldlymindect 
Chriſtians'!- Not. unlike to theirs is: your wretched 
condition. You are miſerably ſtung by a venomaus 
world: Lou, O ambitious, by it's: bloating 
honours: You, O cuvetous, by it's corrupt intereſts : 
You: O lecherous men, by it's putrid nlenſures 
You O vain-glorious women, by it's 


Ah look then, fix a ſerious eye, onthe ſame world 


ip 
\ ; 


48 
in effigy; and I pronounce you cured. For, as a 
Teverend Author * obſerves, © Juſt as the ſight of 


** the ſerpent was the beſt antidote to it's infecti- 
<< ous ming, ſo is the beſt remedy for fin, the know 


4 ledge of it.” Obſerve but how this ſerpent- 
world, ſwells at the coſt of ſo many unhappy crea- 
ures, who, after having too faithfully adhered to it, 


are now condemn'd, by the traitor, to drag on a 


deplorable old-age m want, 0 reſſion, contempt 
and'every diſtreſsful anguiſh. Nay look but to the 


treatment yourſelves have met with from it, in re- 


turn for all your aſſiduity in following it: And if it 
has, as I dare believe it has, treated you but rude- 
1y, but ungratefully ; learn, from it's paſt uſage what 
you have to truſt to for the future, learn, by experi- 
ence, to hate it, to flee it, to quit it's infamous ſer- 


vice, from the noble principle of a juſt reſentment. 
Nay, if it has even treated you with reſpect; the 


more reaſon have you to miſtruſt and deteſt it. For 
be perſuaded, that, thoſe whom it favours, it means 
to betray. Be aſſured that, one day or other, it will 
groſly ill- treat even you. Try then to be before- 


hand with it: Prevent it's malignity; and hate it, 
flee from it, ſhake off it's. ſhameful yoke by way of 


caution. | 
- © You have now ſeen, beloved Auditors; nay, I 
dare ſay 
following this deceitful world. And what is there 
in them, which, may reaſonably encourage you to 
rſiſt in following it on? You have heard, and 
eaven grant you do not many of you actually, to 
ur ſorrow, taſte the recompences it has to give to 
it's followers in the enjoyment of it. Tell me 
then, what is there in theſe rewards fo delicious, 
to enamour you with the donor of them? If you 
can diſcern aught in this maze of miſeries, for the 
thick night of fin, ignorance, folly and error, in 


which it is involved; what is it you can ſee but 


* what muſt point-out to you the horrid folly of your 
| benighted ſouls in being ſo fond of it? O learn 
then to draw, from theſe truths; ſuch refleQtions as 
may light-up your underſtandings and give you the 
Knowledge neceſſary to extricate yourſelves from 


that gloomy labyrinth in which you have been 


Hitherto ſo ſtrangely bewilder'd. 


III. The principal Reflections, Beloved, which 

I could wiſh you, for the preſent, to make, are 
*THREE, The Firſt, I have to offer to you, is a 
E. in or- 


ſerious ſcrutiny of your own conduct in li 
Aer to find out, whether you have not by your own 


irregularities, and ſinful practices, ſmooth'd the 
way for thoſe calamities which overwhelm you in 


che world: And if you find in yourſelves plenty of 
faults ; begin the reformation of the world, by re- 
forming yourſelves. The ſhip, in which Fonab 


ns navigating to Tharfis, was freighted with the 


* Ceſariu of drier. 
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you have already felt the bitter fruits of 


cauſe of a tempeſt in his diſobedience : No wonder 
therefore, that danger overtook it in a ftorm. A 
contraſt of jarring winds, tempeſtuouſly blowing, 


raiſed a ſedition in the ſeas; and Death, riſing ,, 
| bolder and bolder on eve 


ſwelling wave, burſt in 
upon the veſſel's fide, to ſtare the anxious mariners 
in the face. But the mariners leſs frighted than a- 
larm'd at an aſpect they are grown familiar to, have 
recourſe to Art to repel the threatening danger. 
% The fail, the Maſter cries, is too full; it takes 
too much wind: Let it be reeved, let it be con- 
«© tracted,” The fail is contracted: And ſtill the 
ſtorm encreaſes. The yard is ſtill too high: 
Let it be lower'd.” The yard is lower'd: Still 
the ſtorm gathers ſtrength. © Lighten the ſhip; 
“ Out then with theſe goods: Out with thoſe 
wealthy merchandizes : Out with the whole 
cargo, ſo we fave but our lives.” What will 
not a man give in exchange for his life? The veſ- 
ſel is lighten'd; but alas to what purpoſe, when 
the hardneſs of weather bears upon it heavier and 
heavier? At length, every ſtratagem of navigation 
exhauſted, true ſailor-like, they apply to that Re- 
medy, which, tho? it ought to be the firſt, is, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, thelaſt: In a word, they have re- 
courſe to Goo. O Lord! Thou who has't the 
* winds and the waves in ſubjection; and reigneſt 
over us and the elements, forbid them to perſe- 
cute us any longer: We beſeech thee, O Lord, 
* let us not periſh” Here the Holy Father St. 
Jerome, fixes himſelf in high contemplation on 
this joint fluctuation of waters and human ſpirits ; 
and, eyeing 8 of men thus uſeleſsly buſied 
in contracting fails, deſtroying tackle, caſting an- 
chor, throwing over-board merchandize, and of- 


fering vows, © Away, be cries, away with this 


„ fruitleſs induſtry. The cauſe of your calamities 
is quite other than you conceive it. Throw over 
* that Jonab, throw over that Jonab, who is the 
* bane of your peace. Remove the Cauſe of the 
&« ſtorm, and the ſtorm ſhall loſe all it's power.“ 
Even ſo was it in fact: Fonab caſt out of the veſ- 
ſel the tempeſt was ſpent. BY. 
Woman, poor afflicted woman, wedd:d or rather 
fetter d with ſome ſavage ! does your inſ-parzÞ!c 
tyrant; at every turn, when the Brute prevails 
within him, force you to fwallow many 2 bitter 
pill of grief and pain? And do your children, tread- 
ing in their father's ſteps, deſtroy your peace; and, 
with unnatural inſolence of uſage, prey upon you! 
very vitals? Alas, poor ſtruggler in a ſea of for- 
row | Forſaken long fince by health and ſtrength, 


and peace and reſt; are you but juſt enough alive to 


feel the miſery of a protracted death? Ah"ſearch 
within your ſoul and fee, if ſome undue attach 
ment, ſome ſinful vehemence of paſſion or affech- 
on is not lurking there, and Foralthing your adverſe 
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fortune with freſh matter to torment you. And if 
you find it; throw it out immediately. © Throw 
dc gut the Jonab, and the ſtorm ſha ceaſe.” You, 
O Man of ſubſtance, find your affairs going wrong, 
our wealth decreaſing, your wants augmenting : 

Y our merchandizes are wreck'd, the demands upon 
u are more than you can anſwer, and your credit 
— to ſink: Or your laygds yield not their uſual 
tribute, your houſes, your barns are conſumed by 
fire, your credit at Court diminiſhes; and, ſpite of 
all your proſtitutions of Conſcience to gain favour 
there, -you are turn'd out of your employments, 
or cannot attain to preferment. Ah! look into the 
cauſe, ſearch within you for the author of your mis- 
fortunes. Is there no charitable legacy, no pious 
gift, no poor man's patrimony confuſedly buried in, 
and ſwatlow'd up by your other wealth? Throw 
out then theſe ſeeds of deſtruction; Throw out 
this canker-worm which gnaws — your lawful 
ſubſtance; Throw out this Fonab, who is the 


4 cauſe of the ſtorm you are threaten'd to be over- 


< whelm'd by. Throw out this Jonab, and the 


4 ſtorm ſhall ceaſe.” 

O my dear country! Tis now for many gene- 
rations paſt, that a furious tempeſt has been agita- 
ting thee, and venting all it's rage upon thee : Wit- 
neſs the ruinous condition thou arꝰt — in: Thy 
nobleſt blood extinct, or on the point of being ſo, 
the largeſt patrimonies quite conſumed, or haſtily 
conſuming, or mingled with ignoble, ill-gotten, 
ſelf-deſtroying dirt: Whole families extirpated, or 
totally impoveriſh'd : Trade in a languiſhing condi- 
tion: Whole multitudes, almoſt, yearly ſwept away 
by epidemic- peſts : Whole cities frequently con- 
ſumed to aſhes: Whole counties halt unpeopled, 
and little better than half ſtarved. And what is 
worſe : The ſtorm, inſtead of- blowing-over, riſes 
more and more: the tempeſt gathers ſtrength ; and 
the tumultuous fea of evils ; which overwhelm us 
ſwells continually. Not all the arts of human po- 
licy we have recourſe to, are able to aſſwage the fu- 
ry of it's ſurges, which foam with ſuch inceſſant 
rage, as if they would ſwallow- up intire the alread 
ſhatter'd remains of this ſinking bark. O Dear-lc- 
ved land | muſt I be forced to talk to thee thus in an 

allegory; for want of the heart to reproach thee 
more openly ? Muſt my bowels of tenderneſs. for 
thee oblige me to conceal -thy, corruption; rather 
than raiſe a bluſh in thee by expoſing thy miſery 
to open day? Yet does the public good call aloud 
for ſome public ſpirit whoſe zeal may hunt-out the 
lurking Fonabs, who, with the aliment of public 
iniquity, nouriſh the fury of the Heavens againſt 
you. Tell me then, dear- loved compatriots, how 
ed among you? How 


our accounts with Heaven ballanced ? Is there 

onab of hereſy, infidelity or impiety lurking a- 

— you - Does decency alone dire& your garb, 
O1. 


are 
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meal from Ris bones; and let him be 
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to the promotion of public decorum; ot rather, 
does not indecent luxury add public ſcandal to pri- 
vate vanity? Does modeſty accompany your con- 
verſe; or rather, does not impudicity pollute it? 
What are the courtſhips every where carried on 
among you: Communications of innocence or fire- 
brands of ſenſuality ? What your traffics: corre- 
ſpondences of honeſty or ſo many combats of fraud ? 
What faith is there in you, OMen? And what is 
your modeſty, O once reſerved ſex? Where is the 
edification to be ſeen in old men? Where the piety 
and zeal to be found in eccleſiaſtics? Where is your 
Chriſtian behaviour in the ſtreets, in your ſhops, in 
your houſes, in your aſſemblies, in your palaces, in 
your cloſets, nay in church; O how many Fonabs 
are every-where to be found | How many criminals! 
How many crimes ! If then there fe; ah ! throw 
them out directly and appeaſe the ſtorm. Let eve- 
ry one bear a part in lightening the public load, by 
removing the matter of the public calamity z and 
% throw out his Fonab.” For, depend upon it, 
the Heavens will never ceaſe to perſecute us, till 
we ceaſe to cheriſh the matter of their fury. Tem- 
peſts will never make peace with this nation, till 
this nation makes with Gop. This, Chrif- 
tians; this then is the „ir reflection you ſhoyld 
make, at ſight of the horrid treacheries you now _ 
diſcover in this illuſive world: That the only ſure 
way to better the world effectually is to begin by 
the betterment of your own lives and manners. 
The ſecond is, that, ſince the world is ever thus 
miſerable, thus traiterous, we ſhould never bear to 


renounce Gop for the world. It is forever either 


barefacedly afflicting you, or ſoothingly betrayi 
you : In — St. "Fobn beſt — es its The 
whole world is forever ſet in miſcbief., * Ah 
Chriſtians ! Be yourſelves then for once, and treat 
this traitor-world, like a traitor as it is. Let it 
threaten you or attempt to flatter you into it's ſer- 
vice: Anſwer it as that intrepid ſoldier of Chriſt St. 
Dioſcorus did the Emperor Decius. After cauſing him 
to bedragg'd to the foot of his throne, the haughty 
Emperor demanded his name. I ama Chriſtian re- 
plies the Saint. Your family? [ama Chriſtian. Your 
country? Your profeſſion? And to every queſti- 

on {till the ſum of the ſacred hero's reply is: I am 
4 Chriſtian. “ Inſolent Chriſtian, the Tyrant re- 
« plies! Is it thus thou dare'ſt to inſult imperial 
* Majeſty? Learn then to fear it's authority by 
feeling the weight of it's indignation. Let him 
be loaded with irons: Let his fleſh be torn piece- 
put to the 
* moſt torturing death.” Be it ſo, ſays the mar- 
tyr: I am ready to bear it all; for /am a Criſ⸗ 
tian. Tis done, he is ſcourged, he is beat, he is 
bruiſed ; with iron ſcorpions they tear his ſpotleſs 
fleth from off his ribs; and then apply to his na- 
. Tes r. * 3 
7 I 


= 
ol 


* 


entrails flaming fire- brands. Still the Chriſti- 
— . ſinaneſs encreaſes with the encrea 
"fng rage of cruelty. Still, with the joy of a Pa- 
iſe in his heart, and all the harmony of grace 

pon his tongue, his conſtant note is this, I am 2 
Chri fbi Thus baffled all the force and arts of 
— Martyr triumphs and the tyrant foams. 


„ of diſappointed fury. Is there no coming at the 
«ſouls of theſe Chriſtians? What are they then 
. made of? Surely of iron or of flint. But no: 
& Theſe yield to fire and ſteel; while thoſe more 
& harden'd ſtill, reſiſt them both. However 
4 Softneſs will oftentimes prevail where rigour lo- 
4 ſes ground. The matble, which blunts the ar- 
4% tift's tool, will yield at laſt to oil. 
Well thoughton!' The hint is improved. A bed 
of delicacy is prepared, to ſhake the hero's conſtan- 
oy by a new. invetted way. His wounds are bathed ; 
Bis ſores ate dreft; he is put to bed, tied-down 
with ſilken bands; and, when reſtored to reſpit from 
His pains, a beauteous proſtitute is brought to him, 
to aſſaſſinate (i poſſible his ſoul) whoſe very body 
almoſt feem'd invulnerable. ©! here indeed ts 
Auſe ſuſſicient to make the moſt intrepid tremble. 
What artifices! What looks! What ſmiles 


dur means did not this inſtrument of Hell recur-to, 
in to oon Chriſt's unconquerable ſoldier 
But all in vain: Thanks, deareſt Saviour, to thy all- 
 fafficient grace. As long as the female fend con- 
tines to attack his purity with bart expreſſion, 
the ſaim repels her inſolence with all the moſt bit- 
1 r which Holy Indignation could 
ggeſt. But himſelf too rudely preſt at, 
length ; fot want of other ſaſe - guard to his chaſti- 


ered tongue, and ſpits it bloody in the 'wretch's 
face: Lafping ont, in clipt and broken ſounds, the 
- wel words: Jam u Cbriſflian. 
Fi; iſtians of mine]! You: have not yet aſſert- 
rm being ſuch, in this emphatic manner. The 
Fatteries- with which the world attempts to ſooth 
vou, are not fo vigorous as theſe: The tortures, 
with, which: it perſecutes you, are not equal to thoſe 
- of, this- courageous Chriſtian. For, as St. Pau 
ys to his Hebrew Diſciples, You have not yet re- 
een uno block, in firiving aguinſ fon. * The 
moſt the world does to flatter you, is the ſaying. 


— 
Pd 
: 4 


that you may be upon a footing with others.“ 
Hut then the path which leads to it is ſtrew'd with 
fraud, with-oppteffion, with y: There is no 
turning in it which leads to Gon. Ah | what leſs 


I am 4 Chriſtian.” Or elſe the world: ſays, 
*:You muſt be of this vicious party; you muſt 
* ſbare.in that criminal pleaſure; or you muſt lend 
125 Aid. Ki. f 
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* What? he exclaims, with all the aſtoniſhment 


What:geſtures ! What language! And what drabo- 


ty, he calls his teeth io his defence, bites- ff his ſa- 


„ You'muſt try to reach to this or that high poſt, 


then can you, fray than, It is not a path for me: 


* a hand of help, or connivance to this other guil- 
< ty purfuit; or difoblige your companions.” And 
is ſo difficult a matter to reſiſt and anſwer, I am & 
Chriftian? In ſhort, ſays the world: © You muſt 


„ not be ſeen ſo often at Church and fo ſeldom at 


% Plays; or you will be laugh'd at for a devour. 
* What, think you, will people ſay, if you are more 
« pious than 
Chriſtians l A mighty deal of courage 


required to reſiſt fuch ſenſeleſs ſuggeſtions, that ou 
cannot repel them, with that reaſonable anſw er.. 
am a Chriſtian. And yet how feldom do you reſiſt 5 


them ? How often have regards like theſe ſuch pre- 
valence over yon, as almoſt to make you bluſh at 


your Chriſtianity, every tume you are caught in any - 


duty of it which is grown untaſhonable with the 
word? How many of you, perhaps, would long 
ſince have embraced, not only a+ virtuous, but, a 
holy life | How mary would promptly and chear- 
fully anſwer all the gracious mvitations of God to 
perieio but for. .. But for what? Ah! what 

put a ſtop to fuch fine inclinations, if it be not 
the want of courage and reſolution to break with the 


world in good earneſt, to trample under foot it's ſer- 
vil reſpects, and 


n at it's corrrupted -maxims ? 
You then, O favour'd ſouls, favour d with a happy 
dias to devotion} Ah fpeak aloud the unmanly 
arguments with which you are, each, ſo induſtrious 
to deceive yourſelves, | 
_ © © how mach ſweeter to my ſoul, would not 
the company of my dear crucified Redetmer be 
** than ali the converſe of mankind! O how would 
I prefer to courts a bleſfed ſolitude, where, with 
my Saviour's cruental wounds in view, I might 
* contemplate his exceſs of love and goodneſs for 
% me} But--- if I quit all converfe with the 
* world; what will the world ſay? Gladly would 
* Texchange the profanity of theatres, aff: 
* Drawi ms and balls for the holineſs of 
* Gop's SanQtuary; and the int net of 
* earthly entertainments for the delicious 
** of the Euchariſt. But if I ſhould be often ſeen 
at the Ahar z what would the world ay? Eve- 
* ry time I put on this gay, this ſplendid attire, 
77 the rag of purple which my Saviour wore, and 
** which ſcarcely (nay, not even fcarcely) con- 
© ceaFd one half of his precious livid wounds, re- 
* proaches mewith the crying oontraſt bet ween his 
* ſtudied poverty, and my affected finery. Fain 
2 would I therefore lay aſide theſe gaudy, nw 
coming trappings ;. yes unbecoming for me Who 
* am a Chains A lower of tatter d Ixsus. 
* But if throw them off; what wäll the world 
© ſay? What ſmiles! What laughter! What 
„jokes? What nod and winks, and ſhrugs will 
not enſueꝰ In ſhort, what will the world both 
* think and ſay; nay do; Or rather what will it 
« not da?“: #03 * 


you 
ref, of your neighbours ? Ah 
ſure then is 


mblies, 
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Thus You. O baſe, O wicked world ! Wilt thou 
then never put an end to the rude war thou haſt 
carried-on againſt the living Gop? In vain then 
has't thou been ſubdued by Chriſt's example, con- 
founded by his doctrins, and outlaw'd by his Auatbe- 
mas ? O proſcribed world! which no example can 


reyail upon us to quit; no experience of traiterous - 
alſhood — awake us to the knowledge of; no love 


of Gop will ſuffice to make us deteſt ! O feeble im- 
potent, and yet prevailing world! How long wilt 
thou be the ideal terror 
ing under the ſtandard of the Gop of Hoſts, were 
made to conquer thee; and which, if they would 
once teſolve in earneſt, might become thy 1 
rors and judges? Ah dear deluded brethren! Re- 
ſpe& and ſerve and flatter this your beloved world, 
as much as you pleaſe : Never will you be able to 
prevail upon it to treat you one jot more tenderly, 
more complaiſantly, than it has done hitherto. 
Judge then yourſelves, whether or not it can be to 
your intereſt, for the ſake of fuch a faithlefs, frau- 
dulent and thankleſs tyrant, to diſpleaſe your Gra- 
cious God, and ſacrifice your precious fouls. 

But This is not all Another RefleQion ſtill re- 
mains to bring this Sermon to an end. And O 
may it fix fo deeply in your fouls as that this plain 
Difoucſ: may never have an end in your remem- 
brance. Take the Reflection then juſt as it natu- 
rally flows from what has hitherto been ſaid. The 
Night of this baſe world examin'd- into, pointe th aut 
Knowledge to our behighted minds: And now it we 
are not obſtinately blind, we muſt ſee, that the 
world is an implacable enemy to all it's followers. 
Therefore let us once for all, and that ſincerely, 
and that effectually, turning our backs upon it, 
throw ourſelves into the gracious arms of the Al- 
mighty, our tender loving Parent. O what a fine 
example of ſ:ch a noble reſolution 1s ſet us by the 
Sacred. Spoule in the Canticles. Beaten, wounded, 


and fiript, as She was, of her choiceſt Ornametits, 


She recur'd to no earthly balſams to alleviate her 
pain; to no earthly friends, to relieve her diſtreſs ; 
to no earthly garments, to cover her diſgrace; to 
0 e Judges, to do juſtice to her injured In- 


nocence. The world treated her after it's accuſ- 
tom'd manner of treating others: But by her, who 


Was too wiſe to be one of It's Followers, It was 
baffled, ſcorn'd and trampled-on, in a manner very 
different from what it was ever uſed to be by o- 
thers, Aud how then did the treat it? Juſt as you 


ſhould, Beloved ; and juſt as I would fain perſuade 


25 All to do. It's injuries received with paſſive 
corn, She takes no pains to feturn or even repel 
them : But ſtraitway runs in ſearch of het beloved 
Spoule ; flees anxious to her Gob alone. Th 

uck me, they wounded me, they tack atody my 
cloak.  Adjure . ye, O Day btexs of Jeruſalem, 
if you ſhell find my B: oed, that you tell un 


\ 


theſo ſouls, which, fight- 
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languiſb far love. * The world does ſometimes 
indeed cloath it's adherents : But ſcarcely are they 
cloathed when She ftrips them again. © In a mo- 
ment,“ ſays St. Ambroſe and he ſays truly, © In 
© a moment all theſe earthly things vaniſh away. 
And often is worldly honour fled paſt us before 
** we are well ſenſible of It's ever having beenpre- 
* ſent with us.” Nay the Tyrant, not content 
with {tripping it's followers of the drels, it juſt puts 
on them, for the ſake of inſulting them, It even 
for the moſt part leaves them cruelly wounded. 
The inſtances it affords us of this kind of cruel trea- 
chery are ſo ancient, and yet ſo recent, ſo various, 
and yet ſo frequently alike, that we muft bid defi- 
ance to our ſenſes to be blind to them. O what a 
ſpecious garment is an exalted Poſt! What a rich 
mantle is a wea'thy inheritance ? What a ſplendid 
habit is a conſiderable dower ? What a dazzling at- 
tire is not an eminent title? But ahl what ſpoils, 
what fleecings, what wounds generally enſue? O 
bappy happy ſpoils! thrice happy wounds, if at 
igth they reach but to bring you to G? 
 T know not what calamities the Romans bled un- 
der, in the auſpicious Age of the great St. Gregary, 
which had the efficacy to m them humble 
themſelves before Gop. But fortunate for, them, 
I know, muſt be every misfortune which; could 
bring them to ſo happy a reſolution. And ſo it was: 
Surfeited with continued inſults of a world which 
they had homaged and ſerved in, vain, they 
no other remedy to their inſupportable put 49 — 
all, than to throw themſelves into the arms of 
God for relief, © Hitherto, ſays that Bag 1 805 
** ta them, the world lay'd hold of our fondneſs for 
* it to alienate us from Gop: But now is that 
* {ame world ſo bloated with cruelty, that the ve- 
* ry wounds it has given us tranſmit us to 
„ Gor,” O deareſt Fellow Chriſtians } ;', +. 
If then our own times are, as they certainly are, 
worſe than the worſt of times paſt; why are not 
we, why do not we. labour to be, better than the 
beſt Livers before us? If the world is grown baſer» 


more cruel and more treatherous, than it ever. yet 


was, why do not we, fired with a holy reſentment» 
deſpiſe it, trample it under foot in gur affections, 
and reſolutely turn our backs on it forever, ta ſeck 
with generous, ardour our Sovereign Security, in 


Gon, as others have done? O ſtrange perverſity! 


Unaccountable obſtinacy, thus to live-in a perpet 


al jealouſy of aur ultimate Good ; as if à cruel, 


perfidious Tyrant, like. the world, was more wor- 
thy than He to give the bias to our tenderneſs of 
ſoul! O my all-bounteous God] Is then the man- 


ner, in which thou receiyeſt to thy arms Those 
who ſincerely cling to Thee, ſo very unequrtepus, 
that running to thy embraces ſhould: ſeem tog rage 
a taſk, even when the, enemy is.cloſely prefung on 
_ PF vi 651 His 
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Ah injured Majeſty! To ſee in Many of thy 


creatures, ſuch averſion for Thee and ſo much ſym- 
pathy for the world, who would not imagin, if Thou 


was't not known in all thy works of mercy, that 


thou did'ſt feed thy friends with gall and poiſon 
more bitter and deſtruQive than the moſt bitter cup 
of death, the tyrant world can give? But O how 
different is thy conduct! O how (to uſe the expe- 
rienced prophet's words) * how good is the Gop 
of Iſrael to the upright of heart ! O how ſweetly 
penetrating to the foul are not the endearing terms, 
with which thou inviteſt us to lay aſide our cauſe- 
Teſs baſe miſtruſt of thee ! O Chriſtians ever dear 
to me! Hear, and let your ſouls melt with grate- 
ful tenderneſs in hearing, with what endearments 
our good Gop benignly promiſes to careſs and che- 
riſh all who ſeek him in earneſt : Te ſball 
ſuck; at the breaſts ye ſball be carried; and upon 
be knee ye ſball be ſootb'd. As one whom bis mother 
fondleth, ſo will I camfort you. Have you never 
eyed a tender mother paſſionately affected for her 
new-born infant ? Have you never obſerved with 
"what tranſports of ſoftneſs, ſhe places him on her 
knees, hugs him, careſſes him and liſps to him a 
thouſand foothing, although not underſtood, ex- 

reflions of her love? How does ſhe cheriſh, fon- 
dle, cheriſh and contemplate the dear, the darling 
Object; and when ſhe gives him ſuck, how does 
the preſs him to her breaſt, as if ſhe mean'd to 


Todge him in her heart, or, with her milk, to in- 


Fuſe her very foul into him? Yet is all this but an 
unworthy groſs idea of the careſſes, endearments 
and delights with which Almighty Goodneſs will 

le the ſouls of ſuch, as candidly renounce the 
world for God. O my loved brethren!” O that 
you could but taſte for once the precious conſola- 
tions of a ſoul favour'd by Gop, becauſe enamour- 
ed with Gop! O that F could but give you an 

. idea of that paradife which the juſt enjoy within 

themſelves, even out 'of paradiſe; of thoſe ſweets, 
which, in their Heavenly contemplations, lift them 

above their ſenſes and (in ſome ſenſe) raviſh their 
very bodies out of the fleſh: of that ſacred ardor 
which enflames them to a degree of emulation with 
the angels, and even almoſt to the transforming 
them to ſeraphims in fleſh ; of thoſe bleſſed inun- 


| dation of joy, which drowning them, as it were, 


in an boean of delight, cannot be felt without ex- 
"Ratic ſwoonings ; of thoſe tenderneſſes, in a word, 
and thoſe raptures of fore-taſted blifs, which they 


-of theſe; then you ſhould own, that Gop knows 

iow to keep his word with his elect; and that it 

the world to cleave to Gov. | 

© But what-then detains you, that you may not 

taſte them all? By this time, I hope, the heavy 
Fan Axii. 


is infinitly. to every Chriſtian's intereſt to renounce 


— 


— 
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clouds of inconſideracy, which ſunk your minds 
and buried your very ſenſes in the dead night of 
ſenſuality, are ſomewhat diſperſed. And now I 
fain would flatter my juſt wiſhes with the aſſurance, 
that the thick night of this cruental treacherous- 
world hath pointed out, to your nndeceived under- 

ſtandings, knowledge EE to enable you to force 
your way, through it's intricate gloomy wiles, and: 
reach the purer ætber of Gop's enlightening faith. 
in the ſteady purſuit of chriſtian perfeQion. . Your-- 
ſelves are eye-witneſſes of the miſeries the world. is: 
full of; and ſo exorbitant they are in fact, that'it- 
there be left in you the leaſt ſpark of ſpirit, that 
world muſt remain void of one ſingle bait to altore- 
you to it. For, as St. Auguſtin has faid and much 

more we may ſay, * The world is now ſo maul'd 
« with a variety, of guilty ſcars, that it has loſt the 
« very appearance of Seeiverf. How ſtrangely 

infatuated then with voluntary blindneſs muſt not 
we be, if we ſhould beateborth follow ſuch a 
world? Ah !. what then, after all, can it coſt us; 
what ſhall we riſk.; if we try, at length, whether 


 Gop has not ſomething better to beftow ? Taſte 


then and ſee that the Lord is ſweet. * Truſt not 
to the ſaints who proteſt, that they want both ac- 


cents and. ideas to expreſs the ſweet exceſſes of Di- 


vine Beneficence. which they experience, and which 
are more eaſily felt than utter d. But then, on the 
other ſide, neither give credit to the wicked, who 
baſely figure Gop a niggardly, auſtere, inexorable 
being. No: Truſt not to either: But taſte and ſee; 
and then believe yourſelves. Where will the migh- 
ty miſchief be? The years, the months, the days 
you have to live may be many; may be few; and 
may, for aught you know, be very few. After- 
having. then hitherto conſumed, nay waſted, fo 
many years with and for the world: venture to 
ſpend the reſt which are to come, many or few, 
with Gop and for God. Venture try, if,. 
changing maſters, you may not better your condi- 
tion. Try what are the advantages of living in ſo- 
ciety with Chriſt, within his ſaving fold. Either 
you will find there the ſadneſs, Aud and ſeverities 
which the wicked deſcribe to you; or you will ex- 
perience that joy, that gaiety, that ellas delight 
which the bleſſed promiſe you. If you ſhould 
meet with auſterities; what will you have loſt? # 
You will only have loſt the torturing pleaſures of a 
few years of ſin (which muſt inevitably terminate 


| | in endleſs miſery) to gain an eternity of immenſe 
roth conſume themſelves in and feed upon! O could 


but, 7 Jay, give you one ſhort, one paſſing taſte 


ineffable tranſporting bliſs. And what auſterities 
ought not to ſeem delicious to you, once they be- 


come the means of gaining you eternal wut you 4 
inci- 


when the moſt bitter medicines, the deepe 

ſions, the moſt excruciating cauſtics are welcome, 

as often as they are needful to reſtore that health, 

which, even when re- obtain'd, is ſtill but frail and 
2 ö fugitive? 


5 
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s St. Auguſtin ! If ſo much 


fugitive ? “ Ah, ſay 


t | ; e e tolerable for the ſake of living a little longer; 


% how much more may be endured, to live for 
« ever?” But what if you ſhould (and very ſure 


4 lam, that you would) find in the ſervice of Gop 


all the delights which heart can wiſh? What a 
bleſſed fate would yours be, from a tranſient para- 
diſe here below to be transfer'd to an endlefs para- 
diſe above ? to paſs from a taſte of Gop on earth 


to the full enjoyment of Gop in heaven? O that 
XX this was but rightly underſtood'! O that I could 
but infuſe into your ſouls the true conception of it ! 
But O my dear crucified love! Make theſe great 


= truths be underſtood. Render them intelligible, 


4-6 


nay evident, to all: thou who can'ſt do it. For 


ahl my tongue, the feeble tongue of a poor help- 


improve the fruits of that grace 


leſs ſinner, can no more, without the guidance of 


8 ty goſpe-rays. O Jeſus, Gov of ſplendor | Re- 
Wo call 


then thy enlivening ſmiles to our aſſiſtance. O 


thou bright Gop of day, thyſelf the day and light 
of all who live | Utter a word of inſpiration to thy 
Church, that day of faith which borrows all it's 
rays from thee. Bid her again reſtore us to thy 
goſpel-lights and guide us on towards thee. Say to- 
our ſouls, let there be light, and all within us 
fhall be light. Then ſhall the night of this dark 
dangerous world point out freſb knowledge to our, 
as yet, benighted minds: Then ſhall we plainly ſee 
what bleſſings we renounced in quitting thee to- 
ſerve a tyrant world: Then ſhall we find what mi- 
ſeries we may eſcape by leaving that for thee 7 
Then, in a word, made ſenſible that all our ſafety, 
all our happineſs, is center'd in thee, and no where- 
but in thee, we ſhall (I truſt) be wiſe enough to 
ſeek thee and bleſt enough to find thee. O grant: 
it, Gop of Mercy, in thy unwearied bounty, we: 
beſeech-thee.. In the Name, &c.. 


K 
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And Jeſus proceeded in wiſdom, and age, and grace 
with GoD and men. | 


1 N your Bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, beloved, you are to 
conſider under one individual perſon two diſtinct 
natures, infinitly different from each other, his di- 
vine eſſence, and his human ſubſtance. As Gop; 
he was uncreated; eternal, infinit and unchangea- 


5 1 ble ; and therefore- could fuffer- no encreaſe or ad- 


dition of wiſdom, grace, or any other of his bound- 
leſs perfeQtions: But as man; he was a creature, 
uced im time, of a limited ſubſtance ; and; tho?, 


in virtue of his hypoſtatical union, incapable of 


any diminution of grace, yet he could and did 
to an infinit de- 
gree. It is then in this laſt ſenſe that the holy E- 
vangeliſt ſays, the Divine Youth Insu proceeded 
in wiſdom, and age, and grave with GOD and 
men. Whence we may conſequently infer, that 
this - great Maſter of ieligious liuſbeg let no one 


inſtant of his ſacredilife: paſs, which he did not ſig · 
nalige with ſome illuſtrious improvements of the 
elevated wiſdom - and a iat grace which ani- 


mated him. Ah Chriſtians4 M hat claim can you 


lay then to the title of imitators and diſciples ot this 


great Maſter, without ſeriouſly ſtudying to improve 
very minute of your. lies to the-. glory of Gon 
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and your own adyancement in his Grace? It is true, 
you are infinitly wide of having either the degree 
of wiſdom, or the fulneſs of grace, which he was 
enrich'd with, from his very conception: But 
that no way excuſes you from copying aſter him in 
the improvement of what you have of both. And 
And Chriſt offers, to you all, a portion of both, a 
pr of wiſdom and a portion of grace amply” 
efficient to render you capable of imitating him in 
all his actions, nay of imitating, in ſome degree, 
the perfections of his Divine Father. For other- 
wiſe, it muſt be a't in him to command Pur. 
as he does, to be prrſect, not only as he himſelf is, 
but even as your beavenly Father is perſet. 
It is the avowꝰq part of a tyrant to command im- 
poſſibilities. And one impoſſibility is the following 
Chriſt without the help of the grace of Chriſt; No- 
one can come to me fays the Lord, unleſ1-the Fa- 
they drato bim = Afd 0 one ſo much as knows * 
the Father, but the Son und be to wubem the Sor” 
afet ie reveul bin + Whence it appears evi- 
dently, that . we! cannot comply- with” any injunc-- 
tions of Chriſt, without his · ſupplying us firſt with 
wiſdom and grace ſufficient te enable us to fulfill 
them. And conſequently, as we-cannot, without 
blaſphemous impiety, accuſe or ſuſpect him of 25 
ranny, it is ſuſhicient, that he commands us, for- 
nee ee e 
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us to know that we are enabled to fulfill what he lt is a cammon miſtake of the major part of men 
commands...» Enough! is it then, that we are m- to meaſure the length of their life, from their en- 
manded by Chriſt to copy after the perfection of trance into the world, to the time of their going 


out of it. And it is to this capital error, that tha 
great St. Gregory imputes the perꝗition of the 
Wicked. Therefore is it, ſays this venerable 
Father, that the reprobate part of the world run 
© on in the purſuit of Evil; becauſe the: voinlg 
imagine themſelves to live longer than they real- 
« ly do: While the Jul happily ſteer wide of the 
„pride and luſts af Evil, by conſidering the real 


his eternal Father, to render us inexcuſable if we 

do not endeavour at it. Enough is it, that he has 

ſet us an example of the perfechon he enjoins to 

lay us under an indiſpenſable obligation of follow 

5 his example : For to this end, ſays Chriſt, have 
1 


I fet you an example, ibat, as 1 hawe dane, ſo you 
alſo. may da. We are cold expreſoly, that our Di- 
ö vine Lord began his muon by firſt doing and then 


teaching. And we need only read the whole c- 
count of his bleſſed Life to that he ſets us no 
one leſſon which he did not firſt practice himſelf. 
And why this bat to convince you, that his in- 
junctions are not itaprncticable. And none ſurely 


more practicable than the leſſon which is this day 


ſet you of improving every minute af your time, 
in waxing ſtrong in the goſpel-wiſdom and hea- 
wenly grace which Chriſt affords you. But, per- 


haps, the bare conſideration. of it's being practica- 


ble will not be ſufficient to induce all of you to 
comply with this important duty: And therefore ! 


hall engeavour to enfor the practice of it, 


I. By ſetting bef | 
lite in it's zrue ligbt; ; 


II. By ſhewing you how much your etern Na- k 
fred ie depends upon making good uſe of eve- 


ry ſingle minute of it : and, 
HJ. By laying down ſome eafy rules for imaprov- 
ing the whole of it to your infinit advantage. 


Duine Diſpoſer of our lives and actiens, by 
* whom:/all time and even eternity is meaſured | 
ive us the grace ſo to improve each precious 
jnſtant fill to come, that, wich thy beloved 


4 elect, fulfilling much time in a little ſpace, we 


„ may redeem the years we have hitherto ſpent in 
« vain, and purchaſe an eternity of bliſs.” 


I. e beautifal obſeruation of Seace, that 
Mankind gre-in general maze concesn'd about li- 


4 
4 ving long than ling, well; whereas a, good life 


before-you the ſhortneſs of human 


p : 


E, ſhortneſs of life.” True indeed it is that the glory 
<« of the Wicked is often ſpun out to a conſider- 
ce able number of years, is therefore by the in- 


« judicious conſider'd as laſting and falid. . But the 


« ſuddenneſs of that period, which finally con- 


«, cludes it, too plainly. diſcovers that What is fo 


cc tranſient can be but triſſing. And what can 
we attribute this graſs illuſion to, but to that gene- 
ral falſe notion of things, which hurries us into 
confuſion, makes us huddle the moſt diſtant ideas, 
and miſtake one thing for another ? Hence is it that 
we confound breath with life, and take every up- 
right animal for a rational creature. 

Breathing and Living are two diſtin Powers; 
and tho? in a mortal ſtate they are mutually depend- 
ent on each-other, yet are they abſolutely of differ- 
ent vatures: Otherwiſe they would be eſſentially 
inſeparable. Whereas that they are not inſepa- 
rable, the angels are a proof: Who are living crea- 
tures without the act of breathing. Breathing is 
an eſſential faculty of the animal part of man; and 
therefore, whilg the ſoul is confned to it's anim:1 
fleſh, it muſt ſupply that fleſh with the power of 
breathing. ' But the natural act of the foul is pure 


le; and therefore, in à ſtate of ſeparation. from * 


the bady, it is ſill, perfectly living without the al- 
ſiſtance of breath; | Life then and breath are nct 
the Game thing. Not all then Who look like men, 
move like men, and breathe; like men, are there- 
tore lying mes; waleſs they hve, as Well as breathe 
he men. Far, 18 What conſiſts the life of man? 
— e purſuit. of eaſe and o — 5 — 
„ {ay Hoc wes ha ga, Aives not a5 a 
* Man whoſe\ foul:exiſts but. to regale his carcofs. 
Eat amd dein yea muſl, to hve ; but it is beneath 
a Man tu bye, barely to eat and dzink.“ The 
life of Man is h ſtud V and adhere to Truth; to 
love and low; : They, Who livethus, live 
Men indeed. z bet They who live otherwiſe are 
only breathing Men: or living Brutes: No matter 
which, the difference is not much. ; 1 
_ This is a neceſfary; diſtinction to be made; and 
it is far want of; thai that men are fo often and ſo 
groſly miſtakon ini e calculation of their age. A 
miſtake: ſo glaringly obvious, that nothing, but 


ally as laſting as we generally compute it? And their voluntary blindneſs, can make it eſcape thei! 
yel, for little we reflect, We ſhall And ourſelves obſervation. | No creature, of whatever ſpecies 4b 
xtremely out in our calculation. | | bd, 
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be, can properly be deem' d a living creature of that 
1 ſpecies, any longer than while it acts in the capacity 
=: 1 liar to it's determin'd nature. A Bee, onde it 
= with it's ſting and defiſts from acting in the 
RE labours of the hive, is no more regarded as à living 
Bee, but is caſt out and reckon d with the genera- 
tion of drones. So a Man who renounces his Rea- 
bon, or a&s not conformably to it, can no longer 
with any iety be call'd a rational creature; 
hace, 71h the ounfide nppearance of 'a living 
Man, he is without the reality. No Man lives a 
Man but in virtue of thoſe rational faculties by 
X which he diftinguiſhes himſelf from, and raiſes 
"RE himſelf above, the Brutes.. To know then the 
length of every man's life as a man, we are only 
RT reckon the time he has employ'd in the diſtinctive 
| functions of à rational Being. If then we follow 
cis rational method of reckoning ; ah Chriſtians ! 
"XX how ſhort, how very ſhort will not the life of moſt 
men appear? And how much ſhall we not be all o- 
"RE bliged to cut off from our uſual calculation of age? 
Rwoſs a man to have been born ſeventy years 
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. . And this upon a fair average muſt be own'd 
JR — full length Tae general date of man. For 
"RE the days of our years, David tells us, in themſelves 

ere but ſeventy years. And if, in the Strong, they 
re tengthen'd to eighty years; yet that overplus- 
| and the more of them is labour and forreow. Novy 
to meaſure ho long ſuch a perſon has lived, he 
muſt begin by cutting off all the time he has been 
only in a ſtate of breathing. The firſt ſeven years 
of his childhood then muſt be ſtrack off im eourſe: 
For they are generally ſpent in à total inaction of 
the rational faculties: Or at beſt, in 2 laborious 
fearch after the uſe of them. And as the next ſeven, 
at leaft, are conſumed in barely learning hom to im- 
prove thoſe faculties, they cannot well be enter\d. 
in the accoum of rational life ; whick/s-the/life of 
a.creature | aQtualty u cmTiy by the fuperiori 

0 


he aſſerts over Brutes.. 


re- | this again we muſt » 
the at ſeaſt, one third of his whole duration, buried in 
in? A fkep. And if we ſhould farther add to this alt the 
2 hours conſumed in eating, drinking, neceſſary diſ- 
5A ſipation, and requiſit employments for the bare [i 
ofs, port of human nature, actions which however in- 
ath difpenſabte do not in themſelvey diſtinguiſh him 
*he from the common bend of benſts ? it will demon- 
to ftrably appear, that, to ſpeak within compaſs, full 
ive three parts out of ſwur of his whole age muſt be 
are blotted out of the: reckoning of bis life us à Man. 
ter You . fee, Chriſtians, I have taken no notice of 
fickneſa, frenſies, fits or any other of thoſe fte nent 
and caſualties which rob a man of his reaſon and fen- - 
160 ſes, and many times almoſt of breath. What them if 
A I ſhould throw even theſe into the bullance: What 
but 3t moald go on and diſcount afl the time whichthis 
geit man of Seventy, has ſpent in idleneſs and actions 
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uabecoming the dignity ..ot only cf a Chriſtian, Lut.. 


oF 
even of, à rational creature; ah my friends f how” 


little, how very little, ſhall we find left even of 
that fuppoſed Fourth Part of his duration, in which 
he may truly be faid to have lived the real life of a 
man | If then the life of the moſt laſting among us 
appears to be fo very ſhort in reality; what ſhall 

we ſay of thoſe who are out off long before they 
reach the venerable ſtage of Senjority ? How- long 
can they be deer d to have exiſted as living rational 
' creatures, who are hurried away in the prime of 

their years? May they not all out. with the 
Wiſe Man, Our time is like the paſſing of a ſbadow i 


II. And yet, Beloved, however ſhort à ſpace a" 
man exiſts, if he lives like a man during the time 
he does exiſt, he has reach'd all the honours of 
Old Age. He may truly be faid to have lived long, 
who- has hoarded up the little time be had, to 
live well. If your days be filled up with Virtue and 
ä are old enough. But without theſe, 
tho* you ſhould breathe on to the age of a Metbu- 
ſalem, you cannot be ſaid to have lived a mi- 
nute: At leaſt . if you chuſe to call it li ſe, it is ſuch 
a life as your domeſtic brutes, your cat, your ſpa- 
nie}, y our parrot enjoy in common with you. 
* For that man lives in vain, . ſayr the great Se. 
% Auguſtin, who lives not chiefly to acquire the 
merit by which he may live to eternity.” How 
neceſſary then muſt it not be, Chriſtians, ts hoard 
up all the minutes which this ſhort life allo ws you” 
towards acquiring that merit? f 
I you reflect but on the reaſon for which the 
Almighty has placed you in this life and aflotted 
you à oertain duration omearth; you will eafily be 
convinced that your ſalvation depends upon doing 
this. Why then has this gracious Lord : 
you time? Ig it-think yu that you may riot in fin, 
or live to oſſend him? No, ſays Eccrtsrastrcos, 
be hath commanded no man to ds impioufly, be bath” 
| given fo man tbe leifure 50 fn Was it them that © 
you might run through a-number of years in idle- - 


. neſs and loth? No, mo, ſays Jos, f Man ig born” © 


to labour as abird is to flying; Bon has ſent you” 


all as ſa many labourers into his vineyard; and has 


agreed with you for your tine. Y our reward is _ 
leſs than an eternity of happineſs,» if yon employ - 
that time in fulſilling his bleſſed will: And no lefs - 
than an eternity of miſery, if you. ſquander it away: 
Go, ſays the Lerd, and obus is jn i wil repay” 
Jeu. 1 How preciouſly then ought v0 ht to rate 
that time, on the good wt dr abu of which de- 


pends a whole eternity: An eternity of. happineſs 


or an eternity of eatery! 


Another confideration,, Chriſtians, w Kc nt 
to make you the more fearful uf benting one fiaglie 


minute of # paſs unimproved, is, tu there s 0 


poſſibiluy - of recalling it. No, ſays the Holy” 
17, un oon 14 ** Ohoſt v5 
Chap xv + Chap u. Fab. . 


| 
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Ghoſt; * When the Spirit it gone forth, it ſball 
not return. © There is no price can redeem even 
the ſhorteſt ſpace of time- Which of you all 
would let flip a favourable minute of acquiring a 
conſiderable title, an eftate, or the good graces of 
Four earthly ſovereign? And what are all theſe to 
the eternal felicity of Heaven, the ineſtimable fa- 
vour of your Almighty Sovereign, which each 
preſent inſtant of your lives affords you the oppor- 
unity of acquiring? Muſt you not then be loſt to 
all ſenſe of your own happineſs, if you cannot re- 
ſolve to Jay hold of that favourable minute? Can 
there be any ſafety for you in neglecting the certain 
now, for the uncertain future? The next minute 
you are never dure of reaching, and the preſent 
once gone is for ever irrevocable. * There is no 

4 price then can redeem the leaſt ſpace of time.“ 
Time can be conſider'd but in three lights, paſt, 
Preſent and to come. That which is to come, is 
not in our poſſeſſion, and may poſſibly never be ſo: 
That which is, paſt is no more in our poſſe ſſion: 
The 3 is that, which ſeems moſt in our pow- 
er. Let is it flipping from us While we think our- 
-ſelves to hold it the faſteſt. Still,. ſlippery as it 
is, if we manage it but rightly ; it is worth to us 
nothing leſs than an eternity. Say, O ye happy 
Fouls above, how came you by the glory Which you 
mow enjoy, but by the diligence with which you 
hoarded up each preſent minute of your precious 
lives? Too well you knew the folly of relying on 
the uncertain future to truſt your glory to ſuch airy 
hopes. Alas unhappy wrejches whom methinks J 
' tee weeping in hell, and forturing yourſelves with 
. *Fruitleſs rage! Had you but known the worth of 
time while yet on earth, as now you know it when 
100 late; what endleſs fufferings, what ages of de- 
Apair and „ 100th might you — would you not, 
have ſpared yourſelves! Ah it was the abuſe, the 
Joſs of time which hurl'd you all to your irreparable 
woe. Ah! could you now recall one ſingle inſtant 
of it back; how, how eagerly would you improve 
it! What example would you not ſet to ſloth- 
ful Chriſtians here, of the Induſtry, with which 
they ought to embrace and cultivate their preſent 
moments]! But ah l it is now too late to' wiſh; and 
"You by ſad experience know, that * there is no 

#< price which can redeem one minute loſt.” ? 
Tell me then, Chriſtians, You'who are ſo ex- 
pert in Traffic, fo well verſed in ſeaſons for enereaſ- 
ang your effects, and ſo induſtrious to improve-each 
trivial incident to worldly lucre : How comes it that 
vou are all ſo backward in improving the precious 
minutes given you to traffic an Eternity? Oh what 
a madneſs, for men, who can trade ſo wiſely for the 
world, to be ſo much to ſeek in trafficking for Hea- 


ven; to trifle away, in idleneſs and abſence, a jewel 
which yields no Jeſs a profit, well employ'd, than 
a eternity of Bliſs! Ah Lord! How fag! 

* Wild. xv. 
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it, that the children of darkneſs are wiſer in their 
generation than the children of light? * "= 
Come then, beloved, You who are children ß 
the light, you to whom Gop has been ſo laviſh of mr 
his grace: Learn wiſdom from the children of the 
world. Be you as eager to improve your time, like 
men and Chriſtians, to eternal gain, as they are, to 
improve it to their earthly lucre, Do as your ce- 
leſtial Father bids you: Negotiate till He come. 
Hoard up each preſent minute, as your Saviour did, 
to grow in grace and wiſdom as you advance in age. 
Conſider each inſtant a3 your laſt, improve it as 
top would your laſt. For aught you know, it may 
be ſuch; and this you are ſure, that, when it is 
paſt, it cannot be recall'd. Loat therefore bretbren, 
as St. Paul adviſes you, that you walk warily, not 
as unwiſe; but as wiſe, redeeming Time, But 
how, you'll ſay, can we redeem the time already ' 
paſt, ſince “ there is no price which can rede m 
* the leaſt ſpace of time.” This remains ſtill in- 
cumbent on me to point-out. ; 
III. There is then, Chriſtians, ſtill a way, and 8 *! 
only one, by which you may redeem the — r 
time you have loſt as yet. You are not yet, thank | 
God, in the unhapy ſtate of thoſe loſt ſouls whoſe 
miſery is irreparable. Nor will it ever be your fate, 8 
I truſt im Gop's untired mercy. The oldeſt of 2 
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ou all have this one minute to embrace Salvation; H 
in. And this alone, employ'd in acts of love, re- py 
pentance, hope and fear, may make up all your . 
paſt neglects. To redeem, by living over again, 44 
one ſingle inſtant paſt, is quite impoſſible. But to re 4 
deem them by atonement, by future double aſſiduit 4 
in the improvement of each preſent minute Heaven a 
ſhall benceforth grant you, is ſtill at your pwn of- 2 
tion, ſtill in your power. You then, O Chriſtians, me 
who are young or but in the prime of life, remember, 
that your infancy and childhood, your firſt and ſc- pr 
— were chiefly ſpent in breathing rather Jig 
than in living: Redeem that time then by your 4% 
future fervency in improving every minute to gain 7% 
eternity. Depend» not on the next ſucceeding mo- « | 
ment. Young/as you are, you are ſure of being « | 
call'd-away when you ſhall leaſt expect it 3 and hov « , 
ſoon. you know not: Perhaps before the uncertain 40 , 
inſtant you propoſe to truſt: to. | And you, dear 40 f 
| brethren, whom age or ſickneſs warns to be in « \ 
' conſtant readineſs ; embrace each preſent inſtant to «© 
repair the paſt neglect of many years, by a degree 4 

of fervor in your chriſtian duty proportion'd to the rene 
length of time you have loſt. You; of all, have wer 
the leaſt room for dallying with time. — * 

inſtant you can ſcarce depend on: Much then to ( 
on the next, Remember all, that there muſt. come ſinc 


a period oben Time ſball be no more, a night # 
ur Saviour tells you, * when no Man can work. 
While then you have time, do good; fill it up with 


* St 7 bu ix. 


* St. Lale xvi. 
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ö by proceeding, through his merit and aſſiſtance, in 


© 
4 


actions worthy of rational creatures and worthy of 
Chriſtians. Copy in a word after your Divine Lord, 


:/dom, Age and Grace, with Gop and Men. 
ow to come at this perfect imitation of him, 
what have you more to do than, keeping in con- 


tſtant view the ſeveral duties of your reſpective ſta- 


| tions, to labour with unwearied aſſiduity to fulfill 


4 tem, by a diſcreet and well-fill'd regulation of 


your years and months and days and hours? In this 


great family of human nature there are variors 


; | 3 | ſtates, and different employs; and all demand a dif- 


ferent management of time; different indeed in 


- point-of diſtribution of the day, but ſtill the ſame 


o >" 
* 
. 


the 


with relation to the End. 
The Sovereign End to which the Time of 


| | Chriſtian, muſt be directed, in order to be uſeful is 
= Gov's eternal glory, the general good of all man- 
Kind, as far as each man's ſtation will extend, and 


the improvement of his own ſpiritual good, in the 
firſt place; and ſecondly, as far as it conſiſts with 
— even of his temporal ſafety and hap- 


pineſs. Now the firſt Means of directing our time 
to theſe united ends, is to begin each year, each 


"= 


month, each week, and every ſingle day, with a 


general oblation of the Whole of it to Gov. To 


L 54 do which will neither require labour nor expence. 


nos cheaply, how eaſily may not we ſay to God, 
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at the commencement of the year; To thee, 
« my God, I offer every minute of the enſuing 
« year. To thy honour, do I purpoſe to — 4.2 
each inſtant given me, in all the Works of Juſ- 


=_ < tice, Mercy, Piety and Chriſtian Induſtry con- 


< ſiſtent with my ſtation, and with the opportu- 
nities which thou ſhalt graciouſly afford me. O grant 
me many, and add. thy efficacious grace to enable 


0 me to lay hold on them. But ah! above all, pe:- 


mit me not ungrate fully to ſquander, much leſs to 
abuſe, one ſingle. moment with inful, Ats to thy 
diſhonout, „nor to the detriment of myſelf or 
** neighbour, At leaſt, my God, here at thy feet 
I ſolemnly proteſt TE conſenting to any ſuch 
ungrateful uſe of the time thou ſhalt allow me: 
Diſclaiming, from my heart, every future act 
or thought of mine, contrary to this, which my 
unruly paſſions, may hurry me into, when off my 
guard. For whether acting, talking, thinking; 
whether awake or buried in the, profqundeſt 
lleep, to thee I dedicate my time, and every pre- 
cious minute of it.” How cheaply may we not 
renew this ac, at the beginning of each month, and 
week, and day, and even every hour: | 


La) 
A 


* 
* 


But then, that this a& of ours may be acceptable 


to God, ve mult give him practical proofs of oy 

ſincerity. And how ſhall we do this but. Y walk- 
ing, every one, worthy of. the vacation we have re- 
ceived from Gop, as t. Faul ... direct, and ſeeing, 


abel. ir. 
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that all things, which we do, be done according ts 
order. + The next means then we ought'to make 
uſe of is, firſt to weigh the duties of our particular 
ſtation, and then to regulate our hours in ſuch a 
manner as that every duty may have it's due time. 
Without this, let us mean ever fo well, we ſhall 
often act wrong: And let us be ever ſo buſy, we 
ſhall be doing nothing, or doing nothing to the 
purpoſe. If we do not plan- out our time into 

per diſtributions adapted to the regular ſubordina- 
tion of duties peculiar to our ſeveral ſtations; it is 
abſolutely impoſſible but we muſt omit many obli- 
gations be want of time to comply with them; 


while, on the other hand, we ſhall have an intol- 


erable load of time hanging heavy on our hands, 
which we cannot fill-up with any uſeful or lauda- 
ble employment, O! What an immenſe deal of 
precious time is loſt for want of a little oeconomy 
in the laying it out? O! What an immenſe deal 
of precious time is miſerably miſuſed for want of 
each man's conſidering the peculiar duties of his 
ſtation? | 

The world, with regard to the uſe which is 
made of time, may be divided into three claſſes of 
Perſons, the wicked induſtrious, the laborious loi- 
terers, and the 4mpertinently buſy. O what un- 
told multitudes are there not of ſlaves to ambition, 
avarice, luſt, gluttony, fraud and rapin, amongſt 

Chriſtians, from the prince to the peaſant | And O 
how induſtrious they are in every |. wickedneſs ! 
How earlily ſhall they riſe,” how late ſhall. they 
retire to bed! How little-and-how broken their 
ſlumbers, when they do fleep, though never en- 
joying a minute's reſt - when awake, for. the in- 
ceſſant anxiety with which they improve every 
inſtant to the forwarding their vicious purſuits ! 
What hour, or almoſt what; moment do they let 
flip unfill'd with ſome wicked action; with ſome 
ſinful expreſſion, ſome. lie, ſome oath, ſome per- 
jury, imprecation or blaſphemy; or at leaſt with 
ſome: vicious thought or purpoſe? What one, J ks 
* 


do they thus let ſlip, which they do not am 
make-up 


with the regret of many ſucceeding ones? 
O! were the children of light but half as wiſe in 


their generation, in hoarding up their precious mi- 
nutes to gain an eternity of bliſs, as theſe ſons of 


darkneſs are to lay out each ſingle inſtant in the pur- 


chaſe of eternal miſery; what a deal of repentance 
1 not ſave themſelv es?: 


ut, alas, the misfortune is, that many of theſe, 
who would tremble at the thought of ſpending one 


_ ſingle minute in evil actions, / tremble not to ſquan- 
der whole days and months and years in a 
| Lileneſs: Forgetful, that Idleneſs is che parent and 
tutor of every evil practice. Vet can it not be ſaid 


lute 


that they take no pains; None more laborious. But 
ah! What are all their pains laid-out in? In doing 


5 / £2) nothing. 


” 17 * 


viſits; in balls and 


was ſuch need of it. Perhaps 


38 On the Firſt SUNDAY after the EPIPHANY, 
come the faſhionable diſtribution of almoſt every 


nothing.-- How does-this artift night and day fatigue 


- himſetf>\'To fee him toil, and ſweat, and work, and 


ſwent, and toil again, would make one almolt ſweat 
with ſympathiz ing pity. for him, but that his labours 
ſeem to promiſe a ſpcedy erop of laſting plenty, 


eaſe and pleaſure. But, alas, all the gay illuſive 


proſpect vaniſhes with loboking-on. In vain he la- 
\bours and turmoils for bread: The more he toils 
the leſs he gains. In vain he robs his eyes of ſleep : 
His want encreaſes with his labour. And can he 
wonder at it ? Need we. demand the reaſon why ? 


Can we be firingers to a cauſe ſo general? The 


poor miſtaken creature is labouring tor the world 
und not for Gop: Is toiling by himſelf and not 


with Gop: Depends, in a word, more on his own 
- endeavours than on his Maker's bleſſing. 'There- 
{Fore is it, that he cannot ſpare, from his labours, 


one heur on a holy-day, to obey the Church and 


pay his tribute ot public homage to the Almighty, 


therefore is it, in ſhort, that he cannot afford his 
Sovereign one minute in a morning, to ſanctify his 
labours of the day to him; no nor one thought 
throughout the day to call down from. Heaven a 
bleſſin on his teils. Ak] what 4hen is fuch a one 
but à laborious loiterer? And what innumerable 
numbers have we not of ſuch — loiterers! 
What too are your giddy, foft, e#eminate 
men, whoſe — pry engroſs d by drels, and 
port, and idle perambulations round the town, if 
not in gaming, drinking, and every dangerous ta- 


tiguing party of diverſion; where, if they are not 


adding evily they are, at beſt, but doing nothing. 
- Wh are U F fay,. but ſo: many laborious loi- 
terers of time? What are our gay /young women, 
whoſe chief anxiety is, not to fall up, but to eva- 
cuate time? How eagerly do they ſtudy, plot, conſult 
and lay their heads together, whole weeks before- 
hand, to maſſacre the hours of ſeven days in ſuch 
- miſerable trifles, as, but for the miſchief they are 


\ dig with, would be beneath the dignity of chriſtian 


preachers to take notice of? What tedious pain- 
ful hours ate ſpent in dreſs, what days are mur- 


der'd in rifling tradeſmens ſhops, for riffling's ſake ; 


in viewing ſilks, in ſorting china, in buying gew- 
gaws z in idle walks, unfruitful chat, unſeaſonable 
ays and maſquerades and other 
diſſipations? O what laborious loitering! And. yet 
what are our coffee-houſes, taverns, public walks 
and public places fill'd with, but with ſuch la- 
borious ſoiterers? - 


But till you'll ſay, perhaps, Theſe are egre- 


* gious trifles to entertain a Chriſtian Audience 
„with. When did ſuch' i tinences-ever make 
the matter of -a-Sermon before? - believe 
Never; Chriſtians: Perhaps, till now, there never 
ot it. "aps ſuch impert 
never ſtared a Chriſtian Preacher in the Face, fo 


much as they do at preſent, when they are be- 


1955 ring 
ertinences c 


Chriſtian's time. Or, if they did perhaps, the 


Preacher's tenderneſs might make him bluſh to A j 
fully N 8 


that time, which very heathens were ſo jealous of. 


reproach ' Chriffians with ſhame 


And to hear an unenlighten'd Seneca ſaying to 
his diſciples, © A great part of life is paſt, and 
all which is behind is in the hand of Death ; 
Act therefore ſo, as that, by improving each pre- 


© fent day, you may have the leſs dependence on 
the morrow,” who can forbear bluſhing to ſee 


Chriſtians trifle away time, as if their life was never 
to end? But many of you, it is plain, are not ſen- 
ſible enough of your folly to bluſh at ſuch trifling, 
why then ſhall your teachers bluſh to expoſe it to 
you? If ſuch laborious loitering be beneath the dig- 


nity of a Preacher to reprove; ahl why is it not be- 
neath the dignity of a Chriſtian to practice A Shall you 
be triſling with deſtruction and we look-on, l in Si- 
lence ? Is it then an inſignificant trifle to loiter away 


fo much invaluable time, which your Almighty all 


- gracious Maker 8 to repent and do penance 


in, to appeaſe the Divine Anger, to aſpire to 


the regaming of your loſt inheritance, to ac. 


quire Grace and Virtue, to conquer your natural 
activeneſs in evil and langor in good, to preſs for- 
ward towards the ſociety of Angels and to win the 
bleſſed prize of unterminable Glory? Is it a trifle 
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to live a laboriouſly idle life, which, as St. Bernard 


juſtly remarks, Is mother and nurſe of every gid- | 


0 action, precipitates the moſt fortified into 
. vice, ſuffocates the moſt experienced virtue, and 
* paves the ready way to Hell!” Is it a trifle not 


worth notice, to lojter away the precious minutes 
given you toward, purchaſing an eternity of bliſs, in 
the ſenſeleſs purſuit of temporal tranſient ſweets; in 
-which, according to St. Auguſtin, * There is no- 
thing but labour, [perpetual fear, and dangerous BY 


* enjoyment ; unaccompanied by providence from 
© the very beginning, and in the end attended witn 
© repentance? O wretched, - wretched, wretched 


trifles, if ſuch laborious loiterings may paſs for | 


trifles! Ah! where, O rich, are your fruits of the 
fatiguing, wanton, tafteleſs, ſenſeleſs, di ſſipating la- 
bours you engage in, to murder time with, in the 
purſuit of fleeing pleaſure? What one advantage 3 
there gain'd towards an Eternity of happineſs? 


W bat is the product of all your inceſſant tolls, O 
- Men of '1abopr; but dg ppe ed 0 


| | | ent without one 
fender help to everlaſting Blifs ?' And you, O Spi- 
ritualiſts, who often waſte the flower of your days, 
| jo kneeling: when you ought to work, in courting 
: n praiſes more than wept bleflings, in con- 

every ching but your pride and paſſions, in 


practiſing every part af piety but that of giving up 
our. hearts to Got Keren wholly to his 
glory all your actions: Tell me, what advances do 

you make towards Heaven? Ah] what are . 
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wen, but egregiods triflers, laborious loiterers ; the 
(o of all whoſe toils is infinitly worſe than nothing 7 
— A 8 Ah how like is your cafe to that of thoſe fooliſh, 
f 2 heart, who, as David fays, * ſtept their ſleep of 


b iqpation, and worldly ſollicitude, graſping at 
"ex . oe . oy, or falſe — riches, but, alas, 
h; ohen they awaked they found nothing in their 
re- bande? 
on = < But! What then are ſo many men, forever 
ſee „ buſied, ſome in affairs of ſtate, ſome, in the la- 
ver © bours of the bar, ſome in divinity, ſome in phy- 
n- 6 fic, and ſome in the neceſſary ay of domeſtic 
ng, “ good? Are all theſe but laborious loiterers? Are 

to „ all theſe toiling to a fruitleſs idle purpoſe? No: 
ig- 5 Heavens forbid ! If they are acting, each, accord- 
be. ing to good order; if, in rea mar; with their pe- 
-0u = ur. boy ations, they are regularly a ing with ſubor- 
Si. dination to the dictates of Gop, of his Church, and 
ay, of their own conſciences, they are true labourers in 

/\ XF& Gov's Vineyard and ſhall bring forth in good time, 


plenty of fruits worth labouring for. But ah! how 
many among theſe are acting out of character; 
anxious and active in every one's vocation but their 
own: In ſhort, extremely buſy; but impertinently 
XX ſo? How buſy is this prieſt in making matches, ma- 
naging a law-ſuit, trafficking on change, or tranſaQ- 
ing this or that other family's affairs; how affidu- 
ous at painting, fiddling, cards, or politics or 
X plough ? An excellent encomium This (if all his 
= induf be refer'd to Gop) for a Proctor, a Law- 
yer, « Merchant, a Steward, an Artiſt, a politician 
or a farmer. But when a Prieft, calPd to preach, 
to catechize, to inſtruct, to pray, to edify, and to be 
the father of the family or flock he has in charge, 
buſies himſelf in ſuch, or any other, ſecular concerns 
which may obſtruct the buſineſs of his holy Cal- 
ling; is he nat acting ſhamefully out of character? 
And what then can he be but an impertinent buſy 
one? * An Eccleſiaſtie, ſays St. 'Ferome, buſied in 


ar « traffic, or ſelling to ſome the intereſt be has with 
& | «© others, or managing the income of 'Widbws is 
he more a tradeſman than a clergyman.” And this 
A the Holy Father looks upon as ſuch a dangerous ab- 
"A ſurdity, that he bids us, ſhun a trading or intrigu- 
g Prieſt as we would a ſpreading peſt.“ In 
(> WE reality of all the abſurdities, Which are capable of 


inverting all, order in human fociety, the Two 
greateſt" are----A Prieſt neglectigg l uncti- 
on to buſy himſelf in the management of ſeculat af. 
fairs, whether of the ſtate or ot a private family: 
And a layman, whether Prince or peaſant, boldly 


. 
-——_— 


— intruding bimfelf imo the Holy of Hofies, preſidin 
in in the Sanctuary and giving ſaws to his paſtbrs. 
wp monſtrous birth will never fail to mgck the fenſes. 
his A human creature Witti a Horns head, or a lion with 


a man's would give us horror. Ahd thi 
* Pſalm Ixxxvii. 


«4 ore ore ee IS 


Being within the OCTAVE - : 


4 \ E cam of all whoſe labours is, doing nothing; the fruit 


ſhock our underſtandings, to ſee the more unnatu- 
ral inverſion of decency and order in rational focie- 
ty, and ſtil} much more in religious oeconomy ? To 


me, a fighting Prieſt, a Soldier playing the Divine, 


a Lawyer preſcribing phyfic, a Phyſician preſcribin 

politics, 'and a tradeſman 4h the Thriſtian 
induſtry neceſſary towards the fupport of his fami- 
ly, to loiter all his time in Church; or the miſta- 
ken matron, who, without rule or order, gives her- 
ſelf up to every good work but that of her domeſtic 
duty, are ſights more ſhocking than all the mon- 
ſtrous births, which frighted or inverted nature can 
produce; And ſo they muſt: be to every 2 
chriſtian. However buſy they may be, their buſi- 
neſs is foreign to their calling; and therefore all im- 
pertinence. Gop 1s the Gop of order and not of 
confuſion: He created the world, in weight and 
number and meaſure: * And will not be pleaſed with 
any actions of ours which break through the order- 
ly diſpoſition of his providence. | Therefore is it, 
(to uſe the words of the ſacred ſpouſe in the Canti- 
cles +) that be hath arder'd in us Charity itſelf: And 
therefore is it, that $f. Paul exhorts us to obſerve a 
ſtrict decorym and prudent regulation inour actions. 
Let all thiigs be done, ſays he, arcording to order.t 
Without this, let us be ever-ſo intenſely applied, 
ever ſo inceflantly employ'd; we are at beſt but im- 
pertipent buſy-ones, taken up with every thing but 
what alone concerns us. And O what a wretched 
of time muſt not fuch buſy impertinence be 
attended-with ? How is it poſſible, thus acting, to 
imitate our heavenly Maſter by proceeding in W3/- 
dom, Age, and Grace with GOD ind Hen And if 
we do not proceed in wiſdom ; we muſt preci- 
pitate into folly: If we do not improve the of 
God; we muſt loſe ground in his love, and in the 
juſt eſteem of all men: And, the longer we ſubſiſt 
only in a breathing conſiſtency, and neglect to im- 
prove our time as rational creatures and Chriſtians, 
the farther we draw from the honduts of old age ; 


and the more time we have to redeem. | 
What then have we to do, Beloved, to redeem 
the time we have hitherto miſpent} Abd to avoid 
the incuiring any farther arrears for time? What / 
fay, have we to do but ſeri to reſſect, each on 
our-feveral-callings, and the duties peculiar to them; 
and, after weighing them well, to'regulate all our 
actions, words and thoughts with ftrict conformity 
ro them; according to the prudent order of time, and 
and manner? This done, under the direction 
of Gon and his Church. Nothing will remain for 
us todo, but to ſanctify both our time and the actions 
which fill it up, by zealouſſy referring all to God, 
and % his Glory. This may be done without 
much eoſt or labour, wrhout much ſtudy = | _ 
ſirengthi The Prince upon the throne, che judge 
upon the bench, the; Soldier in the field, the tradeſ- 
ii xi. + Chap i. 1 1 C. Rl. 
I 2 man 


9 -, 1 


. of battle, he ll not forbear to call 


* Plalm, exxxix. 
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4 - On the Firſt SUNDAY after the EPIPHANY, 
man in his ſhop, the ſervant in her kitchen, the 


peaſant at the plough; may give their time and 
thoughts to Gob as eaſily as the ſacrificer at the 
altar. There needs but acquiring a good habit of 
offering up our hearts to Gop in a general direction, 
night and morning: And accuſtoming ourſelves to 
fix deeply in our hearts and minds the preſence of 
God with us. If we but uſe ourſelves to the re- 
fleQing frequently, each day, that the Almigh 


Majeſty is preſent with us every where; we ſhall 


not want ſentiments of homage and affection for 


him, nor words to expreſs them. The Monarch 


who thinks on Gop, when he puts on his Royal 
Robes, will humble himſelf before his Majeſty, and 
ſay: O my dear Jesvs! Would this purple gar- 
© ment was like thine, a very rag; a rag only to 
& cover wounds and ſores endured for love of thee. 
“ But ſince thy will is otherwiſe, O King of 
4 of Kings; thy will be done. Only keep me from 
4 priding in the pomp thou giveſt, or proſtituting 
&« the power thou 1975 4 me to. O Go p 
« give thy judgment to the King, and thy juſtice to the 
ho King's Son. If it be to thy — the good 


4 of this people, to the ſalvation of my Soul; add 


days upon the days of the King of thy making, to 


* encreaſe in virtue and be a Father to thy people. 


% Se will Iſay a Pſalm to tby name forever and ever, 


* that I may, render my vows from day to day.” * 
The judge, who views his God with inward con- 
templation, while he is trying his fellow-creature, 
will naturally bend his heart and lift his thoughts 
to him for light, in theſe or ſuch like words: O 
God, by whom all Princes rule, and Judges de- 
&« cree Fuſtice l f give me the knowledge and diſ- 
1 cernment to judge aright. Then | ſhall I be im- 
& maculate with Thee, and ſball keep myſelf from 


= my iniquity- Then wilt Thou, O Lord, re- 


* ward me according to my | juſtice, and acsording 
& fe the purity of hands 1 and heart, with which 
& I deſire to pronounce ſentence in this cauſe.” If 
Go be preſent in the Soldier's mind upon the day 
upon him for help, 
and ſay, O Go, who ar't a ſhield to all who put 
« their truſt in Thee! || to thee alone I flee for 
< ſafety. Accept this act of obedience to my So- 


. *©,vereign. And if there be injuſtice in the cauſe 


5, I fight for; impute it-not to me, who as a ſubject 


may not diſpute my King's commands. Far be 


&. it from me to delight in blood. No, ſcatter thou 
& the people who delight, in war. F And accepting 
« the innocence of my intention, be to me a ſafe- 
„ guard. Thou ar't my Gop, O Lord, Lord of my 
* Salvation, over ſbadow my bead in this day of bat- 
6 tle. $* If ſordid lucre ſtiſſe not, in the tradeſman's 
breaſt, the thoughts of Gop and Heaven; what 
I Pſoln, i. Paln ia. / Prov. viii. 
t Pjalm. xvii. I Prov. xxxv. EFſaln. Ixvii, 


2 y © 


ſhall obſtruct him, in the very midſt of his dealings, 
from lifting-up his ſoul to Gop with fervent ejacu- 
lation: O my Gop, make me as careful for Eter- 
* nity as for this Life : Let me not, trafficking for 
** the preſent world, become a bankrupt in the 


* other; but rather keep me ſo ſtrictly juſt, that 


»» I may purchaſe ſome new grace by every bar- 


gain which I make; and, ſeeking firſt thy hea- 


cc 


venly kingdom, obtain by virtuous induſtry be- 
coming thy diſciple, the addition of all things elle 


66 


© conſiſtent with th Glory and my eternal good !” 


So, if ſhe will but often think on Gop; eaſy is it. 
for the Cook, who kindles, ſtirs, or ſcorches at, 
the fire, to WY her toils to him with ſaying: 
„Guard me, O Gop of my Salvation, from the. 
heat of thy eternal wrath. Come, O Holy 
** Ghoſt, repleniſh my heart, and kindle in my 
** breaſt ſuch a fire of thy love divine, as may con- 
** ſume, within me, every earthly affeQtion which 


does not lead to thee. Leave not about me the N 


< leaſt matter for ſenſual flames to feed-on. But 
accept this work and every future action of my 
life as homage paid to thee. And mercifully 
make me ſo fervent and ſo faithful in employing 
* all my hours to thy honour, that I may happily 
< eſcape all future burnings.” So finally, if t 


plough, be taught (and be it his Paſtor's care to 
ly as may be in his mi 


Gop in ſome ſuch Prayer as this: O my Saviour 
** ſtep I take may lead me nearer to Thee. Let 
me not be like theſe horſes or mules, who have 


vate my foul with as much Induſtry as I plough 
“this land: Sow in it the precious ſeeds of Grace 
% and Virtue ; and help me ſo to improve them, 
* that} I may reap at length eternal Glory.” 
Thus may we all conſecrate every the minuteſt 
action of our lives to Gop, and live in conſtant 
correſpondence with him; varying our "_ 
tions with. our actions, and ſuiting our expreſſi- 
ons to the ſentiments of piety, which the reflecti- 
on on his preſence gives us. And O! what a deal 
of time may we not thus redeem? O! what ages of 
piety may we not run- over, and what treaſures of 
merit may we not hoard up in one ſingle 1 thus 
ſpent? Ah Chriſtians! Improve then theſe eaſ 
means to practice: And loſe not an — of bl 
ſo eaſy to be purchaſed. See therefore, Brethren, 
that you walk warily: Not as unwiſe, but as wiſe; 
redeeming time. Imitate your heavenly Malter 
in the improvement of each future inſtant of pu 
lives: that You, like him, may proceed in Wiſ- 
dam, Age, and Grace with Gop and Men. And 
Has. v, 
pheſ. thay 


' eſcape all, he poor. 
labouring Hind who drives the team, or guides the 


teach him) to keep e of God as frequent- bs 
; he may, without encreaſe 
of labour or expence of time, lift up his heart to 


. © So, I beſeech thee, guide my feet, that every 42 


no underſtanding. Grant me the grace to culti- 4 3 
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that we may do it (Every-one) the more effectual- 
: Come, join your hearts with mine and let us 


"TE lift them all to Gov. And Thou, dear Gop, ac- 


WE. cept our joint petitions. Late as we come to thee, 
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= There was a marriage made in 


© reje& us not; for with converted hearts we come, 
full ſorry for the ungrateful uſe we have made of all 
the precious minutes thou haſt given us to work 
thy Will and our Salvation. Accept then, Lord, 


our preſent love for thee: To thee we henceforth 


— 
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dedicate each minute of our lives to come : And' 
ſince we cannot live over-again the time we have 

idly ſpent ; we'll wiſh, for love of thee, to live an 
age of piety in every future inſtant. Sleeping or a- 

wake we will be all thy own from this day forward. 

O! keep us ſuch on Fach, that we may ever be ſo 
even in Heaven. This we implore, O Gop of 

boundleſs bounty: In tbe Name, &c. 


E 


8 R 


St. 10 HN ii. 1, 2: 

na of Galilee: 

and the Mother of Jxsus was there. And 

Jesus alſo was invited, and bis Diſciples tothe 
rriage. 


ARY at a marriage ! Can a Virgin have bu- 
ſineſs at a wedding? But what had Jz$vs to 
do there? What could the Son of a Virgin, the 
author and pattern of purity and ſobriety, have to 


W do amidſt the riotings of a Marriage-feaſt, where, 


if we may believe a certain Divine,.* there was 
drinking to exceſs? Much more; (may I not aſt ?) 
if this be true, what end could Chriſt propoſe in 
promoting that exceſs, 
of Water into Wine ? I a tongue as fluent in 
blaſphemy as the pen of this eccleſtaſtic Champion 
for luxury, I ſhould no more bluſh to ſay, than he 
bluſhes to print, that Chriſt did all this to convince 
you, Chriſtians, that All men muſt have to dv 
with ſome vanities,” nay with ſome vices: For, 
ſays our Pigmy ſwoln to a-giant in his-own conceit, 
« Our bleſſed Saviour came eating' and drinking, 
«© was preſent at Weddings, Feaſts and Entertain- 
% ments; nay, at one of them, work'd a miracle to 
% make wine, when it is plain there had been more 
% drank than was abſolutel 


4 been indulged to pleaſure, when the miraculous 
f* wine was drank.” 

that the man, who dares utter ſuch impious aſper- 
ſions of the Son of Gop, is that fractious Goliab; 


who everts his ſonorous vacuity againſt the armies 


of the Living-Gop, with the ſame peeviſh impotence; 
with which he falls upon other hereſies in the 
ricidic attempt to defend his own; you would hard- 


ly ſuſpect ſuch a one capable of the aſſurance to ſtile 


Pr. Tp. 


the miraculous converſion 


neceſſary for the ſup- 
© port of nature (and therefore atleaſt enough) 1 
. * conſequently ſomething (more than enough) had 


Did you not already know, 


Go ..N 


M 
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himſelf a Chriſtian. But, content with praying and 
trembling for ſuch inconſiſtent creatures, I ſhall leave 
them to the Almighty to convert or confound. You, - 
I hope, are too well-eſtabliſh'd in Faith and piety, - 
to be otherwiſe affected by ſuch impious Doctrins 
than with horror and pity. | 
Had there been any exceſſes committed at this 
ſacred entertainment; had there been more drank - 
than was neceſſary ; no Chriſtian can ſuppoſe, 
that That Divine » who purpoſely took Fleſh 
to preach-away and (by practice) overthrow the 
mps and vanities and luxuries of the Fleſh, would 
rave countenanced them with his preſence, much 
leſs encouraged them at the expence of à Miracle. 
How warmly-did he expreſs his diſlike to the profa- 
nation of the inanimate Temples of Gop in the zeal 
he exerted againſt the buyers and ſellers, when he 
caſt them out of That at Feru/alem! Who then, 
without being loſt to themſelves, can be ſo loſt to 
reſpect for their Saviour, as — to imagin that 
Tle would call his Omnipotence to his aſſiſtance, to 
encourage men to pollute, by luxurious drinking 
and wantonneſs, the living Temples of Gov in their 
hearts? What other end then could Chriſt have to 
anſwer, in honouring this wedding, not only with 
the tacit approbation of his divine preſence at it, 
but even with the expreſſive applauſe of a Miracle? 
PII tell you, Chriſtians. 1715 | 
The honours of the Marriage-State had been eſ- 
tabliſh'd, not only by the laws of Go and Nature 
and the joint conſent of mankind, , but even- by the 
juſt preſcription of ſeveral thouſand years, a pre- 
ſcription in ſhort as old as the Creation, hen our 
bleſſed Redeemer came upon earth, to invite us, 
by his doctrin and. practice, to the more exalted + 
ſtate of virginity. The Almighty. himſelf was the 
firſt who render d Marriage honourable, by inſtitut> 
ing it in Paradiſe, when he gave the Woman to the 


St. Math. xx.i St. Mart xi. Sh. Luke xix, 


Man. * And when the general corruption of man- 
Kind incenſed him to drown the World in an uni- 
verfal deluge, the only people who eſcaped the 
dread effects of his wrath, were a few virtuous 
perſons engaged in the ftate of Wedlock, — Noab 
and his wile the ſons of Noah and their wives. + 
In the old law the dignity of Matrimony was rated 
ſo high, that no honours or wealth could afford 
happineſs without it. --- That alone was deem'd an 
inheritance in itſelf. He who poſſeſſeth a good wo- 
_ , Where there is no bedge, ſays he, the 
poſſeſſion "ball. be ſpoil dy and where there is no 
-<vife, be mourneth in want. || Other happineſſes in 
life were ſet light by, as capable of often flowing 
from the contemptible ſource of human prudence ; 
but the bleſſings of a matrimonial ſtate were conſi- 
dered as invaluable, becauſe they were conceived to 
be the innnediate donation of Heaven. 4A Houſe 
and. riches are given by Parents, ſays the inſpired 
Author of Proverbs, & but a prudent wife is 
properly a 98 from the Lord. Such high eem 
was Marriage held in, when the Divine Jesvs to 
Taiſe us to a higher eſteem for the charms of virgi- 
nal chaſtity, after chuſing a Virgin for his Mother, 
lived: himſelf the life of a virgin, made virgins his 
chief intimates; and gave the firſt counſel, encour- 
arement and example to his Diſciples to embrace 
a life of religious Celibacy. | 
No this extrordinary doarin and conduct of the 
Son of Gop would probably have been conſtrued, by 
the weak; as an abrogation of Marriage and of the 
honours till then paid to it; had he not, at the ſame 
time, given us the moſt manifeſt proots that it was 
far from his deſign, by raiſing the merit of a ſingle 
State, to lefſen the worth of a wedded One. He 
came, as he tells us himſelf ** not to break the law 
but u fulfill it. And therefore, leſt any ſhould 
Tniftake his counfels to a life of Celi for 
a prohibition of the Conjugal-State, he ordain'd, 
that his immaculate ever-inviolable Virgin-Mother 
mould be wedded to the chaſte St. Joſeph, before 
the conceiv'd : He himſelf perſonally compares the 
ſpiritual banquets of grace and glory to the feaſts at 
a Marriage; and, not only honours one of thoſe 
' feaſts with his ſacred preſence and that of his bleſſ- 
d Mother and beloved Diſciples, but even exerts 
Mr — — — do credit to the new - mar- 
Tied couple. Nay of a bare remedy, as marri 

. was, ant ſin, he raiſes it to the dignity of a 
facrament, and makes it an inſtrument of augment- 


ang grace. $68 

Notwithſtanding then the greater excellence to 

which Chriſt has raiſed the ſtate of virginity, he 

Has taken nothing from the dignity of Matrimony; 

ea, ti, + Genefir vi. vid NR 
1 Beelefaftiens xxvi. © || hid. © 

J Prov. xix, ** St. Matth, y. 
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Eccleſiaſticus, beginneth Riches, 1 On any who 


but, on the reverſe, has made it more honourable 
than 1t could be before. Marriage is honourable in 
all, fays the Apoſtle. * Yes, Chriftians, Marriage 
is a truly honourable State, to all who engage in it 
lawfully and wifely. But, alas, how few are there, 
who engage in it thus! This is the grand ſecret, 
which the major part of mankind, even among 
Chriſtians, ſeem wholly at a loſs for. And there- 
fore is it, that out of the almoſt infinite numbers 
who run headlong into this ſtate, there are ſcarce 
enjoy-the comforts and graces of it in this 
life, and very few who have any chance for Balva- 
nion in the next. It is this melancholy truth-which 
urges me to lay hold of the opportunity the pre- 
ſent Goſpel affords me, to obviate ſo general an 


evil, as much as in my little power lies: Which I 
ſhall do by confidering, 


I. The Reflections, which All ſingle perſons 
onght to make, before they part with their 
Liberty : And 

II. The Obligations they lay themſelves under, 
when they do part with that Liberty, by Mar- 


riage-promiſe. 


O Thou, dear Lord, who didſt vouchſafe in 
< perſon not only to approve but bleſs the Mar- 
*© riage-State | 8 arther to direct the Choice 


*© of all, who ſhall henceforth engage in it; and 


„give thy grace to ſuch as have already choſen, 


<< well or ill, to reap Salvation from their paſt miſ- 3 | 


*© takes by patience and fidelity.” 


I. A common as well as pitiful objeQion; of . ” 


heretics, and apoſtates, againſt Celibacy, is, 'That 
Precept which ſeems to have been annex'd to mar- 


riage in the beginning of the world: Encreaſe and 


multiply. + But the extreme folly of this ſhift muſt 

ar to every man, who will but make uſe of his 
underſtanding. For, if this was a precept; it 
it could only be a temporary one, given for the 
ſake of peopling the world: And conſequently, as 
No Law is obligatory any longer than while the 
End, for which it was — 4 is ſubſiſting; once the 
world was ſufficiently peopled, the duty of, propa- 
gation could be no longer univerſal. And that it 
was not 2 as ſuch, even in the O Haw 
we may alledge many probable conjectures. Ha 
the duty of — 3 extended to individuals; it 
had been a crime in ſuch as were left widows with- 
out children to continue in that State : W hereas 
voluntary widow-hood was ſo far from being 
deem'd criminal, that it was an honourable State, 
and the next in reputation to a marriage - life. Add 
to this, that the holy prophets Elias, Eli ſba and 
many others, whom we find in ſacred Scripture to 
have lived a ſingle life, were favorits of GoD; 


* Hebrews xiii, + Genefs i, 
* which 


a 
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" ſubſiſted. 


which they could not have been, had they lived in 


1 2 conſtant breach of his Commiandment, as th 


muſt have done had the precept of Marriage till 


In the New Law, however, it is paſt all diſpute, 
if we will not renounce both Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, that no individual is under any obligation to 
part with Liberty for a Marriage-State, unleſs ma- 
nifeſtly call'd to it by Gov. Virginity is a counſel 
of Chriſt. And be, who can tate, let bim take, 
ſays our Divine Lord. + But who could lawfully 
take this counſel, or how could Chriſt give it ; was 
there any obligation to the contrary; neither Vir- 
ginity then, nor Marriage, is a Commandment. 


1 | Concerning virgins, ſays St. PAUL, f 4 Command- 


ment of our Lord I have not: But counſel I give, 
as having obtainꝰd mercy. Indeed where the Spi- 


WT rit is weak, and the Fleſh preſſes hard upon it; if 


1 there be rf prior vows, or indiſpenſable impedi- 


ments, it is the advice of the Apoſtle, * that eve- 
ry man bave bis own wife, and every woman ber 
own huſband, to prevent the evil of fornication. 
For "tis better to marry than to be burnt. + But Mar- 


riage is till free, and ſo far from being a command- 


ment, is at beſt but a ſimple indylgence. 7 ſay this 


6 AY | by indulgence not hy commandment, ſays our A- 
poſtle. For I would have all men to be as myſelf, 1 


that is, as he ſoon after explains it, unmarried. $ 


Nevertheleſs, as this great Apoſtle obſerves, 
|| every one bath a proper gift from Gop, and 
every one's gift is not alike, but one ſo and another 


fo. What then, Chriſtians, are you to do, but ſe- 


riouſly to conſider, before you enter into a Mar- 
riage-State, what gift you have received from 
Gov. Remember: This is a great ſacrament in 
Cbriſt. * By this he ſignifies his Myſtic Union 
with his Church, and his ſpiritual Intimacy with 
the ſoul of Man. It is not therefore to be ap- 
proach'd 'to with ſordid or ſervil views; but 
with ſuch a purity and holineſs of intention as may 
1 the grace it — with, to thofe my 
are call'd to it: A grace raiſing and dignifying thoſe 
functions, which, in — Ka babies 


and groveling. 
Every State abſolutely requires grace to fulfill 
the peculiar functions and duties of it, and that 


grace muſt come from Go al 
errant preſumption for any man to enga 

of life, in which he no room * 
bleſſing of Gop's aſſiſtance. 


in a ſtate 
xpect the 
And what aſſiſtance 


or grace can you hope to receive from Go», in 


any State o 


life you ſhould embrace, without 


his calling you to it? Should any fervant of yours, 
inſtead of doing the duties of the poſt you hire him 


to, obſtinately buſy himſelf, without conſulting. 
" : - . 4 : +? [ | 7 
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65 
you, in other offices even for your ſervice; would 
you be pleaſed with bim, or think yourſelves any 
way bound to reward him? What if, for exam- 
ple, your footman ſhould inſiſt upon being your 
butler, and your chamber-maids ſhould leave the 
important affair of dreſſing your head, to take the 
buſineſs of dinner out of the hands of your cook; 
would you think them worthy of your favour, or 
not rather of your frowns? And why fo ? Are they 
not labsuring for your ſervice? * Yes, youll an- 
* fever, ſerve us they do, but not as we would 
© have them: Their ſervice is ill-placed, and 
* therefore unacceptable : They are obeying their 
* own will and not ours: We hired them for ſer- 
«« vants, and they will be ma and miſtreſſes.”” 
Ah Chriſtians ! Do not you do the ſame with re- 
ſpect to Gop; if you raſhly blunder into a fate of 
life without firſt conſidering ſeriouſly, whether, or 
not, Gop has really call'd = to it > Whatever 
ſervices you may ſtudy to do tor the honour of your 
Almighty Maſter in fach a ſtate, if they are not the 
ſervices he calls you to, what bleſſings, what graces, . 
or what recompence, can you expect from him for 
them? Have you not reaſon to expect, that he wilt 
puniſh you (as you would vont own ſervants, for” 
the like contempt) by withdrawing his protection 
from you, turning you adrift, and abandoning you 
to yourſelves? And O! What muſt be the conſe- 
uence of ſo dreadful a diſgrace, but a variety of 
diftreſſes in this life, and irreparable miſery in the 
next! You then, who have yet your ſtate to chuſe,. 
be wiſe : And avoid theſe evils while you may, by 
firſt confulting God and your own hearts, with 
the ſtate-which Gop has call'd you to, and as the 
Apoſtle adviſes, walk, each, in the vocation you" 
are called in by Gop. 1 
Marriage is one vocation : But it requires ſerious de- 
liberation to know, whether, ur: not, that be yours. 
It cannot then be wiſe or law ful for you to enter raſnu- 
ly into it, without enquiring into this. And how ſhall 
you find this out? Why take example by the cou- 
le in this Goſpel: Invite F 1 and his bleſſed 
Mother to counſel and affiſt you: Recur to your 
Divine Lord for the light. of his Grace, and pray” 
the Holy Virgin to intercede with her adorable Son: . 
to direct your choice. Invite alſo his diſciples; 
conſult the doctrins of the Church, which they 
lanted under Chrift in order to know, the will of 
Gop. If you incline to a ſtate of wedlock, weigh 
well the difficulties of that ſtate againſt the diſpo- 
fition you have to encounter them. Remember it is 


a fate for life, a knot which nothing but death can: 


unlooſe. Have you ſufficient diſcretion for the ma- 
nagement of a family? Have you Ktlowledge and 
prudence. enough for the education of chi 845 
with future proſpertty; or tortitude enqugh te beat. 
up aganſt unforeſcen adverſity?- B 
Tou, 
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Vou, young men, promiſe yourſelves the height 
of endleſs happineſs in the poſſeſſion of a young, 
ich, beautiful and- ſenſible wife, amiable children, 
and a mighty deal of love. But tell me: Who 
ſhall enſure to you all this? And ſuppoſe, you 
ſhould be diſappointed ; are you fortified with re- 


© ſolution and grace enough to take the diſappoint- 


ment like a man and a chriſtian? Whatever 
wife the Church ſhall give you, it will give 
you for better, for worſe, for rich or for poor, in 
ſickneſs and in bealth, till death ſball part 


you. Aſk your own ſouls then, whether you can 


be faithful to this promiſe, or not, when the 
Church ſhall require it? The youngeſt wife 
you can marry muſt grow old in time; Can you 
then reſolve to love her with the wrinkles of fifty 
as well as with her bloom of fifteen 2 What, if het 
fortune ſhould prove an ideal one? Or granting\ir 
to be real, what if unforeſeen accidents, or even 

her ill conduct, ſhould reduce = both to beggary; 
can you reſolve ſtill to love her, cheriſh her, and 
ſtruggle to ſupport her, as well in poverty as in 
2 Or will not love ſubſide, where indigence 
begins? Will not your fidelity break looſe, and 
your promiſe vaniſh with the ſubſtance ? The com- 
Pleateſt beauty muſt fade: Time will dig furrows 
an the ſmootheſt cheeks: The moſt ſtriking graces 
will vaniſh before a long fit of ſickneſs: Frequent 
breedinga, infirmities, and innumerable caſualties, 
may metamorphoſe the very woman, whom your 
heated imagination raiſes to the dignity of an an- 
gel, and turn her to an object of horror. Can you 


reſolve, under ſuch a circumſtance, to love her 


with equal tenderneſs and ſincerity as when ſhe ap- 
pear'd the moſt lovely in your eye? But PI} ſup- 
poſe the woman, whom you propoſe to page * 
laſting beauty. What will all her beauty 
-you, when one month. has made you uſed to her 
face? Can you reſolve to love her on, when her 
perſon ſhall ſtrike you leſs? Perhaps you think, her 
ſenſe will be a ſtay to your fidelity, when her beau- 
ty is gone. Happy you and ſhe, if it prove ſo! 
But what if the ill uſe ſhe may make of that ſenſe, 
ſhould make you wiſh ſhe had none? What if ſhe 
ſhould prove ull-natured, fractious, diſſolute, or 
_ ever-ſo. exttavagantly unruly? Can you reſolve, 
with tenderneſs, meekneſs, inviolable fidelity and 


example, to ſtudy all means to reclaim her; 


Mill to love her; and no otherwiſe to corre& her 
than as is moſt conducive to her good, your mutual 
and the edificatio of your children? If you 


ve theſe diſpoſitions in Jou; you have ſome rea- 


Jon to think, you are call'd to a ſtate of wedlock. 
But you, maidens or widows, what diſpoſitions 
are you in? You may, perhaps, from vanity, 
hopes, or ſomething which looks like experience, 
promiſe yourſelves the moſt enviable ſtate of feli- 
city in wedlock :. And there is, at leaſt, a poſſibi- 
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 Iy form of any man pleaſe you? Have a care: The 


lity of your being deceived. Now, believe me, 
the diſappointment is cruelly inſupportable. How 
then are yo diſpoſed to meet it? Does the come- 


gratifications of the eye are often follow'd by the 
moſt exquiſit tortures of the heart. But you, ten- 
to-one, are very indifferent about the perſon of any 
man, fo he does but admire yours. But what if a 1 
man ſhould tell you, you are handſome, or endow——- 
ed with all the — your ſex can aſpire to; 
can you therefore promiſe yourſelves happineſs in 
wedlock with him? Perhaps, he has ſaid the ſame, 
nay ſworn it, to hundreds, before you, and deceiv- 
ed them? What aſſurance have you that he ſpeaks 
as he thinks? And granting he does, may you not 
be ſadly convinced in a month after marriage, that 
men can e their minds? What diſpoſitions 3 
then do you find in yourſelves to bear the killing gu 
diſappointment, when the firſt wane of the mar- lis 
riage-moon ſhall transform you from the idol of 2 pr. 


his folly, to the object of his indifference; if not of ty. 
his hatred and contempt? Can you, for the love fal 
of Gop, continue your love, your tenderneſs and fi- bo 
delity to a monſter, who, not content with ſquan- th 
dering what ſhould ſupport you and your 's fre 
on harlots, gameſters, or at leaſt idle companions, me 


ſhall reel home half beaſt, half inſe&, to load you tui 
with filth. and ill uſage ? If he ſhould reduce you 
from affluence to beggary, can you find in your 
hearts, as faithful wives, to nurſe him in ſickneſs, 7 

to ſupport and work for him in priſon or in want? 


Can "iT return his brutal moroſeneſs with aſſiduityto 
pleaſe him, his barbarity with tenderneſs, his groſſer ba 
injuries with love and fidelity? When your affec- pri 
tionate behaviour ſhall be call'd tulſome, your re- ly 
ſervedneſs ſhall be matter of jealouſy, your tears ral 
be conſtrued into hypocriſy and your {miles into kn 
treachery; when all you ſay ſhall be interpreted in- mc 
to offence, and your very ſilence be reputed a crime; ſca 
can you ſtill bear it all with patience, fortitude and thi 
reſignation. I myſelf have known 'more than one in- ty, 
ſtance of women unjuſtly wreck'd'to death by flow do 
degrees with brutes of this ſtamp: Women of me- tol 
rit; and women, who, perhaps, thought as well Gi 
of themſclves before marriage, and promiſed them- yo 
ſelves as much, happineſs in it, as the moſt deſerr- wy 
ing of you can do. And what has happen'd may the 
happen again; and (it may be) to you. Are you 220 
then ſure, that, under ſuch trials, you could ho 
ſupport the character of chaſte and prudent wives, 11 
and work your ſal vation with Gop? If ſo, there 1 per 
reat probability that you are call'd to a marriage- Pad 
te. Elſe believe me, young men and maids, you * 
know not what you do by running raſhly into this ak 
ſtate, For it is at leaſt a hundred to one, in em- n 
bracing wedlock, without being thus prepared you 


the worſt, but you wed your damnation. 
Never be deceived by the fond notion t hat pomp 
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4 both ſhould prove as you wiſh, that 


or riches will any ways compenſate the eſſential 
Sreaches of harmony in a marriage-ſtate, or render 
them leſs pungent. For in the firſt place where 


Aiſcord reigns oeconomy ſeldom rules, and want of 

poeconomy will ſink the largeſt fortune to indigence. 

And ſecondly, all the riches of Peru cannot cure a 

bleeding heart. Without peace the choiceſt jewels 

ere but the trappings of miſery in a conjugal ſtate. 

A coach and ſix may waft you from one end of the 
kingdom to the other, but cannot carry you one ſte 
from your diſcontent. Think then, on the wor 


vou can meet with in marriag th 
dle you are to bear-with it like Chriſtians, before 


— 
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you venture into a Marriage-State. Think on the 


RE cares attending the education of Children, and your 
XX own abilities Br the taſk. As well as the comfort 

which Children afford, weigh the ſtinging an- 
guiſh of Parents when they turn out vicious or foo- 
liſh. Judge, from what you now feel from the ap- 
prehenſions of it, what you may feel from the reali- 
ty. If you can undergo every hardſhip for the 
ſake of them and your Conſort; are you ſure, if 
u can reſign 
chem to Gop, when he ſhall pleaſe to take them 
from you. Are you in no danger of loving them 
more than Gop and loſing your Creator for his crea- 
ture? All theſe points ought you ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der before you engage in this State, if you with not 
to buy a long and woeful repentance with a haſty 
determination. 

They who enter into Wedlock, engage in a dan- 
gerous unequal lottery, where even they, who em- 
bark upon right principles, have ſcarce à trivial 
prize to hope for out of a thouſand blanks, modeſt- 
ly ſpeaking. What then have They to expect, who 
raſhly run into it at a venture? In other Lotteries you 
know the worſt before-hand, and therefore may the 
more eaſily ſet down with the loſs. But here it is 
ſcarcely poſſible even to fear bad enough ; and no- 
thing leſs is at ſtake than your eaſe, your tranquilli- 
ty, your Life and Salvation. What prudence then 


tolerable choice. It is your buſineſs to ſee whether 
Gop calls you to this State : But when you find 
ou are call'd to it, it is the advice of friends, which 
will beſt aſſiſt you to fix your choice well. Firſt 
then conſult your own hearts, your virtuous and vi- 
cious inclinations to find-out, whether you may 
hope for the means of godlineſs and ſalvation in Ma- 
trimony. Then conſult your Parents, that their ex 
perience may enable you to ſteer wide of folly and 
paſſion in the choice of the perſon with whom you 
may enter into it. Ay 
Cour Parents may and ought to aſſiſt you with 
advice, and no-doubt will adviſe you for the beſt, if 


to this deference, and it 
and eternal to pay it them. 


is your intereſt temporal 
The | po 
Vol. I. 


ey may aſſiſt you with 


after the EPIPHANY, 


; and think, how a- 


does it not behove = to make uſe of, to make a 


you but conſult them, They have a natural right 
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a neceſſary and proper eſtabliſhment. And Gop 
may and will, in reward of obedience, give a 
bleſſing to your choice : Riches are given by Parents, 
but a prudent Wife or Huſband is properly a Gift from 
the Lord, ſays the wiſeſt of Men. . this bleſ- 
ſing then, You who are call'd to it, by recurring to 
Gov in prayer, Invite your Saviour to your wed- 
ding, and conſult him before-hand for proper mo- 
tives. Away with all conſiderations of fleſh and con- 
cupiſcence; let your motives be pure and holy as 
the Sacrament you approach to is. Let Jews and 
Infidels couple together for ſordid Avarice or Ambi- 
tion : Let your. chief care be to chuſe a virtuous 
rſon, with whom you may join in a holy ſtruggle 

or Chriſtian Peace in this life, and glory in ano- 
ther ; Let ſwine herd together-for the gratifications 
of ſenſuality: But You, like Chriſtians, wed with 
the pure intention of ſubduipg the luſts of the fleſh, 
and regulating your 8 to the Glory of Gop 


and the public Good. thus diſpoſed, embrace 
in the Name of Gop this holy honourable State. 
For thus diſpoſed you will be truly fit for it. But 
firſt it is fit you know the obligations which you lay 
yourſelves under in embracing it, and parting with 
your liberty by Marriage-Promiſes. ' 
II. There are two forts of matrimonial promiſe, 
the one in future, the other in preſent : Neither of 
which can prudently be made without the preſence of 
your Director, or = other Prieſt, 105 our pa- 
rents or other proper witneſſes. The — pro- 
miſing muſt be at an age of diſcretion ſufficient to 
know the importance of the ſtate they engage in, 
perfectly free, and capable of choice, and no-way 
controul'd or over awed to it. Decency requires 
that both the parties be not over-young, and pru- 
dence demards that they be not greatly indigent. 
Elſe, what chance can their children have for pru- 
dent education; or how ſhall they ſupport each- 
other in ſickneſs, wants and other caſualties? Or 
finally what probability is there, that ſuch raw no- 
vices in life as boyiſh huſbands will follow the 
Apoſtle's counſel and having compaſſion - for the 
weaker Veſſel, + treat her like a companion and 
help-mate rather than uſe her like a ſlave; for want 

of which, ſuch ſtrange diſorders fill the world, and 
bring diſgrace upon the holy Sacrament of Marriage 
ſo honourable in itſelf? In all well regulated cities, 
what care is taken to inſpect into the ſtate of Arts 
and Sciences and every other calling in life} Is 
Marriage then not worthy of ſome public care? 
That is the ſtate of higheſt Importance to the 
Commonwealth of human Nature. Yet all which 
is conſider'd in it, is ſordid intereſt or reptil pleaſure. 
What horror muſt it not create, in every thinking 
Chriſtian's breaſt, to ſee ſuch numbers hurried ir 
to it by other's folly or their own, more fit to go 
to School, like Children as they are, than to breed 
* Prev fix, = + Sta Preertik. 
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Able terms, a 


Fromiſe you Marriage ? Or i 


* 


er bring up Others ! What can ſuch raſtinefs tend 
to but to make the parties mutually unhappy, their 
Offiprinig doubly wtetched in their patents and 
themſelves, and to ſpread the world with ſcandal and 
diſorders, as the preſent age can witneſs. 

The parties engaging in this ſacrament are mi- 
niifters bf it; and therefore ovght to be in a ſtate of 


grace, if they mean not to commit a double ſacri- 


lege. Therefore is it, that the Church requires 
Rem firſt to go to Confeſſion and Communion. 


This is the way to invite Jes vs and his bleſſed mo- 


ther to the wedding, and this the ſureſt means of 
ſecuring their bleſſing to it. 

When two perſons inveſted with power and li- 
berty ta contract, have ſolemnly promiſed Marriage 
d each-other; they are from that inſtant the pro- 
perty of each-other ; and without the moſt legiti- 
Mate caufes, Judged ſuch by the law, are inſepara- 
ble for life, arid equally bound to avoid all foreign 
amours as if they were actually married; and that 
under pain of the ſame ſpecies of guilt, haf is, ad- 
ultery. And yet from the time of ſuch promiſes to 


he celebration of marriage, both parties are bound to 
ſty and purity. 
®wards each-other, as much as if they had no en- 


obſerve the utmoſt decorum of mode 


gements to one- another. For however indiſſolu- 
2 their union be of body and will, yet — cannot 
Without fin take any of thoſe liberties which wound 


* modeſty before marriage, tho? allowable after it. For 
This reafon it is, that the Church abſolutely forbids 


that perſons promiſed to each-other ſhould dwell un- 
wer the ſame roof, till married. During that inter- 


val all your mutual converſations ought to be holy, 


and all your Teifore ſpent in prayer to Gov, to im- 
plore his grace and aſſiſtance, to ive well and 
make a holy uſe of ſo holy a ſacrament. 
When Pulk of promiſes of future Marriage, 1 
. mean ſuch as are made on wiſe and honour- 
er mature deliberation, with the ad- 
vice and conſent of friends, and in the preſence of 
Gop's miniſter. For as to thoſe ſenſcteſs engage- 
ments which young giddy perſons ſo often run into, 


. without advice or thought, in a fond fit, tete a tete, 


and frequently with very little knowledge of each- 
other, tho? once they are made, they become equally 
obligatory; yet are they as fooliſh as they are un- 


awtul. - Have a care, young women, how you ſuf- 


fer yourſelves to be drawn into a ſnare of this ſort. 
When a, young man aſks you to promiſe him mar- 


ige, do you conſider what he aſks? nothing leſs 


Wan your liberty, and ſeldom leſs than your ruin. 
If his intentions are honeſt, and both of you ze at li- 
Berty; why is he not as ready to marry you as to 

| 7 all rene do 
not actually ſuit on both ſides; why is he afraid to 


_ truſt the continution of your eſteem for him to the 


continuation" of his own good behaviour? Believe 
me, if you had but a juſt ſenſe of your own ſafety 


- 


On the Second SUNDAY 


- 


Saul had 


and of the general baſeneſs of young men; you - 3 


would rather be mov'd to indignation than to con 7 


pliance by ſuch a requeſſ. Never vainly flatter your- 
ſelves that it is the exceſs of his love for you which 
prompts him to it. No, it is more often the effect 


of a treacherous deſign ſuggeſted by the light opinion ] 
Not one man out of a 


he has of your diſcretion. 
hundred ul a woman to promiſe him marraige, but 
with the ungenerous (and generally ſpeaking, I dare 
ſay) miſtaken notion, that, if he can but prevail 
with her to part with her liberty, he ſhall eaſily per- 
ſuade her to part with her honour. And tho” this, per- 
chance, ſhould not be the intention of your lovers, 


for it is hard and dangerous to judge of particulars ;_ 


t it is greatly to be fear'd, leſt the levity you 
iſeover in parting with the one, ſhould embolden 
him to attempt to rob you of the other. And what 
can be the conſequence but ſhame and miſery ? For, 


generally ſpeaking, once a man has gain'd before 
Are ne- | 19 
ality of men are corrupt enough to engage in it, he 


the low ends for which alone the 


deſpiſes the moſt ſolemn ties by which he attain'd 


to it, and feldom repairs the injury done but with 4 | 5 


2 greater, by devoting to ſhame the woman he has 
Beware then, of ſuch capital 

you part 

with it for good. When all obſtacles are remov'd, 

when your affections are mutually fix'd, your mo- 


decoy'd into ruin. 
miſtakes. Never part with your liberty till 


tives ſanctified, and nothing is wanting in conſcience, 1 


perſon, or circumſtance to unite you wiſely and law- 


fully but agreeing on the day; then it is time enough 


to promiſe marriage. Till then, if you value your 3 
peace in this life, or your happineſs in the next, 


neverenter into any ſuch haſty engagements. Inall | 1 
never yet found ⁵ 


the experience I have had in life, 
one of theſe huddled promiſes, but what has been 
attended with a great deal of wretchedneſs to one or 
the other party, if not to both. 

But what! What, you'll fay, has all this to 
do with a religious Sermon? A great deal, Chrif- 
* tians. For I would fain perſuade you, that it is 
even your worldly intereſt to be good Chriſtians, 
by being obedient to the diſciplin and decorums 
taught you by Chriſt and his Church. And there- 
fore is it, that I have ſaid thus much towards con- 
vincing you, that the Goſpet requires nothing of 
you, for your eternal Salvation, but what is greatly 
conducive even to your temporal happineſs. Be, 
wiſe then and follow her directions, that you may 
not by one haſty miſtaken ſtep purchaſe a. life of 
fruitleſs repentance. 

When L nathan was ſentenced to death for hav- 
ing undeſignedly broken the faſt, 'which his Father 
| by oath obliged all his ſubjects to; the 
thought of death was leſs inſupportable to him than 
the reflection on the trifling ſatisfaction which ws 
Hke to coſt him ſo dear. „It was the thought of 
paying down his life for one paſſing taſte of = 


boney, which unmann'd him, and drew from this 
IT. death-defying terror of the Philiſiins that melan- 
IE. <holy, melting complaint, I bave byt tafted a lit- 
ITE; le Hon pe le I die] If you, When convinced that 
ere call'd: to the marriage-ftate, do but wiſely fol- 
o the directions of the Church; If you conſult 
& Gov, conſult your own heart and make uſe of all 
che diſcrect precautions you can in determining your 
choice; if you are cautious of parting with your 


* . pd 
4 — 8 . * . \ 
1 * 4 .* . 
4 1 N 8 C : . - 
r oy Was - 
is - ” 4 845 


evail liberty, and faithful to your promiſe and to de- 
per- 3 cen — you do part Sith it ; though you ſhould 
per- be diſappointed at all the evils you can meet 
vers, with will be render'd ſupportable to you by the 
lars; RE. pleaſing reflection, that 2 did not bring them on 
you - yourſelves, Whereas ſhould you be hurried away 
iden by a few minutes flattery into a life of conjugal mi- 
what ſery , how 4ntolerable wal JV loſs of happineſs ap- 
For, pear to you, when you ſhall reflect on the inſigniti- 
fore cant trifle of pleaſure for which you eonſented to 
er- pert wich that happineſs. With what inconſolable 
, he Anguiſh will you not be reduced to cry out, J 
in'd _ ave but taſted a little Honey, and lo I die! 
with j Endeavour then, young people, by prayer and 
has = . prudence to avoid an unhappy choice. As for you, 


Married People, this advice is too late: All I.canat 
. Preſent adviſe you to is, like the induſtrious Bee, 
to ſuck honey from the bittereſt flowers. Think 
not what Lhave ſaid, however, totally foreign to 


your improvement. If you are not at your liberty; 


nce, N | 
aw- Many of you have Children here who are at theirs. 
ugh And if ſome of them are too young to benefit by what 
our «& 6-1 ' be 45s 


Hung, xiv. 1 


On the Third, SUNDAY, ater he EPIPHANY. 


I have ſaid; you are not too young to conceive the 
fame tente, and to bring them forth to 
them, when they mall be mature enough to con- 
ceive them. Remember, that, tho“ you cannot 
without mortal ſin controul their choice, or — * 
fice them againſt their liking to any companion 
life, whatever worldly advantages may prompt you 
ſo to do; yet are you bound in confcience to apply 
all the good counſel, tenderneſs and prudence you 
can make uſe of, in order to bias them as much as 
poſſible to a better choice. Do it then, that they 
| my be happy and you in them. Teach them to 
walk in the vocation they have received from Gov, 
and ſtrengthen your precepts with example by walk 
| ing fo yourſelves. | Ws 2 
have a great deal to ſay to you concerning the 
duties of your ſtate, but muſt leave it to another 
opportunity. Your 22 Ipteſume, as well as 
my time, is quite ſpent: And I have this encqu- 
ragement to diſmiſs you, without adding any thing 
more, that there are few here but will gladly ex- 
cuſe me from any improvements of mind or . 
which I can give them at the expence of their a- 
muſements. I ſhall therefore conclude with be- 
ſeeching God to grant You all the grace, before 
marriage or in it, to make ſuch a holy uſe of this 
| Sacrament as wy render you worthy of the bene- 
fits of it, that living here as Chriſtian 
Wives ,ought to do, you may. continue a glorious 
union beyond Death, and be as Angels in Heaven. 
Which In the Name, &c. 
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. MATHEW viii. 2, 3. 
. Ls N thou wilt, Thou can't make me clean 


4 Iwill. Be thou made clean. 
of IN PLE; paid g people, hieh · of you-all-is out 
tly wh of ar witk the — — Which 
Be of you all is leſs in a nyt; to put on the conj ugal 
"ay ſhackles, for any thing I have ſaid to reſtrain your 
of eagerneſs?” IF aught; bas wot contradiction rather - 
mage you more earneſt-to wy, Whether what Ihave 
w- * be real or fictitious? In a word, inſtead of 
fer dlunting your curious im tuoſtty „ have 1 net mar- 
he pen'd the edge of 5 — my laſt Suna Ser- 
S mon, I was pprehenſrve of nothitgſs'\mudehias of 


incurring the indignation of your fuitets, by put- 
ting ſome of you ſoberly on your guard againſt the 
| follies and frauds too 


. 


y practiſed in modern 


” 
* 
: 
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| hat little to fear from ſuchu quarter. A certain ſome- 


thing on the gay countenances of many of you gave 
me room rather to fear, that I was:labouring only to 
make you merry at your on goſt. It is fine 
talking! ſay'd Vou: or, if you did not ſay it, you 
lock'd it. It is fine talking againſt Wedlock, for 
men wb may not e in it. But what muſt 
become of the world, i 
hat judge can a Prieſt be of marriage? Yet 
have a care, dear children: It is dangerous jeſting 


upon ſerious; truths. Prieſts are in a: mid-ſtate che? 


_ -tween-ſingle perſons at full liberty and perſonf Mj,¹. 
by marti ne pert: Ahern: Happily”. * 

reſtranid from the woes of wedlock, they are/Fee 2 

to alb the enviable comforts of — Prieſs 
then are parties wholly unconcerm d in the i 
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all thought allke? And 
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ſurmize? 


is ver 


Fours for bringing ſcorn upon ſo facr 
nourable an inſtitute, by your raſhly running into it, 


the Larter, 
to which you owe the matrimonial miſeries you. la- 


tereſts of the one and the other ſort, on 


every other ſcore than that of fraternal charity; 


and therefore the fitteſt to decide between both. 
Their function obliges them to hear and ſee daily 


but too many of the miſeries attending marriage, 


not to have daily freſh reaſon to thank their Almigh- 
ty Protector for mercifully calling them to a later, 
happier, ſublimer ſtate. Certain indeed' it. is, that 
they purchaſe. not their knowledge at ſo dear a rate: 
as they, do, who are actually married: Still is their 
experience not more dubious for coſting leſs How- 
ever, if you are reſolved to think that bought expe- 
Tience is beſt ;, aſk married people, whether, or not, 
it can be ſafe for you to enter. inconſiderately into 
the Marriage-State. - | 
What ſay you, married folks? Are there no dan- 
in Wedlock, no unforeſeen difficulties to en- 
counter, beyond all which ſingle perſons can feel or 
Are there none actually among you, 
to whom I am. now ſpeaking, who, if you might 
with ſafety and prudence throw off the forced ſere- 
nity on your countenances, would with wringing 
hands confeſs, that you daily meet with but too ma- 
ny and juſt reaſons to wiſh, you had never raſhly 


enter'd into it.. And why, but for the grievances” 
al 


and manifold-obſtacles to Salvation, which you are 


daily fubje& to, either from your paſt folly in part- 
ing with liberty too haſtily, or from your preſent 


imprudence in neglecting the means of making your 
yoke eaſy to one-another and to yourſelves ? 

% And what then? Is marriage to bear the 
* blame of all? Is matrimony to be made account- 
< able for all the miſeries of married people?“ Not, 


Chriſtians, — be it from me to hint thus 


much. Already have I told you, on the contrary, 
that marriage is an honourable ſtate, eſtabliſh'd, 


- confirm'd, and render d honourable by Gop him- 


ſelf; inſtituted in Paradiſe; bleſt with advantage- 
ous promiſes in this, and in a better world; ho- 
nour d with the preſence of Chriſt, and by him rat- 
ſed to the dignity of a Sacrament. Marriage then, 
far from being contemptible in itſelf: If 
therefore, O married Chriſtians, it be brought into 


contempt by the unclean uſe which is too frequent- 


ly made of it among you; the greater ex is 
and ho- 


without being call'd by Gop, or by perverting the 
aces of it when you are abſolutely engaged in it: 
Enough, I preſume, I may have ſaid to the ſingle a- 
ainſt the Former of theſe grand miſtakes, to ren- 
them excuſeleſs ſhould they henceforth be guilty 


ol ſuch raſhneſs. And therefore, in this diſcourſe to 


you alone, O wedded perſons, I mean to addreſs 
myſelf; to Us if, perchance, I may recall you from 
rom that abuſe of matrimonial graces 


bour under. 
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And O! how many of you ſtand in need of eve- 
or ah | how wretchedly 


are moſt of You. overwhelm'd with woes of your _ 
own creating? What, but your own perverſity is 


uſe of the graces annext to that ſtate. 
end did Gop raife Matrimony to the dignity of a 


ry help to raiſe you up? 


the cauſe, that that ſacred inſtitute which the Al- 
mighty eftabliſh'd on purpoſe to preſerve you from 
miſery, fin and 21 is made the matter of 
your corruption and anguiſh ? Senfible of the ſuffer- 


ings you groan under in wedtock, you are tov indo- 


lent to ſearch into the true ſource of them which is 
in yourſelves: And therefore you throw all the re- 
proach of your evils on the marriage-State, inſtead 
of throwing it as you fhould, on your own perverſe 
For no other 


Sacrament in the new Law than for this, that ſuch 
Chriſtians as engage in it might never be at a loſs 
for graces ſufficient to reap Comfort and Salvation 
from it. But the misfortune is, that matrimonial 
grace is the leaſt thing which Chriſtians in general 
leek for in Matrimony. The misfortune is, that 
inſtead of uſing that grace you neglect it, inſtead of 
Improving, you forfeit it, for the corruptions of the. 
fleſh. And r that the cauſe of your mi- 
ſeries is wholly in yourſelves, when you are preſt by 
them beyond your power of bearing, you ſeek for 
remedies every-where but in yourſelves: Like the 
Leper in our Goſpel, cruſted over with uncleanneſs, 
you lay all the buſineſs of your cure upon Gop, 

Lord, if thou wilt, Thou can make me clean; but 
take no care yourſelves to co-operate with him in 
compleating your cure. Whereas, ſays the Lord,, 
[ will: Be thou made clean. Be but every-one of 

you as willing as Jam; be but as diligent in impro- 

ving my graces as I am liberal in granting them; 

and all your uncleanneſs ſhall be cured, all your evils 
ſhall be removed. All your ſufferings then, O mar- 
ried people, are the fruits of your own ſupineneſs. 

To remove therefore, this fatal cauſe of your evils 

in marriage ſhall be my preſent ſtudy, by laying be- 
fore you two things: 


I. The chief ends, which, as Chriſtians, you 
ought, all of you, to ptopoſe to yourſelves in 
the Marriage-State : and | 

II. The main obſtacles you ought to ſtruggle to 


remove, in order to attain to thoſe deſirable 


A ſteady attention to the One Part will, T hope, 
finifh to convince you, that ha grom purpoſe of all 
for which Gop calls you to a riage-State is, ag 


St. Peter ſays, * that you may by inberitance, poſſeſ 
4 Benedidtion: Anda 


actical ſtudy of the Other, 
may enable you to deſerve. that Benediction, and to 
render it laſting, | 


9 1.8. Peter l. 
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eve · 4 O! Grant it loving Saviour, for thy Mercy's 
edly Sake: And ſince, whom Gop has join'd, no 
your man may ſeparate ; give to all wedded Chriſti- 
ty 18 ans, the grace of Chriſtian love, and ſuch a per- 
Al- fect harmony as links thy Church with Thee. 
from Lt not their union be, like that of fetter'd fiends, 
er of the aggravation of each other's guilt and miſery, 
ffer- wut rather a reciprocal incitement to deſerve the 
ndo- bleſſings thou haſt call d them to.” 

ch is I. Marriage, of itſelf, Beloved, is neither a virtue 
re- nor a vice; but a ſtay to the one, and a curb to the 
tead other. Yet is it, by means of the ſacramental 
'erſe grace which Chriſt has dignify'd it with, become, 
ther Jas it was, the ſanctuary of every virtue. Matrimo- 
of 2 Iny then, ſo far from being contemptible, is a holy 
uch and a noble ſtate; rich with the greateſt bleſſings to. 
loſs ſuch as engage in it wiſely and perſevere in it chaſt 
*10n Ely, ſoberly and pieuſly. It is even neceſſary to Sal 

nial vation, for ſuch as have not the gift of continence 
eral For without that gift, there is no medium between 
that the neceſſity of marrying or of being burnt. And 
of therefore St. Paul“ commands in ſuch caſes that, 
the, every Man bave bis own Wife, and every Mo- 


nan bave ber own Huſband. is however is not 
me caſe of every man nor of mY woman: And 
therefore every-one cannot be included unexcepti- 
onably in this precept. To ſuch then as can con- 
ME tain, the liberty of marrying is only a ſimple indul- 
W gence; and that only where there are the diſpoſiti- 
ons eſſentially requiſit to fulfill the duties of this 
ſtate. For where any of thoſe diſpoſitions are total - 
ly wanting, or greatly deficient, it cannot but be ex- 
tremely dangerous, and conſequently raſh, to em- 
brace the Nats of wedlock ; in-as-much-as, till 
thoſe diſpoſitions are acquired, no perſons can have 
W reaſonable room to think they are call'd to it 
9005. For Gop, who tempts no man - his 
ſtrength, calls none to any duty or ſtate in life, with- 
3 —7 rſt offering them the graces,neceſſary to ful- 
4 it, N ee eee 
One thing however is infallibly true, that once a 
perſon has embraced a , matrimonial life, whether 
originally call'd to it by God or not, he is from that 
minute call'd by Go to uſe his ntmoſt endeavours: 
to live holily and undefiledly in it: And Gop is 
ready to fupply, him with the neceſſary graces for: 
that Karre e, if he will but recur to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty Yor them. The firſt efficient cauſe and author 
of marriage is Gop himſelf, who, ſovereignly in 
love with chaſtity, to imprint the deeper notion of 
it ih the minds of men, ordain'd that one man and 
one woman ſhould be join'd inſeparably together, 
in faithful love and ſpotſeſs union tor life, by invio-. 
lable compact, and under ſuck reſtrictions as he him 
ſelf was pleaſed to lay down. it is. not good, ſays 
the Lord, f for Man to be alone: Let us make 10 
kim a belp-mate like to bimfelf. And they ſball be. 
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two in one fleſh, It is Gop then who ties the 
marriage knot z and therefore whatever couple are 
lawfully married, whether particularly call'd dy him 
to that ſtate or not, of two, they inſtantly become 
but one fleſh and i ble. Whom Gob tar 
Join'd together let not man ſeparate, ſays our Savi- 
our Chrift. “ Now as our gracious LorRD, on one 
hand, is too merciful to make the means of falvati- 
on a ſnare to any, and, on the other, is pleaſed to 
join inſeparably in wedlock even thoſe who mconſi- 
derately embrace it; it is evident, that the original 
want of vocation to marriage exempts not thoſe 
from the duties of it, who without that vocation, 
have been raſh enough to enter into it: Eſpecially 
fince the divine Grace is never wanting in this life, 
to ſuch as are at any time ready to co-operate with: 
It. | | 
lf then, Beloved, any of you are conſcious to 
yourſelves of having raſhly enter'd into a conjugal 
ſtate, without fufficiently conſulting God, to know 
whether he call'd you to it or not; you are not 
therefore to deſpair of being able through his grace, 
which is ever ready at your call, to fuffill the im- 
portant duties of it. No: That would be enhan- 
cing one fault with a greater. Lou have now 
now jointly ſet your hands to the plough; It is too 
late to look back: And all you have now to do is 
to look carefully forward and ſtudy to turn your paſt 
imprudence to the beſt account; by improving the 
ſacramental grace and other bleſſings annex d to the 
ſtate you are in, the better to anſwer thoſe Chriſti- 
an purpoſes which God expects you to purſue, 
ſince you are married. | ; 1 | 
There are Six Views, which y Chriſtian 
Couple, who are not mutuall aer upon vir- 
ginal chaſtity, ought to purſue im wedlock, if 
they mean to be happy here or hereafter; The 
Firſt is to obey the abſolute Will of Almighty Gop,. 
which is, that all, who are at liberty, and cannot 
contain, embrace a ſtate of wedlock, and that all, 
who do embrace it, live up to the duties of it, with 
inviolable chaſtity and fidelity. This is the will of 
Cod, ſays St: Paul, + your ſanfification.- And 
how ſhall you attain to that f ſanctification but by 
walking; as the fame apoſtle ſays, worthy of the 
vocation you are calPd in, ibo not call'd to: If 


you thwart the Divine Will, and put one obſtacie* 
to your own ſanctification, unleſs you embrace that 
life. And call'd to it or not call'd, once you have 
embraced” it, the unalterable Will of your Go, 
who is the Gop of Purity, is, that you- preſerve 
that chaſtity with invioladle -fidelity: And the de- 
fire of fulfilling the will of Gop in both theſe, is 
one of the great ends you ought to purſue in Mar- 
riage to obtain Salvation by it. 
* of, Math xix. +, I Theſſalonians iii. 
4. Z befians iv. . HA 
God,; 


| Gov then calls you to a life of conjugalchaſtit j 


. 
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a 7 1 8 How came David, a Man according to Gop's 
Virtnes, ſuch as his ruthy, h , JAIUCE,. A = 
5219 $ 


is. Jnſtice, apd Be- own, heart, to incur the diſgrace and forfeit the 
nevolence;, has mani eſted  humſe io, you; an hit ptotection of his Almighty Patron, in polluting his 
Works te be ia true, rate ap, merciful Being, ban and Berb/beb4's marriage. with wicked adul. 
So, to imprint in E HP, notion, of hig purity, tery? How came the chaſte Suſanne to merit the _ © 
he inſtituted the ſacred ipenſation. of Marriage, miraculous protection ef. Heaven in favour of her 
that by the obſervation; of, chaſtity.; and other, con- innocence, after preferring death and temporal in- 
Jugal reſtrictions, you Not acknowledge him. for famy to the loſs of her conjugal faith. Ah! It 
the Pure and Chyſte, Spi it he 185 Another end Was becauſe the 'firf? forgot, while the ſecond never 
then which married pero ought to. purſue 1 loſt ſight of, that other great End for which Mar- 
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| Gon, to give you an idea of 


| eir CONVE; Tage was inſtituted,” that 75, to be à remedy againſt 
in the purity. of their conduct to, each-other the the hateful confuſion of irregular and promiſcuous 
ſpotleſs purity of the Go wha gute Pere How concupiſcence, | Marriage is a great and holy ſacta- 
wide then are thoſe Chriſtians from entering this ment appointed by God, not for a ſcreen, but for 
ſacred end of Marriage, who carry their mi aken a curb to any variety of libidinous purſuits. And 
fondneſles for each-other to ſuch indecent liberties no longer than this End is kept in view by Man and 
as Modeſty muſt even bluſh to think of, as contt- WI , ho lon er can fidelity, peace, or grace, abide 
nent Heathens muſt bluſh, to commit, and as ſavour Wit them. From the moment that either loſes 
more of palliated praſtitution than the religious rites fight of this end, 'what nameleſs indiſcretions wil 
of a Chriſtian ſacrament... ; h Ghriftians, married Hot enſue ? And if Theſe are not carried to the 
Chriſtians ! Remember, that there is a cotyugal moſt criminal lengths; what jealouſies, at leaft, - 
- modeſty as well as a conjugal charity required of Will they not create in the breaſt of the oppoſite 
vou, without which no ſanctification can be attain'd party! And Peace ever departs by the ſame door, 
by you, Nous very Fre fondneſs cannot ſubſiſt through which Jealouſy enters. at feuds then, 
1. 


repreſent, in the holineſs of; their converfation a 


long, and the Ho holt will not delight to reſide | What endleſs Strife, and irretmediable diſorders in 
with you, | *< 5 Salt a this life, and what ji reparable damnation in the 


The Third Eud to 1 in Marriage is the next, muſt not n themſelves for, who 
wirtuous Propagation ot N nkind, by a chaſte 12 invett the ſacred, parpoſes of this holy Inſtitute, by 
creation of children, with the ſublime and Chriſtian making that a cover for lawlefs leudneſs which was 
view, that, by this means, a full Church may be intended by Gon, and ought to be ufed by men, as 
gather'd on earth and continued from age to age, a bridle to their 1icentious appetites! Look round | 
$9 know and ſerve. GoD, by the Miniſtry of "the the world, confite all'hiſtorians' ſacred and profane; 
Goſpel in this life, and to ſir and celebrate his are! yp will find, that this criminal forgetfulnel“ 
.pnaile/to eternity in the next: Lis ſacred purpoſe has been the fatal caufe of the moſt important mi- 
the young Tobiab had in view, when married to his chiefs, Which have de fallen huma n nature. It u WAN 
Virgin Bride. Lord, thou 72 1 ſays he, bat probably This wHlctr Tay'd the world under water; 
not for feſbly luſt do I take ny fer to wife, but this was the firſt ſtep to the ruin of Sodam. This 
only, fer. the love e poſterity, in, which thy name buty'd Troy in it's own aſhes ; ſubverted the Mo- 
may be let for ever.and ever. * And This even narchy of Rene: And without rurfhing ſo far back Wl 
Plato, tho but a; Heathen cold ſee the decency, inſtances of the evils it has caufed, it was owing WY 
neceſſity and advantages of Jo well, that he lays,it to nothing more than the want of keeping this end Wl 
down as an eſſential duty in Marriage :“ Let this, of trarriage in view, that One of our own wretched Wl 
e ſays be, be the chief conſolation in Marriage: Princes, 5 gave the mortal blow o Religion in t WY 
Ihis the main ſtudy and care of wedded people, unhappy Nation, and open'd the floodgates of he- 
<< to perpetuate human nature; that leaving chil- rely, intidelity and Atheiſm, which have now almet Wn 
„ „ drenottheirchildren, theſe may ſupſtitüte in their Over wWhelm'd this miſerable land. = | 
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E places, faithful ſervants and adorers of God foxe- = Soy has in eparably join'd Man and Wife, that 
er.“ Again,“ It is the duty of parents, "Ly _ they may uche as, well. as beget children, and 
* to beget and educate children, who, may hand may be mutual y affiſtant. and conſdfing to each- Wl \ 
| « down life to poſterity like a reſplendent lamp; other. Brutes are incapable of Reafor, Virtue ad WW + 
„4 that there may never be wanting Some of their Grace; and therefore, once they are begotten and Wl , 
„ race,. praiſing and honouring GoD, in the ob- rear'd to an age to provide for their hunger, Prov" Wl \ 
4 ſervance of his Laws.” O my Gon is it poſ- dence has thought fit to permit, that the brutes who 
ſible, that ſentiments ſo worthy of perfect Chrifti- begot them ſhould not only loſe all tenderneſs r We 
ans, ſhould flow from the uninſpired pen of a Pa- them, but even all knowledge of them. But it“ k 
n. Or ſhall it be ſaid, that a Heathen has. given « quite otherwiſe with Mankind: Their Offspring, 1 
| bach a leſſon of perfection as thy profeſt ſervants as well as themſelves, are endow'd with Reaſon and 
want the heart to practice? at Freewil, 
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Job's? * hey” ma | 
Sy | will, to know and ſerve their Maker; and are 
t the 2 "7 nie Grace and Charity to love and invoke 
ng his in. How'then, as St. Paul obſerves, * ſball they in- 
adul- ole in bim whom they have not believed? Or how 
it the Ball they believe bim whom they bave not beard?” 
f her 4 bow ſball they bear without a Preacher © For 
al in-. o' Gop has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf to 
h1 It Ilan, by the means of his Church; yet has he not 
1 Mhought it neceſſary to make himſelf known, by 
Mar- Immediate Revelation, to particulars. The proper 
gainſt Pp nowledges of a Chriſtian then muſt be acquired — 
e Chriſtian Education. And who fo proper to inſtill 
It hat education by Precept and Example, into chil- 
ut for Aren from their carlieft infancy, as the parents 

Ald 1 Pho inſtill'd life into them? This then is the Fifth 
u and nd which Married Chriſtians ought to purſue in 
abide he holy State of wedlock: | x 
e- Tze Laſt and greateſt of all is, that they may 
$ wil mutually conſole, aſſiſt, and encourage one- another, 
the J amidſt the difficulties and labours of temporal life, 
leaſt, dut more eſpecially in the conſtant ſtruggles after 
doſite eternil felicity. fr cannot then be anſwering the 
door, deſign of Gov in rendering Man and Wife inſepa- 
then, Frable for life, for them to live in ſtrife, enmity, 
8 malice, fractiouſneſs or untowardneſs with one-ano- 
1 the cher. No: the love and harmony of Man and 
who Wife ought to be reciprocal, ardent, pure and un- 
e, by RT changeable like that of Chriſt and his Church. 7 
was ll, ſays St. Pavri, + that the men pray in every 
en, a5 ¼ Place: lifting up pure bands without anger and dif- 
ound buting: But as becometh good huſbands likewiſe, 
fan; fays St. PzTER, t dwelling with their wives ac- 


= cording to knowledge, as to the weaker feminin veſ- 


Uneſ⸗ 8 
miſ⸗ 9 el imparting bonour, as it wat, to the cobeirs alſo 
t was 


„/ the grace of life, that your prayers be not bin- 
ater ; I == der'd. Men Ach are 8 lov wel cheriſh their 
This A = wives, to compaſſionate them and bear with their 
Mo boibles, as of the weaker veſſels: Men inſtead of 
back WR defpiſing or ill- uſing their wives, on account of 
wins ui their weakneſs, are to regard them with honour, 
$ end as coheirs and fellow ſtrugglers with them in grace 
tched and eternal life: Nay more, they are never to diſ- 
1 turb, by brutal anger, and broils, that peace of 
F he- mind and heart which is ſo neceſſary to qualify 
Imoſt themſelves and their wives for the duty of incef- 


fant prayer. Men love your wives and be net bit 


"that ter towards them, ſays the Apoſtle d. 8s. 99 
.4hd Here, Husbands, is a poſitive Precept for you 
each- without exceptions. Whatever faults then your 
e and wives may haye, you are bound to love them. 
h and Whatever proyocations they may give you, nothing 
ov will ever juſtify your treating them with bitterneſs. 
, who 22 to reclaim them, hen greatly faulty, you 
(s for may and ought. But even That muſt be done net 
it 1s with ſeyerity but with tendetrneſs; not with ma- 
rin roſe and rude treatment,” but with gentlenefs and 
will 1 Ti. 1. 1 ever iii. 


Can, iii. 


— 
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ſweetneſs; not in hatred or indifference, but with. 
an ardent and generous affeQion, free from diſſimu- 
lation, compulſion or idle jealouſies, and with a rea- 
dineſs of ſoul to lay down your lives for their ſalvati- 
on. Huſbands love your wives, ſays St. PAUL, *® as 
Chriſt alſe loved the Church, and deliver'd bimfelf 
for it, that be might ſandify it. Chriſt loved his 
Church, and how did he expreſs his love ; by cru- 
elty and ſeverity? No: but by the utmoſt ſigns of 
tenderneſs; by pouring forth his precious Blood for' 
it's ſanQtification, and cheriſhing it in holineſs, like 
his own body. So ſays our Apoſtle, + ſo alſo men 
ought to love their wives as their! own bodies. 

In this, O Husbands, you will. find your own' 
intereſt, if you allow yourſelves time to refle 
Once married you are inſeparable for life, and how-- 
ever indifferent you may grow to each-other, to 
whatever diſtance. you may remove your dwellings. 
your intereſts are forever ſo indiviſibly link'd; that 
it is impoſſible Either thould enjoy perfect peace 
without the Other's ſharing in it. Your mutual 
happineſs then eſſentially depends on your mutual 
union of ſoul. You cannot hate or ill-treat each- 
other without hating and ill-treating yourſelves. 
He that loweth bis wife, louetb himſelf f ſays St. 
Faul. Can,you then, you who are generally ſo- 
very fond ot. yourſelves, he fuch traitors to your” 
own — as not to uſe all your induſtry to ſup- 
port this conjugal love towards the inſeparable part- 
ners of your pleaſures and pains? No Man, ſays 
the ſame divine writer, f ever bated bis own flefb 
but nouriſbetb and cheriſheth it as alſo Chriſt tbe 
Church. Men then, be wile, be friends to your- 
N love your wives as Cbriſt alfa loved: the” 

urch.. 

But then it. behoves you, O Wives, Gop ex- 
pects it of you, to give your Huſbands a helping. 
hand. Let woman, ſays St. PAUL, || be ſubjed to 
their husbands as te our Lord. Becauſe the man is* 
the bead of the woman, as Chriſt is the bead of the" 
Gburch. Subjection then is your duty. But what 
kind of dubjection? Not a Subjection of meannels,, 
ſervitude, or ſlavery: No; but. a Subjection of love. 
Not a love dictated by wantonneſs, intereſt, or abjedt 
fear; but a love inſpired by 2 holy fear of Gop,, 
mote than of your huſbands; aud ſupported by ſuch 
a Chaſtity, Tenderneſs and unteignu'd fanctity of 
Mannets, as may, iby degrees, win over, to Go 
and to yourſelvts thematt re prubate of Huſbands. In 
ſucb mania r, fayn gt. Prerx, er aun en be fub-- 
feet to their: busbandi; that, I an bebeve wet the” 
aword,,' by, the canuerſatian of the wamson, . without- 
ithe ward, they may be ten-. PER: 48-2 
In ſhort, men and wives, to attain this deſirable 
lend; at marriage, van ſhould make it our qoint 
qcerpawaldiruggle, as the Prince of the Apoſtles ad- 

= Ertehanyy. 5+: 144, £4 Epb4/cam 7. 9 Lid. 
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viſes you, * to be all of one mind, having compaſſion 
for — kh of e — 91 
modeſt, bumble: Not contending with One- another 
for · the laſt word, not rendering evil for evil, nor 
eurſe for curſe : but contrariwiſe bleſſing : For ro 
THIS END ARE YOU, CALL'D THAT YOU MAY 
BY INHERITANCE POSSESS A BENEDICTION, It 
is to the want of this Chriſtian conduct in married 
Catholics, we muſt impute it, that ſo very few con- 
verſions are made, of heretic huſbands, by Catholic 
wives and the reverſe. For whatever latent diſpoſiti- 
ons ſuch unbelievers may have, what room is there 
to hope that they can eve be brought over to the 
pure Faith of Chriſt, when that Faith is brought 
into contempt, with them, by the profeſſors of it? 
St. Paul indeed f tells us, that the unbelieving man 
4s ſanctiſied by the faithful woman, and the unbe- 
lieving woman, by the faithful huſband. But this 
can only be underſtood where the faithful are ſo in 
practice as well as belief. For what encouragement 


20 embrace Catholic Religion, can thoſe married 


Heretics or Infidels have, from their Catholic con- 
ſorts; who ſee them as faulty and irregular as them- 


ſelves, abandon'd to the ſame intemperance, indevo- 


tion, love of ſtrife and contradiction, as themſelves ; 
no mare patient, pious, zealous nor ſanctified, than 
themſelves ; if not often, perhaps, immerſed in ſuch 


vicious Indecencies as moral Pagans would ſcorn to 


You then, O dearly beloved Catholics, who 
actually are join'd in wedlock with heretics, know, 
that you are indiſpenſably bound to labour for the 
converſion of your conſorts by the piety of your ex- 
ample! And you, who are coupled with catholics, 
know you not, that you are to anſwer, Soul for 
Soul, for each-other? How greatly then muſt it not 
behove you to promote each-other's ſanctification; 
that in the mutual ſalvation of one-another you may, 
each, ſecure dere own | It either party of you coke. 
iy followed the leſſons of patience, meekneſs, cha- 
rity, fidelity, and chriſtian piety taught you by 
the Church; you could not fail of working upon 
the other, in time, and winning your partner in 
life to be your rival in And who is it can 
Burt you, if you be emulators of Good ? ſays St. 

. Peter. 5 Once you enjoy a perfect Chriſtian Har- 
mony n yourſelves, and know no other. ſtrife than 
which ſhall excell the other in the duties of your 
Nation; You can have nothing to fear in the other 
world, and no great evils to ſuffer in this. And 
tho* you ſhould be haraſs'd with frequent ſickneſſ- 
es, ſoſſes, oppreſſions, hard uſage, or any other ex- 

ternal evils; they will only, like random darts, fall 

Whizzing round you, without the force to reach 
oor hearts, if theſe be but fortified with mutual 

ove, and Chriftian Peace. Suffer you may in 

f 11 Se, Peter ij. f 1 Cur. vii. 
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On the Third SUNDAY 


Body ; but #t is better as our Princely Apoſtle ſays, 
* to ſuffer as doing well ( if the will of Go will 
have it ſo) than doing ill: and why but becauſe * 
the ſweet repoſe of conſcience which attends the 
ſocial love of married Chriſtians, who walk in 
fear of Gop, is capable alone of lifting their ſouls 
above the miſeries which their bodies feel. 


IT. Thus, wedded Chriſtians, thus plainly have 
you yourſelves the power in your hands eo remedy, 
with the aſſiſtance of Gop's co-operating grace, the 
worſt of evils you complain of in the marriage-ſtate. 
Think not then to throw the blame on Go, if 
your calamities encreaſe. Think not to ſcreen your 
guilt, or palliate that uncleanneſs whence your mi- 

ries low, by indolently crying out, with our le- 
— Lord! if thou wilt, thou can't make me clean, 

o, no: © If you will not lay hold of my graces; 
* Your perdition is from yourſelves, ſays the Lord; on 
* + be but as willing to be cured, as I am to cure 
* You; and the affair is done; your relief is your * 
* own. 4 will. Be thou, every married perſon, 
« Be thou made clean,” It is even ſo, Chriſtians ; it 
is even as St. Auguſtin very wiſely remarks, © That 
* gracious Gop who created us without us, who 
« redeem'd us without us, will not ſave us with- 
* out us.” His grace indeed is ever at your call. 
Make uſe of it then to practice the means and pur- 
ſue the ends which I have here pointed out to you, 
and you ſhall ſee all the miſeries you complain of 8 
converted into bleſſings. You ſhall ſoon be con- 
vinced that the cauſe of them is in yourſelves, and 
the cure greatly ſo too. x 


There are however many great and grievous obC- 
ſtacles, which muſt be firſt removed before you can 
attain to this exalted purpoſe. And theſe, to avoid of [ 
being irkſome, I ſhall deter the laying before you til! 
next Sunday. Inthe.mean time therefore, you who 
have hitherto fulfill'd the duties of this holy ſta- 
tion, return your Maker thanks for giving you his 
ace to do ſo; Go on: Improve that grace; emu- 
ate the better gifts ; 1} and try to carry your emu- 
lative progreſs to perfection. And if there be any 
couple here among you, who have hitherto fallen 
from the dignity of married Chriſtians ; make uſe 
of all the interim to riſe again : Cry not ſupinely 
indolent, to GoD, Lord! if thou wilt, thou can 


make me clean. But co-operating with the graces Wl Nat 
offer'd you, be your own phyſicians and be mace by 
clean. Apply to the holy euchariſt that ſource of — 
graces for aſſiſtance to fulfill the duties you have 4 
hitherto neglected. Be reconciled : Forgive, and - 
even ſtudy to forget each-other's paſt miſtakes: — 
oin hands and hearts with the ſame fervor, a5 if ; ho 
it was the morning of your nuptials; and for the * 
future 1 


, + Hoſea xiii. f 1 Cor. li. 


* 


ays, © A 
ture let your ſouls 8 

© this day forth let all your contention be a noble, tru- 
iy Chriſtian ſtruggle, which ſhall arrive the firſt at 


the perfection of conjugal fidelity, of mutual defe- 


look forward. In ſhort from 


rence, tenderneſs and love. Such was the bleſſed 
union of Iſaac and Rebecca, of Jacob and Rachel, of 
the holy St Jeſepb and his immaculate ſpouſe. Such 


\ 
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is the harmony of Chriſt and his Church. Such 
then, O married Chriſtians, let yours be : 'That of 
militant members of his Church upon aged += 
may be made triumphant citizens in heaven, and be 


crown'd with immortal glory in each-other's ſocie- 
ty, while God is Gop. Which, In the Name, &c. 


8 E R 


50 St. MATHEW viii. 24, 25, 26. 
* A And Lo! A great tempo aroſe in the ſea, ſo that 


the boat was cover'd with waves, but. Ixsus 


= ſlept. And bis diſciples came to bim, and raiſed 
call him ſaying : _ us : We periſh. And be 

g ay'th to them: Why are ye fearful, O ye of lit- 
2 le faith? Then riſing up be commanded the 
age ? winds and the ſea, and there enſued a great calm. 
con- Wide ocean indeed, Chriſtians, is the world 
ane we are in, almoſt continually agitated with 


4a ftorms, and never free from — even in the 
A ſeemingly moſt ſettled calms: A dangerous ſea, a- 


RE like ſo many giddy cock-boats toſt and re-toſt this 
way and that, forever in motion, yet ſeldom or ne- 
ver advancing towards reſt, are always overwhelm'd, 
or threaten'd to be fo, with ſome raging waves of 
' tribulation or other. Of all the tempeſts, how-' 
ever, which batter the miſerable barks of human 
nature, there are none ſo ſevere, none ſo wrecking, 
= none ſo black with horror, or ſo big with deſtruc- 
tion, as the ſtorms which ariſe from matrimonial 
diſagreements. ''The unhappy pairs, who are over- 
taken by theſe, are very ſeldom able to ride through 
them in ſafety: And if there be, here and there, a 
chriſtian couple, who, with long ſtruggling, fortu- 
— Og er the fury of them; They almoſt ne- 
ver fail to bring with them into the barbowr: all the 
diſtreſsful proofs of a miſerable wreck. But ah 
how much the major part piteouſly periſhing in the 
hurricane, may — out in the words of the PSAL- 
MIST : am ſtuck faſt in the mire of the deep: And 
there is we gots, I am come into the depth of 
the ſea, and a tempeſi bas averwbelm'd me. And 
Vor. I. | | 


midſt the fluctuating viciſſitudes of which, our hearts, 


* 


ſlept. 
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where is the wonder? The major part of married 
Chriſtians, if they do (as it is to be hoped they do) 
carry JEsus with them in the ſacramental graces 
they ſet out with, in embarking in wedlock ; too 
generally do they lull him aſleep to their ſuccour, 
in time of need, by the little attention and regard 
they pay to him. And therefore, carrying with 
them the matter of their miſery, well may they 
expect to be ſurpriſed by ſuch ſtorms as, widening 
them more and more from ſecurity, draw them near- 
er and nearer to the deſtruction they are big with. 
Alas poor heedleſs Mortals ! How like are they not 
thus far to the diſciples in this goſpel, who, carry- 
ing with them in 8 the pledge of all 
ſafety, nevertheleſs lull'd him aſleep to their dan» 
gers, probably, by not keeping themſelves ſuffici- 
ently awake to the bleſſing ot his divine Preſence 
with them? And therefore, Le! ſays our Evange- 
liſt, @ great tempeſt aroſe in the ſea, ſo that the boat 
was cover'd with waves : But Jxsus all the while 
So far indeed they-themſelves were the au- 
thors of the terrors and troubles which. overtook 
them. But: If their folly in this was great, their 
wiſdom in repairing that folly was ſtill much great- 
er. If their indolent neglect of Chriſt's preſence 
plunged them into diſtreſs; the induſtry, with which 
they afterwards rouzed him to their relief, reſcued 
the n again out of diſtreſs. And the diſciples came 
to bin, ſays St. Marnzw, and raiſed bim ſaying: 
Lord ſave us: we periſh. And what was the conſe- 

uence? Why our Divine Lord, after rebuking them 
for their faithleſs indolence in diſregarding his pre- 
ſence, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little Faith? To 
reward their induftry in returning to him, riſing up 
he commanded the winds and the $ 5; and there en Au- 


ed à great calm. O Chriſtians married i 
ans 
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ans! O! would you but be as earneſt to imitate 
the Diſciples im one partof thei? conduct, as, fear, 
vou have been; to imitatè them in the other; 
would you but copy their induſtry in co-opefating 
witir the gracks of /Chrift, as y9u have copied their 
indolence in th neglect of thoſe'igrices 3 how foon 
wiul$the mitrimonial ſtor ms blow over; which how 
oppreſs yau! How ſoon would there not enſue a 
great calm! For ah! Believe me: the miſeries, 
you groan-under in marriage, are, in great me a- 
ſure, of your own ſeeking; and may be, by the 
help of grace, in your own power to remove. 
'This is the ſum of what I mean at preſent to convince 


vou of, by laying before you, according to promiſe, | 


L The main obſtacles, which Satan endeavours 
to throw in your way to the deſirable ends of 
marriage, mention'd in my former Sermon : 
Obſtacles which merit all your ſtudy to re- 
move, if you wiſh to be put in peaceful poſ- 
ſeſſion of the advantages of Wedlock. And to 
2 the reflection on theſe obſtacles uſeful, [ 
bull ſbeto you; in be ſame point of view,” 
Fe Pi fa pint of i, 

II. The prudential means to ſurmount them. 
" 1 j WW U9 0 VI. 


. en nn ee 1 ITT een: 
Thou, gracious Gop ! Thou Pattern, Source, 
and Lover of all harmony! Aſfiſt me with per- 
e ſüaſien: That what I | 
the good of this thy people, may not be loſt in 
r fruitleſs ſpeciation; but, through the fettil ope- 
« ration of thy grace, infuſed into the hearts of all 
my hearers, be'confirm*d by faithful practice.“ 
doe eee neee eee 
I. There is no ſtate or duty in life, which man 
can be engaged in, no calling 16 ſacred, but that pro- 
feſt enemy of human nature, the devil, will make us 
per vert if he can. Y et is he a mere impotent ſnarler; 
Who ſet him bark ever ſo loudly at us, cannot bite 
us Without Out bwn conſent; and has no power to 
prevail over us, but what we- ourſelves are fooliſhly 
pleaſed to compliment him with. Indeed ſome- 


times, for a trial or purification of us, Gop does 


give him a degree of power to harraſs our bodies: 
ut our lives and our fouls he has placed beyond his 
reach, as long as we will but reſolve to keep them 
When the fiend was ſolliciting the Al- 
mighty for the liberty to torment his feichkul ſer- 


vant Jon; Our Lord ſaid to Satan, Behold be i3 


ity" hand, do' what thou wilt to his body, but | 


Jet ſade Br life: Leſt the greatneſs of his Revela- 
trons” ſhould extol the Grand-Apoſtle of the Cen- 
tier, de was partly deliver'd into the hands of the 
Prince of darkneſs * There was given to me, ſays 
he, An Angel of Satan, to buffet nie. And the 
three times he pray'd to his heavenly Lord to be 

Lob. Cb. i. 1 +2 Cu. Kli. SY OY” T A 
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On the Fourth SUNDAY 


er, fol W and 


deliver'd from this infernal Spirit, What comfort 
did he 4 ive 4 Pu py 3 7 r 


the Lord, Be net 
4 Afraid. It is not in the 8 wer of Sat "a e thee, * 


& while A is in thee. For 5 grace + 
then may Salas 


ſnarf and park, and ſhew his teeth: His utmoſt tage 


can never reach to hurt us, while we preſerve the 
Grace of Gov unſullied in our hearts: That grace 
alone ſufficeth us; and 'tis our fault, and no-one*; 
fault but ours, if, by conſenting togive up that grace, 
we put ourſelves into his power. While we are 
happily poſſeſt of that, we may bid all the powers of 
Hell defiance: But from the inſtant that deſerts 
us; the Devils reign begins; And 'tis no wander, 
that, under his tyrannic ſway, the very means of 
our Salvation ſhould Wee . ſeal of our dãmna- 
tion. What richer ſource of graces has Gop be- 
ſtow'd on man, than the moſt venerable Euchariſt. 
Eleven out᷑ of twelve of Chriſt's Apoſtles found it 


1 


by 8 


e View, in ere l 8 


„ his 2 over you is abſolute; for want 
drace in you, which alone can enable 


3891 9 — —— 4 1 
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What happineſs temporal and eternal, what graces 


and bleſſings, might it not lay a foundation for | 
But, many of you are long ſince engaged in Wed- 
lock; and therefore you'll ſay, this advice is too late 
for ydu. No, Beloved, it is not too late. If any of you 


unhappily are in à ſtate of mortal ſin, there is {till time 
for confeſſion and repentance ; if you will but ſeize 


| the time e'er it flips. There is {till time to repair 


all your former miſtakes in wedlock ;, if you will but 


15 lay hold on the grace which Gop offers you. But 


then have a care of delays; have a care of reject- 


ing or putting off the inſpiration, which Heaven 


this minute ſends you; leſt it ſhould never ſend 


=: 4 
4 3 
. 

. 


MF you another, but leave you forever in the power of 

© Satan, and give you up to all the diſorders the fiend 
may lead you into. 
© pediment has not yet ſtood in your way; there are 


owever, if happily this im- 


{till many others which tend to it and muſt be re- 
moved; if You mean not to fall into the clutches of 
this ſubtil enemy, one time or other, by deviating 


from the great ends of your holy Station. Hear 


then and I will ſhew, who are they over wbom the 
Devil can prevail. What I have already ſaid ren- 


ders it needlels to tell You, that they.are all ſuch as 


the fiend can perſuade to part with 1 This 
then ſuppoſed let us deſcend to particu ars. Grace 
and every. other virtue, eſpecially in à Marriage- 
State mull be eſſentially ſupported by theſe, four 
noble habits," Prudence, Tuſtice, Fortitude, and 


7 2? 


Temperance 3, and there! ore, whatever married per- 
ſons commit any eſſential breach of theſe, they im- 
mediately ſink into a Mlaviſh ſubjeQion to Solan, 
in-as-much-gz, by wholly parting with one of theſe, 
they exclude Gop from their hearts and minds, and 
fall the miſerable dupes of their lawleſs paſſions, 
They, ſays our Angelic Tutor, who ſp receive Ma- 
trimony. that they exclude God 


from their 1 e fo give-ub eee to they 


luſts as, Sore 48d Mus abirh fave ne; underflan 
ing, over them the devil bath power. T My, 
4 need er u, Beloved, what habits are 
theſe I am ſpeaking gf. They. arp will ne 
you by the name of, Cer inal. Virtues ; Son call d 
becauſe, once our ſouls are cue by grace and, 
the gifts of Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe are as 
they were, the hinges and main ſprings of motion 
* Tobiah vi. f Ibid. 


rom themſelves and, 
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vou to reſiſt him. What then, O Chriſtiane, have 
ſuch of you, as are about entering into the Marri- 
age - State, to do, but to recur to the aſſiſtance of 
® Go, to riſe from a State of mortal ſin, if you are 
in it, by means of the holy Sacraments of Confeſ- 
ſion and Communion ? Ol] of what infinit ſervice 
might not a general Confeſſion prove on ſuch an oc- 
cCaſion! What lights might it not afford the parties 
© engaging, towards the perfect knowledge of them- 
© ſelves and their future chriſtian conduct in life 


wry dd o ww ene ohh ht 2atwnt 2 
— . 1 other virtue peculiar. to out ſeveral. flati 
ons. A door well hung on its hinges. moves regu- 
lar and eaſy ; which, once off the hooks, loſes the 
uſes of a door: and the virtues of a Chriſtian are 
45 ſuch, when equally poiſed and influenced 
y Prudence, Fuſlice, Fortitude and, Temperance ; 
but degenerate into vices, if the ballance be de- 
ſtroy'd by the want of any one of theſe. 
One of the firit obſtacles to nuptial happineſs 
then is the vice oppoſit to the firſt of theſe Cardinal 
Virtues. You will eaſily gueſs that I mean, Indi/- 
cretion. But there are many indiſcretions which 
married people are too often apt to run-into, and 
by which they too often obſtruQ the purpoſes th 
ought to purſue in Wedlock; for want of conſi- 
dering, that, tho? every indiſcretion.is not in itſelf. à 
crime, yet moſt, indiſcretions, if not ſtopt in their 
progrels, may. end in criminal conſequences. G 
amiliarity between man and wife is not of itſelt 
an abſolute crime : Yet how. many, crimes is it not 
too often the fatal parent of? What is it which firſt 
creates a mutual liking in two ſingle perſons z, what 
is it cheriſhes that liking into love, and kindles love 
at length into the defire of poſſeſſing each-ather for 
life; but a certain tenderneſs of condeſcendeney, a de · 
cency of carriage tawards one- another, actuated by 
ſuch a reſpeQtul fear of offending, free from- affec+ 
tation, as love alone can be the parent and child of? 
Surely then the ſame principles which produced 
love before marriage, cannot, but be the moſt, pru- 
dential means of ſupporting and, augmenting it in 
marriage? It cannot then but be a very dangerous 
indiſcretion, in married petſons to. give into too fa- 
miliar a treatment, one of the other, as they too ot 
ten do: In fact, nothing more common. No ſoon- 
er is, their marriage conſummated, than they throw 
aſide all reſtraint : This throws them off the guard; 
which decency, requires them always to be;;upons 
and by ſo doing, ſets all their foibles in ſueh full 
glare as ſeldom fails, by little and little, to diminiſh 
the reſpectful eſteem they conceived for each other. 
before they were, ſo, well, acquainted... Whereas 
would they but keep up, after, marriage, that eaſy 
good-breeding, that modeſt reſpecꝭ, and tender cm. 
plaiſance for each-othex, which they. found it ſo ea: 


t 


ſame Chriſtian motive they did it with then, of: 
ought to, have done it 


mon might they not enjoy for life!: 
I muſt. know. very little of human life, could I be; 
abſurd nough to mean by;this, that man and wife 


are to keep each-other at any ceremonial. diſtance; 
* inßipic affeQatians, of formality or ſtiffneſs. 
hat would he putting married: folks to the erueb 


dile ima ot. a man at ſea T educed | to, leap from the 
fir . But ſurely, there is a medium 


e into the flood. medium 
* and + between the ſtupidity of 
L 2 an 


ob: Preſerve in courtſhip 3, and, would do ſo with; | 
how uninterrupted! a har- f 


an affected ſtiffneſs, and the levity of a boundleſs 
familiarity. It is hard to ſay, which of theſe is 
moſt dangerous: The one is apt to beget diſlike, the 
other indifference ; and both tend to the ſame un- 
unhappy conſequences in the end, which are conten- 
tion, hatred and their miſchievous attendants. Both 
then are vicious extremes and therefore to be avoid- 
ed; otherwiſe you run the riſk, married Chriſtians, 
of being number'd with thoſe who exclude Gob 
from themſelves. And over them, ſays the Angel, 
the Devil bath power. 

Make uſe then, of Prudence, Beloved, to lay hold 
on the happy medium of familiarity free from diſ- 
reſpect, of complaiſance diveſted of affectation or 
diſguiſe to each-other. Married perſons ſhould be 

rteQly free and familiar; nay ſtrictly intimate. 

ut then that freedom, that familiarity, that inti- 
macy muſt flow from a compleat union of ſouls ce- 
mented by the higheſt eſteem for each-other. And 
if you are thus united, as all married Chriſtians are, 
or ſhould be; your union will naturally dictate to 
you a mutual condeſcendency and tenderneſs ; and 
will make each cautious of doing or ſaying any thing 
which may beget the leaſt diſtaſte or uneaſineſs in 
the other. Away then with thoſe indiſcreet mean- 
- nefles of conſulting (either) your own eaſe at the 
expence of the other; of inſiſting upon trifles with 
one-another ; of contending for the laſt word with 
one-another. You are made for mutual help-mates 
to each-other, not for inſtruments of pain. Whe- 
ther a table be ſet at the right or wrong end of the 
room; whether your dinner be ready at one or at 
two ; whether in ſhort the winged creature, which 
hovers in the air be a thruſh or a black-bird, where 
is the mighty matter? And yet diſputes of no great- 
er importance have but too often fer man and wife 
at variance; and uſner'd- in ſuch criminal contenti- 
ons as have ended in nothing leſs than the total ruin 
of themſelves and their family. But can fuch pi- 
tiful trifles be of importance enough to deſtroy the 
ſolidity of conjugal happineſs ? Can rational Crea- 
tures and Chriſtians think it conſiſtent with their 
_ dignity or intereſt, temporal or eternal, meanly to 
turn their backs upon the invaluable bleſſings of 
peace to run in purſuit of the ſhadow of a ſhadow ? 
If, jointly engaged in an argument, you cannot a- 
— upon a concluſion: your mutual ſtruggle 
ould be, which ſhould firſt give it up. If the 


ſubject be a trifle; it is not worth your contending 


for; and, by giving up a trifle, You may gain 
your point another time in matters of greater con- 
ſequence. Or if that itſelf be of conſequence 
nuptial harmony is of ſtill greater weight, and there- 
fore to be prefer'd. If truth or reaſon ſeems to' lean 
on the other fide, it is raſhneſs in you to hold-out 


againſt it. Nay tho* you chance to have reaſon on 


your ſide; it is till wiſe to comply with the weak- 
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neſs of your conſort. 'There is a way, which pru- 
dence will teach, of giving up reaſon without con- 
tradifting truth. For tho' truth never muſt be con- 
tradited; yet decency may ſometimes require pati- 
ently to part-with a favourit truth, by ſilence, 
where the honour of Gop is not concern'd in our 
contending for it. A complaiſance of this nature 
may win your partner to pay a greater deference 
to your judgment, when he or ſhe comes to reflect. 
And this you are ſure of, that your compliance will 
root you the deeper in his or her heart, tho” the opini- 
on you give up ſhould be deem'd a weakneſs of head. 
It is better then to appear a fool, than be one: The 
height of wiſdom conſiſts in knowing, when to give 
. reaſon by it's own conſent : But it is the depth 
of folly to offend againſt the rules of reaſon by con- 
tending for it too long. See'/t thou a man, ſays the 
wiſeſt of Men, * /ee'/t thou a Man, who is haſty to 
ſpeak ? Folly is more to be expected than bis Amend- 


ment. It is then, Chriſtians, ae abſolute intereſt 


to have perpetual recourſe to Prudence to avoid eve- 
ry indiſcretign, which may in the leaſt obſtruct 
your way to the deſirable ends of marriage, by in- 
troducing ſuch criminal conſequences as ſhall ex- 
clude Gop from your hearts. For they, ſays the 
Angel, who { receive matrimony that they exclude 
Gop from themſelves, over them the Devil bath 
power. 

Prudence however will never preſide where Juſ- 
tice is excluded. You are both then eſſentially 
bound to reciprocal juſtice in all the demands you 
may lawfully have, either on the other. Let the 
Huſband, ſays St. Paul, render his debt to bis wife: 
and the wife alſo in like manner to her Huſband. + 
The debt, which St. Paul here ſpeaks of, cannot 


be refuſed by either, without a fin; except, as the 


Apoſtle ſays, by conſent for a time, t and then only 
to attend the more cloſely to prayer, and to ap- 
proach with greater purity to the holy Sacraments. 


And the reaſon the Apoſtle gives for it is, that neither 5 ; f 


may lay a ſnare in the other's way, by giving Satan 
room to tempt you to incontinency. It cannot then 
but be highly injurious to the oppoſit party, and 
conſequently offenſive to Gop, for either to defraud 
the other, from any motive of indifference, perſo- 
nal pique, or the criminal fear of having children. 
Children have ever been declared by Gop one of 
the chief bleſſings of a marriage-ſfate : And St. 
Peter ranks them among the chief means of falva- 
tion to married perſons. For fo this end are You 
call'd that, By INHERITANCE, you may poſſeſs a be- 


nediction. ꝙ But if continence in marriage becomes 


criminal when actuated by ſuch motives, how much 

more heinous muſt it not be for any poſitive inde- 

cencies to be committed, by either or both 
. Prov, xxix. + 1 Cer, vii, t Ibid. 
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parties to obſtruct this wiſe, great and holy end 
of wedlock! Yet, who am I talking to? Not to 
Jinfidels and reprobates, but to Catholics; and, I 
hope, good-ones. Why then ſhould Ieven hint at 
enormities, which very atheiſts would bluſh to ap- 
prove of? Let me then leave this ungrateful ſu 0 
ect, more proper for the province of a ſecret di- 
rector, than of a public preacher, to come to ſome 
of the other injuſtices, by which miſtaken Chriſti- 
ans are too apt to exclude Gop from themſelves in 
marriage, and in ſo doing to give the devil a power 
over them. 1 25 
It was formerly a received opinion among the 
. Pagan philoſophers, that matrimony was a hindrance 
to the progreſs of learning and wiſdom: But how 
groundleſs this opinion was, ſufficiently appears by 
their Almighty author's joining man and wife and 
0 giving them for help-mates to each- other. The au- 
= thor of all wiſdom thought it not good for man to 
3 de alone; Let us therefore, ſays he, make to bim a 
== help-mate like to himſelf. * And that they might 
be effectually ſuch to each- other, he appointed them 
their different provinces of action, by allotting, to 
the man, the labour and care to provide for the 
IX ſupport of his family with induſtry abroad; and 
= confining the woman to in-door ſollicitude. To la- 
bour abroad, ſays St. Fobn Chryſologus, “ is the 
XX © proper vocation of the men, as that of their 
TX © wives is the confinement of domeſtic affairs.” A 
huſband then cottiſhly prying into the province of 
his wife, cannot but be as prepoſterous a Figure, as 
a woman would make tranſacting the bufineſs of his 
traffic upon the exchange. And tho? the former 
be a more common ſight than the latter; it cannot 
be leſs odious to the party inſulted by it, for being 
familiar. Where fuch meameſſes then are prac- 
RX ticed, on either ſide, where either forget their ſepa- 
rate functions, to break-in upon the province of the 
bother; what can be expected to follow, but firſt 
== diſguſt, then broils, then diflikes, and finally hatred 
= with all the frightful train of difcord attending it? 
Tou, I know, will be mightily pleafed, O Wives, 
% to hear, that your Husbands are to provide for 
== your ſupport. But ought you not to be equally- 
ſed with the duty of providing for their eaſe ? 
it is an inſult they do you; to pry into your domeſ- 
tie office; is it not an injuſtice in you. ſo to neglect 
that office, as to make it neceſſary for them to add 
that aditional trouble to their other fatigues. While 
they are toiling abroad for your ſupport, is it not a. 
debt of juſtice you owe them, to toil at home for 
their refreſhment and ſolace againſt they return to. 
you? To what do all their labours tend, but to 
IN your Children in affluence? If then» 
you ſhould fookfhly labour to reduce them to beg- 
gary, by ſquandering the fruits of their labour, in 
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apparel unbecoming your ſtation or cireumſtance, or 
in — other extravagant impertinences to trick- up 
yourſelves or otherwiſe gratify your Pride and Folly; 
can you be honeſt to them, or be poſſeſt of any love 
for them? Do you know what achings of Head and 
Heart, what wearineſs of limbs they endure, to 
acquire the ſubſtance they bring home to fecure you 
from want and uneafineſs? What then can be a 
more cruel crying injuſtice, than for you to hazard 
reducing them to both, by rioting with the ſweat 
of their brow, or ſuffering their effect to diminiſh, 
through your ſlothful want of care and oeconomy? 
If they allow'd you not neceſſaries and convenien-- 
cies ; if they expoſed you to meanneſſes diſreputable 
to you and themſelves, by keeping you bare of mo- 
ney, when able to afford it you; yon might and 
ought to uſe every opportunity to make a prudent 
reſerve, to ſave their reputation and your own. 
But where they allow you reaſonable conveniencies, 
where they live in common with you, and give you 
free acceſs to their purſe as well as their heart, and 
they cannot well do the one without the other; where 
this is the caſe, I ſay, it is downright Barbarity 
as well as Injuſtice and Intemperance in you, to run 
into any expences which tend not to the mutual ad- 
vantage of both: And'every private Purſe is, in 
ſuch caſe, a private Robbery. It is true, his ſub- 
ſtance is rigorouſly yours; but ſurely he has a right 
to ſhare in it. If then he thinks not muck of acquir- 
ing that ſubſtance for you; You cannot, without 
injuſtice, think much of managing and preſerving 
that ſubſtance, for him to ſhare in it with-you; If he 
grudges not to bear the heat of the day to bring you 
home x ſuſtenance; how cruet would it not be in 
you, to grudge ſome pains to prepare a comfortable 
receptiorr for him againſt he comes home to you? 
Can it be right, think you, for you to leave your 
affairs at ſixes and ſevens, to ſpend of half of the 
day in the idle buſineſs of dreſs, the other half in 
more idle viſits, ind leave your husbands to the 
ſolitary comfort of returning from labour and care 
to the grating diſguſts of a diforderly Kouſe? On the 
contrary, ought you not rather to employ the chief 
part of your day in taking care to prepare; for his - 
coming, a clean warm and comfortable home; that 
in your reception he may find a relief from labour, 
in your tenderneſs a reſpite from Wearineſs and 
Pain, "and in your love an aſylum from care and 
vexation? This,” O married Females, is an abſo- 
late duty, every deficiency in which is a material 
obſtacle you muſt remove; if you mean to enjoy 
happineſs in wedlock, for any ſolfd duration: 
When TI talk: of the idle bufinefs of drefs, I can- 
not be ſuppofed to condemn your obſerving a neat- 
neſs. ant comeltmefs of attire, ſuclr as may render 
you graceful and captivating in the Eyes of your 
conſorts? for whom alone you: ſhould- aſſume alÞ 
Tous 


your graces. This is a part of prudence becoming 
the moſt virtuous women, who, c ing the 
natural fickleneſs, depravedneſs and love of novelty 
in the appofit ſex, ought to make uſe. of every 
innocent art to ſecure a huſband's virtue, by 
appearing with new graces before him, as much 
as poſſible. This even the oſtle not only recom- 
mends but enjoyns, * direQimg. Women to appear 
in comely attire, with modeſty and ſobriety adorning. 
themſelves. The Prince of Apoſtles is of the ſame 
mind; adding, for example to poſterity, the Inſtance 


of Sarab, who, with other buly.wwamen of the Old. 
Law, who truſted in Gon, /o ſametimes adorn'd 
ir own burbands.. 


themſelves, ſays he, ſulject. to 
+ It was then to make themſelves agreeable. to their 
Huſbands, that they ſpent ſome time in adorning 
themſelves ;. not, like ſome- of our modern Wives, 


” 


to pleaſe every one elſe but them. They deck'd 


themſelves as well as theſe, yet not in plaited bair, 
or gold, or precious ſtones, or gargeous' rel, 
like theſe ; but as St. Paul adviſes, in That which: 
becometh women: profeſſing. piety, by goed Works, $ 
There is then a wide difference between neatneſs 
and gracefullneſs of dreſs, and the vanity and 
fooleries of it. Perhaps, one of the grand —.— 
of all, to the continuation of happineſs in marriage 


is that: grand. miſtake which: but too many Women 


run into, ho, never dirty before marriage, are 
ſeldom or never compleatly neat in ĩt. Or, if they 
ſometimes are a little decent; it: is only when their 
huſbands are from home, or ſomebody of leſs im- 
portance to their happineſs. than their huſband is 
by. Hence often procceds the growing indifference, 
Which, with bleeding hearts, they frequently diſ- 
cover in a. Conſort, without being. able to ac- 
count. for the cauſe, for want of reflecting that their 
miſtaken neglect. is the canker-worm of that eſteem 
which their neatneſs gave birth to in his breaſt. Let 
ſurely there is a medium between ſuch extravagant 
negligence, and making the buſineſs of dreſs and gai- 
ety. the whole employment of life. There is ſure- 
ly a prudent mean between not dreſſing at all to 
pleaſe your husbands, and ſpending your whole 
time to the diſadvantage of them and your family, 
merely to glut vanity with univerſal admiration. 
But where am I ſoſt? I forgot I am talking to 
women of virtue, women of ſenſe, Chriſtian wo- 
men, who know how to keep the decorums of 
graceful decency, without prejudice to their more 
f rnaments of modeſty and piety. But is 
no fear, leſt your indiſcretion ſhould render 
your very piety a ſnare to you. If you do not 
waſte your time in dreſs; do you never negle& the 
duties of your family, for the lazy occupation of 
ill timed Prayer. Prayer is an excellent employ in 


1 Timoii 18. Pier il. 1 1 Tim; ii. 
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its proper times; but it has it's times: And there 


are other duties for you, of greater importance than 
being; oo on your knees. To hear Prayers on 
Days of Obligation, is an eſſential duty: And to 


hear them every day, if leifure will permit, is a 


grateful'devotion- to Gop. But to ſpend the whole 
morning at church and leave your houſe in confu- 
ſion, can it be true devotion ? No: tis downright 
iltufion.” Let women be ſubjeft to their bushands 
as to our Lord. Once then your devotions of 
precept are ſatigfied, you are to leave all other 
prayers and devotions, which interrupt the neceſſary 
management of your family, and ſubjection to your 
husbands. In pleaſing them for God's ſake, you 
honour our Lord. There is no Fortitude in pro- 
voking them to diſgrace and degrade themſelves, 
by ill- treating you and offending God, merely that 
you may attend to unſeaſonable Prayer. The För- 
titude required of your Sex in wedlock, is not the 
making your husbands moroſe, by neglecting their 
family or thwarting their Will, on purpoſe to bear 
with them. It conſiſts not in provoking, but in 
bearing with unprovoked ill ufage; in ſharing with 
them in the labours of life, in the induſtrious ma- 
nagement of their family, in the tender care of 
themſelves, and in the unwearied ſtudy to promote 
your mutual peace and happineſs. The woman of 
true Fortitulle in marriage is ſuch a valiant, prudent, 
juſt and temperate wife, as is defcribed' by the in- 
ſpired Author of the Proverbi. + It is ſhe, in a 
word, who; among many excellent qualities, is e- 
. remarkable for rendering Good and not 
vital} the days of her life. She. bath ſought won! 
and ſiax, and batb wrougot by the counſel of ber 
bands: Sbe batb confider”d tbe paths of ber houſe ; 
and-bath not eat ber bread: in idleneſs. In ſhort, 
to ſum up her praiſe in few words; - Strength and 
beauty is ber garment and ſbe ſball laugh in th# lat- 
ter day. Such then, married women, make it your 
ſtudy to become. For theſe are the ſure and only 
means to attain to the honours'and' advantages of 
the Marriage-State. 1 
Vou, O Husbands, I preftine,- are attentive e- 
nough to all this: It is needleſs for me to adviſe 
you to remind ybur wives: of theſe duties now and 
then- Y ou-youtfelves: will be ready enough, to 
twit them; hen yu think: there is occaſion, with 
what the Preacher has: told them. Yet if you 
will dare truſt to 4 friendly advice; before you 
do this; take care, They hade nothing to reproach 
you with. If you think it an injuſtice for your 
wives to ſquander, on trifles, that fubſtatice which 
you ought to ſhare with them, is it not full as groſs 
an injuſtice in you to laviſi that ſubſtance in drink. 
ing and other idle pleafures, if not vicious ones? 
You will tell me, perhaps, that you are the Lords and 
* Epheſians v. + Prov. xxxi 


Ma 


ſters; 
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4 lafters; and therefore 


EX conf 
1 what an unpardonable indignity is it not, to treat 


j ve à greater right to 
em. Alas, my Lords, I muſt call you fa! You 
get ſurely, how ſolemply you ſwore to your 
Ives, in marriage, to endow them with all your 
worldly goods. * that minute then they be- 
me cheirs; and therefore every conſiderable waſte 
& thoſe goods, every conſiderable alienation of them 
but perjury, per- 


rc them, 18, not only robbe 3 
ata kind er facrilege. What then hall we 


Ay of thoſe inſects without a name, who, not con- 
= with laviſhing the ſubſtance their waves 


| ave brought them, are mean enough to live by the 


Labour of Fhefe? Inſects I call them: For ſurely, 
| ae but one ſingle drop of the blood of a Man 
x'd with the lazy. puddle in their corrupted veins; 
ully ſcorn. to be maintain'd by 
omen, while they had lirabs. to labour for the 
rt of their wives and themſelves. nag they 
culd bluſh at the Stinging Ridicule of a So- 
REIGN LORD, in health and vigour, kept from 


y\ 


= 
- 


Starving by the Sweat of a W, oman-l aſſal's brow. 


But whither am I running? You, O Catholic 


Ilus bands! You, I hope, are none of you, capable 
gol the meanneſs of living on 


the ſubſtance of your 


wives, or alienating from them your own. Yet 


hat are they the better for all your oeconomy f 


It you are niggardly enough to reduce them, like 


ſervants or children, to the neceſſity of asking you 
for every ſhilling they want; it would be as well 
for them, that 
ſubſtance. Muſt your wives come cringing to you, 
whenever they want this necellar) | 
Pretty mothers yau have choſen for your children, 


ou had no oeconomy,. nor even 


eſſary trifle. or that 2. 


if they cannot govern a ſhilling? Pretty wives to 


intruſt your lives with, who may not be truſted 


with your purſe? Or, if they are worthy of your 
ence in thoſe matters of higher importance; 


them with ſuch diffidence and upgenerous coolneſs; 
in this! But, do you know What you are doing? 
You are aQing the devil's part by them) and plying; 
them with temptations to ſuch practices, as per- 
haps, if they were not exaſperated, their ſouls would 
bhor. There are few, women but have ſome: 
trifling ſecret; vanities; to ity,, which, for 
Jou, are better tg: be, i than obſtruct- 
ech z, tho! they cannot be. indulged without: 
ſome matter of money. And every, woman, who: 
has nat the virtue to bear with al want of this: ſort, 
will have art enough to ſupply her wants from one 
quarter, if ſhe: cannot from another. Fis your: 
own intereſt therefore to put her abave the neceſſi: 
2 ſeeking eſſevrhere, at your greater, coſt; what: 
has to exf ect at a leſſer. Away then for ſuame, 
Chriſtians, with ſuch littleneſſes of ſoul: unjuſtiſia- 
ble among, Chriſtiaus, inſupportable to your con- 
forts, and never. adyantageous; to yourſelves. Re 
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member, that, as you ought to have but one ſoul, 
fo ought you to have but one purſe and one intereſt. 
You, O men, have, by ſolemn vow, endow'd your 
wives with all your worldly goods ; and therefore 
ought you to make them equal ſharers in your 
pleaſures as well as = and to baniſh for ever thoſe 
chilling words, as St. Gregory calls them, mine and 
thine. For this deteſtable diſtinction in marriage 
is one of the great obſtacles to the glorious ends 
to be purſued in it. 

If you muſt be ſovereigns; aſſert your ſovereign- 
ty by exerting the ſuperiority of ſenſe, which you 

y yourſelves the compliment of claiming, not a 
4 of lungs or animal ſtrength. Iam rea- 
dy to ſubſcribe to your title of Lords and Maf- 
ters; if you can but reſolve to make this modeſt con- 
ceſſion, that your wives are miſtreſſes. I find no 
where, that they were intended your flaves. Gon 
gave them to you for help-mates: And if he took. 
not the woman from the head of the man, on pur-- 
po that ſhe might not controul but obey him; 

either did he take her from his feet but from his 
ribs, that ſhe might not be trampled upon, or treat- 
ed with, a ſubjection ob ſervitude, but be cheriſnhꝰd 
in his heart as his equal, and ſubject ta him only by 
the love his tenderneſs creates. 

Vour treatment of your wives then, O huſbands, 
if you mean to act not only as Chriſtians, but even 
as men, ought to beamicable and tender as becomes 
boſom-friends,. not ſavouring of. injurious tyranny. 
Be not, ſays the inſpired ſon of SxRACH, * ana: li- 
en in thy houſe, overthrowing. them of th houſbold, 
and, appreſſing ibem who are ſubjed to tbee. Away 
then with all paſſionate behaviour to them. Fury 
may be a perfection in a lion; but it is meanneſs fo 
foul in a man. Away with all opprobrious language; 
which, well-bred porters would: heſitate to utter. 
Love your. wives, ſays St. PAUL,. and be not bitter 
tawerd; them, + But dwell with them, as St: Peter 
directs you, according to Knowledge: 1 Remember, 
if you are to give laws to them, it is not to be as 
deipotic- ſovereigns to your vaſſals, but as the ſouls 


to the body, tied by a ſameneſs of affections and 


link' d by. inſeparable intereſts. If they have their 
faults; you have yours: And generally more nu 
merous and grievous ones. You expect them to 
bear with yours: It is but juſt then, that you ſhould 
exert yaur prudence, your fortitude and your tempe - 
rance. of. heat, to bear, with; theirs 2: And they are 
ſeldom mare: than feminine foibles: Learn then to 
— heir- weakneſſes, to the weaker femi- 
nine vellels impacting: honour: In this ſew you ſu- 
perior ſtrength and command: In this: place all your? 
pride; mindful, that they ate coheito with ou to- 
the Grace of life. Without doing thts, your cans 
* Erc/efiaſticuivs + Cdleffan iii. 
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never be qualified for praying to Gop : For your 
prayers are obſtructed by the excluſion of Gop 
from your minds and hearts. And they who fo re- 
ceive matrimony, ſays the Angel, that they exclude 
Gop from themſelves and their mind, over them the 
devil bath power. : | 

— the firſt founder of Rome, tho* a Pagan, 
tho? ftain'd with the blood of his own brother, was 


not ſo diveſted of all humanity as not to ſee the 


greater horror of a man's ill-treating his wife, and 
therefore laid this down as a law: © Every woman, 
« ſays be, lawfully join'd in wedlock with a man, 
js the partner of his fortunes and even of his reli- 
« giousrites.JAnd as he is the Lord of his houſe, ſhe 
« is the lady of it. Thelaws of nature have made 
all things common to both; and therefore, the wo- 
man can receive no injury but what muſt affect the 
huſband. And juſtice then requires, O huſbands, 
that inſtead of injuring and oppreſſing them Tour- 
ſelves, you ſhould guard them from every injury 
and violence; them whom you received at the al- 
tar; them, whom you have taken from their na- 


tive home; from their every friend, and from eve- 


other means of ſuccour, to ſupply the place of 


all and to be yourſelves their only refuge, com- 


fort, ſupport and defence. This you promiſed in 
marriage; and for this, did they conſent to leave fa- 
ther and mother, and all, which before was near 
and dear to them, to cleave to you. It was this 
conſideration doubtleſs which moved Ariſtotle to 
treat as barbarians, all thoſe who put their wives 


upon a level with ſervants. How then muſt we re- 


gard him, who ſhall take a ſervant's part againſt a 


wife; and even encourage his children or domeſtics 


to fly in the face of their mother or miſtreſs ? 

It is eaſy to gather hence, what contempt is due 
to thoſe wretches, who are mean and baſe enough 
to lift up their hands againſt a wife. Juſtice there 
can be none in ſuch proceedings. For a wife is no 


bond-flave but an equal; and no laws ever allew'd 
one equal to oppreſs another with blows. The 
faulty are more often exaſperated than mended by 

ſtripes: There can then be no Prudence neither, in 


inſulting a wife with them. And Fortitude is quite 
out of the caſe. 


read of. For a woman to ſtrike: her huſband, it 


requires a good deal of courage; and therefore a a 


falſe bravery may tempt them to it: Whereas no- 
thing but the utmoſt cowardice of ſoul can influ- 
ence a man to ſtrike a woman for the greateſt of 
of injuries. And therefore is it, that, tho? the laws 
have been often very ſevere againſt women who 


—— to ſtrike a husband, yet there never was 
Kherto à legiſlator,” who thought it neceſſary to 
offer ſuch an indignity to man as to reſtrain him, by 


laws from what his very manhood alone ought to 
make him diſdain 


— — —:—U 


There is no laurel or fame, aſ- 
11gn'd to woman- fighters that ever I could hear or 


But who am I talking to? 'To Savages 


a creature too weak by Nature for an equal reſiſ- 
tance? Am I talking to Infidels, I ſay ? No: And 
if I was: moral heathens in general ſcorn ſuch un- 
natural meanneſſes. Cato, tho? no friend to the 
women, as is well. known, is abſolutely againſt the 
baſeneſs of a man's ſtriking his wife; and inſiſts, 
that They who act thus are no leſs guilty of ſa- 


* crilege than they who defile the Sanctuary of 


% Gop.” It is time enough then, to enveigh a- 
gainſt ſuch enormous conduct, when the Brutes can 
nderſtand me. But why the Brutes? They de- 
Love no reproaches of this ſort. Bare inſtin& lifts 
them above theſe crimes againſt Nature. Man, 
Man alone, the meaneſt of brutes when he deſerts 
reaſon and grace, 1s the only male creature who 
thus abuſes his female companion. Thank Gov, 
I m talking to Chriſtians then, who may not, with- 
out injury to their high character, be ſo much as 
ſuſpected capable of ſuch iregularities; and there- 
fore I ſhall leave the wretches, who are capable of 
them, to themſelves; too abandoned to be benefited 
by the word of Go, too perverſe for remonſtrance, 
too far loſt to the Grace of Gop to be ſhamed out 
of vice, and too ſtrongly held by the power they 
give Satan over them, ior me to hope to reclaim. 
And yet, Beloved Chriſtians, free as I hope you 
are from theſe groſler abuſes of conjugal peace; free 
as you' may be at preſent from any matrimonial 
ſtorms but what you can weather; have a care of 
being too venturous: Beware how you make fami- 
liar with danger. At ſea every the fainteſt gale may 
be big with a ruinous tempeſt: And in matri- 


mony every the moſt trifling quarrel, may bring We 


forth ſuch a ſtorm as ſhall overwhelm you. It is 
a common maxim, but a very much miſtaken One 
becauſe very little underſtood, that “ the falling out 
of friends is the renewal of love.” And it is hence, 
I believe, that the weaker vainer part of the ſex of- 
ten purpoſely ſeek feuds, for the ſake of thoſe ſweets 
which they falſely promiſe themſelves in reconcilia- 
tion. Becauſe, perhaps, the ground they loſt in 
ſome prior diſputes they found means to regain with 
intereſt,' when the breach was made up. But this is 
a dangerous commerce, by which there is more loſt, 
in the long run, than there is pain'd, to the adven- 
turers. It is poſſible and even probable, that 3 


light breach of matrimonial peace, for once and 


away, may, when made up, be attended with a ſen- 
ſible improvement of conjugal love in a huſband, 
efpecially if, upon cool reflection, he finds himſelt 
to have been in the wrong; And the ſame may be 
ſaid on the woman's ſide. And there is good reaſon 
for it. Becauſe the uneaſineſſes which both par- 
ties muſt have endured, in the interval of diſagree- 


ment, cannot but heighten by compariſon the — 


? No: N | 
there are ſavages who have too much of the rational 
being in them to exert their brutal ſtrength againſt 


— 
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_ pineſe of Meir re- union. But chen is a 


o carious effect of conjugal contentions: And ſo ſel- „ everlaſting peace and joy. Thus, [ ſay, do they 


. ienced, eſpecially where thoſe contentions **- miſerably periſh, who, neglecting the ſtudy of 
- 1 | rm that it . by no means be wiſe ** true and ſaving happineſs, run in ſearch of earth - 
nd In either party to depend upon them. Every miſ- ** ly fickle fleeting pleaſure, with ſuch ſenſeleſs ea- 
in- | WE. nderftanding between man and wife, however ** gerneſs that there is no recalling or diſentan- 
the Hort, however trivial, impairs, and contributes in “ glingthem.” Atleaſt is there often danger, by 
the Home degree to the blunting of, that tenderneſs running to their ſuccour, of being involved in their 
ſts Wwhich married perſons ought to have for each- wretchedneſs. * end 2 292” 
(a. other: And may if frequently re-iterated wear it Beware then, married Chriſtians : Beware, each 
of * quite away. A ſhip, at ſea, may ride-out many of you, of what you call trifles. Believe me, they 
a little ſtorms, without any ſenſible marks of impor- may prove no trifles for you. Trifles as you eſteem 
kan tant detriment from any one of them. Neverthe- your little indiſcretions in matrimony, they may lull 
* Heſs ſhall the ſides of it be ſo weaken'd and worn by the grace of Ixs us aſleep in your breaſt or in that 
ifte the frequency of them, as, at length, to periſh al- of your partner, if not in both; and raiſe ſuch a 
— maſt in a calm. Thus too, tho' every ſingle ſtorm ſlot m of ſtrife and miſery as may totally overwhelm 
=> of diſcord between man and wife may be trivial in you. Have any of you already had the un expe- 
0 itſelf; yet does it frequently happen, that a multi- rience of it? Are you overwhelm'd with the waves 
bv. plicity of thoſe trifling diſagreements totally overſet of affliction, while Ixs us ſeems aſleep to your re- 
wh the matrimonial bark. Nay in reality, it is from lief? Ah! look then into ypur own ſouls for tle 
1 * the mereſt trifles, generally ſpeaking, that the great- cauſe, to remove it. Has not your paſt or preſent 
= Weſt ſtorms of ſtrife ariſe in wedlock. I am not ap- negle& of the ſacramental graces of matrimony in- 
eff prehenſive, Chriſtians, that any of you will ſud- cenſed him to ſhut his healing eyes to your anguiſh? 
ted ly give into the groſſeſt abuſes of your marriage. Ariſe then with redoubled fervour and have recourſe 
1 No, my greateſt fear is, leſt, by neglecting trifles, again to Is us for freſh graces. Exert yourſelves 
— ou ſhould come to miſtakes of greater conſequence. in the improvement of them. In ſhort let your fu- 
— When married perſons diſagree; it is for the moſt ture aſſiduity rouze him to your aſſiſtance, that, 


commanding the winds of diſſention and the waves 


part, at firſt, about mere trifles. When they leſſen ot 
of diſtreſs which overpower you, there may enſue 


themſelves in the eyes of one - another, it is, at firſt, 


— by mere triffes. When they renounce the ſolid 4 great calm: A perfect ſerenity in your minds and 
nial bleſſings of conjugal harmony, fidelity and love; it a ſolid tranquilkty in'your conſciences/\ 
\ of is almoſt always for the mereſt trifles, magnified, To conclude, O married Chriſtians,” you who 

by paſſion and prejudice, into mighty matters. have deſerted Chriſt and provok d him to withdraw 
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hat St. Bernard ſays of the world in general is ſo 


his comforts his graces his bleſſings from you: Re- 


my very a plicable in particular to the wedded world, call his mercies, by removing the obſtacles of your 
ur that, ſtraiten'd as we begin to be for time, I can- own putting. And you, who live more regular 
15 not withſtand the giving you his own words. Caſt lives]! You, who fulfill the eſſential duties of g ¹ỹͤ 
is but an eye upon a perſon drowning in a deep wedlock! Guard yourſelves from loſing ſight of the 

out water, ſays be, and how eagerly ſhall you not ſee great ends of it by. triſſes. Let nothing tempt you 

A bim graſp the firſt perſon or thing which he lays to break your, mutual harmony. Married Chriſ- 
- 2 his hand on. Nothing can make him quit his hold tians ! Be chriftianly fond of each-other, and ſtudy 

| of whatever comes firſt in his teach; though a to improve your mutual love and eſteem. But then, 
By thing which can be of no uſe but to render his ru- carry not your fon neſs beyond the bounds of diſcre- 


«c 


in inevitable, ſuch as the very weeds which en- 


tion ; Let not your love, like that of her ſe and mule _ 


; * tangle him or the ſtone which weighs him under 19e Babe no under finding, degenerate into luſt:; 
* 1 „water. Nay, too often does it happen, that, if Nor let mere carnal delight have the chief part in 
10 any perſons come to his relief, ſo faſt does he cling ho motives of conjpgal love towards one-another. 
— = to them, as to involve them in his own diſtreſs, Remember the fate of the fi ſeven huſbands of 
ot , and render it oftentimes impraQticable for them Sarab the daughter of Ragyel: Every-one of whom 
8 , fo ſave him or themſelves. So too, in this great Gop permitted the devil to carry away ; Becauſe 
ſen⸗ * and ſpacious ſea of human life, they, who are one married her for the greatneſs of her fortune; 
— A overwhelm'd with the tempeſt of matrimazial andther for her beauty, and otbers, for like vicious 
"elf 6 ſtr ife, too often miſerably periſh, through their motives. In ſhort the all received matrimony n 
be „ on folly, in madly purſuing precarious periſna- the angel tells Tobjab) * /o af fo exclude Go from | 
Ya C ble paltry trifles and neglecting thoſe ſalid bleſ- © !bem/elves and thelr, mind. And ſo gave themſelves 
par- A ſings of conjugal virtue, which would they but '- #7 tuft, as borſe and mule who have ng under land- | 
e- lay faſt hold of them, might, not only feſcue * Chap. vi. | 
4 Vor. I. iin 8 In 1: YR raps 


to, Go, to-day and to-morroto, and the next mor- with one- another, in bearing the foibles of each- 
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ing. rer dvi] bad powir." ple. Give ſome truce to your mutual ſoncneſſe at 

t ſo gyer Tabiab. He married the ſame woman times, to add a bleſſing to them by the encreaſe of 
ye&2 virgin, and enjoy d her with all the happi- your devotion to Gop.- Remember, that, if you 
neſſes of wedlock; becauſe his motives and conduct are not ſaints yourſelves, you are children of ſaints ; 
were holy... The firſt night of their marriage, en- and therefore ought not to live like married infidels. | 
tering into her chamber, he addreſs'd himſelf thus No: Be temperate in your pleaſures; be prudent, 
to his virgin wife. Surab, ariſe: And let us pray juſt, and full of fortitude, in ſharing your pleaſures 


row: Becauſe theſe three nights we are join d to other, and in forwarding each-other's temporal and 
Go., For we are the thildren of holy men, and eternal happineſs :' That following the example of 
not be. join'd at Genitils who know: not. GOD. your pious anceſtors upon earth, you may ſhare, 
Follow then, O Chriſtians, this glorious exam with them, in their rewards in heaven.. Which 1 


* . * T 4 x 
Cap. vii. beſeech Go: Ia the Name, &c. 
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. MATHEW xii. 30. 0 82 ” ts, thrown into he un⸗ 1 a 
1 WV f Farbe and. in the: duenchable flames of hell; and the ineſtimable 
8 C meeaſure of thoſe, like a rich harveſt of ſolid corn, = * 
gather up firſt the coekle; and-bind'it in bundles: Coles into the granaries of heaven, The Church,, "ul 
#9 burn; but the wheat gather ys into my burn. like a fair and fertil field, is conſtantly yielding to , 
III „ tte Almighty,. a precious erop of virtuous ſouls, | 
F [ HE 84 for this day, Chriſtians, contains rich in the fruits of grace and every good. Theſe, . 
ſome of the moſt important truths our Sa- theſe are the bleſſed product of that Good Seed, 
vigur communicated to his diſciples. This divine- which the Son of Gop and Son of Man, our Re- 7 
ly gracious lawgiver,, to:conform himſelf to the caſt. deemer Chriſt, has graciouſly ſown in it with his F 
of mind peculiars to the: Jeg and Gentilt of the.,, precious death. And theſe are the growing ſaints 
Faſt in his. days,. deliy d to; them, many of his;., whom David compares to the plant by the water- 
ſublimeſt doctrins, in ſuc familiar parables as might. ſide, which ſhall yield it's fruit in due ſeaſon, 
| ſ{quare- with: their groveling underſtandings; whoſe foliage ſhall never decay, and whoſe fevery 
that they. might have no excuſe, no room to plead; motion ſhall be crown'd with ſucceſs. Alas, what * 
ignorance: for their rejecting them. And on the: a pity it is, that ſuch a fruitful' ſoil ſhould be pro- | 
other ſide, for the benefit of us, Who are unaecuſ-. fanely interſown; with cockle, with briars,. with. 
tom'd to, and therefore leſs. acquainted with, the. tares and uſeleſs, nay pernicious,.weeds! Yet ſo it 
emblematio- method of; converſing, he graciouſly. is. Spite of all tlie vigilance of the Church and 
condeſtends to explain to us ſuch of them as bear the induſtry of the major part of, her Miniſters, the 
any the e eee The mean infernal Enemy, ever intent on miſchief, has taken 
ing therefore of the preſent parable. he declares to advantage of the drowſineſs and indolence of ſome | 
his difciples to be this: He,, who ſorweth the ged. of her members to ſow the pernicious cockle of ſin, 1 
feed, is the Sen of man: The field is the xworld.... error and ſcandal- amidſt 75 ſolid grain. And to cc 
T he cockle are the children of. the Wicke one, . The, ſuch a height is it grown, that there is no clearing fo 
enemy, who fow'd them, if the, Dew)... Bit tbe. the Church of this ſtubble. of perdition, without” of 
Herve 1s the 7 of the worlu And the Reapers:; prejudice to the bleſſed crop of innocence, who are | 
are i be Angeli In the Good Seed and the. rni- Dee of glory, till the 1 


cious cockle then we are taught, he 


to underſtand the Election of the 


| perni- t! 5 | 
by Chriſt himſelf, day of univerſal harveſt, Then, then ſball the Son 
Jul and the Re- of Man, ſays Chriſt, ſend bis angelt; and tht) 


5 15 the Righteous, undifturb'd 
=X Gov's Church, when, at laſt, you muſt be ſepa- 
rated from them forever. For even s the cockle is 


1 mo of the * all clap their bg 


1:8 W goin by Bod) ; otherwi 


FU who work iniqu and ſhall caft 6 them Into 
A of fire : E ſhall be 2 ing and 
eue "teeth. Ah . Sinnners. Stubble 
of deſtruction] Cockle of Satan and fuel . A ne- 
cen fire! Say, whoever you are: What 


4 will your dreadful ſituation be in that day of har- 


weſt? What will it avail ous. to have mix'd with 
in the ſpacious field of 


and burnt with fire: fo all it be in 


gatber'd u 
the world with you; unleſs you take 


the end © 


XX timely warning and ſuffer yourſelves to ripen into 
fruits worthy of repentance. Then indeed ma 
vou ſhare the happy portion of the Juſt, who /ba/l 
= ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom, © 


their Father. 
Yes.: You, O happy ſouls, whoſe Will is that of 


4 your. Lord, whoſe lives are fruitful in virtue, and 
wWhoſe ſtudy is, to yield the fruits of innocence or 
repentance] You, ſays Gov, by the mouth of his 


r Is ALA, * You 4. go out with joy and be 
2 orth with peace: The mountains and the bills 
1 break forth before you into ſinging, and all the 


'The conſequence then of all this is big with 
Three iraportant Truths. The Firft is, that Gop 


i not Author of Any of the moral evils, which in- 


Feſt the fertil field of his Church ; he having ſown 


nothing in it but Good ſeed: The ſecond is, that 
5 Gov has ineffable reaſons for ſuffering the evils he 


does not produce, otherwiſe they could not ſubſiſt. 


3 And the bird is, that God's permiſſive Providence 


does not hinder the wicked. from ſhynnin Evil and 
they could not juitly be pu- 


niſh Hence therefore I hall take occaſion 


inſtruct you n Three fundamental | ints of Chr ian 
We | Faith; ey ol | 50 30 


a That whatever reaſons the PRE may 


wing Nau, 


have for ſuffering the Wicked to intermix wit 
the Good in his Church, his Will! is neverthe- 
tefs that there be none but Good. 

n That probable reaſons may. be aſſign'd' for his 
divine toleratjon of this mixture of the Bad 

| u 4 ank Pot 
t it Olute n 80 n, 
| Nec to be of the . — Fara ra 
eQ, if he fo pleaſes. 8 


Ty „To make theſe Reese ant 1h 
conchide ' with offering to yau ſome of the moſt'e 


fectual means to ſecure: ſel 
of the Elen ec Mee in the * 


. then among you apho bas 2a ears to "Wa 


hear. * Yet, what 
g l will all this people's alte 


let * 


Evil Men in this world, his 
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e profit them or me , unleſs Thou, Locd, vouch 
4 ſafe to give my words 2 piercing warmth,. and 
% bleſs this odio with the Grace to praQtii 
* what thou ſend/ſt me hither to teach them? 
oy do it, Saviour, for thy Mercy's ſake! at the 
% our revolts are many, and We 1 ſinn'd againſt 
« thee; make not this peo le a diſgrate t to thy-.e- 
& ternal throne of Glory: Mak not of me an In- 
* ſtrument to aggravate their Guilt; nor let this 
„Sermon, by their own ey heap coals * 
* tire on their heads.” 


I. of both to grow 2 the 1900070 . Gop 
then, üriſtians, does ſuffer the, cockle to grow up 
with, the corn, the Wick ked to in 1 * with the 
Good, undiſturb'd? Ves, he does 19 But you 
are not therefore to imagin, that Gop is pleaſed 
with the wickedneſs of the wicked ; much leſs that 
he encourages or influences them to it. No: what- 
ever acious deſigns Go m have fo for tolerati 
ill is. 8258 55 
chat all be 4 This is the will of Ga, fa 
F PAUL, your ſanfiification, + It 5 ls the vill ot 
od then that 8 ſhould, all of yau, be ſan cxiſied 
by e e in Good. is appears evidently 
>= to. man in the very firft crea- 
ie Abt 1 orm ' d him to his own image a1 
likeneſs, endow'd' him with original. 8 
affor ed him the grace and means neceſſ⸗ ary, . 
himſelf in that Py ſtate. ay the ac ed e 
ture abſolutely tells üs that Gov created Mor 1 
right, t that is in other. words, he 2 * him 2 
2 bleſſed ſtate of habitual rectitude and propenlity 
to the Sovereign Good, he was; made for. 5 . 
12 be Jollbibe* but that God's in be 
all theſe N fon .mankinc 5 
mh kt all perſiſt in he e phrfurt 15551 oodneſs ? Fas 
And yet, you'll y Rave aQted quite 
the reverſe,” True: Wh was ik the will of. G 
which influenced them to the oppoſit evil? No: + 2 
very far from it was his will, that he could not ſhew 
a greatet diſlike” to the fal gf Ru ian nature, th 
he did in the means he made uſe of. to repair it. 
reſtore us all to our primitive upri tngſs, he car- 
ried his generoſity, to the utmoſt excels, in the graces 
'communicated to N N of his Paſſion and 
Death, by means of y ſacraments, the Theg- 
10 ical Virtues and . „ ſacred. gifts and habitudes 
ſupernatural infuGon. In Hort, whether we vie 
ourfelves in oof Cxeati 15 „or in the Redemption 
ue in FB: falt nd, that Go has on 
no evil ſtedb in bur hearts. 852 God, taking 
neral ts of our beings ſaw all things which he 
wrought, in ys, and they were greatly 
A tug production in our 7 and minds is Grace, 
gt. Marth:xill 1 nge i. \ 
1 Felefiaflicus vii. 
h M 5 | Virtue, 


. 


52 ag 


Virtue, and heavenly Knowledge, whoſe fair Off- 
ſpring is the right of Inheritance to everlaſting 
hey: All ſupernatural gifts and divinely good. So 
plain is it, that his bleſſed Purpoſe was and is, that 
all. of us ſhould be, 09 £0 iſt in being, Good. 
This, this is the will, of Gop your ſan#ification. 
And yet, alas, my Gov! In ſpite of this thy in- 
effably gracious purpoſe, how many evil men are 
there for One good-one; how man 
hearts for One truly ſanctified, as Thou would'ſt 
have all to be! Whence comes then this hateful 
effect, ſo contrary to thy bleſſed Purpoſe ? Can thy 
heavenly will be made void or thy Purpoſe fruſtrat- 
ed? No, Chriſtians ; It cannot. Gob wills all men 
+6 be good, it is true; But then he wills them to 
de freely o, like the free-agents he made them. 
The good Which is forced is no good at all, in him 
who is compell'd to it. He therefore gave you a 
. free-will, ;that you might be truly good, by being 
Thule 195 an Faye you  fulBrient poctipn of graces 
46 bias your free=will to the choice of good, but pot 
to controul it. For how could your will be free, if 
it was forced ; and how could it be other than for- 
ed, if he had not left you at liberty to chuſe good, 
or to reject it for it's oppoſit SF If then you are 
ſuch perverſe enemies to yourſelves as to prefer the 
Srl, which he has render d hateful in itſelf, to the 
ood, the amiable good, which.he.invites and allures 
ou to by grace; your happineſs indeed: is obſtrud- 
, but his. bleffed will is no ways fruſtrated-;. Since, 
"tho* he wills you to be faved, by being good, yet 
e wills you to be free to the choice of, either ſaving 
Good, or deſtruQtive Evil. Let your option then 
be ever ſo bad, Gop is fill upalterable, irreſiſtible 
und blarneleſs "All the .unhappy. variation, all the 
Blame, is in yourſelves. He made you good, re- 
xenerates you into good, and has produced in you 
- nothing but good. It is your own fault then intirely, 
that you are not all as good, as he made you, re- 
died ou, and wills you to be. If you are loſt 
then, Tour Perdition is from yourſelf, O Iſrael. * 
Sim therefore, however now deeply rooted in 
our heafts, is But a mere poiſonous exotic. is 
originally of foreign growth to the ſoil which 
„Mutes it: And the devil, that profeſt enemy to 
fn nature, is the ſower of it. The Enemy, 
_ fays Chriſt, came and overſaw'd cockle among the 
Wheat It was this invidious fiend then, who firſt 
ſow d the deſtructive weed of Vice among the ſolid 
grain of Virtue, with which Heaven. enrich'd the 
Heart of man; and it is He, who, thanks to human 
*indolence, keeps cultivating the growth of it. Ah 
What Stupidity and Perverfity then is yours, O 
mot tals, to ſuffer yourſelves to be thus robb'd of 
your preſent eaſe and eternal ſafety, by ſuch an im- 


potent adverſary, * 41 St, Auguſtin n, 


© ® Hoſea 


- 
- | * 
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unhallow'd 
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* can only fawn or foam; and (like a 

* maſtiff faſten'd to a ſtake) may bark indeed, yet 
«© cannot injure any but ſuch as are willing to be 


„ hurt.” Tis your own faults then, if he injures 


ou: You may thank your own folly or indoſence 


in either placing yourſelves within the length of his 
chain, or careleſly ſleeping till he is unchain'd and 


comes within reach of you. *Tis with you as with 
the men in this goſpel: While the men were aſleep 
the Enemy came and ſow'd the coctle. And how 
would your enemy find opportunity to ſow, among 


you, the cockle of Iniquity ; did you not leave yo; u 


ſouls upon the unguard, by ſuffering the Honours, 
Pleaſures, Riches and Vanities of the World to lul: 
you into a lethargy of grace? 3 


Ah Chriſtians! What are you then about? Do 
you conſider. the peſtiferous nature of: this weed 
which you ſuffer to get head in your ſouls ?. 'Tis of 
the nature of thoſe. poiſons, which corrupt all things, 
ther are blended with,,into-themſelves. Sin is the 
ſeed of Satan; and, once it takes root in a human 
breaſt, it ſo incorporates itſelf with his very nature, 
that it changes him at ſength into the very Off- 
ſpring of the Devil. It is your Saviour himſelf 
who tells you ſo, in the very ſame Chapter from 
whence the Goſpel for this day is extracted. 
The cockle, ſays he, are the children of the Wicked 
One : And the Enemy, who ſow'd them, is the De- 
vl. And how multiplied, alas, is not this cockle 
among the children of men! How does the num- 
ber of the Wicked exceed the Good in the very 
heart of God's Church] How, (may I not ſay with 


the Prophet Jextmy?) * How js the op tar- 


azarites, 


niſt”d, the beſt colour changed }. Her 
once the children of God, once whites than ſnow 
for their innocence, purer than mill in their inten- 
tions, ruddier than the old ivory in their Zeal and 
conſt „ and fairer than the ſapphire in the ho- 
lineſs of their lives: Now, alas, what are they be- 
come? Their face is made Blacker than coals, thro' 
the foulneſs of a guilty conſcience, and they art 
not known in the Hess, + from the bundles of re- 
probation gather'd up for the fire. Ah m 
Gop ] Whence comes all this deſolation 


which was overthrown in a moment and hands tit 


growling 


acious | 
hence £ 
comes it, that the iniquity of the daughter f 
people is become greater than the fin of Sodon: 


2 
82 


nothing in ber. 1 But can you, O Catholics, ben WR 


a loſs to account for it? When your conſtant eor- 


verſation with heretics of every 
eagerneſs after their fleſh-pots of luxury and vice, 
and the unguarded abje& complaiſance, with which 
you give- up your- ſelves to their example, have col 
rupted many of you, from pure diſciples of Chriſ, 
to children of the Wicked-One. For One of you, 
al iv. + b t l. 1 

*. 0 


- 


\ - 


omination, you! 
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| ſeeletb a 


| A les to burn, but t 
Ahl what can all this mean, dear Saviour? Ex- 


be. A 


11 


in the. fruitful field 
ſuch Oppoſits as the Goo and the Wiek ED. To 


9 


* 


now, ads reſembles the primitive Chriſtians, how 


of you are worſe than the worſt of heretics, 
dy being wicked Catholics ; nay more inconſiſtent 
than modern Infidels, Fools who have ſaid in thei? 
© hearts, there is no GO . 
Ah how near are the words of David to bei 
again verified even in our days! Should the Lor 
again look forth ſrom heaven, upon the children of 
men; to fee, if there be, who underſlandeth and 
75 op; will he not find that A have 
declined, and are become unprofitable togetber F + 
Or if there are a few good men; how very ſmall 
is the number, in compariſon with That of the 


7 Wicked, even among Catholics, even in the midſt 


of this captive flock, captive in ĩt's own native land! 
Who can diſcern the ſolid Wheat of the truly Pious 


4 from the deſtruQtive cockle of the walking Scandals 


which are overſown in the very midſt of you ? Oo 


my Gap | viſit thou this people, as thou did'ſt ws 
Church of old, with - correcting chaſtening hand. 
Send us ſuch a bitter, ſu 

as may effeQually weed us of this cockle of Per- 
dition; that the fair Grain of thy planting may 


ch a ſweeping, Perſecution, 


Exrow up in Virtue undiſturb'd. But No, ſays the 
© Almighty, ſuffer both to grow till the barveſt, and, 
in the time of the barveſt, I will ſay to the reap- 
ers: Gather up fff the cockle and bind it into hun- 

be Wheat gather ye into my barn. 


pound it to theſe heſitating mortals. For, Me 


% | (perhaps) they would' miſtruſt; ſhould I preſume 


N to explain thy meaning to them. The barveſt is 
1 the end of tbe world, ays Chriſt : $ And the reap- 


„. are the angels. Even as cockle therefore is ga- 
== h:r'd up and burnt with fire: ſo 
end of the world. The Son of Man 


ſhall it be in the 
N | ſhall ſend bis 
angelt, and they ſhall gather, out of bir kingdom, 


4 | — and them who work iniquity: and ſball. 


them into. the furnace of fire: There ſhall be 


Weeping and grefbing of teeth. Then il the Yu 


elne as. the ſun, in the kingdom: of their Father. 
; 2 who bath vv to bear let. bim — This then 


is a plain demonſtration, that Gov: is ſo far from. - 


encouraging the Wicked in their wickedneſs,' that 
it is his gracious Will that all ſhould be good. 


II. Why then, nl aſk me, does Gov ſuffer,, 
of his Church, a mixture of 


ſpeak the truth, there is no poſſibility of diving in- 
to the Almighty's eternal — Us ſhort. 
| 2 beings. That is too impenetrable an abyſs 
of Wiſdom, for Us to fathom. Man probable 
do njectures, however, may be offer'd, ſufficient to 
clear up, to you, GoD's infinit-Mercy in ſo doing. 
8 2 Kili. 7. Lid. 1 St, Nath. ui. 


the direction of Ge 
for cenſuring them; the prevaricator, whoſe gravi- 


the 
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Firſt, in their ſeeds or principles, the Bap are no 
to be always externally diſtinguiſh'd from the Goo. 
Their difference appears not till their maturity. By 
their fruits you ſhall know them, fays Chriſt. * 
Look round this congregation, and behold : What 
a lovely crop of . is here | What a heap of 
ſeemingly good Chriſtians ! But ! there is cockle 
here as well as ſolid grain, © Root it out then, you'll 
% ſay.” Alas, where ſhall I begin? Who can diſ- 
cern the Good among you, from the Bad. Are you 
not all punctual to the hour of Prayer, all attentive 
to the Word of Gop, all grave at your devotions, 
frequent at communion, and forward to ſhew.your 
eagerneſs after every indulgence? How then ſhall I 
— up the cockle from among you, without 

anger of rooting up the Wheat alſo? No. Suffer 
beth to grow 2 the barveſt, ſays Chriſt, Then 
ſhall you diſtinguiſh the covetous worldling, who- 
comes hither, more to promote his temporal lucre 
than to heap up treaſures in heaven; the vain wo- 
man, who comes, more to ſhew her pride and her 
perſon to the men than to lay her heart open to 
Gop; the Self-elated witling, who attends to 
Govp's Word, not ſo much to improve his mind and 
heart, as to gratify his ears; not ſo much to follow. 
ob's Miniſters as to find matter 


ty at prayer is but a cloak to hide the fraud, the 
tyranny, the calumny and cruelties, with which he 
loads his neighbour; and the wretch, who can 
calmly eat at the table of Chriſt, and yet cannot 
brook his own houfe till he has ſet it in a flame of 
contention ; and, after an indulgence from 
Heaven, wants the foul to ſhew any 1 nce to 
his wife, to his children, to his ſervants and depen- 
dants. All, all ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from the- 
really Good. Cockle, Hypocrites all: The ange- 
lic reapers, in the harveſt, fhall gather them into» * 
bundles to be burnt. While the Few who are left,. 
the ſolid Grain, the Juſt, ſhall be gather'd into the 
naries of Heaven, to ſbine like the ſun in the” 
'ngdom of their Fatber. E | 0 
Methinks, I could fancy myſelf before the Throne: 
of Gop, while the Reapers are gathering-in the: 
Harveſt: Ah! Who, my Gop, 1/9 within my-- 
ſelf, are that group of Prieſts on the left?! Prieſts! 
They are a mercenary tribe of hirelings, ſuch as 
thou muſt be, if thou ſpeak not to this People, 


and do not warn them of their evil ways: Theſe: 


ce are cheats, who have made à traffic of the whites: 

4 of their Eyes, and the ſmoothneſs of their tongues; 

* Robbers who have enter'd; hy the windot and 

«not by the doer, to the Fold of my People:: 

They, more intent on fleecing than on feeding; 4 
Plock, would rather looſe a Soul,” with flat-- 

„St. Marb, vii. e 


%. 


E at leaſt, de 


4 up together for the unquenchable flames. 


4 freedom. Therefore have they prophecied Lies 
& and ſpoken vain things in ſoothing words. Theſe 
"© are they of whom my Prophet J-remiah ſay'th * 
<6 that They ſpoke the 2 of tbeir own Heart, 
e not from the Mouth of the Lord, 7 to them 
<< who. blaſpbeme me, the Lord bath ſpaken : Peace 
% ſhall be to you (when there was no Peace.) And, 
© to Feery-Qne, who walketh in the perverſity of 
**© his own Heart, they bave ſaid; There ſball no 
Evil come upan you. With all their outſide ſanc- 
<< tity then, they are but painted Sepulchres. 
<< 'They are cockle all, hypocrits all, and . 
<* not thou then like them; but go: ak to my 
4 People; and fear not to tell them of their per- 
4 verſe dealing; If they ming thee not; T h baſt 
ver d thy 'own Saul.” I will m 
Gop, Iwill. Be they offended or pleaſed, I will 
utter the bold truths, thou bid'ſt me preach. 2 
then, Lord: Who are theſe unhallow'd bands ſo 
cloſely link d with thoſe falſe Prophets? * Ah! It 
“is a fooliſh multitude of laity: It is 4 People 
e provoking to wrath, and lying Children: Cbil- 
< dren, 5 will not bear the Law of GO; who 
4 ſay, to the Sers, ſee not; and, to them wha be- 


4 Bold, Bebold us not thoſe things which are right. 


they are ee 


**. Speat to us pleaſant things, ſee Errors to us + 
«* *Tis a Generation, who fawn upon the Wolf 


* which devours them; and ſpurn at the ſhepherd, 


** who would lead them to Paſture. They are coc- 
of Holies, by receiving the. Bread of Angels and 


= deſpifing. the band they receive, it from: 4 Gene- 


— natian of viper, who value a Prieſt but by the ap- 


* prophet. Jeremiab } has told you, that the Lordbat 
1 4ifperſed them. ang will not add ta regard them, 
Ii becauſe ibey have not reuerenced the Face of the 


4 8 7 
this: Were the wicked to bear the viſible marks of 
thei | they would either create public horror, 
and, Þy oF expoſed to infamay, loſe the natural 
ne, Which might, one day, be a means of their 
| i, +. 1/aiab 

4 — Chap, iv. 3 


Cecend reaſon for their toleration ſeems to be 
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* 


andal to the juſt. Gop 
therefore, probably, ſpares their reputation, for 
their own ſakes; and leſſens thew ſcandal, for the ſake 
of the juſt. 100 on vl | 

. Thirdly, the Mercy and forbearance of Gop ſhine 
forth the more eminently in this gracious toleration 
of their perverſity. What face can you have, 0 
obſtinate ſinners to accuſe Gop of ſeverity, in the 
day of Harveſt, for binding you up in faggots to 
burn? Had he not allow'd you time and means of 
converſion ; you might have complain'd, with ſome 
colour, of the rigor of his juſtice. But what reply 
will you be able to make, when he ſhall remind 
you of his patience with yon; of the time and op- 
Portunities he has afforded you; of the holy Sacra- 
ments and other repeated graces, by which he invi- 


ted yeu to gagd, Ah! Wile then, infinitely wiſe 


** Ke gli, hypocrits all, who cag grophane, the Holy | 


" Kc 


s; and take advantage of every 


is it, in Thee, My Almighty Sovereign, to bear 
with the wicked, fthat$h0u may ſt be juſtificd in thy * 


words and overcome: when thou ar't judged. * 
This puts me in mind of a Fourth light, in which 


we may reconcile this divine toleration with Gop's 


infinit Goodneſs, from an obſervation. of St. Auge/- | 
tin. © Every evil Man, ſays this venerable Father, 


_ © who is ſuffer'd to live with impunity in this life, 


is ſuffer'd ſo to do, either that he may repent 
* and amend; or, at leaſt that he may be an ex- 
© erciſe to the juſt, of Patience, Charity and 
other Chriſtian Virtues; and that | theſe may learn 
to avoid the fatal conſequences which his guilt i 
threaten'd with. Tho' then it be ſelf- evident, that 

et 

3 


it is the will of Gov that All ſhould be Good; yet | 3 
there are many | 


a ſubſtantial rea ſons, why he 1 
the wicked to exiſt. „A watts the I 


III. Well, then, Chriſtians, what do your heart! A 


ſay to you? Upon an impartial ſcrutiny, are you 
all what you ſhould and may be? What rank do you 
hold in the Church of Gop? Are you all of the 
ſolid ſeed, or are not ſome. of you cockle? 1 Have | 
ou reaſon to hope, that you are of the happy num- 
ber of Gop's Elect, of his Friends, of ſuch, in 
word, as firmly believe and truſt in hi 


F 8 


converſion; or «lſe they might become, perhaps, 9 
ſtumbling- block of | 


1 
1 5 
=_ 


y With the holy [Ordinances of Him and b“ 


Church ? Or have any of you reaſon to fear, yu! 
are of the number of the reprobate, enemies f 
Gop, oppoſers of his Counſels, and defpiſers of hi 
ecepts ? If the former; be confident, but 

thankful to Gop. for the upright fate he hit 
laced you in, and let him among you, who think 
bef ada, take beed left be fall. +1t the latter; wat 
not till the extremity of the Harveſt, nor ventw* 
to provoke the divine patience too far: Leſt that po- 
tience exaſperated with abuſe, be converted im 


* Pſalm L. 11 C. x. 


„ for ne? Bad as you are then it is in yout own power | a 
» ſake Þ repent and N. Othetwiſe; why ould. preſerve you from the like evil ſurpriſe. In ſhort - 
oy wait, with ſuch Graciouſneſs, for your being you muſt work your ſalvation #n ſear nd trem- 
ſhine True indeed it is, that the bleſſing of your ling, as the apoſtle adviſes. # The firſt and great 
ation fection mult derive originally from Him-himſelf. entrance to perfe& wiſdom is tbe fear of the Lord. 
1 0 is his goodneſs and grace gratis- given, which muſt But when are we to make uſe of this holy fear 
n the Wt enable you to be ſavedi And therefore, ſays and circumſpection? At all times, on all occaſions, 
ts to e Eor+ by the mouth of his Prophet, Ii and in every ſtate of Hfe. In a ſtate of innocence; 
ns of ercy to whom I will Mercy. + Still, under him to preſerve that ineſtimable jewel which fo many 
ſome if, he has put the whole work of your predeſti- fnares are laid to rob- us of: In a ſtate of corrup- 
reply tion into your own hands. Tis your buſineſs tion, to recover that grace which we have loſt, and 
mind P tirely to lay hold on the aſſiſtance he affords you, are in ſo much danger of never calling back: And 
d op- perform this taſk well. Firſt, it is the abſolute in a ſtate of repentance, to prevent a relapſe. Once 
wy Will of Gop:. He wills that all men be ſaved, 4 we have fallen into ſin, it depends wholly on Gop's 
invi- ys the Apoſtle to Timotby. Secondly, to prove unmerited goodneſs to prevent us with the grace-of 
wiſe o much he is in earneſt, he offers you ſufhcient penance... What room then have we not to fear” 
ber Face and means to do it, and died to purchaſe you falling into ſuch a dreadtul ſtate or profiling in it, 
n th Pat grace and thoſe means. This is a matter of when we are abſolutely incapable, of ourfelves, of 
iim, and determin'd by the Council of Trent. ever riſing from it? And if we happily are riſen; 
Thich Weſides that it is evident in itſelf: Live I, ſaith our how can we well avoid fearing the poſſibility of re- 
0D's ord Gov;. I will not the death of the Impiour, turning to it again? He, who has once proved in- 
ug. erbat the Impious convert from bis way und live. conſtant, may prove ſo again: It is at Teaft full as 
ther, pn vert, convert from your. wud evil ways; tuby certain, that we have fallen, as that we are riſen 
life, W/! you die, O Houſe of Iſrael. t The propenſity again: But, alas, what certainty have we, that 
epent u have to Sin is of your own acquiting; and muſt wie ſhall perſevere to the end? Eſpecially ſince, as+ 
n ex- partly of your o ſubduing.. Therefore has St. Peter tells us, Four infernaF enemy is ever” 
V and oo told. you,, that the Luft *; it ſhall be under watching, ever out upon the ſcout, like a famiſh'd- 
learn YL, and you ſhall baue dominion over it. $ Guard lion in qa of his prey, ſeeking whom be may de 
At is Porſelves then from alt inſurtections from that vour * What ſecurity have we then but i our fears 
that Woarter. Watch and pray, that you enter not inte and vigilance * What arms have we to encounter” 


1 0 


tation. | To what end, think you, does God: 


you fo many good thoughts, ſo many inſpira - 


1 Pons and graces, by means of Sermons, ſpiritual 
eures, good Example and the Holy Sacraments? 


after the EPIPHANY, 


ws. * 
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olgcäbſe wrath. Know you not, ſays St. Pavr, the world, and by the ſuſts of the fleſh, Nhen the 
Gop What the Gordneſs of GoD invites you to Repen- men were aſleep, the cortle was ſown. Vigilance _ 


then and circumſpection are the only ſure means to- 


him with bat faith” and fortitude * Refiſt him 


then, Chriſtians, as this apoſtle 


adviſes Jou, in 
Faitb, fortitude and fidelity. : 


Place + firtn confidence in Gov, recur to him 


nearts Wo what end did he both forth his precious Blood, for ſtrength in every temptation: But frill be afraid 
ju _ down his bleſſed Life, and offer All for the Sal- of yourſelves. - Bleſſed ir the man who ir always 
0 you Non of Mankind? Why, J /ay, did he do and afraid t Remember, that you are neither more” 
f the er thus much, but to furniſh you with the means holy than David,. nor ſtronger than” Sampſen, nor” 

check the imeſtine mions of v0 ſſio Mer N '- 'Fhefe - ſurpriſed; and 
Have . no e inteſtine revolutions of your: pafſions,,  wifer than Salomon. hefe were ſurprifedy. and 
num- : quell! the attempts of your external enemies, and ſo may you be:; if, like theſe, or like the mem in- 
in: work your election among the Good, by repent- this goſpel, you ſuffer your fear to be lull'd aſſe p. 


out of your. 


Fear miſchie vous company; fear indolent ſolitude:- 


g of ma evil ways and rooting 


4,4 
"= Fu. 
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com- 
1, his ers the cockle, of iniquity? Reflect then, Chriſ-- In ſhort, fear your on fenſes;. and fear your moſt 
| you ind Hans, . reflect or and let not fpirituat' loth ſpiritual exerciſes: Devotion itfelf is ofter-times a 
of db you'of theſe bleſſed advantages,. by which you- temptation: At leaſt, the modes of it may be fo. - 
of hs e fo manifeſtly enabled to ſecure yourſelves of the. The devil is a ſubtle enemy, always buſy: to over-- 
ble. Number of the. Elect. | ſprend with cockle the beſt öf ations in themſelves... 


ern. A Sell love, vanity, obftinacy and the like morives-or 
4 To come them to a:condiufion +. You? ſee, qualities inherent are apt to deſtroy, or at leaſt to 


wat il gs the chief. cauſe of reptobation pro- lefſenz;the- merit of them: Be then upon your * 
ate e from negligence. and the cowardly indelence: guurd t Suffer: not yburfebwes· to be of the coßkle : 
up. offering. yourſelves to be lull'd aſſeep by the But, ſinee you have it in your power tobe of the 
im D of Satan, by the vain allurements cf. ſolid grain; ſinee yo, may be children of Gon, 
Kom. ii + Rom. ix: Q1 Tim. ii, | } Exith PI ü Fi. Fabr. Prov. xxvi 
Il, Cent iv. St. Mach A . a r ; 7% 4 


* 


„ 


and it is his will you ſhould be ſo; prove your- 

ſelves ſuch, by ſhunning evil, by doing good, and p 

| the furnace of fire, you may 
c 


avorld, when t 


_ 8 


by taking care that the whole and only motive of 


all your actions be the glory and love of Gop. 


That, at the general harveſt, in the end of the 
55 Son of Man ſhall ſend bis angels 


On the Sixth SUNDAY 7 
te gather, out of bis Kingdom, all ſcandals, and A ö 


them who work iniquity, and ſball caft them into 


eyes, and, Ii 
Kingdom of your Father, Which I beſeech Gov, 
&c. In the Name, &c. 


S 1 ˙ N 
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On the SIXTH SUNDAY. after the EPIPHANY. 


St. MATHEW xii. 31, 32. 


"The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of muſlard- 


ted, which a man took and ſow'd in bis field. 
Which is the Leaſt indeed of all ſeeds : But when 
it is grown-up, it is greater than all berbs, and 
is mads a tree; ſo that the fowls of the air come 
and dwell in the branches of It. WT 


1 0 kingdom of beaven is an expreſſion, Be- 
loved Chriſtians, which our Divine Saviour 
frequently makes uſe of, not only to point- out that 
manſion of glory which is reſerved for the bleſſed 
portion of the Juſt, but even to ſignify the ſtate of 
2 by which FH Juſt arc to 1 to it. In 
ſhort the kingdom of Heaven, properly ſpeaking, is 
the whole este body of bs de, which _— 
in thoſe bappy ſouls who are in actual poſſeſſion 
of eternal felicity, and thoſe who are deſtin'd to be, 
one day, equally 1 them in the joint fru- 
ition of that felicity. For, tho', with regard to us, 


they ſeem to be two different bodies, and therefore 


are diſtinguiſh'd by the diverſifying epithets of 


Church-Triumphant, and Church-Militant ; yet, 
with reſpe& to Chriſt, they are one and the ſame 
kingdom of Heaven. Every one judges, ſays an 


« antient pbilaſapber, + as he himſelf is affected.“ 
And it is very true. We poor hood-wink'd mor- 
tals, who are ſo miſerably immerſed in matter, 
whoſe eyery knowledge flowsto us through the cor- 
rupted channels of our ſenſes, and whoſe exiſtence 
is meaſured by the difference of our limited dura- 
tions, can judge of nothing but by theſe narrow 
rules. And 88 when we compare che in- 
corruptible intellectual and eternal happineſs of the 
bleſſed above with the corruptible ſenſitive and 
mortal condition of the bleſſed on earth; we are 
apt to conceive them as two diſtin& people, two 
kingdoms widely ſituated from each · other: Where 
I Ariftethe, PIES 


as, in reality, they are but one and the ſame king- 
dom in the eyes of Chriſt, Who is the eternal wiſ- 
dom of Gop, looking from end to end ſtrongly and 
diſpoſing all things jweetly. To him there is no- 
thing paſt, nothing future; but all things which 
were, are, or ever will be, are ever preſents in that 
indiviſible eternity by which he ſubſiſts. Thus then 
does Chriſt conſider that ſacred collection of ſouls 
whom he foreſees his own for all eternity. Tho 


we may diſtinguiſh them as members of two diſ- 


tint Churches, the Triumphant and the Militant; 


to him they are but one and the ſame people, of one 
kingdom of heaven in poſſeſſion or in; certain | 


hopes. The Triumphant are ſtill militant to bim 
in thoſe. labours and ſufferings, by which they 
have earn'd their preſent victorious Crowns, 
and which, tho' paſt to them, are ever preſent in 
the gracious Remembrance of their Almighty Pay- 
maſter. And the Militant, in the very midſt of 
their ſtruggles, are triumphant with him in that 
immortal Crown, which he has in ſtore for them, 
and which, tho' ſeemingly diſtant, from their pre- 
ſent reach, is nevertheleſs actually theirs, in virtue 


of the all-ſufficient grace he affords them to attain © 


to it. 


the truly Faithful on Earth, are but one kingdom 
of heaven, with this ſingle difference, that the 
Former are in actual poſſeſſion of the Crown the) 
have been ſtruggling for, and the Latter are at 
ally contending for the Crown which is alread} 
theirs, by the aſſurance of well- grounded Hope. 
Theſe are advancing and hurrying after Thoſe e 


the Same End and by the Same Means. Lo for- 


ward Theſe therefore in their Chriſtian Race, out 
Saviour frequently puts them in mind of the bleſſs 
kingdom, which his Mercy has made them men 
bers of. And this he does, in different manner» 
to ſuit himſelf to their different tempers and ex- 

gencies 


8 


found juſt in bis M 
ſuch, ſhine, as the ſun, * the © 


In the ſight of Gov then the Saints above and of F 


after the EPIPHANY. +; 1 
I. The ſeed of the Muſtard-plant, Chriſtians» 


ncies. Sometimes he propoſes to them the End, 


| bis other times the Means. One time he ſpirits you all know, I ſuppoſe, to be of a very diminutive 

tbe em up to a noble Emulation, by placing before ſize, and of the Leaſt indeed of all ſeeds, as the di- 
70D, em the glorious Rewards which their Compatriots vine Sower of them all tells you. What a pu- 

ue attain'd to; and another time he takes occa- ny thing to compare that acred Body with, 

n to ſhew them how thoſe Rewards are to be at- which embraces the upper and nether ſurface of 

Win'd to. In the Goſpel for laſt Sunday, He com- the globe; and extends her branches from the cen- 

res the kingdom of heaven to a plentiful harveſt; tre to the circumference of this terraqueal univerſe ! 

= In purpoſe to ſhew the Rewards attending on thoſe You, if you wanted a figure to expreſs the Church 


by, would hardly condeſcend to ſtoop ſo low for a 
ſimile. No: Nothing leſs would ſerve your turn 
than ſomething as enormous as your ambition. You 
would ſcorn the hardy beech, the lofty cedar and 
wide ſpreading oak; you would be for overlooking 
the higheſt Alps and ſoaring above the clouds, to 
ranſack the very ſpheres for a compariſon. At 
lexſt, the laſt thing you would think of would be 
of comparing the majeſtic Body of Chriſt's Church 


rſons, who untainted by the cockle of Iniquity, 
ave ripen'd into fruits worthy ot the granaries of 
ie Almighty. Then, ſays he, ſball the Fuſt ſhine, 
Ws the ſun, in the Kingdom of their Father. And 
o, in the Goſpel for this day, to ſhew by what 
Scans that luſtre, that glory, is to be obtain'd, he 

7 ompares the ſame Kingdom of Heaven to a grain 
s r muſtard-ſeed. The Kingdom of Heaven, ſays 

WE hriſt, "is like a grain of muſlard-ſeed, which a 


ing Man boot and ſow'd in bis field: Which is the to a little grain of muſtard-ſeed. What is there, 
wil. %, indeed, of all ſeeds. But when it is grown you would cry to yourſelves, what is there more 
y and , it is greater than all herbs, and is made a tree; deſpicable to the eye; more eluſive of the touch; 
„ no- bat the fowls of the air come and dwell in the or of ſo little eſtimation in itſelf ? But let me aſk 
hich i ranches of it, Jo reap the ſpiritual Fruit then you in turn, Chriſtians : What could be more con- 
\ that ws. hich our heavenly Maſter deſigns us in this com- temptible in it's appearance, more ſubject to ridi- 
"un Wariſon, let us reaſon a little upon it; and We ſhall cule, or leſs in repute than the Church of Chriſt, 
ſouls d, that the Muſtard-plant is a Type of the Holy in It's Beginning? And how 3 it be other- 
Tho Fhurch of Chriſt, an Emblem of her ſacred Doc- wiſe; if we conſider the ſeed and the foil which 
af rin, and a Figure of her bleſſed Faith. This produced it? The ſeeds were a ſurpriſing ſet of 
og Mou will agree to, Chriſtians, when I have ſhewn ſeeming, and ſeemingly abſurd, paradoxes; the 
on ou, as I now propoſe to do, jeſt of human pride and evaſive of the eye and 
N "Rt reach of mortal underſtanding. In fact, what 
kim I. The lowly diminutive Sceds, to which this could appear more fooliſh or weak to the ſuperficial 
the 1 Holy Church owes it's Being; world than the notion of a Gop born with human 
mY 1. The immoveable Soli-lity, on which her Doc- fleſh, of human low-living parents; the One a 
$ . f ; | 
whe } 8 trines are built; And | poor homelily-attired Woman, the other a day-la- 
Pay. III. The ſacred Security which They enjoy who bouring Man: A Gop brought forth in a table, 
40 ; ſeek Shelter under the extenſive Cover of her expoſed in a manger, without any attendants but 
* infallible Faith. thoſe, and an ox, and an aſs: A Gop educated in 
= =. a cottage, converſant chiefly with beggars, nay of- 
= 5 But firſt: To Thee, Almighty Sower of this ten with notorious ſinners: A God crucified, and 

255 1 ſacred plant, with hum bl heart, I lift my ſup- that not in a common manner, but between two 
on oe pliant voice. Continue Thou to cultivate the felons; and nail'd to his Croſs, while They wcre 
L 3 4 growth of what thou haſt ſown in us. Still let only tied to theirs; as if they had apprehend. d 
* 5 » the never-failing Fountain of thy precious Blood more, and thought it of more conſequence to pre- 


refreſh thy Church on earth ; that It ma proſ- 


vent a reſcue of Him than of them: A Gop, in 


g's 4 one encreaſe, till thou ſhalt join it with thy a word, adjudged, by his own Nation, in a judiciary 
. ch triumphant in one bleſſed People. Sprin- trial, a common nuiſance more worthy of death 

85 = kle both Me and all thy Miniſters with Grace than a public harden'd condemn'd murderer? What, 
c F = and Unction, to ſtrengthen and confirm her mem- J ſay, could be more ſeemingly fooliſh and weak 
ready a bers in her ſolid doctrins. And forcibly to draw than all this? Yet ſuch were the ſeeds, the prin- 
* = all men, but chiefly this thy little Flock, to ſeek ciples, which gave birth to that ſpacious Church, 
fs 60 their ſafety under her protecting ſhade, make which is ſince grown to ſo ſtately a bulk. To what 
- „ Every ar perceptibly inclement to them, but then ſhall we attribute this wondrous Encreaſe? To 

| Ned 4 what they breathe under the ſhelter of her all- the ſoil they were ſown in? No: This was more 
e . ſaving Faith, Amen; My Gop! In thy unwea - deſpicable flu, in the eyes of Mankind. Twelve 
wo A _ N Lovely Jeſus, ſay, Amen; and it poor vulgar perſons, molt of them E iſhermen, of 
| exe Wir hy no extraordinary natural genius, unpoliſh'd, * 


90 


vided with riches or power, illiterate, I had almoſt 
faid ſurpriſingly ignorant, of all which the world 
calls Knowledge, were the ſoil from which Gop 
raiſed his Church. O my Gop ! What diminu- 
tive beginnings were theſ: to give to the moſt glo- 
rious work of thy Wiſdom! Ah how well haſt 
thou verified thy Word by the mouth of thy Pro- 
phet, I will deftroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe; 
and the Prudence of the Prudent 1 will rejed? 

In fat, Chriſtians, if we compare the preſent 
extenſive greatneſs of Gop's works in his church, to 
the ſeemingly contemptible ſtate of it in it's begin- 
ning; ſhall we not find, that he has fulfill d his 

romiſe? For to uſe the ſame Prophet's wards, . 
Where is the wiſe? Where is the ſcribe ? Where 
is the diſputer of this world to ſupport theſe poor 
Fiſhermen in their new and unheard-of tenets ? 
But no: Gop wanted not the aſſiſtance of worldly 
eloquence, of earthly wiſdo n, to plant his ſacred 
church. In tbe ky of Gop, ſays St. Pavr, f. 
the world did not by wiſdom know Gop ; therefore, 
did it pleaſe Gop, by the fooliſbneſs of preaching, 
40 ſave them who believe. Chriſt then, beloved, as 
this Apoſtle obſerves, $ choſe not many wiſe accord- 
ing to the fleſb, not many mighty, not many noble, 


to preach his humble doctrine. On the contrary, 


the fooliſh things of the world, he choſe, that be 
might-canfound the wiſe ;, and the weak, that be 
might confound the ſtrong. ] In ſhort, that no fleſb 
might glory in bis fight, the Eternal Wiſdom choſe 
the moſt foolifh, abject, and contemptible men, to 
ſubject the falſe wiſdom of the world to a ſeeming- 
ly fooliſh, weak and deſpicable doctrin. And what 
was this doQrin, but that which I have already 
mention*d. We preach, ſays the Apoſtle, ** a 0 
and that Chriſt crucified, to the Fews indeed a 
feanda), and to the Gentils, fooliſhneſs : But till, 
that foolifhneſs in the eyes of the world is nothing 
leſs in itſelf, and nothing leſs to the ele& than the 
ower and wifdom of Gop. No wonder there- 
ore, that St. Paul ſhould be fent, like the other 
Apoſtles, to preach. the Goſpel, not in wiſdem of 
Sprech, that the Croſs of Chriſ might not be made 
void. For tho? the word of the Croſs to them in- 
deed who periſh, is fooliſhneſs, ſays the Saint; yet 
tn them who are ſaved it is the power of Gov. *t 
Fear not therefore, my little flock, ſays Chriſt.*t 
For fooliſh as you may ſeem in the eyes of the 
world, To you it is given to know the myſteries of 


te kingdom of Go. Nor is it fleſh and blood 


which has reveaPd them to you, but my Father who 
is in Heaven *| Fear not, I ſay, weak, and abſurd 
as theſe myſteries may appear to the carnal; yet 


+* Haiah xxix. 1 Cor. i. 
4 1 Cor.1. § Ibid. 
＋ did. *f St Luke xi“. 
AL xvi 


+ Chap, xxxiii, 
%., ** ibid. 
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dation o 


wiſdom. For that which is the fooliſh of Gow i; 
wiſer than men; and that which is the weak of 
Gop ts oe than men, * Fear not, in a word, 
O little Flock ! For, little and contemptible as your 
Beginning is, yet it bas pleaſed your beavenly Fa- 


-ther to give you a kingdom, + a kingdom of grace, 


of power and holineſs, over-ſpreading the earth 


with it's authority, and joining hands in one holy 


communion with the Bleſſed above. Such Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch as I have ſhewn them to you, ſuch 
were once the diminutive beginnings and ſuch 1s.now 
the dilated magnitude of this Twin-Siſter of the 
kingdom of Heaven, which our Saviour compares 
to the Muſtard-Plant, for the littleneſs of it's ori- 
gin. And indeed what could exceed the juſtneſs of 
this compariſon, whether we conſider the Church 
in her "A or view her in her preſent greatneſs and 
extenſion. The Muſtard-Plant is extremely dimi- 
nutive in it's ſeed : So was the Church of Chriſt. 
In ſhort, analogouſly ſpeaking, the ſeeds of both 
are the leaſt, indeed, of all ſeeds. Again when the 
Muſtard-Plant is grown, it is greater than all 
berbs, and is made a tree. So this divine plant of 
the Almighty's cultivating, the Catholic Church, 
has ſhewn itſelf, in it's growth, greater and more 
permanent than all the ſpurious ſavage plants, 0 
Man's and Satan's planting, which vainly claim the 
title of a Church. For the truth of this, we need 
but caſt an eye on the immoveable ſolidity of her 
doctrins. | 


II. All the ſacred doctrins of the Catholic Church | 


are wiſely and admirably rear'd upon the ſolid foun- 
| Humility, Self-denial, and the Croſs of 
Chriſt. A lowly FD but ſo much 
the fitter for the ſupport of ſo vaſt an edifice. Every 
plant, from the Sinapy to the Cedar, by ſo much 
the deeper it's roots are fix'd in the earth, fo much 
the more loftily and widely is it enabled to ſpread 
the verdant honours of it's head. And thus is it, 
that the Spouſe of Chriſt, inſpired by his Divine 
Spirit, and led by his example, teaches all ber 


children, to raiſe the ſacred plant of grace in ther 


ſouls to the higheſt eminence of dilated charity, ) 
ſinking deeply the roots of true humility. © O... 


*© cred, venerable humility, /ays St. hay 
& thou, thou was't the power, which drew dow? 
«© the Son of Gop to the womb of the Holy Vi- 
gin Mary; which cover'd him with ignoble rag 
* to cloath us with the robes of virtue; and cl 


* cumciſed him in the fleſh, that we might be ci 4 


„ cumciſed in mind, by Self-denial, Thou, 
& thou didft ſcourge him in body, that we mig" 
« eſcape the ſcourge of ſin: Thou didſt crown 
„him with thorns, that we, humbled in imitation 


Ce, i. . St. Luke x. 8 
. ” - * 4 gt 
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ſhall you, with them, ſubdue the pride of worldly 1 


7 


ot him, might be crown'd by him with eternal 
roſes: Thou, thou didſt induce that ſovereign 


* phyſician, who heals and reſtores all things by 
vord, his only word, to take upon him our infirmities, 
your chat he might heal us diſtemper'd mortals,” by 
Fa- e love of his Croſs. 
race, And this, Chriſtians, this is that ſolid doctrine, 
earth nich your holy mother the Church, ſo frequently 

holy reaches and inculcates to you; worthily therefore 
Chri- ompared to the little grain of muſtard-ſeed, which, 
ſuch wich once it has taken root, becomes a ſpacious 
now Nree. From ſuch humble doctrines has the Church 
| the _ ain'd, from time to time, that ſolidity of greatneſs, 
bars nich now enables it to ſpread itſelf through the 
5.01!” Wifeerent regions of the whole univerſe. This, this 
els of the ſame bleſſed phenomenon prefigured in the vi- 
urch Von of Mordecai, under the ſimilitude of a little 
S and 8 pring which afterwards encreaſed to an exceeding 
dimi- eat river, and then became an immenſe flood of irre- 
hrift. Bible light, and a new ſun in the Heavens. Weak 
both nd ſhallow as theſe ſacred doctrines appear d, in their 
| the iſt ſource, yet have they ſwoln, as they ran on, 
1 all and, like an irriſiſtible torrent, borne-down before 
nt of hem all the maxims of the world and the fleſh, 
urch, nd are become the avow'd light of truth to the 
DOR hole world. This again is that little pebble, which 
ts, 0 Polling from the rock Chriſt Jeſus, has broken in 
a the Pieces the enormous ſtatute of the infernal Nebu- 


need WE badnezar : And this it is, the loud report of whoſe 


% apid progreſs has fpread itſelf from country to 
Country, till the eccho of it rebounded from pole to 
ole. Their /5und, ſays. the Pſalmiſt, * has gone 


"Fe 
1 


urch Worth into all the Earth and unto the ends of the 
oun” obe of the world, the words of them, Which St. 
ſs of aul, in the tenth to the Romans, applies to the 
nuch ſacred doctrines of the Apoſtles, in the very infancy 
ver) Wot the Church; Well then may we apply them in 
nuch our days; when that ſacred Church, which is ſo 
nuch ay compared, in it's begining, to the little fone, 
pread e read of in Daniel, bewn out of the mountain 
is It, Rv: bout bands, is now grown to be a great and im- 
vine i moveable mountain-itfelf, and Alletb the whole ear th. 
ber by And to what is it's ſolidity and encreaſe owing, but 
ther to the humble mortified lowly principles it ſprung. 
„ om? For however diminitive it be in it's origin, 
) fo © humility, /ays St, Anſelm, is a huge mountain 
— lin the ſummit of which, a ftood of light, diſcovers 
own a fair tribe of comely perſonages, that is, the ſu- 
Vir- „ blime(t virtues.” 4 ſhort let us conſider- the 
rags Church in what light we will, let us compare her 
cit- doctrines with whatever bears an analogy' with 
 Cif- them; we ſhall ſtill find, that her preſent exten- 
hou, ſiveneſs and ſolidity- is owing, to the humble ſced 
zight which ſhe ſpung from originally. 
on To return then to the divine compariſon we ſets 
tion out with, one diminutive ſeed; and that the leaſl In- 


* P/alm x viii. 
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deed of all ſeeds, produces the trunk of the muſtard 
plant, every branch produces thouſands more, till it 
becomes a tree fit for all the fowls of the air to take 
ſhelter under. So from the humble feed of Chriſt's 
Croſs, and the humility and mortification accom- 
panying it, ſprung the Lered trunk of his Church, 
his bleſſed Apoſtles. The death of every one of 
theſe has ſown thouſands of Chriſtians. One ſer- 
mon of St. Peter brought forth five thouſand at 
once, beſides the many thouſands, who were after- 
wards ingrafted by his and the other Apoſtles means. 
And not to mention the untold number of ſouls, 
which the blood of each ſingle martyr and the ſanc- 
tity of each holy biſhop, confeſſor, virgin and other 
ſaint have yielded to Chriſt, how many millions have 
ſince been, and daily are, converted to the chriſtian 
faith, by means of evangelical preachers and teach- 
ers! How many converſions are daily wrought, by 
an inſpiration, a devout lecture, a ſermon, a ſincere 
confeſſion, a well-wrought communion |! All the 
bleſſed product of that ſacred doctrine which the 
Catholie Church teaches, and has been enrich'd 
with from the humble but fertile ſeed of Chriſt's 
Croſs. And how many fruitful ſeeds of virtue ſhoot 
forth daily from this flouriſhing plant ! What ſanc- 
tity in every little a& of humility; in every little 
condeſcenſion to the weaknefs of a neighbour ; in a 
viſit paid to the ſick, impriſon'd or diſtreſt, for 
Chriſt's ſake z in ſhort, in the variety of holy prac- 
tices which the doctrine of Chriſt's Church incul- 
cates : Practices the mote rich and pregnant with 
ſpiritual fruits as they lie oftentimes conceaPd from 
the obſervation of the world and frequently from 
our OWN. | =. 
Wiſely then does our divine Lord compate the 
militant part of the kingdom of Heaven to the grain 
of muſtard-ſeed, which indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds : 
But wher it is grown, it is greater than all berby 
and is made à tree. The Juftne(s of this compari- 
ſon however will e Ai more evidently; if we 
proceed to conſider the ſacted feeurity which they 
enjoy, who feek ſhelter under the extenſive cover of 
the Church's infaltibte faith. San 
HE The grain of: muſtard-ſeec then, tho? it be 
the leaſt indeed of all feeds at firſt, yet, when it ts 
grown, it is greate? than all berbt andi, made a 
tree, and ſuch a tree that the fools of the air come 
and dwell in the brancheiiof if. Ss the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church ſmall and feeble as it right ap- 
pear in it's ſeed, has ſince beemable, ſpeaking in a 
figurative ſtile, to atttac ke it all the fowls of the 
air, that it, to explain the figure, all the rational 


** | | ; } 

art of mankind; the'greateſt- hearts, the ſublimeſt 
P"deeſtandings; the moft noble and pailfart princes 
of the earth. In ſhort all enn nt creatures, 
thoſe excepted whole refitile paſſions fuffe: them rot⸗ 
to ſoar above the mite of vice and folly they are 
N 2 


plunged 


* 
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which is there plentifully provided for them. This 9 


plunged in, have gloried in ranging themſelves un- 
der the ſafe and wide- extended covert of Catholic 
faith, there, there it is, that they have found, and 
there it is that all may find, the perfect repoſe of 
conſcience, which every where elle is to this day 
ſought in vain. 

Among this intellectual kind of fowls we may 


reckon, Firſt, thoſe pious princes, who have made 


no other uſe of their elevated ſtations than to give 
glory to Gob, in his Church. Such are the three 
eaſtern kings, a St. Margaret of Scotland, a St. Ed- 
mond and St. Edward of England : Secondly, thoſe 
learned and holy divines, fathers and prelates, who 


made the laws of Gop and his Church the ſubject ' 


of the.r ſtudy and practical converſation with men, 
and knew no other wiſdom than that of the goſpel 
and faith of Chriſt : Such as a St. Ferom, the two 
holy Auguſtins, a St. Thomas of Canterbury, and 
many others: And Thirdly, thoſe illuſtrious ſaints 
of both ſexes, who, after the example of the hum- 
ble lark building her neſt on the ground, have made 
humility, ſelf-depreſſion and the Croſs of Chriſt, 
their means of ſoaring to the higheſt perfection of 
faith and good works. And all theſe have attain'd 
to the glory they are now in poſſeſſion of, by dwell- 
ing, in the branches of this ſacred all- protecting tree 
of wiſdom, the Catholic Church. 

To explain this allegory yet farther, let me juſt 
obferve to you, Beloved, that there are three ſorts 
of perſons in the world; who may, yet do not, all, 
reap the benefit of her ſacred ſhelter. The Firft, 
in their affectiom, are, if I may be allowed to ſay 
it, a kind of amphibious creature, as it was between 
the bird and the inſect. Such are they who, en- 
dow'd by the Almighty with ſouls capable of ſoaring 
like eagles, to the higheſt Heavens, ſyet with the 
ſerpent feed upon dirt : confining all their thoughts 
to the earth, and all their Sollicitude to the eſtab- 
liſhing themſelves in it by riches, poſſeſſions and 
worldly means. The Second, are alike amphibious, 
but ſeem to divide nature between the fowl and the 
fiſh. Such are they who ſwim or rather wallow 
and immerge themſelves in voluptuous inordinate 

leaſures : giving themſelves wholly up to luxury, 
idle company, gaming, drinking or other inf 
ous amuſements; A wide and horrible ocean over- 
run with monſters of prey, forever agitated with 
tempeſts, and forever ſubject to imminent dan- 
gers; in which, if they perſiſt, they muſt in- 


evitably be loſt and fall the wretched dupes of 


the all devouring Levi taban of hell. But there are 
a Third ſort who may properly be call'd the birds 
of Heaven itſelf. Theſe are they, who, tho? their 
habitation be on earth, ſtill wiſely keep their minds 
and hearts wholly fix'd on the glory they were born 
to aſpire to; and, ſheltering themſelves under the 


boly faith of Chriſt feed upon that ſpiritual food. 


ſacred food is the holy Sacraments, ſpiritual reading, 
ſermons, faſts, almſ-deeds, tears of compunction, 
prayer, meditation and an almoſt infinit variety of 
pious exerciſes, ſuited to every-one's condition and 
exigences, plentifully adminiſter'd to all the faith- 
full in the Church, and no where elſe to be obtain'd. 
To makeſom application now of what has been 
ſaid and come to a concluſion: To what a wretched 
reptile condition is not this unhappy nation ſunk; 
ſince it has fooliſhly forſaken the ſacred ſecurity it 
enjoy'd under the covert of this Church's infalli- 
ble faith. How much more of the nature of 
the inſect, than of the eagle, is there not in the 
people of this miſerable apoſtate nation, fince they 
have ſought the inclement region of error and irre- 
ligion. Are not all either ſerping in the dirt of falſe 
lucre, or wallowing in the waters of contradiction; 
a ſea of falſe delights inconſiſtent with the nature 
of a rational being: All, I ſay, if I except you, and 
a few more, brethren, who are wiſe enough to cling 
to ſafety, under the ſhade of infallible truth? 
Yet ah Chriſtians! It depends, in great meaſure, 
pon you, great as the ruin of your dear-loved 
country is, to reſtore it to it's primitive holy * 
dor. Even you of this little flock to whom am 
now preaching, had you but the diſpoſitions of thoſe 
five thouſand to whom St. Peter firſt gave the 
light of the goſpel: Even you might reingraft all 
your countrymen, in the holy ſtock, the ſacred 
trunk, from whence they are miſerably lopt. "Ts 
true you are not five thouſand in number: Nor Ia 
St. Peter. But you are, all of you, ſeeds of the 
ſame ſacred plant, and want only to exert the virtue 
and vivacity of the faith which is in you to be as 
fertil as they were. Diveſt yourſelves then, for 2 
few minutes, of the conſideration of the perſonal 
inabilities of your preacher, and only attend to 
the ſaving truths utter'd to you. Wide as any of 
your paſtors may be of St. Peter in point of ſanctity, 
they are his ſucceſſors in the Apoſtleſhip and in the 
power of preaching to you; and therefore if you 
but reſolve to follow the evangelical advice which 
they give you, and follow it with the ſame ardor as 
the five thouſand did to whom the Apoſtle preach'd, 
the Holy-Ghoſt ſhall deſcend on you all ; you ſhall 
all - become the happy inſtruments of converting. 


| thouſands, by the teſtimony of your holy lives: and 


the diminutive ſeeds of each little congregation 0 
you, ſhall grow-up and become greater than all the 
wild herbs of ſects in this kingdom, and ſhall at 
length be made one great ſubſtantial tree of truth and 
virtue; ſo that all the fowls in the air, all the ra- 
tional creatures in this iſland, ſhall, in conjunction 
with the faithful of other nations, . ſhelter them- 
ſelves under the purity. of it's communion. 


. Come 
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5 Send, let us join hands and hearts. 
4 15 dle ſhown us from above, let us draw from a ſelf- 
depreſſion and littleneſs in our own thoughts, a 


Come then, Beloved, to compaſs this glorious 
After the mo- 


greatneſs of glory to Gop, and edification to our 
neighbour. Little let us be, by humillity in doing 


| good; little, by patience in bearing evils; little in 


the croſs of Chriſt and contempt of the world: 
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good example, and ſtrong in the perfection of a 


But great and ſtrong, as the muſtard-ſeed, let us en- 


deavour to grow in virtue and ſavorineſs; great in 


NF a lively faith; great in a well- grounded hope, and 


great in extenſive charity to each-other and in an 
& unbounded love of Gop: Great, in a word, in 
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chriſtian life. O grant it thou, dear Saviour, by 
thy Croſs and Paſſion : Keep us in ſafety from the 
inclement air of error, infidelity and fin, under the 
ſhelter of the myſtically fruitfull tree of wiſdom, thy 
unerring Church. There feed us with the heavenly 
nouriture thou has't provided for us: Confirm us 
with thy efficacious grace: And ſo refreſh us with 
the ſweet repoſe of conſcience, which there and on- 
ly there is to be found; that we may take a ſure 
and uninterupted flight from this our mortal pil- 
grimage, to the immortal kingdom thou dos't invite 


us to. Which I beſeech Go, Sc. In tbe Name, &c. 
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St. MATTHEW xx. 4, 16. 


| Go ye into my vineyard and what ſhall be juſt, I 


will give you . . . . For many are call'd but few 
choſen. 


ANY call'd; and why, but that they may be 
choſen? Whence comes it then, Beloved, 


A that, of the many who are call'd, the choſen are 


ſo few? Is not He, who calls, that all-beneficent 


YN Gop, who wills all men to be ſaved? Are not 
they, who are call'd, free-agents empower'd to 


make ſure their election? Are not the conditions of 
election ineffably gracious, on the Almighty caller's 


part; and extremely eaſ t 
Fare call'd? Gon y eaſy, on the part of thoſe who 


ſo pleaſed, to oblige us to ſerve and obey him, un- 


had the abſolute right, if he had 


der pain of the ſevereſt puniſhments, without being 
any-ways obliged toreward us for our labour, when 


= we had done: Whereas to encourage us to do wil- 


4 1 uns! what he could have forced us to do, 


6 he gave 
he power of choice; and by entering into a 
gracious covenant with us of infinit rewards for a 
little finite ſervice, which himſelf had no need of 
he mercifully put our eleQion to thoſe rewards into 
Our © hands. What could be more gracious on 
the Almighty's part? Now all, which js required 


on our parts, towards inſuring thoſe infinit rewards 


to ourſelves, is, that we love our infinit bene factor 


above all other beings; and give him proofs of the 

cerit y ot our love, by the love we bear to his 
creatures for his ſake z in a word, by ſulflling his 
commandmeats : And hs cc muliCiaciits "Pg nat 
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gromen as the Apoſtle * bears witneſs. Nay, ſo 
ar are they from being grievous, that the general 
obſervance of them is the only ſure pledge we have 
in this mortal ſtate, for our perſonal enjoyment of 
ace, property, plenty, health, liberty and even 
ife. It is true indeed, that the perverſe propenſity 
of our nature to evil has nevertheleſs raiſed ideal 
difficulties in the practice of theſe commandments : 
But then, that thoſe difficulties might be no ob- 
ſtruction to our compliance with the divine will, our 
cious maſter has promiſed us grace ſufficient to 
enable us to ſurmount them. hat then can be 
more eaſy than what is required on our parts to 
make ſure our election to glory? Go ye inte my 
vineyard, ſays the Lord to us all, and what ſball be 
juſt I will give you. All therefore are call'd to earn 
what wages they will: The wages of everlaſting; 
life, or the wages of eternal death. If then we 
earn the former; it is the merciful effect of Gop's 
infinit unmerited bounty in calling us: But if we 
earn the latter; it is the miſerable fruit of our own 
perverſe folly in forfeiting the election he affords us 
the means to ſecure. So far then, Chriſtians, we 
all know of Predeſtination, that all are call'd to 
eternal glory; and that the will of Gop is, that 
all be choſen to it as well as call'd. But ah]! Who, 
but Gop, knows which of us ſhalb-gain or loſe our 
election? O the dreadful ſuſpence on which de- 
pends a whole eternity of :neffable bliſs or unutter- 
able woe: The irremiſſible enjoyment of Gop ! 
or the irrevocable loſs of him] O dear-loved ſouls } 
Couls created by Gap and for Gop | How then 
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ſhall we forbear to tremble, every one, for. our 
ſafety, poor creatures as we are at preſent, held in 
ſuſpence amidſt ſuch happineſs and miſery; with 
every reaſon to claim à right to Heaven, but with 
every doubt to juſtify our fears of Hell ; with every 
reaſonable hope of enjoying God, but with every 
danger of loſing him forever? But: Deareſt fellow 
exiles! The tender love I bear you will not ſuffer 
me to leave you thus agonizing on the rack of ſo 
gnawing a ſuſpence. Too much does my fond re- 
gard for you make your miſery my own, not to 
urge me, this day, to conſole you and remove your 
anxious doubts with tidings of joy. Courage then, 
Beloved Brethren, courage. Heaven is your own, 
if you will have it. Ixsus, this day, opens the 
gates of it to you and invites you in. Go ye into my 
wineyard, and what ſball be juſt I will give you. 
He offers you the wages of eternal life for a little 
temporal labour; and is ready to take the labouring- 
oar off your hands, by co-operating with you. He 
has ſuffered pain and death on an ignominious croſs, 
that you may enjoy life and bliſs on a throne of 
glory. What more then ſhould the Lord have done 
to bis Vine and has not done it? Or what more 
Joyful tidings can I bring for your comfort? Yet 
what grounds have I even for giving you this con- 


folation ; if, vow'd enerhies to your ſeſves, you 


rebelliouſſy thwart the gracious deſigns your bun- 


tedus God has upon your ? There is no room to 
fear the Almighty's deſtres: Your-own are alf the 
matter of my dread. Settle but a ftrm corteſpon's 
dence with Hm; ant F pronotiuce yon ſœved. Let 
Scholaftics' ther ſpire henceforth” their langs for 


ſome more uſeftil prrpoſe: Let them deſiſt from 
their pompous explattations, auch even ſnut- up their 
volumes 6 little underftood, fo very unittteffigible. 


Away, with thofe' big, not yet unriddted, 
a : Trab fer en, Hefti, Nevin, Pre- 
difinition'and what not. And let the plain inteſli- 
e words of Chriſt take place. Let us not pay 
ſuch ſervit homage to tell we are ſtrangers to 
the re of, as to over- look the truths we com- 
pretend; Two words of SUS have ſet me more 
_ Fight, than all the volumes of the 'Stholaftics can 
, oo: Go yr into” my vineyerd; ant what ſbirll be 
juſt Tuilli give you. ence I gather, that the 
Whole argument of Predeſfinatton amounts — 
thing more than this. None are loft, who ate riot 
Willing to be loſtf: it being à matter of eter nat 
truth, hat 


I. Afing well is the infallible means of aſcer- 
taining our Predeſtination to eternal hap 
pineſs: And at ee 

II. Adding ill, or not afting well, is the ſure 
cauſe of damnation to eternal miſery. 


* 1/aieb v. 
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4 O Gop of love who did'ſt create us all to live, 
“and wilt not that any of thy. creatures periſh ! 


Vouchſafe to make us ſenſible how much thou 


© has't left our miſery or happineſs to our own e- 
* leion. And ſince thy mercy, to make us 
„ doubly bleſſed, has liberally put it in our power 
© to make our own, the bliſs to which thou did'ſt 
* and do'ſt ſtill call us, by placing life and death 
before us in their genuin colours ; O graciouſly 
* infuſe into our ſouls thy ſaving wiſdom and ſweet- 
ly lead us to the happy choice thou wilt not 
force us to.“ | 


I. The great and weighty affair of our ſalvation, 
revered audience, depends not alone upon one will, 
It muſt be the joint effect of two. Gop's will and 
our own. It is a known, and univerſally conteſt 
truth that Gop ſaves only be willing. But that 
it is his abſolute will, thatrall ſhould be ſaved, ap- 
pears ſtrongly from the words of my text; in which 
he invites all to work in his vineyard and promiſes to 
all a recompence proportion'd to their labours. G 


"» 
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ye into my vineyard and what ſhall be juſt I will 


give you. It appears from the inward calls of 
lights, inſpirations, checks, and other graces with 
which be enlightens all men coming into this world, 
as St. 7obn “ witneſſes. And it appears in the ex- 
ternal voice of ſermons, lectures, converſe, exam- 

, mtracles and other like means, by which he 
invites all. The Gop of Gop's! our Lord (fays 
DAvip f) hath ſpoken and call'd the earth. © And 
„hat carth, what earth? 4. perhaps, or 
« Af ſays St. Auguſtin.” Was Europe tlie only 
earth he calPd, or France alone, or only England, 
or barely” ſome ſingle province ? No, no: Gop is 
no partlal niggard, no haughty exheptor of perſons, 
For he (ſays this venerable fatlier) he who bath 
* callid the earth, from tbe riſing of the Sun even 
« to the going down f has left no parts of it un- 
« calPd,” And why, think ye, Has he calf'd all, 
but becauſe, as the Apoſtle ſays, hr wills all men 
to ber faved? y And for alf men to be ſaved, there 


needs no more to be added, te this ſaving will of 


Gov; than that every man alſo de will himfelf to 
be faved?! © ooh | 

Ah! Why then do we preſume to find fault 
with the divine conduct? Why murmur and think 
it hard, that the innocence of all human nature 
ſhould have been depoſited in truſt with the firſt of 
men, and the Wills of a Whale free and rational 
world lodged in that of one weak and inconftant 
creature? To what purpeſe, [ /ay, do we repine 
at an irremediable evil paſt, which; without ſub” 
tilzing upon it, we have it in our power to repair. 
Enough is it for our conſolation, that all the m. 
chiefs devolved to us from our grandſite Adam can 

Chap. i. + P/alm. xlix. t il. 
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do us no damage, unleſs we will; now, that our 


Divine Mediator ' has put-on the appearance of a 
ſinner, by taking upon him the Simlitude of the 
fleſh of fin.“ There is now ingrafted in hu 

ace, as St. Auguſtin calls it, 


which ſpreading itſelf abroad from out of his ſacred 
X wounds, whence it flows, vigorouſly oppoſes that 


corruption which was ſown by Adam and convey'd 


to poſterity. Now as ſin is originally implanted in 
all, by the Old Adam's ſowing it in the nature of 


all; ſo is the ſin-deſtroying ſeed of Divine Grace 


| who died to merit it. for all. 


offer'd to all, by Jesvs Chriſt, the New Adam, 
« As the carnal ſeed, 


: V fays St. Auguſtin, was vitiated by Adam, ſo 
does the ſpiritual ſeed of Grace, urge through 


EX with innumerable rebellious emotions. 


W to good. I own, O mortals, that, without any actu- 
al guilt of yours, you have been infeQted b 

== venom of that bitter bitter morſel of diſobedience. 
WW But then you too muſt own, that you cannot, with- 


F * Jrsvs CHR1sT.” Thus then, O hapleſs man, 


true let it be, that thy nature, made refractory by 
the contumacy of thy firſt parent, agitates thee 
Still is it 
comfortably as true, that, re-invigorated by the 
obedience of a ſecond much better Parent, thou ar't 
aſſiſted to conquer thoſe with full as many emotions 


y the 


out your own guilt, miſs of being cleanſed from all 


infection by the Blood of Him who, for us all, was 


made obedient to death, even the death of the Croſs. 


lt was not in your power, ſays the ſame boly 


* Father, not to be born of Adam. But it is in 


your power, by believing in Chriſt to be born 


| i of him.” That is, in ſhort, Adam ſinning, and 


1 the effects o 
iſen and human nature being reſtored by his riſe, 


Hour own hands. 
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you in him, you were not free to ſeel or not to feel 
that original fall. But, Chriſt now 


you are now free to reap or not reap the fruits of his 
Redemption, wrought for All, and offer'd to All. 
All of you therefore have now your falvation in 

Man indeed with all his liberty can do nothing 
And Gop will do nothing without 
1 Certain it is indeed that the Almighty is de- 
pꝛotic Sovereign over the whole univerſe, and reigns 
Supreme over Free as well as neceſſary Agents. But 
then he rules not the actions of Free Agents with 
the fame kind of dominion as he does the effects of 
Neceſſary Cauſes. The Latter he controuls, but 
the Former he ſweetly guides, directs and governs 
without prejudice to their freedom. What cem 
placency does he not always treat our ſculs wich 2 
He ſnatches not our conſent with tyrannic violence . 
but ſweetly courts it with the endearments of a pa- 
rent. He does not Crag, us, in ſpite of our will, 


into his ſervice; but invites us to do Wallingly what 


Rr 222 282 : 
he is willing we ſhoull do, and invites us with the 
matt encouraging promiſes, 


Co ye into my Vine- 
* Ron... viii. 
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yard and what ſball be juſt I will give you. If in 
his eternal Decrees he acts without conſulting us 


he ſtill conſtantly acts without injury to us. Previ- 
ouſly to his infinit Preſcience, his infinit Mercy 


' wills us All to be ſaved. And pronounces not ſen- 


tence of life or death but in ſight of our choice of 
the Former or the Latter. So that every creature 
poſſeſt of Reaſon and Free-will, is at liberty to be 
freely ſaved, is at liberty to be freely damn'd. Far 
from vs then, with horror, be baniſh'd the Satanic 
Predeſtination of Pelagius, which impioufly robs 
the world of Grace! Far from us the Infernal 
Predeſtination of Calvin, which robs Mankind of 
Freedom! The Firſt, too facrilegiouſly courteous: 
to human nature, lays open every avenue to Pride, 
Ingratitude, and infolent Preſumption. The Se- 
cond, too baſely big with blaſphemy, what can it 
tend to but folly, madneſs libertinage, and wild De- 
ſpair ? Far, my Gov, far from us as hell, for-ever be 
the thought of ſeparating 2 grace from hu- 
man liberty, or human liberty from thy aſſiſting 
Grace ! What would thy Graces be without our” 
freedom but abſolute neceſſity? What, without 
thy Aſſiſting Grace, could our liberty be but mere 
licentiouſneſs? In ſhort, Chriſtians, if we part ei- 
ther from the other; what leſs do we attempt to 
do, than to take away all Predeſtination from Gop,, 
all Providence from the world, Gop himſelf from 
Human Nature, and Human Nature from Man? 
* Take away Free-will, ſays St. Bernard, and 
* there is nothing to be ſaved: Take away Grace 
* and there will not be where-with to ſave.” Ah 
let us then ſubſcribe to what the holy St. Celeſtine 
ſo divinely ſays. Let us own that © Such is the 
&* ineffable Goodneſs of the Divine Majeſty to Man- 
* kind as abſolutely to will, that his own divine: 
gifts ſhould become alſo our human merits,” 
That is, in ſhort, thoſe very actions with whiectr 
we earn heaven, (if ever we are ſo happy as to 
purchaſe it) are both the gifts of Gop and our own: 
merits. And how ſhould they not be God's; 
when they never could have been without Gop# 
For Net I, ſays St. Pauz, * but the Grace of Gop 
with me. And how ſhould they not be our own, 
when we co-operate and apply our own confent and- 
endeavours, and without us they would not be? 
For, as St. . beautifully remarks, Gop 
4 is call'd our Help: And No-One can be help'd,. 
„ who does not himſelf willingly and jointly act.“ 
Who then can deny thoſe actions to be Gop's,, 
when God is the donor of them? Who can doubt: 
of their being Man's, when Man poſſeles them by 
gift from Gop ?. Nothing can be Gop's in a ſtrict- 
er ſenſe than thoſe actions, Which, without Gop's 
ſpecial affiſtance, could not exiſt: And nothing can 
be more ours than actions which never Would have 
been without our co-operation. To conelude with" 
n. 


the 
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the ſame ſacred writer. The Good we do is 
&* both Gop's and our own. It is his, inaſmuch 
& as he diſpoſes our Will to do it: It is ours, in- 
% aſmuch as Gop would not enable us to do it 
c without our free {conſent.”? 

Hence is it, dear-loved Chriſtians, that, as we 
call-in, to our aſſiſtance, the Divine Grace, in qua- 
lity of Firſt Cauſe of our Salvation; ſo does the 
Almighty call-in, for a joint operator, our free- 
will as a ſecond cauſe of it. Convert us, O Gop 
our Saviour, + is our frequent prayer. Turn ye 
to me then with all your hearts, f is the conſtant 
reply of Gop. A pliableneſs of heart to the Di- 
vine Will muſt be a gift from Gop, and he has 
promiſed that gift to all, who will accept it. / 
will give ye, ſays he, A beart of fleſh. * But then 
he gives it, on condition that we ſhall co-operate 
with him towards mollifying the flint in our breaſts 
and molding it again into fleſh. Make to yourſelves 


5 


a new beart, ſays he. f Like David, we all hanker 


after rewards from Gop, and when we do begin 
to ſerve him, we may, every-one, ſay with the 
PSALMIST, I have inclined my heart ta do thy 
' Juſtices for retribution. t And we cannot be more 
deſirous of favours than God is to grant them to ns. 
But then he expects we ſhould labour for them in 
his vineyard ; he expects th at the bleſſings we covet 
to receive, and he to give, we ſhould employ our 
hands to earn, and ſtretch forth our arms to lay 
Hold on. Go ye into my vineyard and what ſhall be 
juſt I will give you, Lo conclude then; That we 
are call'd and invited is the ſole work of our gra- 
cious Gop: That we anſwer his call is the joint 
work of Gop and ourſelves. This is the common 
ſentiment of the Fathers of the church, And this 
will help to explain that ſentence of the Apoſtle ſo 
generally quoted and fo little underſtood : God wills 
all men to be ſaved. In which words, it is very 
obſervable, that the Apoſtle ſays not, Gop wills 
ta ſave all men; but he wills all men to be ſaved. 
For the grace of God abſolutely requires our co- 
action. Our ſweats muſt be mingled with his pre- 
cious blood; and he expects, that the innocence or 
penitential fervor of our lives ſhould render eflica- 
cious the merits of his death. In ſhort, ſays St. 
Ambroſe, * Gop wills all men to be ſaved; but 
« that is, if they will come to him. For he wills 
not that the unwilling ſhould be ſaved; but he 
wil's all to be ſaved, if they alſo are willing,” In 
ſhort, Gop will not convert his beatitude into bon- 
_ dage, his rewards into puniſhments, by forcing 

them upon us: And theretore makes them the mat- 
ter of our own choice. 

“ Well, Father, cries ſome one, I'll not pretend 
ce to diſpute with you. Let it even be as you ſay. 
„I cannot be loſt, without loſing myſelf. Gop 
„ affords me grace; and it is my buſineſs to cor- 
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c reſpond to that grace. Still muſt you allow, 
© that Gop does not demean himſelf alike to all. 


Still muſt you grant, that he ſuccours ſome more 
* vigorouſly and others leſs. Well then may ſome 


be fervent, others languid; ſome virtuous, 


&© others faulty; ſome ſaved and others loſt.” But 
of what ſtamp muſt the mortal be, who reaſons 


thus of Gop ? Can it be other than ſome hood- * 


wink'd heretic nurſed up in vice and error ? Or 


ſome wild Indian wrapt- up in ignorance and infide- - 


lity? Yet, O my equitable Gop, yet has't thou 
truths wherewith to ſilence even theſe; Nor needs 
there more to ſtop their mouths than what thou 
has't long ſince taught us by Tertullian's mouth: 
Not one, no not one ſoul, among all, is without 
« guilt, if loſt; becauſe not one was without the 
« ſeeds of good in it.” But how Chriſtians, Ca- 
tholic Chriſtians, diſtinguiſh'd by thee with ſuch 
Exceſs of mercy, wrought by thy heavenly hand 
with ſo much favorit tenderneſs into veſſels of 
honour, ſhould yet preſume to accuſe thee of being 
frugal pf thy graces, is what I cannot comprehend. 
O Cath With whom has Gop dealt more 
liberaWly than with you? All of you are invited into 
his vineyard to earn the rewards he has prepared 
for you : But if one prefers the fruitleſs toils of 
vice; another the laborious inactiveneſs of indo- 
lence; and all, ſupinely careleſs, negle& the gra- 
cious invitation; is it the fault of grace, or not ra- 
ther your own? Ah! Be then aſſured of this pro- 
found irrefragable truth : Every human ſoul is pro- 
vided with ſufficient means to reach the eternal 
bliſsful end for which it was created; and the ſole 
reaſon, why ſo few are happy enough to attain to 
the glory which courts them, is, that they are not 
faithful in the uſe of thoſt means: The divine 
grace which prevents us would be efficacious in all; 
if all would exert themſelves to render it effica- 
cious. It excites all alike ; But not all exert them- 
ſelves alike in the uſe of it. And therefore is i- 
that grace is not always ſo efficacious as it would be 
becauſe we do not correſpond to it as we ſhouls: 


Nay, ſometimes it is totally ineffectual, becauſe we | 
In a word, what St. Aue 
ſays, is undeniably true: No man is loſt, becaus 


are totally deaf to it. 


the graces with which Gop prevents him are tc? 
weak; but becauſe all ſecond graces being juſtij pie” 
pottion'd to a man's co-operation with the fy 
which were given him, thoſe graces never vigorcu-) 


aſſiſt (nor can it be expected they ſhould a{liſt) 


one who gives them too cool a reception. 
cs 


reaſon, ſays the ſaint, why a man wants gracc, ® 
„not, that Gop does not give it; but that man 
** negletts to accept it.“ 

For the truth of all this, Beloved, let us recur '® 
matter of fact. The prodigal ſon in St. Luke, ® 
once the dupe and out- caſt of vice and debaucÞ®) 


after his long laborious expenſive drudgery in their 
ſervice, 
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ſervice, when able no longer to feed their extra- 
© vagance, was ſhamefully expell'd from their at- 
tendance, and glad to take up with the diſgraceful 
© attendance on a herd of ſwine: A treatment not 
* uncommon for the world to reward it's followers 
with. The companions of his diſgrace were mea- 
© gre hunger, general penury, unprofitable want, with 
all the offspring of purchaſed poverty; and the 
© only ſauce to the husky refuſe of ſwine, which 
& ſerved him for Nouriture, was ſhame, ſorrow 
and fruitleſs remorſe. In this ſtate of miſerable 
mendicity did grace take it's time to rouze him 
from his lethargic ſupineneſs; and, darting through 
his ſoul a ray of divine light, ſhew'd him in one 
point of view all the horrors of the uncleanly ſty he 
was humbled to, with all the luſtre of the paternal 
palace he had wantonly exchanged for it. 'Then, 
then it was, that a ſalutary reflection the firſt-born 
emotion of preventing mercy, ſpoke to his afflicted 
=X ſoul: O! How many 75 my Fatber's birelings a- 
bound with bread, and I bere periſb with bunger ? 
Thus far was wholly the preventing work of grace. 
nere let us halt then a minute, for improvement's 
=E ſake, and fancy to ourſelves, that this prodigal youth, 
Adejected with the miſery of his ſituation and the 
baſeneſs by which he had reduced himſelf to it, in- 

I ſtead of improving this merciful prevention of Hea- 
ven with the laudable reſolution, I will riſe and go 

= /o my Father, + had on the contrary deſperately re- 
ected the very thought, as raſh and likely to prove 
W& unſucceſsful. Ah! Had he ated thus; would he 
ever have ſeen his Father? Would he ever have 
found means to be reconciled to him? Would he e- 
XX ver have felt the ſweet. effects of the revival of pater- 
nal tenderneſs in him? No: In all probability, ne- 
ver. Of what uſe then would the preventing grace 
of Gop, in ſuch a ſuppoſition, have proved to him 
but to aggravate his fin with the guilt of Obduracy 
and to redouble his miſery with additional venge- 
ance? That he was call'd then to a reconciliation 
by with his loving injured parent, was the ſole work of 
i foreſtalling mercy. That the means of his recon- 
Liliation were offer'd to his acceptance, were put in- 
to his own hands, was the gratis-gift of preventing 
grace. But that he uſed thoſe means, that he did 
obtain that deſireable reconciliation, was the joint 
Vork of Gop and himſelf, was the ſweet effect of 
Govp's grace and his own merit. | 
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was poſting forward to Damaſcus, with no leſs a 
deſign than to drag, thence' to Feruſalem, all the 
Chriſtians he ſhould meet with ; that he might glut 
his falſe zeal with their blood. - His body not more 
agitated with the velocity of his ſteed than his 
mind with the fury of his miſplaced wrath „ he was 
concerting meaſtres, on his journey, to extirpate 


St. Luke xv. 


W T Atrix, | 
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Breathing forth menaces and ſlaughter, t Saur 


the very memory of the growing gotpel, by laying 
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the Ax to the root. In this cruental diſpoſition did 
the all-beholding eye of the merciful JIxs us behold 
him from the throne of his glory ; and, command- 
ing the clouds at his divine feet to deſcend and in- 
tercept the preſumptuous rider's progreſs, himſelt 
ſtep'd forth arm'd with his lightening around him, 
and laid the horſe and the rider ſprauling on the 
ground: Thus verifying what his ſervant Jacob 
prophecied : * Be Dan @ ſnake in the way, 4 ſerpent 
in the path, biting the boofs of the borſe, that bis 
rider may fall backward. Thus much did the ſole 
wer of grace do towards the converſion of Saul. 
t call'd him: It rouzed him to a ſenſe of himſelf: 
It knocked at his breaſt for entrance. It was PauPs 
buſineſs then to give admittance to the divine grace 
to open the eyes of his ſoul to the divine ſplendor 
which courted him; and to the gracious inviting 
expoſtulation of Ixs us (Saul, Saul! why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me ? +) the leaſt he could, in gratitude, 
do, was to aſk, as he did, who ar't thou, Lord? 
And it was this prompt compliance with the pre- 
venting grace of God, which merited him the Se- 
cond forewarning light convey'd'to his ſoul in that 
gracious anſwer of Chriſt, J am Jeſus whom thou 
do perſecute. I But let us ſuppoſe to ourſelves, 
on the contrary, that,. inſtead of anſwering the di- 
vine voice, he had taken his fall for the effe& of 
ſome natural accident and the heavenly ſound for 
the effect of a frighted diſturb'd imagination; and 
therefore murmur'd at the former, and deſpiſed the 
latter: Would he, think you, in ſuch caſe, have 
come to the knowledge of his raſh miſtaken zeal ? 
No, no: He would never have obtain'd that ſecond 
grace, which, new-moulding his heart, drew from 
him, that ſubmiſſive reply: Lord! what wilt thou' 
bave me def f He would never have been tranſ- 
formed from the perſecuting Saul, to Faul the A- 
poſtle. He would never, in a word, have become, 
what he thenceforth was, a veſſel of election to Feſus 
Cbriſt to carry his Name before the Nations and 
Kings, and the children of I rael. | That he was 
call'd to this great honour then was a liberal effect 
of the unmerited grace which prevented him. But 
that he improved that grace to the end, for 
which it was given to him, was the joint effect of 
the divine mercy and his own co-operation. To 
conclude, had the Prodigal Youth above-mention'd 
rejected the preventing grace firſt offer'd to him; had 


St. Paul turn'd a deat ear to the converting voice 


of Jeſus; The Former would probably never have 
been reſtored to the tender embraces of his Father, 
nor the Latter ever have been admitted to the bo- 

ſom of his holy mother the Church, For, as the 
great St. 3 — beautifully obſerves, They who 
te are rouzed by preventing grace, are purpoſely 
© rouzed, that they may act, not that they may 
c remain inactive. In fact the men in our Goſpel 

* Genefi xlix, + Afrix. f Ibid, J Adi . 
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were not call'd to inaction: That was the fault our 
Redeemer blamed them for: Why do you ſtand here 
ell the day idle? They were invited into the vine- 
yard of the Lord; Go ye into my vineyard. And 
why, but that they might throw off their fruitlets 
indolence and earn the premium offer'd to virtuous 
induſtry. Go and what ſba!l be juſt I will give you. 

Thus then, O deareit fellow Chriſtians, if we 
mould not obtain the bliſs deſigned for us, the fault 
is wholly ours. Gop offers it to all: Vet not as 
a meer gratis-gift z but as a recompence. Tis our 
buſineſs then to earn it. Enough is it that 
Gop, without any previous merit in us, vouch- 
ſafes to ſecure it to us, by his unalterable pro- 
miſe,, on condition of our labouring to obtain it: 
Enough, I ſay, to render the Almighty blameleſs 
and. to make us the unjuſtifiable cauſes of our own 
perdition, if we ſhould unhappily be loſt. for tis 
plain, the fault could not be in Gop's refuſal of the 
recompences promiſed, but in our neglect to earn 
them. And if we will not earn them; it is not 
that grace is wanting to us. But we are wanting 
to grace and to ourſelves. With the very ſame 
graces, which are granted to you, Beloved; and, 
perhaps, with leſſer ones, many-a- one has become 
a ſaint and a great ſaint; too. If you then are ſin- 
ners, in ſpite of thoſe graces ; the fault is all your 
own, in throwing the whole work of your ſalva- 
tion on God: Whereas, Gop inſiſts upon your 
co-operating with him in that important affair; im- 
portant, { jay, to yourſelves, but no otherwiſe of 
importance to him, than from the tenderneſs of his 
diſintereſted affection for you. Gov promiſed to the 
children of 1ſreal-to deliver them from the grievan- 
ces they groaned under in their Egyptian ſlavery; 
yet did he expect that they ſhould co-operate: with 
him in the work of their deliverance, by rouzing 
themſelves from their ſupineneſs, by gathering to- 
gether, and by marching arm'd and in poſture of 
defence to the Red-Ses. He gave them, by repeat- 
ed promiſes in the wilderneſs, the land of Canaan, 
a; land flowing with milk and honey; yet did he 
expect that they ſhould earn it, by praying for it, 
by fighting for it, and by exerting every lawful in- 
duſtry to conquer and poſſeſs: it. Thus too does 
he offer us the eternal poſſeſſion of the kingdom of 
heaven. But then he warns us, that, to poſſeſs it, 
we muſt not throw the whole affair upon him; but 


muſt put ſomething of our on. The: kingdom of 


beauen ſuffers violence. It is by violence then we 
muſt obtain it. We muſt uſe violence with the 
Devil; we muſt uſe violence with the world; we 
muſt uſe violence with ourſelves. We muſt be vio- 
ent in the reſiſtance of ice; violent in the ac- 
quiſition of Chriſtian virtues violent in the love 
of. Gop and the purſuit of his glory. For, The 
Violent, and. None but the Violent, ſeize it by 


—— _—C 


force. Reſt naturally preſuppoſes motion : And the 
Life-to-come was deſign'd for us, by our all-provi- 
dent Maker, a ſtate of everlaſting Reſt. The pre- 
ſent life then muſt naturally be a ſtate of inceſſant 
laborious reſtleſs motion towards it. Therefore is 
it, that Gop calls us alt as fo many induſtrious 
workmen to labour in his vineyard; that we may 
carn the everlaſting Reſt and blifs prepared for us, 
and may receive it from his liberal hand as a pre- 
mium of our well-concerted toils. Ah why then, 
beloved Brethren, why do you. fland, many of you, 
all the day idle; as if you had no buſineſs to do, or 


no ſecurity of being rewarded for your labours ? 


Can you labour to a more fruitful neceſſary purpoſe 
than your Eternal Happineſs? Can you deſire 3 
ſtronger ſecurity for obtaining it, if you a& well, 
than Gop's unalterable Promiſe? And This you 
already have. Go ye into my Vineyard, ſays the 
Lord, and what ſball be juſt Iwill give you. Up- 
on the whole then, deareſt Chriſtians : Since the 
power is thus: plainly, thus undeniably, put into 
our own: hands to render grace more or leſs effica- 
cious, by the fervor or tepidity of our correſpon- 
dence ; Since Gop is ready to multiply and ſtrength- 
en his graces in us, in proportion to the encreaſe of 
our gratitude; is it not conſequently ſelf-evident, 
on one hand, that acting well is the certain means 
of ſecuring our Predeſtination to eternal Happineſs? 
Whho then can harbour a doubt of this irrefragable 
Truth : 'That No-One will be loſt who is not wil 
ling to be loſt ? 


H. On the other hand, if through ſhameful in- 
dolence, we render the grace of Gop inefficacious; 
or if, through ungrateful perverſity, we abſolutely 
obſtruct Its operations; can it be denied that our 104 
acling well, or our acting ill, is the ſole cauſe of 
our Damnation to eternal Miſery? Is it not plain, 
that our Perdition is from ourſelves? For, what 

rt in it can Gop be charged with, who, willing 
— to be loſt, calls All Men to be ſaved. The 
divine Call, by which we are invited to Salvation, 
is of a two-fold nature, admirably figured in that 
two-fold pillar in the midſt of which the Lord pre- 
ceded the Iſraelites as their guide to the Red- Sea. 
It is either a thunder to awake us, or a lightning to 
chaſtife us; an attractive to allure us, or a ſcourge 
to urge us forward. All promiſes or threats, it !s 
at a luminous cloud to thoſe who follow it, to guide 
them on; but a pillar of fire, to ſuch as neglect ot 
turn from it, to ſpurn them forward-or bring them 
back. When the children of 1/rael paſs'd through 
the wilderneſs on their eſcape from the oppreſſions 
of PRARAO, Our Lord went before them, by 49); 
in a pillar of a cloud; and by night in a pillar of 
fire; that be might be the guide of their journey 4 
both times. O ineffable condeſcendence of a be- 

®. Exodus. xiii. — 
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neficent God ! But is he leſs condeſcending to you 
Clement of 


Alexandria. That cloud and fire were but emblems 


of the promiſes and threats, with which the di- 


vine grace prevents you, in order to guide you a- 


* 
3 
1 


way from the oppreſſive yoke of Satan to the land 


of eternal plenty 3 © And his grace, if you obey it, 
is a luminous cloud to you: If you diſobey it; 


&« it becames a pillar of fire to you.” Now if, 
when the miraculous pillar turn'd, at any time, to 


left, loſt his way and periſh'd in ſome maze of 
that horrible deſert ; had he juſt cauſe to reproach 


Go or not rather himſelf ? Which had he room 
to quarrel with, the pillar which guided him right- 
& ly, or himſelf, who, in defiance of his heavenly guide 
perverſely went wrong? And can you, O beloved 
& diſciples of Chriſt deny, that Gop precede 47 to- 


= wards heaven, in a luminous cloud of ble 


O 
ed pro- 
miſes, or a flaming pillar of terrifying threats? 


What are ſo many inſpirations, pious lectures, ſer- 
mons, ſacraments, good examples, and internal fa- 
= vours? Ah! They are all the work of directing 
grace, a luminous cloud to guide you to ſalvation. 
And if you obey; they ſhall bring light to you.“ 
What are ſo many remorſes of your conſcience, ſo 
many bodily ailments, ſo many diſappointments, 
5 d 


and ſo many inſtances of divine vengeance wreak 


on unrelenting ſinners? Ah! They are all the work 


of directing grace, a flaming pillar to fright you 
from damnation. And © If you do not obey, they 


F * ſhall fuel a fire for you.” You then, O Chriſti- 
ans, after leaving the amorous direction of 
W have form'd to yourſelves a thouſand falſe ſmoak 


God, 


glimmering lights, the ill-concerted labours of your 


| y | own Caprice; and following theſe, through the 
3 confuſed unſafe, uncertain paths of worldly plea- 


ſures, horiours and imaginary intereſts,” you find 


W. Jourſelves, perhaps, bewilder'd ſtuck-faſt and on 
de point of 
tricaple, painful mize of luſt or avarice, ambition or 


ing loſt atmidſt a dark, obſcene, inex- 


revenge, or all: Perverſely turnipg from the plain 
track before you, you have rudely run yourſelves 
quite out of breath into a jakes of vice and follies ; 
and after all preſume to throw the blame on Gov, 
as if he had 7 [+ you? Ah ! believe -for once 
St. Ferom : The ault is not your gracious guide's, 
but all your own. Blame not his light, for not di- 
recting you; but blame your fight for obſtinately 
turning from it. They, they, fays the faint, were 
the rebels which revolted againſt the light.” Or 
if you will not credit St. Ferom ; believe the Eter- 
nal truth himſelf, Thus 711 our Lord God: 
e 


Why. bave you forſaken the Lord, that FIT 
terſe | the Lord, that He ſhould 


farſake You? , © f 
The evidence of this truth will beſt appear by ap- 
plying it to, ſome particular cale: AN ths n 


* . ' 
2 Chron xxiv, — 
hid 101. 5 F 'T Ty 5 


T 
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the right, ſome obſtinate Iſraelite taking to the 
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which occurs to me is. the reprobation of the ſyna 
gogue. O miſerable proſcribed nation, once Mo” 
ther of Sanctity, the pride of prieſthood and glory 
of reveal'd religion ! Once the ele& of Heaven, the 
pattern of virtue, and the depoſitary of the Almigh- 
ty's miraculous favours! Ah! What has't thou to 
ſay, now thou ar't ſunk to the diſgrace of being di- 
vorced from Gop, the ſcora of every nation, and 
alive only to ignominy and ſlavery ? What cans't 
thou alledge in thy behalf ? Was all thy reprobati- 
on, ſay'ſt Thon, or ſome Chriſtian 333 
tbee, was all thy reprobation owing to this: That 
Gop did not afford thee ſuch an efficacious pow- 
erful grace, as he knew thou would'ſt not have fail'd 
of correſponding to? Ah how truly bas iniquity gi- 
ven the lie to itſelf. To cakes this idle impious 
way of reaſoning, I ſhall not here have any recourſe 
to the refined diſtinction among the learned of pre- 
deſtination, ante or poſt præviſa Merita, or cum prea- 
vl ſione that is, Befarę or after or accompanying the 
Almighty's foreſight of our little merits or deme- 
rits. Nor ſhall I enter into the rugged controverſy 
of the ſchools concerning efficacious grace: 
ſubje& more fit for ſubtilizing ſpeculation than for 
praCtical improvement. Wit out all this, how ea- 
ſily could not I ſtop the mouths of the unhappily 
reproved, with the words of the incomparable. St. 
Auguſtin, Can there, be injuſtice in God, who de- 
* mands of him, from whom he has the right to 
expect, and gives to whom he pleaſes: Who ne- 
* ver exacts what is not due, and never gives but 
* where and what is due?” But we will not ſtop 
here: In what ſenſe then. O Fews in particular, 
in what ſenſe is Go accountable for that obduracy 
of yours. which is the cauſe of your perdition? Will 
you inſiſt, that he did not give you thoſe powerful 
graces, which you would certainly have co-opera- 
ted with? Let us ſee then what grounds there may 
be for ſuch an accuſation againſt Gop. To come 
at ſome knowledge of the truth, let us imagin our- 
ſelves preſent at the Divine conſiſtory, when the a- 
durable trinity, according to our poor feeble manner 
of conceiving, conſulted in the, depth of Eternity, 
about the graces lights and means to be given to 
mankind, whereby they might be faved. . Behold, _ 
methinks, Gop offers to you, a Carte-Blanebe, tor 
you-yourſelves to write in it, what graces tights and 
means you wiſh to have. Well then, what is your 
pleaſure? Dare you aſk, that God's eternal Son 
ſhould take upon him, for your ſake, a body of earth- 
ly clay? That, leaving many legions of angels 
plunged in eternal miſery, he ſhould ſtretch forth 
his arm to draw you out of the ſlime of the earth to 
eternal: felicity? That, this granted, the Divine 
Meſſias, .overloaking ſo many illuſtrious nations as. 
fill the earth, ſhould condeſcend to be born on the 
borders of Feru/alem ? That, refuſing alliance with 
"the moſt renown'd morarchs of the world, he ſhould 
| O 2 chuſe 


- 
* 


100 
chuſe to mingle his divine blood with yours? Go 
on, and, where it would be inſolent raſhneſs to wiſh 
that the planet of the day, ſhould alter it's uſu- 
al courſe and confine all it's radiance within the nar- 
row limits of Paleftine, do you even venture to de- 
mand, that your God incarnate, neglecting as it was, 
the world beſides, vouchſafe to impriſon all his myſ- 
ſeries, his birth, his life, his converſation, and his 
preaching within the diſtriQts of Fudea. Tell me, 
could you have the confidence to aſk all theſe fa- 
vours, any ſingle one of which it could be no leſs 
than preſumption to expect? Ah! Behold: Before 
have open'd your mouth to implore theſe fa- 
yours, the preventing mercy of your Maker eternal- 
ly ſubſcribed to them all. But let us go on. What 
more can you wiſh-for-to aſcertain. your ſalvation, 
© choſen people of Gop ? You need but ſignify. it 
to be your wiſh; to induce the Son of Gop to bo- 
come your Maſter, even to the familiar inſtructing 
you. And what more need there to make him hur- 
Ty through your ſtreets ; poſt from town to town, 
from village to village; and humble his ſovereign 
prieſt-hodd to the very catechiZing your populace, 
Your children, your ſlaves? Now what farther 
means can be needful to your ſalvation? What! 
Would you preſent a memorial to the divine con- 
Giſtory to ſollicit the Father of mercy, that the di- 
vine Meſſiah might at every ſtep work ſome mira- 
ele in your] preſence ?; It is granted.-----That he 
ſhould put to flight whole legions of Devils ? It 
38 granted.-—-that he ſhould give ſight to the 
blind; hearing to the deaf; life to the dead? It is 
granted. -A I, All theſe graces. are decreed' you-:: 
The grant is paſt, a whole eternity before the me- 
morhf could be ſo much as deviſed. What then 
Hould the Lord bave done 10 bis: vine and bas not 
done it  * To your ſcanty memorial, to your defec- 
tive. wiſhes, hear, O ungrateeful' Jews, what the 
eternal liberality vouchſated to ſubjoin !. For you. 
: ſhall'my only-begotten _=_ every vein ;- with his 
c facred invaluable. blood ſhall 
«ed ;: with that precious liquor ſhall the very dirt 


. in your ſtreets. be enobled, and every ſpot of. 
«your Calvary ſhall: be enrich'd with it: To make 
« way for. that light which may lead you to your- 
&* Gop, the ſun ſhall withdraw its fainter beams: 
en your ears to the voice of his truth, the 


a «Tg 
mountains ſhall 'burſt aſunder, and to rouze you 


to a ſenſe of gratitude; all nature ſhall' agonize 
dead ſhall: come forth from their 


% and the very 
* tombs, O Feruſalem / Jeruſalem | Be then con- 
„ verted to the Lord your Gop ; For ah | What 
4 more can Jo0 expect I ſhould. do for you. What 


more ſhou 


Aab. iv. | 
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your tribunals be dy- 


4% bave done to my vine than I already. 
4 have done ?”* Ah what indeed; O ungrateful ſy- 
nagogue? When, as St. Anſelm. ſays, © So exube- 
« rant were the graces. which the Divine Benefi- 


* cence laviſh'd upon you alone, that divided a- 
„ mongſt the ſeveral nations of the earth they 
might have ſufficed to ſanQtify them all, and re- 
** concile them to Gop.” And what fruit did thoſe 
graces produce in you ? Thoſe Apoſtles, who, when 
diſperſed, converted the world, could not effect the 
leaſt good in you, even with all their united efforts 
to ſave you, And ah! Chriſt himſelf, that Divine 
Miſſioner, whoſe voice was the voice of a charmer 
melodiouſly charming and whoſe very looks were 
an omnipotent magnetic of ſeraphic love, what fruit 
did he gather among yorf; Alas all the fruits he 
could find in you were the baſeſt ingratitude and 
perverſity. He cured the ſick among you; and 
you, in return, baſely flew in the face of your divine 
38 He raiſed ſome of you from death to 
ife; and you, in general, ſought nothing ſo much 
as his death: He wrought continual miracles of love 
for you; and you return'd them with continual pro- 
digies of the blackeſt ingratitude to him. a 
word, Chriſt put forth his light to conduct you to 
everlaſting happineſs; and you, ſhamefully Rebels 
to bis Light, muſt needs ſtray aſide from it to per- 
dition. Is this then, O preſcribed wretches,, is this 
your way of willing, to be ſaved? Is it thus you 
would uſe the means to eternal glcry ? Is it on theſe: 
terms you wiſh to be choſen : To have the 
Prieſthood, and to diſgrace it with Simony z to have 
temples, that you may pollute them with blood ; to- 
receive Chriſt, that you may nail him to the croſi; 
and to liſten to his Apoſtles, only to deviſe a plauſi- 
ble plea to ſtone them to death ? 

Ah, beloved audience! Who are they who thus 
complain of not being predeſtinate ? Shall ſuch a race 
preſume to arraign the Divine Juſtice,. and to ac- 
cuſe Gop of partiality ? And for what?! Becauſe 
&* forſooth they have not received certain graces 
* which they certainly would have co-operated 
* with?” O generation of vipers | For what grace 
would you have exchanged the author of all grace? 
To what:call would you have anſwer'd courteouſly,. 
if you anſwer'd the call of your meek and humble 
Saviour with injurious language and vollies of 
ſtones? But I have nothing more to ſay: I have 
done. Judge you, O Chriftians, between Gon 
and this favour'd nation What injury did he 
do this people in reproving them; unleſs it be 
thought an injury done them, that a: ſeparate: 
more horrible hell was not created for them? 
What more. could they expect Gon to do; 
unleſs they wanted, not only the eternal Son 
of Gon, but even the Father and Holy. Ghoſt, to 
be incarnate among them; that they might make 


both Tabor and Olivet vie with mount Calvary, 


and have it to vaunt, that they had crucified the 
whole adorable Trinity. But Gon (baſe as thel 


were) ſtill loved them too well, to do more than 


he. did: And therefore. refuſed to multiply Þ'* 
- £ races 
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ices to them any farther; that he might not be 
Fonſtrain'd to multiply his vengeance. 

Oc Chriſtians ever dear to me! Let not theſe 
Pords be wholly loſt to you, in a fruitleſs applica- 
Won of them to the ers. No, no: Believe me : 
Woo home will they ſting us, if we but dare to ap- 
y them to ourſelves. Little will it avail us, eve- 
WFy-one, to waſh our hands and ſay with Pilate, (be- 
Fauſe we lived not in the deicidic age when Feſus 


-- 


Pied) J am innocent of the blood of this juſt man- 
Little, I ſay, will it avail us, if, with that wick- 
d judge, we ſentence Feſus to death by our crimes, 


Sand crucify him ſpiritually in the Calvary of our 


Hearts. And, alas, can we all thoroughly clear 


Purſelves of this; Ah! Can the words of St. An- 
ln wound the Fews more to the quick than they 


would ſting ourſelves, if ſeriouſly applied to us; 


So exuberant have been the graces which the 
© Divine Benificence has laviſh'd upon. you alone, 
O Catholics, that, divided among the ſeveral 
nations of the earth, they might have ſufficed 
to ſanctify them all and reconcile them to Gop.” 
et but every-one of you caſt an eye of reflection 
n the infinit benefits you have ſeverally received 
Bf Gop: Do but reckon the almoſt infinit number 
of pious volumes, the eaſy acceſs to the holy ſacra- 
ments, the frequency of ſermons, exhortations and 
other pious ſpurs to perfection. Ah! how many 
ble and zealous preachers have been ſent to excite 
Jou to work in the vineyard of the Lord, by their 
Aoctrin? How many religious men have been diſ- 


vatch'd to you to wean you from the world by their 


example? How man 


priefts to reconcile you to 


So? How many feſtivals are celebrated to in- 


lame you with the ſpirit of fervor, by the example 
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of the faints ? How many indulgences are granted 
ou, to confirm 
Wants? And would it be any exaggeration to ſay: 


u in the grace of the Lord of 


How many have become eminent ſaints by one ſin- 


. means of all theſe? And yet ſhall all theſe not 


ffice to convert one perverſe {inner in this harden- 


wed age. To convert a St. Paul from a perſecutor 


e an apoſtle, one voice. of: Chriſt ſufficed: And: 
And yet now-o'-days his whole goſpel is too little. 


— 


W 


* 


To change a St. — from a gay worlding to a 
| one ſermen proved effectual: When 
N 1551 ſaw a ſecond Magdalen trans form'd from a 
100 | 


holy hermit, 


* 
*; 


doſe ſinner to. a rigid ſaint, one inward-inſoirati 

did the work. And ſhall all the plenty, — 
| leſſons, ſermons, and. inſpirations, which you, O 
Catholics, are. daily favour'd with, but ſerve to 
leave 2 in a.worſe. condition than they ſound you 
in before? O ever gracious Gop |. What ſtrange 
infatuation holds us in theſe our days. A. St. Fran- 
cis Aaverius, a St. Auguſtin of England, and other 
holy miſſioners, wafted by a heaven 
the ocean, have ſingly ſubjected whol, 
St. Mat. .xxyii... . 
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whole kingdoms, to the laws of Chriſt; and led 


them to eternal bliſs: And now ſhall ſo many ve- 
nerable prieſts, ſo many religious men, and learned 
preachers, launch from the ſweet ſerenity, the bleſt 
tranquillity enjoy'd in holy cloiſters, into Perils of 
waters, perils of thieves perils of their nation, pe- 
rils of Infidels, perils in the city, perils in the de- 
ſert, perils in the fea, Prxils FROM FALSE BRE 
THREN : * Shall they I ay, launch into every peril 
to adminiſter to you every means of falvation; and: 
yet all be infufficient to conduct to Go one tele 
flock of you already im the centre of bis church! 
Ah ſurely the prophecy muſt be too fatally verified 
in you: Surely You are rebels to the Light : Surely, 
of 2 and to 8 it may be juſtly ſaid: So exu- 
* berant have been the graces which the divine be- 
* nificence has lavifh'd upon you alone; that, di- 
vided among the ſeveral nations of the world, 
they might * ſufficed to ſanctify the univerſe 
and reconcile the whole to Gop.” 
Go then and murmur at the divine ſeverity, and- 
charge your maker with the partiality he is a ſtran- 
ger to. But ah } how loudly muſt not your con- 
ſciences belie your impious ſentiments, ſhould you 
do thus. Say rather: If you ſhould (which Hea-- 
ven avert!) unhappily be damn'd ; on whom carr 
you throw the guilt of your perdition, but on your 
felves? To what can you impute your reproba- 
tion? To the want of graces? No: But to your” 
own neglect of co-operating with them: Not Gon 
was wanting to you, not his light or graee. X our- 
ſelves alone, Rebel; to his Light, were wanting to 
God, to grace and to 22 So- very plain is 
it that acling well is the infallible only means of aſ- 
certaining our predeſtination to eternal happineſs,- 
and that ading ill or not adding well, is the ſure 
cauſe of damnation to eternal miſery. What won 
der then is it, that, all being eall'd to ſalvation, 
and ſcareely any anſwering that call: That. all be- 
ing invited without exception to labour in Gop's- 
vineyard, and ſo great a majority prefering a fruit 
leſs deſtructive indolence to the eternal recompen-- 
ces promiſed to their toils: What wonder, 1 ſay, is 
it, that, out of the many thus call'd, the choſen? 
ſhould be ſo few? O that Chriſtians then would 
but accompany their diſcourſes of predeſtination (ſo 
ſubtil, ſo tedious, ſo unfruitful) with a little promiſe 
active ſerious practice l O. that, inſtead of daily ex 
amining what Gop muſt think of us, we would but 
in good earneſt. examin what we ought. to think of 
ourſelves l. O that, tired of. carrying ſuch a tumul-- 
tuous multitude of ſpeculations quite 2 Heaven, 
we would but with - ſober.eagerneſs ſtudy how to 
lift our ſouls thither, by the purity, of our manners 
on earth J. Did. we. thus much; v might Poſſi- 
bly be leſs acquainted at preſent with the myſtery of: 
But we ſhould render our 
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our election to glory: 
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glory more certain, Grown happily leſs curious, 
we ſhould be more in peace; and, become leſs 
learned, we ſhould find ourſelves more holy. Day 
after day is conſumed, is waſted, in words; but 
Daily are our 
thoughts led aſtray after Whatwe ſhall be; but ne- 
ver after What we are and what we ought to be, 
Our hearts are perpetually palpitating about the de- 
crees, which Gop made, from all _—_— with 
regard to us: And we wholly overlook thoſe works 
we ought to practice, in time; that we may not 
have juſt cauſe to palpitate at hearing the ſentence 
with which he ſhall put an end to time. In a word, 
beloved ſouls, we live (if it can be call'd living) 
with our whole ſpirit buried in ages to come : 
while, in the mean time, the preſent is neglected 
and nothing can be in a worſe ſtate than our poor 
lighted ſouls. Ah Chriſtians! For, pity's ſake 
then, a little leſs ſubtility of thought and a little 
more action. None are loſt who are not willing to 
be loſt. Is not that an encouragement ſufficient to 
urge us on in the work of our ſalvation? Afing well 
is the infallible means of aſcertaining our predeſti- 
nation to eternal happineſs. Ves: O happy ſouls, 
who, ſafe out of the gulf, are landed in the harbour 
of eternal felicity | You know it. You, diſſolved 
with the divine love which enflamed your breaſts, 
now know the infinit value of the glorious recom- 
And O what 
exſtatic joy muſt> not your bliſs be heightened 
with, by the eternally pleaſing reflection on the 
trifling labours with which you earn'd it. And if 
ating ill, or not actiug well, is, as it has been 


action is all-the-while neglected. 


pences promiſed to your little toils. 


ba. 
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plainly proyed, the ſure cauſe of damnation ; wha! 
muſt not your anguiſh be, O proſcribed ſouls, who 


now too ſadly know it. O hapleſs reprobates 
Fuel of the divine vengeance ! How certainly do 
you know, to your irremediable*grief, that your- 
ſelves are the cauſes of your unutterable woe ! 0 
the exquiſite pangs of that bitter bitter remorſ 
perpetually reminding you of the Gop you have 
loſt, and loſt for ever, and loſt through your own 
perverſe folly in not co-operating with his grace 
while in your own hands! O Chriſtians ! What 
then are you about in this life? Why do you ſtand 
here all the day idle? Ah! Goye into the vineyard 
of the Lord: and what ſhall be juſt he will give 
you. If your labour be attended with a little tem- 
poral ſuffering; your ſuffering will be generouſly 
rewarded with an eternal crown of glory. And re- 
member what the Apoſtle tells you : * The ſuffer- 
ings of this preſent time are not worthy to be con- 
pared to the future glory which ſhall be revealed in 
us. And ſince as your bleſſed Saviour warns you, 
that, through the perverſity of numbers, Many ar: 
calPd ; but few are choſen : Be you of the happy 


few who ſhall be choſen as well as call'd, by lay- © 


ing hold of that predeſtination which is yours for 
earning it. Earn it then with aſſiduity in good- 
works : Be faithful to the divine grace, and it ſhal 
improve in you. In a word, be faithful to Gos, 
and Gop will be faithful to you ; and will not only 


augment and confirm your grace in this world, but 


aſcertain your glory in the next. Which I beſeech 
Gop, Sc. In the name, &c., 


* Romany viii. 
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St. LUKE viii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 11. 


The ſower 'went forth to ſow bis ſeed : And, while 
the way-fide, and was 
. . Some fell upon the rock; 
and, being ſbot up, wither'd . . . . Other ſome 
ell among thorns; and the thorns, grown up 
other-ſome fell upon good 
of up, yielded fruit an 


be ſowetb, ſome fell 
trodden Ta L * 


with, choak'd it: a 
round; and, being 


2 .. + « The ſeed is the word 
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Chriſtian audience entertain'd with Chriſtiz 
{ſermons and not ſaints ! Is it 


vigorous in Catholic piety! Can it be credible! 


tion of beatbeniſb vices; nay fainting under 


of any of you, Chriſtians; if melancholy experien® 


did not force our aſſent? Surely, Beloved, Jo 


ſouls muſt be ſtrangely diſorder'd, . 
piri 
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: quently nouriſh*'d with Catholic doctrins and net 3s 


Every week regaled with the ſubſtantial aliment of 1 | 
the word of Gop, and yet waſting in a conſum? 


laviſh ſubjection to Satan / Who could believe 1 . 
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Piritual nouriſhment ſo often as you do, and yet to 
Crow daily more faint in the virtues of a Chriſtian; 


ates! not more infefted with a complication of vices 
ly do Snbecoming a Chriſtian. Had you not the benefit 
your- r public prayers ſo often as you have; had you 
el 0 Wot in your monthly devotions the bread of Life 
mort: om Heaven, to ftrengthen and refreſh you in the 
have Wurſuit of perfection; I ſhould ſtill expect to ſee 
own ou improve in ſanctity, by the ſole aſſiſtance of 
grace Ine word of Gop which you hear ſo often. For 
What Pot in bread alone, JESUS CHRIST is my author, * 
ſtand ot in bread alone doth man live, but in every word 
eyard Pobicb proceedetb from the mouth of Gop. If then 
give he word of Gop is alone capable of giving life to 
tem She ſoul, and of ſtrengthening it much more than 
ouſly Forporal food can fortify the body; how comes it 
d re- hat you, who are ſupplied with both, are ſo lan- 
Her. uid in the ſpirit, and fo vigorous in the fleſh? If it 
con- be a matter of faith taught us by the ſon of God, 
ed in hat man liveth by every word which proceedetb 
you, from the mouth of GoD; whence comes it 
1y art hat, while your anxiety to feed and careſs the 
1appy body daily encreaſes and refines, the deſire of 
lay. feeding and enlivening your ſouls grows fainter 
$ for nd fainter? Ah Beloved | the cauſe of this in- 
vod. Eonſiſtency is too unſeemly and ſhameful to un- 
ſhall old without giving you diſguſt. And yet, can you 
30D, * onceive, that, if Chriſtians had as much at heart 
only the love of their immortal ſouls as that of their cor- 
but WTuptibie carcafſes, they would go to ſermons with 
leech Vo much frowardneſs ? Would they hear em with 
Jo much wearineſs? Would they, think you, re- 

Auire in a rigid conciſeneſs ſo many palatable in- 
Fredients, pleaſing conceits, and rhetorical turns? 

Would they, in a word, bring with them to the 

os 4 houſe of Gop, their ſpirits diſſipated by vanity and' 
bſence of thought, and come with every deſign 

ut that of benefiting by what they hear? Strange 
nconſiſtency ! Preachers, before they approach to 

Fo, he altar or chair, muſt exhauſt the flower of their 

Þirits in ſtudy and reflection; and, before they be- 

Ein their diſcourſe, muſt diffolve their ſouls in ſighs 

and implore on their knees the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Shhoſt to debit to you the life-giving food of the 
Word of Gop; and fhall their audience have no 
pains to take to receive that food, to digeſt it, and 
tan n+ to transform it into their own fubſtance > to ſpeak 
Fre. ÜꝶZ the truth frankly, Chriſtiaus: When 1 have ſeri- 
no = ouſly reflected on the fermons frequently preach'd: 
ble” dy abler divines than myſelf, and even on the many 
ta which I, the ſhadow of them all, have reach l. 
MP d you, and the little fruit which they have hitherto 
12 produced; I have ſcarce been able. to refrain de- 
elt i ploring with tears, the little ſucceſs of this divine: 
nee | When I confider what my. Saviour. aſſures. 
wu me. of, that, The ſeed of grace, which is. tbe: 


St. Math, iv. 
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word of Gor, when ſown in goed ground, that is, 


in a good heart, which receives and retains it, yield- 
eth fruit an hundred fold; and yet, that, through 
your own fault, inſtead of ſupplying you with ſpi- 
ritual vigour, it tends now-o days only to create in 
you corrupt humours; I could almoſt conjure you, 
O Catholics, never to frequent evangelical ſer- 
mons: As, through the corrupt uſe you too of- 
ten make of them, they but render your vices in- 
excuſable and your very lukewarmneſs perverſity. 
But as this might be too deſperate an advice to give 
to Chriſtians who have ſome good at heart, and are 
defirous to be better inform'd for the future ; I 
ſhall rather chuſe the more moderate remedy of dif- 
covering to you the true caufe, why the word of 
Gov is of ſo little fruit to many of you. Chriſtians 
are under three grand miſlakes, which are the joint 
cauſe of this evil, I have hitherto been fpeak- 
ing of. 


I. The firft miſtake relates to the preacher who 
ſpeaks, 

IT. The ſecond to the divine word which is 
ſpoken, And | 

HI. The third to yourſelves who hear it. 


Theſe Turte MrsTAKES ſhall form the ar- 
gument and diviſion of this ſubject: And, if I ſhould 
be ſo happy as to ſhew them to you in the ſame 
light, they appear-in to me; I am in hopes, the 
ſermons you may hereafter hear from me, as well 
as thoſe which you may with much greater fruit 
hear from others, will make a greater impreſſion on: 
you than any you have hitherto heard have yet- 


done. 


«© Deſcend then, ſpirit divine, deſcend in mercy 
cc to this audience, and dwell upon my lips: Give 
« me thy lowly inſtrument, for their loved ſakes, 
« the flaming tongue of a perfuaſive wiſdom, to- 
c* diſperſe the clouds of error which ſtand between 


ec their ſouls and thy enlivening truth.” 


I. In a ſubje& of importance, like this we are 
upon, every inſtant is precious: and therefore 1 
ſhall immediately come to the argument. "The firſt 
miſtake, which. robs Chriſtians of the benefit of the 
word of Go, is that which preſents a preacher to» 
their imagination as a man of the common ſtamp; 


and, ſhuttimg their eyes to the excellence he in- 


veſts with the greatneſs of his dignity, ſhews to 
them only that ſump of clay which is the miſerable 
inheritance- of every ſon of Alam. A Miſtake this 
of very fatal conſequence :. For if the force of every 
doctrin is taken from the authority of the perſon 
who utters it; what efficacy can the words ot-eter-- - 
nal life have in the mouth of. a diſcredited 3 


204 


But give me leave, brethren, to recall you from an 
3deaxſo injurious to the excellence of the Apoſtolic 
Function of every divine preacher. You cannot 
deny, in the firſt place, that every lawful and ap- 
proved preacher is an embaſſador of Gop. e 
who ſpoke in the Old Law, by the mouths of the 
prophets ; he who ſpoke, in the New, by the ſa- 
cred tongue of Chriſt, and the voice of the Apo- 
ſtles after his death, now ſpeaks by ours. By him 
are we choſen to publiſh his laws : By him are we 
commiſſionꝰd to promiſe his rewards : And by him 
are we ſent to threaten his puniſhments. to his 
name then we come, and him we repreſent. Take 
his own divine word for it, if you will not take 
mine : He who bears you bears me, and be who de- 
iſes you deſpiſes me. Now: Who ſo ignorant as 
42140 _ a regard due to the embaſſador of 
a prince, whatever be his perſonal merit or deme- 
rit ? No reſpect is thought too much to pay him as 
ſuch, and every diſreſpect is of an unpardonable na- 
ture: Inſomuch that ſovereigns, who ſhall even put- 
up- with an injury done to themſelves in perſon, think 
no reſentment too great for an inſult offer'd to one 
of their miniſters. | 


The Royal David was inſulted, by Semei, with 
opprobrious language and a volley of ſtones: And 
with what outward ſerenity of countenance and in- 
ward peace of mind did he not bear it? Yet with 
what indignation did he not reſent the ill- treatment, 
which his embaſſadors received from the King of 
the Moabites! Nothing leſs could. appeaſe his anger 
than the ſending the whole armed powers of Iſrael, 
with Jaab at their head, to puniſh him. Nay nor 
even that: he goes himſelf in perſon to battle; en- 
gages in fight with him and five other princes his 
allies; nor thinks the injury repair'd, till he has 
wiped-off the guilty affront with the blood of no 
leſs than forty-thouſand of the troops. We alſo, 
beloved auditors, we alſo are minifters from Go, 
the great king of kings, to you. Yes, ſays St. 
Paul ;+ For Cbriſt we are M e hold 
the enſigns which adorn us; the livery by which 
we are diſtinguiſh'd! Whence do we receive - the 
Authority to wear his ſurplice, his ſtole? Who in- 
veſts us with the doctrins of the goſpel? Is it not 
thou, my Gop, who giveſt us the mouth, and the 
doctrins which fill it? Yes, Chriſtians, yes he has 
promiſed fo to do: 4 I will give you, ſays he, both 
4 mouth and wiſdom. It is not then, Chriſtians, 
our wretched condition of ſinners you ought to re- 
gard, but the excellence of our office and the im- 
portance of affairs, which to our confuſion and ter- 
For, we are ſent to tranſact. O that one ray of 


* St. Lake x. 
2 St. Luke xxi. 


+ Orv. 
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lively faith would but difperfe the clouds which in- 
tercept our heavenly country from our views | What 
rich . ſhould we not ſee the angels conc e i132 
every accent utter'd by each * which preaches 
the ſaving truths of Chriſt; if not in the feeble 
manner I may do, at leaſt with the ſacred fervor of 
other orthodox preachers, skill'd in the work of 
crouding Heaven with citizens ? * 


But here, Beloved, with your leave let us halt a 
while. If we are the embaſſadors of Jes us CHRIS; 
if, by his promiſe, we inherit his doctrin, nay his 
language; if we are appointed, by him, to ſow the 
eternal ſeeds of truth and ſanctity in your hearts, 
that you may grow-up and be worth tranſplanting 
into paradiſe ; and you mean time miſtake us for 
quite the reverſe ; how comes it that you reſolve 
to idle away ſo much time as to come to hear us? 
Do you expect to hear from us declamations of the 
bar, or the rants of a comedian? Are we to ſtand * 
at the altar, to entertain the idleneſs of every do- 
nothing, who comes hither only to fill-up an empty 
hour which hangs heavy upon him? or to flatter 
the ears of ſome curious impertinent, who, at the 
preacher's expence of ſalvation, would learn to 
turn a phraſe? Should we, in this, anſwer your 
wiſhes ; what could you compare us to ſo juſtly, as 
to thoſe ſtupified workmen of Noab, who, after la- 
bouring an ark, for others to ſave themſelves in 
from the floods of the deluge, abandon'd them- 7 
ſelves to the general wreck ? Yet thus alone can we 
hope to pleaſe you. But alas what evil do we do 
you, that you ſhould will us ſo much practical ha- 
tred ? If we ſeek to ſend you to Paradiſe ; why will 
you needs ſeek to ſend us into Hell? And thither XR 
you muſt want us to go; if nothing leſs will ſerve _ 
your turn than that we flatter your vices, inſtead of 
reproving them; and tickle your ears, inſtead of 
converting your hearts. Now this is all which ſome i 
of you would have us do; and for want of this, you 
are tired with hearing us. You, women ! If ve 
tell you your faults ; how ſoon are you up in arms 
againſt us? ** We want, you cry, to ſtrengthen the 
hands of tyranny, and to teach the men (who ate 
* already but too apt to magnify your failings) to 
„improve their oppreſſion of you.“ And you, 
men ' If we enveigh againſt your irregularities 
vices; what fruit do you draw from it but the m 
ungenerous inferences? Inſtead of reflecting, that, 
were youleſs vicious, we muſt be more ſparing 
invectives; Tis to pleaſe the women, you ©!) 
„ and not to mend us. Theſe preachers are 4. 
« ways ſure to come-off well with them.” As 

the dignity of us prieſts did not happily lift u5® 
much above the ſmiles of one ſex as the frowns 

the other.-----But your whole conduct is all of * 
piece. If we preach up penance to you; it wy 
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ng a burden upon your ſhoulders which we would 
ot touch with a finger: If we recommend virtue 
Mo you; tis hypocriſy : If we decry ſin; it is falſe 
Neal: If we preach-up Heaven; it is for love of in- 
11 ereſt: If we talk to you of the terrors of Hell and 
our — of falling into it; we are hard-mouth'd, 


P = 1 ' e A 
G 4 5 


el, and want to drive you to deſpair. 
ngenerous Chriſtians ! If ſuch were our motives; 
preachers were ſo mean as you paint them to 
ourſelves ; they were monſters not men: They 


Wwould not be preachers but Fiends : And inſtead 


ff liſtening to them with patience at the altar, you 


ought to baniſh them from it, or to flee from them 
as from Serpents or Devils, Conſider then but a 
iittle, and you will ſee your miſtake. What are 
ve ſent to you for, but to reprove you out of evil, 
to point-out to you the. paths * 

allure you to eternal felicity ? What intereſt is it of 
ours, whether you are virtuous or vicious. When 
ve have done ſermon; our condition is the ſame 
X whether you have minded it or not. And if the 
ifference be any; we ſhould fare but the better, 
in this life, would we but flatter your ſenſes and 
ſooth your paſſions. All the intereſt then we can 

bave, is, by promoting your ſalvation, to ſecure 

our own. If 
tellects, to make you happy for-ever ; why will you 
viſh us miſerable? And miſerable you muſt want 
us to be, if, to humour your corrupt taſte, we muſt 
TE Proftitute the dignity of, 


virtue, and to 


therefore we waſte our lungs and in- 


tute | our office; and, to amuſe 
your imagination, we muſt neglect the faithful diſ- 
charge of our miniſtry which ought to aim chiefly 


ö et bettering your lives. Ah! for pity to us then, 
. np if you have none for ourſelves, leave us to the 
| 409 of preaching, — 


' oblige us not to patch-up 
declamations. Leave us to appear and ſpeak like 
what we are ; and never with us, to entertain you 


—_ th gay illpſions, and frothy deſcriptions, 


II. * Xh! you'll Jay, Ve go to ſermons, to, hear 
7 ſermons, and not to be enter tain'd with rehearſals. 
4 We have all the veneration which is due to the 

miniſtry of the Goſpel; and are not inſenſible of 
the lively impreſſion which the maxims of eter- 
, nity are apt to make on the heart of man, when 

deliver'd with zeal, But then che te gan be no 
harm in pequiring, in the word . 2 Jitile 
complaiſance and addreſs. ; Did Jud, UN: 


cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


Holofernes the leſs for being .adorn'd ?.. On. the 
contrary: It was the bril la Cy ol her dre 8 


the evil ſpirit out of Saul, by; the har hi 

% Harp Why may not. vice, be d Arog'd V abe 

* torical flowers 8 well, as Fob nggha1 us — 4 ſuf⸗ 

, Jogate his courtiers with roles ? Nay flowers are 

* neceſſary xy re IE Sus is talk'd of; (ho, ing 

„ on him the title of Nazarite, would bear em 
S — * name. Where the ſenſes are invited, 
88 


** which, aſſiſted her to do it. Did got David chaſe 
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© jn concert with reafon; where pleaſure as well 
< as piety allures; thither the greater crouds will 
„ chearfully flock.” But pardon me, loving audi- 
tors : This is the 1 grand miſtake, which robs 
ſo many of you of the benefit of the word of Gop. 
A miſtake ſo much more dangerous than the for- 
mer, as the divine word itſelf is infinitely more im- 
portant than the orator who preaches it. 

According to you then the word of Gop, given 
on purpoſe to nouriſh virtue which daily decreaſes 
in ſtrength, ſhall confine itſelf to the limits of hu- 
man curioſity ? It muſt leave the heart in a deceit- 
ful repoſe, to attend wholly to gratify the depravity 
of the ear? Inſtead of difplaying to you your dit- 
orderly conduct, inſtead of removing the errors 
which clog your underſtanding, inſtead of conquer- 
ing the corruption which preys on your will, it muſt 
be wholly taken-up in a certain mechanic compoſi- 
tion of words, which may lead your memory after 
it in an ignoble triumph void of any fruit. Such to 
a tittle was the corrupt taſte of thoſe Abſentees to 
themſelves, who murmur'd againſt Iſaiab. 

* This man, they were wont to exclaim, this 
* man has nothing to ſay but vehemence and ter- 
* rors: His accents are thunder and his words all 
* invectives. Away with him and all his noiſe, 
« away with him far from us; let him thunder 
© his terrors to the trees of the foreſt. Let 
te this boly one of Iſrael ceaſe from our face. Or 
„ if he muſt talk; let him talk with good-manners, 
* and we will give him the hearing. We are men 
* and not ſtocks. or ſtones ; we are to be perſuaded 
„ by complaiſance but not to be ſtun'd with the 
© loudneſs of threats. 


ſpall be. broken” ſmall, ar the pottert weffel rs 
broken with mighty breaking ; aud there ſball not 
be of it's fragments a red 15 be — * Shall 1 
| $ terrible menace 


1301 1 's nn ironed) * } 1 ED 1 I 
my own ſafety, | as a preacher:" Bur this obliges me 
Wd to ſmüdder for yours. Hf an Ezetiel was 


thou warn not the wicked jb return from bis wi 
ad. and live; "bis blogd d require at thy 
70 0 if 4 St. Paul at Hisder arture from Mileto, 
(the p is fife, placed his chief gonſolatio 

* with truth to the Fpbefrany, I 
% F ah lun front the Hood 
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at the peril of His life,” 
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 all-the counſel of Gop; f if every preacher muſt 
deter his flock from vice, allure it to virtue, and 
labour to ſave it, or prepare to periſh wich it; 


what muſt become of thee, my ſoul, if L ſhould 
neglect this important duty? So many precious 
ſouls then have I to account-for ? Is it not enough 


that I watch over my own; but I muſt anſwer for 


the blood of every one in this audience, who ſhall 
periſh through, my inadvertence? O tremble, my 
heart, tremble; and let a holy fear prevent thy 
periſhing eternally by flattering or neglecting any 
one of them. But if the preacher has ſo much 


room for apprehenſion ; whence comes it that every - 


hearer is in ſuch perfect tranquility, at the terrible 
ſentence-pronounced againſt the audience of //a/ah.? 
If Land every, miniſter. of Gop's word, have cauſe 
to fear, whenever we pronounce that ſacred word 
any otherwiſe than Gop directs ; ſurely Catholics, 
have a ſtout heart, or rather ſurely they have no 
heart at all; if they tremble not, at the hearing the 
word of Gon without the diſpoſitions he requires 
them to hear it with, or if they preſume to ſeek it, 


where and how. he forbids them to expect it: And 


what juſt cauſe to tremble have not ſuch perſons as 
leave thoſe preachers of the goſpel, Who adhere to 
the humble maxims of their c rucified maſter; pay 
their court to a retailer of words, and give up their 
time and attention often- times to one, who gator: 
ing jingle to goſpel-piety, can metamorphoſe a 
> of ke 7 ? What are they doing, 
who, 4 the ſake of diction, prefer a Dr. Taylor to 
a Gotber; a Tillotſon to a Dorrel? What, I ſay, 
are they doing hut copying after the perverſity of 


| oe hearers, and ſaying to their preachers, 


peak pleaſing things to us, ſee errors to us? 
Perhaps you will tell me, that the word of Gop 

is no longer ſo ſtern. as it was heretofore ; Sermons 

have now ſome, recourſe to rhetoric ; and ſacred 


_ orators are not ſo rigid as they have been: I will 
grant you, they are not; and why, but becauſe you 


ill not ſuffer them to be ſo? Yet I cannot poſſi- 
bly find any private-intereſt worth their purſuing, 


in gilding-over your miſeries and throwing a veil on 


your ſores. + Chat ſome may err thus, and I inad- 
vertently as well as they, is not - impoſſible, But 
then I, muſt obſerve. to you, that yours is all the 


guilt of all the faults we commit in preaching. You 


Would have us new-vamp the prophets, perfume 


the apoſtles, force the ancient of days to conform his 


.words to the faſhions of place and time; In ſhort, 
to uſe the emphaſis of the 18 you would have 
us | proſtitute. the, goſpel; to the mode; the Hol 

Gholt is never thought polite in our mouths, if not 
conformable. 1 e; and nothing leis can 


+ 2 


* 


Sratify you than our introduting, into the Church 
a diſſolute univerſity ſtile ſo oppoſit to the majeſtic 

ancient language, which, in the mouths of the apo- 
4 —_— 


dls 


ſtles, triumph'd over the forum and capital of Rome, 


and lower'd that head of a proud world, which, for 
four thouſand years, had ſtrongly entrench'd itſelf 
againſt all the powers of truth. Would you be but 
leſs laviſh of your applauſe on the Tillotſons of the 
age, and pay more regard to the ſolidity of Catho- 
lic morals, than to the frothy eloquence of ſuch bal- 
lancers of ſyllables; and ſycophants of the ear; 
Would you leave ſuch to liſten to themſelves as pax 


more regard, in their diſcourſcs, to man than to 


Gop; believe me, you would fire the zeal of 
preachers with a laudible ambition; Moſt of them 
would improve .their piety, by promoting yours ; 
and the reſt would be even uſeful to you, at leaſt 
out of vanity. Whereas while you traveſte all they 
lay, miſapply all they mean, and criticize both their 
words and their utterance ; charge their zeal with 
ruſticity, their fortitude with indiſcretion, their gra- 
vity with ſtupidity, and their devotion with enthuſi- 
aſm; yours is all the guilt of their connivance : And 
you will be accountable to Gop for having almoſt 
reduced them to imitate that ſcandal of monarchs 
and monſter of Rome, the inhuman Nero ; who, at- 
ter ſetting the auguſt capital of the world in flames, 
danced to the ſound of the people's diſtreſs, and ac- 
companied their cries with a tune on his lyre. 


III. Unleſs you ſuffer me, Chriſtians, to ſpeak 


plain Engliſh, *twill be in vain to come to the third 


Miſtake which relates intirely to yourſelves. The 


vanity of a preacher, or the inverſion of the word | 


of Gob, or both, may be partly the cauſe why 


Chriſtians reap ſo little benefit from that word of 1 
Gop: But they cannot be the whole. Frery 


preacher, however affected, every diſcourſe, howe- 


ver gaudy it might be, would make ſome imp reſſi- 1 | y 


on on the heart; if every hearer brought with him 
a heart to the Sermon. But ah my Gop! How 
many, before they come hither, either leave their 
hearts wholly behind them, or bring them but by 
halves. And the reaſon why a ſermon ſeldom goes, 


out of Church with the audience, is that which Pi- 


Jo gives, they bring their ears to the altar without theit 
attention: No wonder therefore that, when they hea!, 
the devil ſhould come and take the word out of their 
mouth, leſt "believing they be ſaved. No wondet, 
that.the word of Gop, like the ſeed which fell up- 
on the rocks, ſhould be joyſully received by, and ye! 
not profit, ſome for want of time to take root. N 
wonder, in a word, that falling, like the, parabolc 
"ſeed of this goſpel, into thorns, it ſhould be choak d- 
up with cares and riches and pleaſures of this life 
and ſhould not render fruit: When the perſons 
which make-up almoſt every Chriſtian audience, 


are either without Chriſtian hearts, or, at leaſt, w! 


hearts wholly over- run with ſollicitude, avarice, of 
luxury, or all. 


Attend 


— 
— 


On Sexageſima S U N DAN 107 


Attend for a minute, to a ſurpriſing diſcourſe be- 


1 op and his prophet Ezekiel. .* * Ezekiel, 
Wi 3 — part this 2 whether taking the 
1 1 


3 ES 4; ad, or conver 1 
e e the chile of 


ng at-home, are frequent- 


* th le ſpeak of thee by the walls and in the 
” 2 2 houſes.” Of me, Lord! What 


5 can they find worth talking of me? © Why they 


invite one-another to hear thee. Come let us 
go to the Sermon, and hear what fine things this 
« man has to ſay. Come and let us bear what is 
« the word which proceedeth from the mouth of the 
« Lord. + They flock to the Chupch and often in 


«ce 


_ © a hurry and in crouds. Poor miſtaken on 
er! Becauſe you ſee a thick array of moving fi- 


“ gures, you imagin you have a crouded audience. 


% No, no, the Church is either empty or only 
« fill'd with a croud of mere Corſes : They liſten 


* i i “ but in appearance as ſtatues might do. If you 


can but divert them; you will ſet the machines 
“ in motion, the things will have life, and the ge- 
© nius to liſten : But if you attempt to convert 
* them, you'll loſe all your labour; for they have 


EEE © brought no heart with them to convert. 
= © They have all left them behind: The men in 


their amours, or intrigues, their projects or ap- 


their whims, and their important nothings. 
To gueſs by their looks you would think they 
ſoberly defign'd coming to Church, but in truth, 
the leaſt they bring with them into Church is 
themſelves. They come to thee, ſays the Lord, as 
* if a-people ſbould ge in. t And: yet Ezechiel they 


than to give thee the hearing; careful enough 
never to think more of what thou ſay'ſt, for 
fear of being allured to the practice. My peo- 


147% /it b-fore thee, and they hear thy wards and 


do them not. 5 The whole ends in a barbarous 
anatomy of what they have heard, in babbling 
out a tedious ſet of Scrmons over one, and in 
preaching the'preacher all over the town; . And 


* 
A 


ſuch an audience judge what fruit you are to ex- 
pect? From ſuch premiſſes draw yourſelf the 
concluſion. They go out of Church with all 
the vices they brought, immodeſt, unjuſt, diſſo- 
lute, revengeſul, proud and covetous as they came 
into it, and their heart, ſays the Lord, /o/loweth 


their avarice.” ** Hitherto we have heard Gop 


talking to his prophet. And whether any part, of 
this be applicable to You, yourſelves muſt decide. 
Examin your own fouls, or if that be too trouble- 
ſome-a taſk for you, let me make a {crutiny of the 
common method of living alas, in this age, the: ve- 
ry outlines of primitive chriftianity ſeem almoſt ef- 


Fact. xxxiii. Fg ee 
i Ibid, ** 1d. Þ & 1] 1d; 4 * 


pointments; and the women in their vanities, 


give thee the hearing, but with no farther intent 


thou ar"t'to them as a muſical Jong. Now from 


faced. What do we ſec in marriages but confuſio” 
and indecencies? What amongſt the youth, but cor- 
ruption? And what in almoſt in every family but 
diforder ? Deceit is the director of commerce, 
lukewarmneſs is the ſubſtitute of devotion, and fraud 
holds the ballance of juſtice. Yet ſo many Ser- 
mons heard 1s it poſſible? Yes too poſſible not to be 
fact, and why? No ſooner has the ſound of the divine. 
word tingled on the ears of the audience than it eva- 
porates in diſſipation. It is like the ſeed which, fell 
by the way-ſide .. . . They hear and forget... Be- 
caule tbe devil, by the power they give him over 
them, cometh and taketh the word out of their heart, 
leſt believing they be ſaved. * Let us turn our eyes 
whither-ever we will, what-can we meet with but 
offences againſt an injured Gop, the precious blood 
of Chriſt neglected if not contemn'd; and a croud of 
ſouls 1 at a break - neck pace to perdition. 
And how ſhall the word of Gop work any good 
effects upon ſouls as it is generally prophaned and 
traveſted almoſt in every pulpit in this nation, and as 
it is heard by - almoſt every audience? What view 
does the intruding preacher mount with, but to at- 
tract the eyes and amuſe the ears of his aſſembly? 
And what end do his hearers propoſe, but the gra- 
tification of their different paſſions? One goes to 
Sermons, to gather roſes and . violets from the ac- 
cents of a \mooth-tongued orator : Another, to paſs 
an idle hour till dinner be ready: A third, to gaze 
on ſome living image of the Creator, all lovely per- 
haps in appearance, all disfigured within : And 
others again, to make head againſt the 
preacher, with the example of vices he is labouring 
to decry. Such, ſuch are they, in whoſe hearts of 
rock the ſeed of Gop's holy. word can fix no roots. 
But is this a fit diſpoſition for a Catholic. preacher 
or audience? However it may be cohſiſtent in a he- 
retic aſſembly; *tis an indignity in ſuch a ſacred One 
as I mean to ſpeak-to. No, no: Nothing but the 


pure word of Gop ought to engroſs your preacher's 
-purſuits, and nothing elſe ought ever to engage 
your attention. But how, ſhall the Divine Word 


haveany impreſſion in your hearts ; if, ſcarce heard, 
you choak the ſentiments you. have conceived, in the 
thorny diſſipation of werldly pleaſures or affairs? 
* Man, /ays St. Damian, laboyrs in vain in preach- 
ing to men; if the hearers takes no pains to liſten 
% to the voice of God within him.” My Gop! 
How ſhall the voice of thy miniſters bear head a- 
gainſt ſo mazy idle diſcourſes, ſo many impertinent 


| Jokes, ſo many double entendres, which Chriſtians 


nowo'-days bluſh not to draw. from the very max- 
ims of the goſpel; to the promotion of worldly at- 
tachment, to the apathy of devotion, and perhaps 


to the ridicule and contempt, of the very maxims 
themſelves? Ah Chriſtians !, if the firſt fruit ot a 
Sermon be not to wean, you from this falſe vain and 


St. Luie viii. N 


P 2 5 deluſive 


Fg 


105 
delufive world; if the firſt fruit of the Divine Word, 
be not to ſtifle your dangerous jokes And amufe- 
ments, to break-off n q- 
lienate you from diffolite Fempany and converfati- 
Ons, in Vain do you come Hithet : Tou ate miſbend. 
ing yout time in liſtening to us; and might mike 
better uſe of it by. ſtiyibg at home. In vain de 
« we preach to you, and Fetter thight we employ 
& Gur time in ſilence, as t. Ambroſe ſayr, than in 
&« gealing- out the ſacted myſteries of the Divine 
* Word.” To what purpoſe ſhall the blood of our 
Redeemer flow from the möüth of his miniſters 
once a week; IF it is daily ſhed, with contempt, by 
the neglect of the hearers? To what purpoſe ſhall 
he ſow the feeds of His Holy Wotd, by trieans of his 
miniſters, in the Hearts of the faithful ; if they, 
who hear it, go their ways, and fuffer that holy 
Word, like 15 fetd fown among thorns, to be 
thoaked-up with cares, and riches, and pleaſures of 
this life without rendering fruit. | 
Al Curittans]! Study to be ſuch Permit and 
encourage us to preach as becomes the miniſters of 
God's Word, by your liſteting like Chriſtians. 
Force us to preach with catholic unction, by your 
attending with catholic devotion. Do this and you 
Will render. the Word of Gop fruitful indeed. 
Here that Word, and retain it in Aged, a very good 
| Heart; and, like the ſeed bie fell on good ground 
it will yield fruit an bundred 2 Here, ſays 


the Lord, to the audience of Tfaiah and to you, 
bear and your ſouls ſball live. Hear then and 
remove the three miſtakes I have hitherto diſcover'd. 
If you hear and ſuffer 3 to be won· over to 
Perfection; you may hope for an eternal Reward : 
But if you hear and are froward to yield; you will 
have'reaſon to fear the eternal judgment. When 
* the holy Scripture, ſays St. Auguſtin, and the 
4 doctrines of juſtice are debited from the Altar, or 
% Pulpit to the public; they, who hear and prac- 
« tice, hear to their reward: But they, who hear 
* and negle& todo, hear to their condemnation. ? 
So let man Frys us, ſays St. PAUL, as 4 
of rift and diſpenſers of the myſteries of Gov 
And here the Apoſtle recommends to us the de- 
porting ourſelves, in the diſpenſation of thoſe myſ- 
teries, ſo as to deſerve the being reputed what we 
are. How unſeemingly muſt it not be ina preacher 
ſurrounded with the enſigns of devotion, with the 
ſemblance of the martyrs and other glorious ſaints, 
with the crucifix the ſacraments and myſteries of 
fanQity, to begin his diſcourſe from the Altar, or 
ſacred chair with the adorable words of the Goſpel, 
and carry it on in a manner which would raiſe a bluſh 
in the graver part of heathen poets or pagan philo- 
ſophers ? Nod yet how few are there innocent 
of this? How few the orthodox preachers in this 
nation? How few the faithful diſpenſers of the word? 
* Haieb lv. Ts EE 3 
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Scarce ate there to be found a few who deal it out 


m truth and piety: And we may truly fay of Ex- 
gland wliat St. Faul fail, of Cirinth. Here is now 


wanted, "among tht diſpenſers that a man be found 


Alas What 4 dread inundation of vices drowns tbe 
pebple of this nation, and how few ate the catbo- 


lics wie are not ſinking in the common wreck ! | 


What ſex, what age, what profeſſion is exempt 4 1 


from the getieral cataſtrophe! How few are they, 


who, ſafe within the Ark, keep their fidelity unſul- 


lied | If rhaſters are diſfolute; their ſervams outſtrip. by 


them. 


If parents give bad example to their chil- 


dren: Theſe improve upon the vices of their par- b 


ents. The Youth, perhaps, are not covetous : But 


"2 1 


then they are laſcivious and extravagant. If old age 2 


is not wanton ; is it not covetous and hard-hearted? 
They, who reſiſt revenge, give a looſe to luxury; 


and they, Who murder not their enemies witha 
knife, make no ſcriple of butchering the repu- 


tation of an inoffenfive neighbour with 
tongue. | 
duſtrious are indevout, if not impious. 


the 

In ſhort, mankind, if they are in- 
| And the * 12 

generality of womankind, if they have ſome tendet- 


neſs of devotion, have full as much delicacy, giddi- ® E 1 2 


neſs and vanity. O what a deluge is this, which 


immerges all the virtues of Chriſtianity at once! i 
O what a multiplicity of thorns to choak the word 


of Gop ! Can it then be ſupportable in a preacher, 
amidſt ſuch univerſal diſtreſs, like an effeminate 3 
Ovid in his account of the deluge, to play with 


the miferies of nature in gaudy deſcriptions and 
rhetorical flights? Can this be a 
lead in ſafety to the Ark ſo man 
ys of periſhing ? If man is 0 f 


roper way to _ 
ouls upon the _ 
ve by the wert! _ 


bich proceedeth from the mouth of God; what a A 1 
barbarous COT would it not be, in us, to lead ü 


you to death, by 
our diſcourſes, im the ſtead of that word? You 


- muſt excuſe me then, beloved; if, following the 
advice of St. Auguſtin, and © treating pernicious | 
*© curioſity with contempt, I reſolve to ſeek the 
% true Gop in thepiety of truth: If deſpiſing 


all human reſpects, I apply wholly to the promot- 
ing, in your ſalvation, my own. He who has ny 
word, let bim utter my word faithfully. It is 
Gop who commands both Feremiah and us ſo to 
do. And ſurely you would not have us periſh for 
refuſing to obey him. Your ſouls are all dear t 
us as our own. We ſtruggle to lead and go with 
you hand and hand into Heaven. Who then 
there here ſo cruel, among you, who would wiſh to 
precipitate us into Hell, by awaking in us a 
which is impaſted in the nature of all men, and too 
wakeful in itſelf; and, by meanly ſpiriting us UP 
to the vain defire of flattering or being Aatter'd 
However it is not. enough, for your benefit, that 


rem. Xxiii 
7 xiii, * 


ubſtituting human eloquence in 


n 


3 on our ſides, apply remedies to your evils: 

* « - muſt At Sg 1 work on your ſide. And 
at remedy ovght-yor to apply, but a ſerious at- 
non to and digeſtion of thoſe doctrines and max- 
WS: which may perſuade you to mend your lives 
a manners ? To give light to a room, it is not fuf- 
| ient to ſtrike a few ſparks of fire from a flint: 


ck | ou muſt add aliment to the ſparks. To nouriſh 
mpt or bodies, it is not enough to receive the food 
rey, pour mouths: You muſt chew it and concoct it. 
ful- lany do by ſacred ſermons what Balthaſſar did 
trip che prediction of Daniel. This unthinking 
hil- onarch, amidſt the riotous gaiety of a ſumptuous 
pat- i 1 tertainment, is ſuddenly ſhock d at an unintelli- 
But ble ſentence written on the wall by an inviſible 
ace and. And Daniel is inſtantly ſent for to interpret 
ted) e myſterious cypher. Number, weight and 


meaſure, O King ( ſays Daniel) is the interpre- 
tation, Gop bath number'd thy Kingdom and 
bath fmiſb'd it : thou ar weigb'd in the ballance 
and found having leſs weight than thou ſhould'ſt 
IE have: Thy Kingdom is divided and is given to 
"EXE the Medes and the Perfrans, *) Who would not 
nagin that ſuch a warning ſhould have alarm'd 
Ein? Who would have expected leſs than to hear 
im order the City to be double-guarded with cen- 
) XXxgnecls: His palace to be ſecured with a ſtronger 
Dower, and ſcouts to be fent-out to watch the 
pproaches of the enemy. But not at all: He is 
Hot ſo much as moved for his own ſafety : But 


_ Wor the adorning of Daniel, who had already declared 
is contempt for thoſe ornaments. O what a lively 
eure this of what paſſes among Chriſtians in this 


ord se! A preacher ſhall ſpend himſelf aye" 
: _— he menaces of Gop againſt ſinners: He ſball, 
cad r ak and write egainſi them bitterneſs: He ſhall 
einn Pains to them the fearful aſſaults of approaching 
La cath, and deſcribe the dangers and horrors of e- 
the ernal death: And the ſermon once over, what 
ous beomes of all his labours? Why, the whole ends in 
the a cle acclamations of praiſe. O the fine things he 
ing i bas ſaid] Prodigious! What a deal of Scripture |! 


- | 1771 What high-flown doari 
o- What not rines! What eloquence | 


+ a 


„Daniel without his golden collar. w; - 
„ e be depites. Lewe wur Püsachen DEE: 
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bo 3 Aly amuſes himſelf with giving minute directions 


Ah Chriſtians ! for pity's ſake, leave 


Fog? 


Praiſe, without reward, and guard againſt the evils- 
which threaten you. We want not Camelecon-like, 
to feed upon air: We covet not your applauſe or 
your riches, but your ſouls. We have ſouls to fave, . 
as well as you; and are as liable to be hurried into 
pride as yourſelves. If then we facrifice all the 
pleaſures and comforts of life, which we per- 
haps might reliſh as much as you; and ſacrifice them 
all to ſave you by humility; make us not ſo unkind” 
a return as to render our ſacrifice fruitleſs by damn- 
ing us with vain- glory. No: Leave us to huſh our 
own pride afleep as well as we can. In a word 
I once more repeat it: Leave us without praiſe or 
reward, to provide for the ſafety of your own ſouls. 
For my part I declare to you, I will never ad- 
dreſs you but to tell you the poſitive will of Gp; 
to invite you to break thoſe ſervil fetters which link 
you ſo taſt to the earth; and to perſuade you to 
ſteal a thought ſometimes from the fleſh and the crea- 
ture to give it to the ſpirit and the creator: In ſhort 
my whole pu ſhall ever be, to perſuade you, 
if poſſible, to ſhake off that indolence and that 
diſtaſte, which detain you in ſpiri 
keep you ſo lukewarm in the ſervice of GOD. 
then you believe, what your Saviour tells you, that 
man liveth by every word which proceedeth from the 
mouth of God; if you are ſatisſied, that Gop has 
made us diſpenſers of that word; if you are con- 
vinced, that the werd of Gop #5 4 fraitful ſeed, 


which ſown in @ good beart diſpoſed to hear aud 


retain it, is capable of yeilding fruit an hundred 


feld; have a care, that you do not choke that ſeed 


of ſalvation, that you do got draw death from the 
means of life, by either negleQing 4 bear it, or 
not bearing at you-ought. Remember, that, if 1a 
bear and do not; you will only hear to your Judg- 
ment: And if warn'd of your:evils and dangers v 
ſtudy not to remove them; yours will be the whole - 
guilt of your ruin Look ye, Beloved, Gon ex- - 
peas ſomething great from you and from me, par- 
ticularly in the approaching boy tune. Wo to me! . 
Wo to you! Wo to us all; if we fruſtrate his ex- 
pectations | His grace is ready at our call: If we 
negle& it, eternal miſery muſt be our portion: But 
if we improve it, eternal joy. Which Libelgech+ 
God, Cc. ln tbe Name, &. 


F 


ifitual of | 


$ERMON? | 


* 


E R 


1 
St. LUKE xvii. 31, to 34. 

Irsus took the Twelve and ſaid to them : Bebold, 
we go up to Jeruſalem and all things ſball be 
fulfilld which were written by the prophets of 
the Son of Man. For He ſhall be deliver'd to 
the Gentiles ; and ſhall be mock'd and ſcourged 
and ſpit upon: And after they have ſcourged bim 
they will kill him, and the third day be ſhall riſe 
again. And they underſtood none of theſe things. 


O THAT I might, Beloved Chriſtians ! O that 
I might but calmly meditate upon the infinit 
induſtry, the amorous Providence, with which our 
Almighty Sovereign ſo graciouſly delights to help 
Our ſeeble ſouls and guide our tottering feet, through 
this impervious maze of miſeries, to eternal bliſs 
How could I feed and fatten on the gladding theme 
O Thought, exſtatic Thought! What heavenly 
tranſports of ſeraphic Love and grateful joys muſt 
not theſe very hearts of fleſh be raviſh'd with, in 
ſight of ſo much and ſuch ſweet exceſs) of bounty 
as that with which our Gop exerts himſelf in our 
behalf; might we but, quite free from interrup- 
tion, enjoy the rapturous Reflection? But ah the 
black intruding melancholy which damps my riſing 
ſpirits; bears aown my heart with an oppreſſive hor- 
Tot ; and dragging my mind from the enchantmg 


' contemplation of my Almighty Maker's amorons 


follicitudes, forcibly fixes it to the ſad conſidera- 
tion of Man's ſtupidity! Whenever I reflect on 
this, I am ftunn'd ; my ſoul, even ſhrinks; and 
grief, aſtoniſhment, and love and fear and indigna- 
tion rob me alternately of myſelf. O my too loy- 
ing Jesus! Whether dos't thou hurry with ' ſuch 


_ earneſt zeal? To Jeruſalem? To ſuffer ignominy, 


pain and death for human Nature? Ah! Turn 
back, too generous JEsvs, turn back. If thy Diſ- 
ciples underſtood none of _ things, when Thou 
did*ft ſpeak them; much leſs will 'T heſe underſtand 
them, when tranſacted, when fulfill'd. Turn 


back, dear Lord; and die not for ungrateful ſtupid 
Chriſtians: For Chriſtians, not ſatisfied with what 
Thou haſt done, will abuſe all Thou can'ſt do for 
them; by expecting Thee to do All. Before thy 
Paſſion, before thy Death, what did'ſt Thou not 
for Them, In thy Incarnation, Birth and Life, and 
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* 


Subject I have handled required you to be grave; | 


vine Light, 


M O 


Converſation? Vet what has it ſerved ? What haſt 
Thou done to thy Vine of Neceſſary which has not 
been abuſed ? What can'ſt thou do more, of ſuper- 
abundant, which will not be abuſed? Turn then 
once more; and labour not in vain for ſuch a fruit- 
leſs trunk, as thankleſs, thoughtleſs, flothful Man! mb 
With all the labour thou haſt beſtow'd to cultivate 
this Vine, what has it yielded Thee but thorns and 
briars, inſtead of fruit? Ah! How truly may | in 
not ſay of Chriſtians, with the inſpired Author f 
the PROVERBs, * [paſs'd by the field of the Slotbful, 1 | 
and by the Vineyard of the Fooliſh ; and behold ne. 
tles have wholly fill'd it and thorns bave cover'l _— 
the face of it ? But O ſouls | Lovely precious ſoul: nal 
of Gop! Favourit 'Vines ! Choſen Vines of the bo 8 
eternal Father ! O Chriſtians! Could you exped 
-Gop to do more for you than he has done? How i 
<ames it then that your affairs are in ſo bad a ſitu- WM 
tion? O dearly Beloved Faithful! I ſay again, how WM 
do your affairs ſtand? Gop has done ſo much to 
ſave your ſouls; and will not you think of doing i 
any thing yourſelves ? Surely, Chriſtians, to gueß Rm 
by your lives, you do not underſtand that Atl which 
-Gop has done for you is done to ſave yourſelves? _— 
Surely you do not underſtand what he has done, 4 
what remains for you to do? Let me then give yy. _— 
a lively ſenſe of it: And take me as much in e- _— 


neſt as I ſhali ſpeak to you in earneſt; If ever an 9 


. * 1 


the Preſent does: When 1 am to ſhew you, a5! | 
ſhall now proceed to do, with the Help of the h. 


I. The very much which God has dene 4 
does, to fave Mankind: Inde 
II. The very Little which Mankind do, to fart 
Themſelves. 


* O Lord, my Gop! Thou, O unwearil Wn. 
< ſourſe of charitable induſtry ! What haſt Thi 

done? Or rather, what haſt Thou not done“ 
ſave us? O] What monſters of ingratitude tb . 
muſt not We be; if, after doing all for us, bel Wl 
can'ſt not prevail upon us to do Something de, 
ourſelves? Forbid it, Gop of Love, forbid i Wit 

* Chap. xxiv, « Le, 


let not the multitude of mercies, Thou haſt 
—_—_ hower'd on us, be render'd fruſtrate, by our 
W perverſe ſupineneſs. But crown thy infinit pro- 
_ fon of beneficence with the celeſtial gift of 


Chriſtian ardor in the great affair of our Salva- 
tion; and make us All as anxious to be ſaved, as 
Thou ar't graciouſly ſollicitous to ſave us.” 


I. The merciful induſtry of our all-gracious 
ob, with regard to Human Nature did not con- 
e itſelf, Beloved, to mere unactive wiſhes or un- 


8 4 


haft 4 ical promifes ; but has ſhewn itſelf in the moſt 
not Wo fitable facts. In Gop it has ever been the ſame' 
per- 1 _ ih the ſalvation of man and to promote it, by 
thee cry bountiful aſſiſtance which a Gop of infinit 
ruit ver, wiſdom, goodneſs and truth, could be ex- 


Qed to give a free being. That man might be 
ernally happy with himſelf, he extracted him out 
the fathomleſs depth of nothing; form'd in him a 
pul, a living ſoul, a ſoul which was an emanation 
himſelf, a breath of his divinity : And endow'd 
at ſoul with an underſtanding capable of knowing 
e greatneſs of his origin; a will capable of 
Woving him, with grateful ardent love, towards 
divine ſource from whence hè proceeded ; and 
memory fitted for the reception and retention of 
the ideas neceſſary and- conducive to his Sove- 
cn happineſs. And the more inſeparably to link 
n to his divine Creator, the Almighty Artiſt 
Wamp'd on him an indelible likeneſs of himſelf. 
aus great, thus noble, thus perfect did man iſſue 
ch from the hands of the Almighty. And O 
mighty Majeſty | Infinit as this thy merciful in- 
carry muſt appear to us in itſelf, what is it to the 
"Wc ffably bounteous end thou hadſt in it of conduct- 
bim, once extracted from the unmeaſured abyſs 
nothing, to an immeaſurable altitude of endleſs 
s? And ah] What a ſweet exceſs of grateful 
e and active gratitude, ought not our admirati- 
do end in; when we reflect, that all this induſtry 
the ſole effect of thy communicative mercy to 
Riess creatures as yet incapable of meriting aught 
m Thee? O favourit fouls of Gop! If you can- 
et love a Gop fo generouſly profuſe of bounties to 
u, enough to be grateful to him; what on this 
Irth will | 
—ratecfu]. 
1 is hard, Beloved Children 
.in which Gop manifeſted 
errneſs towards you: Whether in the natural gifts 
e beſtow'd on you in your firſt creation, or in 
hoſe he laviſh'd on you when created, or rather 


-< 


moſt his ſaving ten- 
* 


4 
' I 
' 


7 '' Prepared for you againſt vou 

_ pared gainit you were created. What 
— 4 n infinity of prodigies did not his loving induſtry 
"i york for your ſervice,” profit and delight? The 


As Ur, the ſeas, the elements in general, 
Vith all things in them: fun, moon and flars and 
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ſuch a powerful grace as may excite us to a truly 


you love; to what, to whom can you be. 


; it is very hard to 


planetary orbs ; plants, animals, and fiſh and fowl, 
and every other being animate and inanimate : All 
were produced, not for the benefit of Gop or of 
his angels, who had no need of them, but for Vou. 
All are ſo many favours heap'd on You by that all- 
bounteous Gop, who, infinitly deſirous to fave you, 
induſtriouſly created them, to ſerve you as ſo many 
means to lead you to ſalvation : That You, contem- 
plating in them his infinit exceſs of love for You, 
and learning thence how much he is able and wil- 
ling to do for you in the next'world who has done 
fo much for you m this, might correſpond to his ar- 
dent love for You with an ardent grateful love of 
Him, in a virtuous active love for yourſelves. And 
what more could yourſelves wiſh Gop to do to- 
wards exciting you to repay his ſollicitaus provi- 
dence with a provident induſtry for your own eter- 
nal happineſs ? 
Inftead of doing this much for You, He might 
haveeternally remain'd without doing any thing in 
your behalf. From all Eternity immenſely and un- 
alterably bleſſed in himſelf, he might have ever en- 
joy'd his ſovereign infinit beatitude, without ever” 
launching out himſelf to think on You. And yet 
has he condeſcended to think on you, to love you, to 
provide continually for you; and keeps alt his Di- 
vine Attributes employ' d to your advantage: His 
Omnipotence, to ſupport your being and to give be- 
ing to an innumerable variety of creatures for your 
good: His unfathomable wiſdom to diſpoſe all things 
for your greater good: And his inexhauſtible boun- 
ty, to win you by ineffable methods to be inamour d 
with good. And all this he does with the moſt ten- 
der, ardent, ineffable, conſtantlove, à love which is 
never tired with heaping benefits on you, and which 


. 


never will be tired with adding freſh ones, unleſs the _. 


perverſity of your ingratitude ſhould forte him to 
with-hold his hand. But what farther ſhews the 
ineffability of his providential ſollicitude for You, is, 
that Gov, ih all theſe benefits, communicates his 
very ſelf to 4 It is He who lights 2 in the 
ſun; warms you, in the fire; nouriſhes you, in 
your daily food; delights you in the harmony of 
muſic, and comforts you in every conſolation you 
meet with. You have nothing, Vou enjoy no- 
thing, you are nothing, but what comes in from 
and through bim. It is He who helps you to what- 
ever you obtain of pleaſant, profitable, needful or 
ſufficient: And helps you, with delight to himſeff; ; 
not for any advantage you can bring to him, but 
for the pure gracious pleaſure he takes im affording 
you every advantage which may bring you fafe to 
bim. It is He, who cloſes your eyes to ſſeep; 
watches at your pillow to guard you from danger, 
while you doſe; and, when you wake, directs your: 
' ſteps and ſends his miniſters the angels to ſmooth. | 
your way, left you bart your foot againſt a flonen® 
Halm XC, $256 
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In ſhort, it is He, who continually aſſiſts you, to 
provide you with neceſſaries; helps you to ſpeech, 
to motion, and to life; delights in every ſucceſs 
you meet with, and therefore diſpoſes every thing 
to ſucceed to your advantage, or is diſpleaſed when 
you perverſely turn it to your diſadvantage. 
Do you want then, O Chriſtians, farther proofs 
of the exceſſive induſtry which the Almighty love 
has exerted to ſave You? Take then theſe freſh 
| proofs. The glory he prepares for You, he could 
have abſolutely refuſed without injuſtice, after all 
you can or could have -done; or, in granting, he 
might have granted it as a mere liberal gift, which 
you by nature were incapable of meriting merely of 
yourſelves. Inſtead of which, to make you as com- 
pleatly bleſſed as your nature was capable of being 
made, he put it in your power, each, to attain to 
the function of his all ſatiating bliſs in your own 
right: And this he did by entering into a gracious 
covenant with you, and pledging his eternal truth 
to grant you everlaſting glory and telicity, on cer- 
tain conditions extremely eaſy, ſolidly pleaſant, and 
abſolutely neceſſary, (independently on that cove- 
nant) even for your temporal 4elicity. Conditions, 
which, but to name them, muſt force a bluſh even 
from the reprobates who not only {light but openly 
violate them: Conditions, which amount to nothing 
more than loving your Eternal BenefaQtor and gi- 
ving him proofs of your Sovereign love for him by 
ſerving, honouring and obeying him above all his 
creatures, and loving one-another for his ſake. O 
prodigy of perverſity | O the ungrateful propenſity 
of human nature, to find dificulty inthe obſervance 
of ſuch amiable conditions! O man] O Monſter 
Unparalld!'d monſter of ingratitude ! Doth then the 
Seat of iniquity"cleave to thee ſo cloſely, * who 
feigneſt labour in a precept of fo much facility, de- 
light and utility to thee ? But what ſhall I ſay : The 
goodneſs of Gow has only ſerved to fuel the ingra- 
titude of man. The Almighty knowing the per- 
verſity of human nature,and how much man's prone- 
neſs to evil would incline him to transform eaſe into 
difficulty, favours into hardſhips, and bleſſings into 
curſes, would even guard kim from himſelf; and 
therefore mereifully fortified him with ſupernatu- 
ral grace, and thus raiſed him above himſelf. But, 
alas, man, ſtupid, thankleſs, thoughileſs man, thus 
fraiſed, thus fortiſied, tin 
ble of the greatneſs of his dignity. In a word, as 
David more beautifully expreſſes it, Man when be 
- was in honour did not under land: He was compa- 
red to tbe brutes, by his low-minded purſuits, and 
. became like them in the gratification of his grove- 
1505 ſordid appetites. 8 D 2 to be eternal- 
Iy happy wit els in Heaven, by ſtudying to 
hw in e Na Divine Maker, = 
D in ſociety with his fellow- creatures on earth: And 
Pals xciii. | 
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thus enobled ſtill lived inſenſi- 


man baſely and fooliſhly ſpurning at the gracious of- 
fer of hisdivine benefactor for the ſake of ſtooping to Mn 
level with brutes upon earth, choſe to be temporal- 


ly miſerable here, to be eternally ſo hereaſter in the i 


ociety with Devils. Thus, to return to the pro- 
phet, Man, when be was in bonour did not under. 
fland: He was compared with the brutes, and be. 
came like them : Nay ſunk beneath them. —_ 

Ah! Who might not have expected then, be. 

loved Chriſtians, after ſuch a baſe return for ſo 
many and ſuch infinſt favours, to ſee the Almighty 
with-hold his bounteous hand, repudiate the un- 
2 ſpecies, and create ſome new, ſome more 

eſerving, race to heap his mercies on? Thus did 
he act with the rebellious angels; when he create! 
us to fill their vacant ſeats: Thus did we richly 
merit, he ſhould act with us; when we, more baſe 
than they, perverted his greater mercies toward; 
us to an unnatural revolt againſt him: And thus 
had he acted; he would have done us no more in- 
juſtice than he did to them. But O with what 
ſtupendous tenderneſs of charity did he not ſnen 
how much greater value he ſet upon mankind than 
on the angels! Them, when they ſinn'd, he would 7 
not ſuffer in his preſence; but plunged them ſtrait, 
from their celeſtial ſeats, down to the Abyſs of 7 
Hell: And yet would dain to ſtoop himſelf down to 8 
very Heli to lift- up man, ſinful man, almoſt again: _ 
his inclination even to Heaven. Yes, my dear 


— 


Irsus: Yes, my Gop. Thou, from the deptþ d A ® 
thy prodigious love, to ſave us almoſt in ſpite o * 
us; to conquer in ſhort our obdurate hearts, with m 
ſuch an ardent Charity as might ſuffice to melt cve! it 
flints into a ſenſe of gratitude, thou would'ſt de, pl 
cend from thy celeſtial throre; debaſe thyſelf u bu 
the ion of our nature to thy own; becom , 40 


our brother; and give thyſelf a voluntary victim o 
our crimes: And O with what a throng of won. 


death; his poverty, fatigues, and ſtripes; Þ!s wt 
fets, ſcourges, thorns and nails and cro's and 1 
And becaule the greateſt of theſe evils, were. "| 
torment his precious body ſo ſoon; the ima 
of his love call'd his heavenly fore-knowledg* « 
aid, that they might torture his ſpirit with 4 5 
ward · inceſſant martyrdom, even before his * 


drous circumſtances of unfeign'd affection did! 1 thi 
thou not accompany this generous ſtep |! WA cit 

Oh Chriſtians! When the Lord of Hehe 
deſcended upon earth, he came with ſuch anxi0” it, 
eagerneſs to give you proofs of his love, not ond bu 
doing but in ſuffering for you, that hungering alt nai 
pains, he would not loſe one ſingle inftant cf . he 
ture. In the very firſt moment of his human e Do 
within his virgin mother's ſacred womb, he w rag 
enjoy by anticipated induſtry, all the miſeries E Tor 
came to ſhare with human nature: And therefor _ con 
preſented; to his imagination every bitter future ©" Wn equ 
cumſtance of his whole life, his paſſion and 1 : Ah 

b 


"— 


nahen he was born, that he might ſuffer the 
more, he would be born of a lowly poor and unre- 
= carded virgin, not at his mother's home; but in a 


WE reign village, in a foreign ſtable, expoſed to every 
i 


#35 
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1 the a 

hardſhip of the moſt inclement ſeaſon of the year 
E. I. nd of the moſt ungrateful hour of the night. Nay 
p "i ; M nore, unable to bear the waiting to ſhed his blood 


Wor man, till the appointed time for ſhedding the 
hole, he muſt even begin to ſhed it from his ear- 


courage us to ſuffer ſomething with and for him; 
and to accuſtom us to an affection for the ſufferings 
and wants, and even voluntary diſtreſſes which we 
a e muſt endure for Gop and our falvation. Ah ! can 


. 94 eſt tendereſt infancy, for ſinners whom he per- 
cn = onated in the act, tho' all innocence himſelf. 
ghty Wen he grew-up, what did he not do and* ſuffer 
Io bor us all? What weary days and ſleepleſs nights 
me e he not fill-up his whole lifefwith How hard 
: 4 aid he not labour with his preci6us hands, for the 
Ir ſupport of his loved parents and himſelf ? What in- 
our! numerable fatiguing journeys did he not meaſure 
2 Wich his feet, for the inſtruction of us all? What 
"= W affronts, what indignities, what pains, what hunger, 
KA "VE thirſt and wants and injuries did he not voluntarily 
hay encounter, day after day, and year after year? And 
yo EE why ? Was it for any need himſelf could have of all 
| * "EEE this ? No, no, he could receive no advantage from: 
ry Wit, as Gop and Lord of all his creatures, able to do 
you" Sith them whatever he pleaſed, and incapable of 
5 ecceiving any additional Rüczey from aught which 
pls © i out of himſelf. He came an infant, poor trem- 
b „ bling with cold, fainting with hunger, abandon'd 
_ 1 by all, and in extreme diſtreſs, on purpoſe to en- 


** ns be poſſible then, that, after ſuch a- noble exam- 
4 ple of Gop's ſetting us, we can think of nothing 
ſelf u but delights, can ſuffer nothing but our eaſe; and 
8 do nothing but ſleep and idle away our time in total 
im 1 OT inaQtion or in fruitleſs action? 

Won oo But what is all IL have ſaid? Nothing: Mere no- 


did By ching to the farther inſtances of Gop's divine ſolli- 
cditude for our ſalvation. How much, how greatly 


hw 2 4 he _ and labour'd for it, nay ſuffer'd for 
2x10” it, his paſſion, his bloody fweat, his ſcourges, his 
only! == buffets, his cruel crown of thorns. hiv a the 


g afte "I nails, the hammer, croſs, and ignominy and death 
he ſuffer'd, bear ſufficient witneſs. Ah Chriſtians ! 


Ir Do you reflect, what means à Gop's- being out- 
oy 4 rageouſly reviled for you; ſcourged, buffeted and 
ries torne and bruiſed and wounded for you g for you 
erelor condemn'd to an ignoble death, a death in bitterneſs 
ure of equivalent to the united deaths of all his creatures ? 
and » Ah ! Why did he conſent to be loaded with a hea- 


vy croſs, to be exalted on it,. to have his ſacred 
hands and feet nail'd to it; to be expoſed upon it to 


—— 
e 
Pre 


_ _ and even to the dereliction of his eternal Fa- 
> er ; ire 1 1 
| - 1 A in the e of it wor pour- 
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the blaſphemies of men, to the utmoſt outrages of 


113 
forth his precious blood upon it with ſuch a gene- 
rous profuſion as not even tò leave one ſingle droo 
in his precious body which he did not ſhed for you! 
Why, I ay, but that, exalted from the earth him- 
ſelt, he might draw you all to himſelf, by giving 
you an early apathy for earthly enjoyments, an early 
tincture of love for his croſs and for the glory 
which is the promiſed reward of ſuch as chearfully 
ſhare with him in his ſufferings? Such, fuch,. 
Chriſtians was the great end of Gop's ſollicitude: 
for you: Your ſalvation was the end of alt he did, 
of all he ſuffer'd: And fo ardently did hie purſue” 
this end, that, to compaſs it, had one death not 
been ſuper-abundantly ſufficient; his love would 
have made him chearfully ſubmit to thouſands: of 
deaths and ſufferings more, all equally bitter, nay 
infinitly more ſo, if that was poſſible. In fact, 
finding the much, the infinitly much, he had de- 
creed to do-and ſuffer for you to the end of his mor- 
tal life; fall-ſtill inſinitiy ſhort of his infinit exceſs 
of love for you; therefore would he perpetuate his 
death and ſufferings to the end of time that his pre- 
cious blood might daily flow afreſh for you in the 
uneruental ' ſacrifice of the altar; that you might 
draw freſh recruits, of life from the fountains of 
your ſaviour 'in the adorable facrament of the Eu- 
chariſt. This was his exalted purpoſe and thoſe- 
the means he took to affect it. 

But thoſe were not all! A love like that of Gor 
for you would not content itſelf with exerting His 


common providence, to ſave you; with ſuffering, 


to ſave you; withtdying to ſave you; with leaving” 
you a — legacy of his body and blood, to fave 
you: Unleſs he left you his divinity alſo, to ſave 
you.” He knew, as he told us, that iti the” ſpirit” 


' which"quickeneth the fleſh profiteth nothing: And 


therefore, after leaving his precious body and blood 
to us for a laſting legacy and monument*of his love 
and deſire of our ſalvation :* Tate ye: This is n 


body: This is: my blood of the New Teſlament 


which ſball be ſhed- for you tb the remiſſion of int; 
He 4 Cr to ſhed that 9100 and 
leave it to us as a precious but inanimate pledge of 
his prodigious love. He would even raiſe it up a- 
gain, reanimate it with his ſpirit, and give us, in it, 
his whole fpirit : That we might, at our pleaſure, 
receive, in it, all he had to give, himfelf, his hea-- © 
venly Father and the Holy-Ghoſt; in ſhort the 
whole Omnipotent, adorable Trinity. And that 
he might engage us to ſet à juſt value on ſo im- 
menſely great a treaſure left us; hie ſent us the 
Holy-Ghoſt to enlighten our minds with the.know-- 
ledge of the infinit benefits communicated to us in 
this ineffable myſtery of love, to enflame our hearts 
with an ardent thirſt of reciving it, and to invite us 


to this invaluable banquet by innumerable inſpira- 
tions, ſpiritual lectures, ſermons, edifying exam 


2 
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ples, miracles, and other graces, lights, nd hea- 


venly means. O infinit overflow of prodigious. 


love ! | SE i 
Thus much O Chriſtians did your merciful Gon, 
do to fave you: And this is what your Saviour. 
hinted to his Apoſtles in 37 words of my text: Be- 
Bald, we go up 1 Jeruſa em und all things ſhall be 
fulfilld which were written, by the prophets 14 the 
fon of man. And what were thoſe. things? Why : 
The mercies the ineffable benefactions of Gop to 
man which L have juſt related, Your Gov ſba//, 
be hy ym to 2 72 — wr vou; * be 
woc d tor you; and ſcaurg d for you; and /pit-upon, 
for von; and after. Un der —— bin, they 
avill kill him ; and even this will he endure. fen 
vou; And the third day be ſhall riſe again, and all 
for you, O bounty paſt all tracing! Had it been 


poſſible, for any one; perſon of the Bleſſed; Trinity 


to ſland in need of ſomething to be done for. his e- 
ternal, up what more, my Jxsus, could?(t 
40 have, done tor thy-etecnal Father, or thy Holy 
* Ghoſt than thou would ſt de for me and every Chri- 
ſtiap in particular? Would' d thou, Got, and man 
as thou ar't,, deliver up thy dying perſonage ts the 
Gentils, to be. tortured and inſulted? The fame 
thou would'ſt da for us. Would'ſt thou ſubmit for 
org of either, of thoſe eternal; perſons to be meck'd, 
and ſcourged, and ſpit-ugon?. All this thou would'ſt 
2 tar us. Would'{}, thou. for them even 
uffer thydclF, to, be aſſaſſinated? Even ſo thou 
J * ? And wor i thou oy raiſe thy 
Alaſſinated body again to, | er urpoſe to give 
Ggtiving i in food ;tqthem? Ah l all this is no- 
ing mote. than what thou wauld'ſh even do for 
the. leaſt, the, meaveſt, of us all! And yet, what 
Fe couſdif}, thou do. ſor thy. eternal. Father, for 

thy, eternal. (pirit,, for thy, clara 6 f; than what 
Six lone urges. thee ta do for us and our ſalvation? 
hat more could?ſt thou; offer them, in preſent 
e body and blood, divine and human 
nature Nay. more, / ſex, my Ixsus : in thy eter- 
2 infigit, Ineffable intercourſe of love with. the 
her and. the camfarter, hat had'ſt thou to give 

| 2:4 more, or mare invaluable than thy whole 
ed ſelf?: And would: not thy tender love for man 

be, Aatisfied, unleſs thou give afl this, do him? O 
love ſuperior to all comprehenſion! No wonder, 
chat, while they were qnly foretold, the Apoſtles, 
who beard them, vndanmſtead none af theſe) things. 
Fax what daring mortal could ever have hoped, ot 
7 d. or even thought it poſſible, that a Gon 
infinity unalterably eternally happy in himſelf, in- 
25 ently on any creatures, ſhould dain to ſtoop 
aw,. and heap. ſuch immenſe. benefits on ſo uſe- 
 tefs,. worthleſs, thankleſs, 2 creature as ſinful man, 
out of a pure defire of ſaving him who was ſo very 


indifferent; about ſaying! himſelf ?! Who, I ay, 


_ auld have thought it poſſible, till our all-gracious 
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God reduced it to fact? No wonder therefore that 
T his werd was. hidden from the very Apoſtles, and 
that They underſtood not the things which were ſaid, 
till they were done. But now they are done, O 


Chriſtians, what ſtrange infatuation blinds you 


from underſtanding them? O ſtrange inſenſibility 


O fooliſh and flow to believe]! How long will you 

remain ignorant of, and thankleſs to the immenſe 
ſovereign's favours? 
And that you are ignorant of them, who can doubt 


profuſion of your Almight 


who compares the Almighty's conduct towards 
yon with your behaviour to him? how much, how 


infinitly much has he not done to fave mankind! 


And yet how little (O how little) do mankind do to 
ſave themſelves 


IL No Chriſtian, I am. ſenſible, is willing to be 
thqught ignornt of the much which JIxs us CHRIST 
has done for him. All Christians believe, at leaſt 


pretend 40 believe in all theſe things which Chrit 


tal} his, Apoſtles :: But alas there is ſo very little ſi- 


militude between the belief of Chi iſtians and their 1 | f 
practice, that a man muſt have the heart of a tiger, 
not to melt with concern, 


Every-day we ſee this 
he grow ſhorter and ſhorter and conſumed by peace- 
meal, by time, by inclemeney of varying ſeaſons, 
by ſickneſſes, lahours, wants, anguiſn, diſaſters 
and an almoſt infinit change of cauſes: And ſtill is 


the, whole of our ſenſes, paſſions, teaſon, grace, 
ſouls: and all, blindly devoted to this fickle life, 


Every-one ſighs after Heaven with a thouſand vous: 


every-one pretends, to it by ten thouſand titles; yet IF 
on, Which proceed} from every hu 


is every 


man heart, a ſnare which decoys and fixes. it i 
earthly life. That beauty which ſo enchants us in * > 


this lite, muſt haue an end; thee riches which ſo 


infatuate us muſt have an ends that applauſe which 


ſo bewitches us muſt have an end; thoſe honours 
which ſo attract and ſwell our ambition muſt have 
an end an end, in a word, there muſt be to this 
very fleſh which ſo intoxicates, betrays and enſlaves 
us: Our fouls alone neither will nor can have a 
end. And yet what ahſtinence, whas pains, what 
watchings, what induſtry and anxiety is not apply 
ed tq.preferve and adorn our beauty, to -avgmen 
our wealth, to provoke eur praiſes, to graſp at pou- 
er pomp. and-dignities, and to pamper this fraud 
lent fleſhꝰ But to fave qur- precious immortal ou 
ſouls, what is done? What pains are taken! 
What:induſtry: applied? Ah Nothing but the mf 
horrible negligence fills our days, our months, Of 
years, our life! With St. Gregory we may ſay ® 
the major part of mankind: They place tht 
*«. whole confidence in tranſitory. objects; they de- 
*© fire. not ſo much as a taſte of aughit but what 
* tranſient : And therefore, burying all the" 
thoughts in fleeting things, they loſe the V&) 
** with of what is permanent.“ CR 44D 
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that lovely fouls of God! Look then about you. 
and — an —.— glance towards Heaven and Hell. 
aid, D Haven! O manſion of unending joys! O Hell / 
, O RED ſcat of ſempiternal horror! O. the deſpairing 


ek of this | O the tranſporting melody of that | 


1151 Wh: diu of tortures inexpreſſible! O 
ty! ee dreary dungeon | 0 
— ect abode of 12 plealure | O racking 
enſe angs! O pangs forever to de felt; never, ah ne 
ars? fer to be told | O exquiſit delights! Delights pre- 
wbt © wed for human hearts to enjoy, above the reach 
ards BW human words to expreſs! O the legions of 
how ads employ'd in torturing there! O the Gop of 
nd! menſity beatifying here! O miſery ! O bliſs! O 
oto e blaſphemies! O the ſongs of heavenly praiſe | 
che darkneſs! O inextinguiſhable light! O Hea- 
./ OE, Oeternity | Is the ſaving ot the foul 

» be ching leſs than a lifting of it up.to eternal repoſe, 
IST a exſtatic enjoyment in the beatific embraces of 
caſt So ? Is the loſing that ſoul nothing leſs than pre- 
ici ' ditating it down to inceſſant never-ending torture 
e ſi- 4 an unequal combat with the Devils ? And which 
heir er be our lot, muſt it be for an eternity, a whole 
ige. Whernity ? O incomprehenſible fool-hardineſs ! What 
this hazard do we run | Suſpended between unquench- 
”__— flames and inſatiable joys,. between an eternity 
ons,  exquiſit anguiſh, and an eternity of exquiſit 
ters iss, {till do we afpirg ? Still do we laugh? Still do 
ll iz __— preſume ? Sal 15 we think on nothing but 
ces, ending our days in.earthly enjoyments, to deſcend 
life. an inſtant into Hel/ ? But ah! All this is inno- 
wi: ence in the preſent flagitious age: When the 
yet if imme of Chriſtians is engroſt and laviſh'd in in- 
fu. I rigues of luſt, in fraudulent purſuits, in the pro- 
to votion of revenge, ambition, luxury, avarice glut- 
en oay, libertinage and infidelity and atheiſm. What 
hi {6s imme is given now to GOD What days to the Holy 
uch a crament? What hours to public or domeſtic 
dus prayer? What minutes to the ſoul? Gon and his 
ave church and ſacred ſcriptures are ſunk to diſrepute. 
the be fgecſt is become: an object of indifference: Ihe 


Wes ; ” fTecors] a ſubject oi contempt: And the laſt ma tter of. 


= partes. To tell even Catholics now, that Sun- 
pl. _ 4 muſt be ſanctified intire to Gon, is being a ri 
ont Ferit; that feſtivals and faſts are dangerous to vio- 
u. late, that Lext is not a mere political invention, but 
. bee inftieution,.is being 3 biget; to, add that 
” A rcgvlar Chriſtians ought to keep themſelves in daily 
n! fitness for the holy: ſacraments. and regularly ap- 
ot brcach to them at proper ſtated times, is nom mere. 
ar bprisſtcraft. Now to hear a ſcanty ſervice of leſs 
il # then half an hour, Gon knows how, upon a Sunday, 
+ 5 | au ſpend the remainder of the day in dreſa, in chat, 
. n idle parties, viſits of pleaſure, or rendearvsu of 
4 buſineſs, in play, in drinking, railing, ranting, ca- 
15 / lumay, and ſcandlal, and every vicious ot duſſi pat ing 
e P becupation, is ſanctifying the ſabbath day. To 
; hear prayers on other days of obligation, is now be- 


on Quinquagefima SUN DAY. 


| ee ridicule, a mon- place bogk of jeſts and 
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come 2 ſupererogatory good-work. And faſts and 

abſtinence are now eſteem'd a matter of indif- 

ference, mere indifference. How buſy is not halt 

the Catholic world in this nation to prepare for the 

approaching Lent # But how? Is it to examine 

their conſciences, to deveſt themſelves of their ſins 

and ſinful habits, and to enter into a holy ſpirit of 

voluntary penance? Is it, in a word, to ſatisfy 

Gov's injured juſtice ? To humble their pamper'd 

fleſh? To acquire the virtue of temperance? To 

faſt forty days after che example of Chriſt, that they 
may render themſelves more worthy to partake of 

the banquet of his precious body and blood in their 

er communion | No, no: Imagin it not, be- 
loved. The chief anxiety of modern Catholics is, 

how they ſhall lay-in a ſufficient ſtock of glutton 

before-hand, that they may not be too great rd 
ferers by /ent, but may rather make themſelves 

previous amends for what is denied them in Lent 

with what they devour in carnaval; or, that eating 
themſelves fick they may not be obliged to faſt, 
tho' to faſt themſelves well again. And: of thoſe 

who will not quite run theſe lengths, how many 
are already buſied in calling- forth all their dorment 
achs and pains, and weakneſſes and work d-up 
fears; in conſulting their phyſicians, their apathe- 
caries, their nurſes, their ſycophants for tolerably 
plauſible pretexts to ground a diſpenſat ion on: And 
how many, in impoſing upon their directors, and 

more on themſelves, to obtain a licence which nei- 
ther he can give nor they receive? Ah what is it 
could poſſeſs then thoſe perſecutors of their ſenſes: 
who lived in ancient times? What could induce” 
them to chuſe the moſt feartul folitudes for their” 
abodes; where, ſurrounded with tigers, wolves, 
and other ſavage animals, the graſs of the fielus fer» 
ved them for meats, the water of the brooks ſer ved 
them for their drink; where their beds were the 

rude fur zes of the deſert, their covering the ſky; 
where naked they ſtood expoſed to all the inclemen- 
cies of heat, of cold, of damps, and ſcorching tun»: 
beams, and all their reſt conſiſtod only in a feu 
broken ſlumbers on briars, thorns, and rocky 

crags? What could provoke them to treat their 

tender limbs ſo rudely ; to torture them with whips 

and diſciplins and netties and every cruel inſtrumont; 
and ſtarve their bodies to imbeeillity with ſaſts and 
rigorous abſtinences? O generous ſouls l F own,. I 
had almoſt accuſed you of cruelty in thus aſſidu 
ouſly torturing yourſelves. But O how do your ri- 

gnurs reproach the preſent delicacy of modern 

Chriſtians. O primitive ſaints! Welt do thoſe 

ſelf· tormenting rigours ſpeak how well you knew, 
what an enormous evil it is to loſe Gon: What an 
immente bleſſing it is to poſſeſs Gon, to enjoy Gov, 

and that forever. = 8 

O dcarly beloved. Chriſtians ] Shall theſe ſaints. 
have done ſo mucli; and found it naceſſary, _ 
=o 


116 On Quinquageſima SUNDAY. 
alk their innocence, to do thus much to ſave t hem- much precious blood of his own, and exacted ſo 
ſelves: And You, with all your guilt and dangerous much from his ſacred-martyrs and other ſelf-tortu- 
diſpoſitions, have no occaſion to do any thing? Shall ring mortified chriſtian heroes? Shall he have inſti- 
they have faſted their whole lives from worldly tuted ſo many and ſuch venerable ſacraments and 
pleaſures, nay from the neceſſaries of life to attain myſteries ? Shall he have wrought a number without 
to the feaſt of Heaven? And ſhall you even grudge number of ſtupendous prodigies for the eftabliſh- 
to faſt one Lent from ſuperfluities to ſave yourſelves ment of our holy religion: That this religion, that 
from Hell? Shall Gop himſelf have done ſo much 7s, the fruit of ſo much divine and human blood, ſo 
to ſave you; and You refuſe to do any thing toſave many fatigues, and pains, and deaths, and lights and 
yourſelves ? Ah! be wiſe, and trifle not with thoſe graces, ſhould end in ----- what? In ſprinkling ou 
precious ſouls, which Gop has ſet ſo great a value cradles with a little hallow'd water? And that mere- 
on. He created you, to ſave you; preſerves you, ly, that we may give up our whole life after to idle- 
to ſave you; took fleſh of you, to ſave; converſed nefs, to tricks, to intrigues, to pleaſure, to eaſe, to 
with you, ſuffer'd for you, to ſave you; and even indevotion, to fin? Ah! For pity's fake, for pity 
died to ſave you. Vouchſafe then, at leaſt, to live, to the blood of Chriſt, for pity on your own ineſti- 
to ſave yourſelves. Begin from this moment te ſet mable ſouls which coſt him ſo dearly, reſolve, O 
about it. Profit by the ſacred approaching time Chriſtians, to change your conduct for a wiſer. 
of penance, to ſhew yourſelves deſirous to be ſaved. Woe to you, if your thoughts remain ſo buried as 
Remember that we are not leſs obliged to ſave our- they are in early enjoyments. Woe to you, if 
ſelves than thoſe Chriſtians were who labour'd for your thoughts are not directed to your own fſalvati- 
it with ſuch inceſſant ſelf-denial. We are not in a on which merits your firſt your chief attention. 
greater ſtate of ſecurity than they were. We are Woe to you, if, lulbd aſleep by the affairs of this 
not. leſs capable, than they, of eternal bliſs; nor life, you neglect to diſpoſe well thoſe of the next, | 
leſs in danger of Eternal damnation. Ah! what a whole eternity depends upon it. Ah! If you 
means then our unaccountable tranquillity, or ra- ſhould; with encreaſing anguiſh, eternally loſt to 
ther ſupineneſs, in a work of ſuch laſt importance: yourſelves, You will irremediably cry-out : O un- 9 
Where we as much as they are threaten'd with all happy me! My Gop came down to the earth, that 
the terrors of an unequal war with thoſe powers of I might with ineffable mercy be raiſed to Heaven: 
_ darkneſs, who are combating againſt our ſpirit? It And behold me plunged into Hell. This ſoul of 
means, that our beſt inclinations, our beſt thoughts, mine was purchaled at a prodigious price: And! 
our beſt wiſhes, are ſuffocated by intruding vanities as cheaply have loſt it, and loſt it irrevocably. > 
and corruption: That our” ſouls with ſhameful in- Gop loved me to an incomprehenſible exceſs : And 
verſion, ſuffer the paſſions to get the upper hand of yet behold me eternally buried in the avenging 
reaſon, ſin to take place of grace and the word of flames of his hatred. God did, on his fide, everr 
Gon. It means, that we forget how much that thing, to place me among his ſaints, and Lo] How 
great and gracious Gop has done to fave us, ar I have irrecoverably ſunk myſelf into an aſſociation 
that we muſt do ſomething to ſave ourſelves. It with Devils, there to weep with gnaſhing of teeth 
means, that we do not ſufficiently conſider the im- for a whole Eternity. But ah Forbid, Great Lord 
menſe odds between an eternity of felicity in the en- of Lords, that any of theſe Chriſtians, to whom | 
joyment of Gop and an eternity of miſ.ry in the ſpeak, ſhould ever be reduced to ſuch a late and 
ſociety of Devils. It means, that we never ſuffici- fruitleſs repentance. But ah! what kind of pre- 
ently reflect, with St. Paul, that the ſufferings of ſervative ſhall you uſe againſt ſuch a fruitleſs ſor- 
this preſent time are not worthy to be compared row? Why: Your preſervative, Beloved, muſt con- 
with the future glory which ſball be reveal'd in us, fiſt in this: Live like perſons who have death and 
in virtue of the paſſion and death of Chriſt. - In eternity in view. And live in ſuch a conſtant pre- 
hort, it means, that we, infinitly* leſs excuſable pation for death and eternity, as that you may 
than the twelve, have as yet underflood none of theſe ſerve to live eternally. Since Gop has gracioully 
things. Great Gop | Thou ſource and fountain done ſo much to fave your ſouls ; bluſh at the very 
of all lights, why do'ſt thou not make them evident thoughts of doing ſo little, as the generality of you 
to us? hwy do, to ſave yourſelves O fountain of all wiſdom, 
But ah ! Why aſk this of Gop: As if he had not give me to teach theſe Chriſtians the high impor- 
already exerted his whole omnipotence and mercy tance of acting thus: Or rather, O Thou, my God, 
to illuminate us? Ah! Let us own, that it is a cry- vouchiafe to make them feel it! Which I beſeech 
ing ſhame, that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo ignorant of Go, Cc. In the Name, &c. 
theſe truths as, by their ingratitude, they ſeem to | 
be. Great Gop of glory? Shall infinit Majeſty End of the Firſt Quarter of the EccLEs14a8T1CAL 
' have ſtoop'd itſelf to an offenſive ſtable, thence to | YEAR. | 
aſcend on an ignoble gibet? Shall he have ſhed ſo. | | F 
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: 10 KSt. MATTHEW iv. 1, 2, 3, 11. 


rss was led by the ſpirit into the deſert, to be 
tempted by the devil. And when be bad faſted 
forty days and forty nights, afterwards be was 
bungry. And the tempter approach . . . . And 
when the devil left bim; behold, angels came 
and miniſter'd to him. 


v4 
— 


1 


_ 
_ | ESUS led into temptation, beloved brethren ! 
EE what mortal then ſhall be exempt from it? Ix- 
s ſubmit to undergo temptation ! What mortal 
Wall murmur at enduring it, or deſpair of ſur- 
| Pounting it? Shall innocent Jesvs arm againſt the 
Nery approach of temptation, with a forty-days 
Wultere retreat; and his ſinful diſciples preſume to 
apple with it, without any preparation at all? 
88D by, think you, would our divine maſter be tempt- 
gd, but to encourage us to endure temptation with 
Yeatience and fortitude, when it comes? Why would 
ee arm againſt temptation, with ſo long, ſo painful, 
continued an abſtinence, but to teach us that 
eemptations are dangerous evils? Why would he 
| e led by his divine ſpirit to the encounter of temp- 
tations, but to ſhew us that all the evil of tempta- 
tions lies in our cowardly fear or arrogant contempt 
er tm And why would he manifeſt his victory 
= 2 glorious ſolemn triumph, amidft an illuftrious 
band of miniftring angels, but to convince us that 
our perfidious tempter may be and is to be con- 
uuer'd and that the victory over him is rewarded 
Vith the nobleft, richeſt moſt defirable fruits of 
_ ory? But what! tempter, did 1 Jay ? Ah! many 
are the tempters, who urge us to combat: Many 
are the temptations which beſiege us from without, 
or watch to betray us within. 
lometimes pleaſed to tempt us: The Devil is al- 
ways buſy in tempting us: And we ourſelves are 
too often taking Satan's work out of his hands, by 
being our own tempters. And under this laſt cri- 
cumſtance it is, that we have the moſt to fear. For 
when God is our tempter, it is our own fault, if 
we are not fafe: He tempting us, or. rather ex- 
bl 
citing us, only to good, by ſuch trials as he is plea- 


ſed to ſend us to try our fidelity to him. Let ns 
Vo I. I. 


Gop himſelf is 


M 


On the FIRST SUNDAY in LENT. 


man then, when be is tempted to ſin, ſay that be ts 
tempted by Gop. For God, as St. James ob- 
ſerves, * is not a tempter of evils. No: in that 
ſenſe, He tempts no man fl. When he does ſend 
you trials, *tis for your good; O Chriſtians : Nor 
does he even ſend or permit them beyond your 
power to bear, or without giving you the means 
and graces neceſſary to reap advantage from them. 
No, no; ſays St. Paul t, Gov is faithful, who will 
not ſuffer Jo to be tempted above what you can, but 
will work alſo with temptation advantage, that you 
may be able to, ſuſtain. In fhort, therefore is it, 
that tbe Lord your Gov tempteth you, THAT IT 
MAY, APPEAR WHETHER YOU LOVE HIM, OR 
NOT, WITH ALL YOUR HEART.y$ Different, 
very different from this, is the conduct of Satan. 
He tempts us, to ſurpriſe us; tempts us, to betra 
us; tempts us, to deſtroy us. But! vainare all his 
temptations ;' unleſs we give him a helping hand 
by tempting ourſelves. © Obſerve, ſays St. Jobn 
* Chry/oſtom upon this goſpel, obſerve : When the 
* Devil took our Lord up to the pinacle of the 
** temple, the fiend puſh'd him not, touch'd him 
not; but only ſay'd to him: Caft tbyſeſf dawn.|| 
Whence we may learn, that every one who 0- 
e beys the Devi i precipitates himſelf rather than he 
© is precipitated. For the Devil may ſuggeſt, but 
cannot force.“ Ourſelves then are our own 
worſt and moſt dangerous tempters. 42 

If our tempters are many; our temptations are 
many alſo. Some are internal; external others: 
Of the internal ones, ſome ariſe from the illuſion 
of the ſenſe and imagination (wretched fruits of our 
original ſin :) which we may be ſubject to ſome- 
times, without any actual ſin on our fide; provided 
we are patient in enduring, and faithful in conquer- 
ing, them. For every-one is tempted by his awn 
concupiſcence abſtracted and allured. F Others pro- 


ceed from the corruption of the will itſelf; and 


therefore 3 preſuppoſe ſome anterior guilt 


for their cauſe, and are ſeldom without ſome degree 
of actual guilt in the very temptation. itſelf. For 


* Chap. i f 1 4 1. C x. 
Da tir, xiii. $ 8. .= iv. 


St. Jauer i, 
concupi- 
Ween 


— 
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concupi ſcence, when it bath conceived by conſent or 
dilectation, bringeth-forth fin, more or leſs. But 
neither ſort of theſe interna temptations could poſ- 
ſihly affect the ſacred perſon of Chriſt, who, in 
virtue of his hypoſtatic union, was perfect Gop 
and perfect Man; and therefore free from every 
moral or phyſical blemiſh within him. Of exter- 
nal temptations there are alſo various ſorts: Such 
are the different objects of our ſenſes, according to 
the falſe lights in which they are propoſed to us: 
Such are the ſuggeſtions of the Devil and the gay 
allurements of the world: Such too are the multi- 
tude of different tribulations, afflictions diſappoint- 
ments and fufferings, to which all human nature, 
fince the fall of the firſt man, are indiſcrimi- 
nately ſubject. Now all theſe of themſelves are 
capable only of affecting us outwardly ; and there- 
fore cannot be ſinful, unleſs we render them ſo 
by conſent or dileQation. Nay they are rich in the 
preateſt fruits of glory and beatitnde, if, after 
- =. exarnple of Chriſt we bear them with pa- 
2nce and fortitude. And therefore fays St. JamEs, 
leſſed is the man who ſuffereth temptation : For 
when be bath been proved, be ſhall receive the crown 
| Y life, which Gov bath promiſed to them who 
we bim. There is then this difference between 
internal temptations and external ones, that all 
the former are evils which nothing but a ſpecial 
race of Gop can render tolerable, and nothing can 
render deſirable : Whereas ſome of the latrer are, 
not a bare tolerable evil, but a deſirable good, to 
uch as perſiſt in a faithful improvement of thoſe 
. graces which Gop affords to all to ſurmount them. 
And therefore was it that the Saviour of the world, 
who neither would nor could ſubject his ſpotleſs 
unſpottable nature to the blemifh of internal temp. 
rations, nevertheleſs, to ſet you an example, both 
could and would defire and encounter external 
temptations, for the fake of conquering them. 
Therefore would the divine Iss be led by the 
ſpirit into. the deſert, to be tempted by the devil, 
that, putting him to flight, he might convince you 
by conquering him, that the fiend is an impotent 
tempter. Therefore would he court hunger with 
a faſt of forty days, to convince you, by ſeeking it 
himſelf, that bodily ſufferings are a deſirable good. 
Therefore would he with fortitude ſuſtain the ſug- 
geſtion of Satan, to relieve his hunger at the ex- 
pence of a miracle; that, by repelling it, he might 
teach you not to preſume, in time of diftreſs, to 
ſet Gop a time for your deliverance, but to wait 
his good pleaſure with magnanimous reſignation. 
Therefore would he permit that the fiend ſhould 
perſuade him to releaſe himſelf from the pain of hun- 
ger by cafting himſelf down from the pinacle ; that, 
by the contempt of it, he might ſet you a leſſon of 
patience, and ſhew you that the delays of Divine 
bia. 


—— 


— 


On the Firſt Sunday in LENI. 


ſuccour are rather matter of freſh confidence in the 


Divine goodneſs than of deſpair in his providence. 4 
Therefore did he ſuffer the infernal rebel to carry th 
his inſolence even to the offering him all the King. 
domi of the world and the glory of them for one 2c 


of adoration, that the indignation with which he © 


baniſhed the impious ſuggeſter from his preſence | 
might convince you, that the world and it" 
pleaſures are of the worſt kind of temptations, and 
therefore ever to be ſhun'd as much as poſſible, on 
account of their natural tendency to enervate devo- 
tion, to diſſipate the mind, and to draw off the 


heart of man from his due allegiance to his Sove- 


reign Lord, and only good. And therefore, in 
| — all theſe, fuffer the 
angels to adminiſter to him; that he might encou- 
evil, the 

t of the ＋ 
premium promiſed to your fidelity; and that he 
might convince you, that all the external temptati- 
ons, which can attack you, are deſirable, or at leaſt, 
wilt but refolve to make a faith- 
ful uſe of the graces which Gop is ready to 4. 
or certain it 
is, that even of external temptations, there are ſome, 
which, tho*, when they attack us, we may undet- 
go without either fin or imperfection, while the 
„yet may we not either wiſh for o 

are the gaieties and intrigues o 

the world: Familiarities with beauteous or other- 
wiſe engaging perſons of oppoſit ſex, the extremi- 


word, die he, after fu 


rage you to ſtruggle manfully againſt the 
— and your own fleſh, in figh 


tolerable ; if you 
ford you. At teaft tolerable, I 


are involunt 
court them: 


ties of either want or affluence, the mental ſugge(- 
tions and illuſions of Saten, or the flattering incer- 
tives of the flefh, All which, on account of the 


intimate alliance offenſive and defenſive ever ſub- 


fiſting between them and the imagination, ſenſe 
and ſenſual paſſions, are extremely dangerous and 


very difficult to endure without ſome degree of i- 4 
ternal detriment. And therefore is it that tho it bv 


a bleſſing to ſuffer ſuch temptations undefiledly ; 


and tho? Chriſt did ſo; yet as we are not confirm's 


in grace as he was, nor certain of our own fidelit! | 


in correſponding to his graces; we cannot be ſure 
that we ſhall come-off with victory: Nor have ve 
reaſon to hope we ſhall, if we wittingly run ino 
the danger; ſince, according to the Holy Ghoſ, 
He who loves danger ſhall periſh in it. We ma) 
then and muſt endure and reſiſt all temptations of 
this kind when they come upon us: But we 1 
not by any means procure or deſire them. Ib 
only external temptations which we may with a) 
fafety go in ſearch of are tribulations, diſappoit 
ments and temporal croſſes. Becauſe theſe we 4 
ſure we may obtain grace and ſeaſonable aid to con 
quer and improve to our advantage, if we appto 

but with confidence to the throne of Gop to im 
plore the aſſiſtance we want. For as St. Paul jul 


ly obſerves, We have not a high-prieſl who ow 


ve compaſſion on our infirmities ; but tempted in 


lence, 7 things, like as we are, evitbout fin. * And 
carry Wherefore in that, in which He-bimſelf ſuffer'd and 
king. vas tempted, be is able to belp them alſo who are 
ne act emptied + Tribulations then are, not only tolerable 
h he © Pils, but a defirable good; and the only kind of 
ſence | emptations which we may with any ſafety covet 
| it Ind court. Whereas, alas, ſuch is the ſtrange per- 
8, and Perſity of human nature that theſe, tho? the beſt 
e, on ms to ſtorm Heaven with, are, of all kinds of 
devo- emptation, the only- ones which we endeavour to 
F the Mun. To recall you therefore from ſo prejudicial 
Sove- Mn error, and lead you back to the imitation of your 
in 3 effering tempted Lord, in this holy time of pe- 
r the ance and patience; I ſhall endeavour to reconcile 
on ou to temporal ſuffering, by ſhewing you, that 
, the | : 
rious I. Temporal afflictions are matter of neceſſity to 
at he ſinners : of at 
ptati- II. Are matter of debt for the penitent : And 
n III. Are matter of enviable gain for the uff. 
ait - | 
o il. == © OGopof tender mercy! Have thou compaſſion 
in it on our native frailty. And each us by thy grace, 
ſome, as thou has't taught us by example, to be ena- 
nder- mour'd with the bleſſing of ſuffering for and 
they with thee. Strengthen us to endure with Chri- 
or ſtian fortitude every tribulation or affliction 
es of 2 which thou permitteſt, and permit what thou 
ther- ©" * pleaſeſt. Give us but conſtancy to bear and for- 
emi- bear, and exerciſe it as thou wilt, 2 our 
ogel- * patience, and encreaſe our pains: 'Try, tempt 
cen- * and prove and purify thy ſervants in this life 
the and here ſpare us not, ſo thou but ſpare us for 
ſub- Eternity.“ 
enſes 
ant I. Temporal ſufferings are of two ſorts. Thoſe 
f in- which come from our own deliberate choice are 
it be one fort : Such as voluntary mortifications and ſu- 
ily; * of penance. And theſe, if they 
* ſought with a pure and fervent heart for the 


. 198 love of Gop, are undoubtedly highly pleaſing in the 
eyes of his Divine Majeſty. However that ſhare 
Which our will has in the choice of them often ve- 


m r conſiderably diminiſhes the ſenſibility of the ſuf- 
of, ſering and leaves behind it, more or leſs, ſuch a zeſt 
ma) of ſelf-love as leſſens in ſome degree the merit of 


our patience. 'The other ſort of ſufferings ace 

* which come from the hand of Gop hinafaf —— 
ther by his own poſitive diſpenſation, immediately, 
as when he tried his ſervant Abrabam. by demanding 
the lite of his only ſon 1/aac, or mediately, by ſe- 
cond cauſes, as when he afflicted his ſervant David 
with a ſevere diſeaſe ; or whether by his permiſſive 
providence, through the induſtry or artifice of Ca- 
fon, as when he permitted the fiend to torment his 
fervant Feb; through the malice or inveteracy of 
* Heb. iv. + Bid.ii. 
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enemies, as when Darid was perſecuted by Saul, 
Elijah by Jexabel; through the miſtake or jealou- 
ſy of friends or relations, as when the patriarch Jo- 
455 was ſet at bay by his brethren; or finally, in 
natural conſequence of our own folly or vice, as 
when E/au loſt his birth-right to his brother Jacob, 
or when Sampſon conqueror of the whole nation of 
Pbiliſtins was conquer'd by a ſordid paſſion for Da- 
lila. Now all theſe ſorts of tribulation, whatever 
2 they come from or to whatever wiſe end 

op diſpoſes them, whether to guard our innocence 
or to puniſh our paſt guilt, or to purify our virtue; 
They are of ſovereign ſervice, if we do but bear 
them as we may, and ſtruggle with them as we 
ought. But ſtill thoſe ſufferings which come to 
us from the hand of God are, abundantly more ex- 
uberant in grace and merit, if we make a right uſe 
of them than all the mortification and penance we 
can practice of ourſelves. The reaſon is that, in 
voluntary ſufferings, we have at leaſt the ſatisfacti- 
on of doing our own will in ſome meaſure ; where- 
as, in thoſe which the Almighty either ſends or per- 
mits, our will has no ſhare but that which a Chriſ- 
tian conformity with the Divine Will gives to it. 
This is ſo true, that, abſtracting from all conſide- 
rations of that heroic conformity, the greateſt ſaints 
in this life, rather than undergo one ſtripe of Gop's 
avenging or purifying hand, would gladly com- 

und to endure all the ſufferings themſelves could 
inflict upon themſelves. So that voluntary morti- 
fications and penance cannot be conſider'd as 
of the number of real temptations ; but are rather 
ſo many means to familiarize us and make us in 
love with the temptations of External tribulations 
which Gov is pleaſed to inflict upon us, or at leaſt 
to permit us.to be tried with from other quarters. . 
In fact, it was not, till after the prophet had enur- 
ed his fleſh to a certain familiarity with ſuffering, _ 
by voluntary .mortification and penitential exerciſes, 
as himſelf explains it, In the day of my tribulation 
I ſought Gov with my hands in the night before 


bin, and I was nat deceived; My foul refuſed to he | 
. comforted, I was mindful of Gop and was delight- 


ed and was exerciſed and I ſwept my ſpirit : * It 
was not 1 ſay, till after he had made uſe of theſe 
means, that he was enabled by grace to court and 
covet and pray for the tribulations and temptations 
with which God ſhould pleaſe to viſit him. Then 
then it was, that, fired with a holy zeal of ſuffer- 
ing for Gov and of being purified and fitted for 
Him in the furnace of tribulations, he cried out : 
Try me, O Gop, and tempt my beart, with afflic- 
tions, examin me S8 and know my paths, 
+ Ah beloved Chriſtians of mine | Such, ſuch 
too ought to. be your eagerneſs after tribulations : 
And ſuch it would be, had you but, by a life of vo- 
juntary mortification and penance, learn'd to ſet a 


* Pſalm. lIxxvi + Palm cxxxvii. % 
R 2 trus 
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true value upon the bleſſing of enduring afflictions thorized zeal cites their; vices to jodgment and laſh- RR 
with a truly Chriſtian fortitude. To all of you, I es their diſorders in public? Ah! Enough is it, that = 
ſpeak, Beloved: As well to You, O innocents, as a preacher with a juſt energy inveigh againſt their 
to penitents and finners. crimes, for ſinners to keep at the remoteſt diſtance X 
But if any Chriſtians, more than others, ought to from him. Shall he lodge his ſacred maxims in 
view with a thanks-giving eye and a heart full of ſome nook of piety, where, unſuſpected, they 
gratitude, thoſe afflictions with which Gop's mer- may ſecretly inſinuate themſelves into the hearts 
ciful providence embitters every cup in this mor- of the ſinners who read? Alas, alas! Unaccuſ- 
tal life; it cannot be denied but that ſinners have tom'd are their hands to open, or their eyes to 
the greateft reaſon of all to be eternally grateful to peruſe, any other books, than thoſe which, as if 
their gracious Go for the tribulations they meet ſtamp'd with poiſon, convey to the ſoul in every 
with. Fondly, ah fondly, ought they to kiſs the — a wound. Ah! what then ſhall IE SUS, wiſh- 
gentle rod which chaſtiſes them: To melt their ful to ſave them, be able to do? He is willing by 
ſouls to grateful tenderneſs, enough it ſhould be to all means to have them his own : They are reſolved 
find, that, ſpite of the innumerable exceſſes by by all means to. have any-one for their owner but 
which they have forfeited the noble character of Jxsus. What then ſhall Gop do with ſuch obſti- 
children of the moſt High, Gop has not loſt the nate creatures, who will not conſent to be ſaved and 
tender induſtry of a compaſſionate parent: And whom he will not ſave without their conſent, tho 
with reaſon might they adopt the words which Sr. he created them to be ſaved? What ſhall he do! 
Peter Chryſologus puts into the mouth of the prodi- He will do by them as by Jonab. 
gal ſon: © We indeed have forfeited the charac- The prophet Fonah is commanded by Gop to 
* ter of children: But he has not renounced the go and preach penance to Niniveb. But diſheart- 
* bowels of a tender parent.” It is not to repro- en'd at the danger he conceives in the boldneſs of 
bates I mean to _ but to thoſe ſinners, the enterpriſe, and conquer'd by his falſe'fears, he 
who, without any deſign of renouncing their pre- ventures, with a worſe-concerted boldneſs, to di- 
tenſions to glory, run a ſort of ſideling race after regard the Divine Commiſſion; and, to ſteer z | 
the mean joys of this life; and, conſecrating the quite oppoſit courſe, takes ſhipping for Thar/is. O 
flower of their affections to the earth, ſtill retain a my God! Full ſenſible am I, that thou knoweſt 
hankering after Heaven. The eternal Feruſalem is how to compel thy vaſſals to obey thee, when thou 
the termination of career which they propoſe to wil't be obey'd. But it thy creatures are deaf to 
themſelves: But alas ſo oblique is the road along thy heavenly voice, how ſhall they reach to under- 
which they rather reel than travel, that, without ftand thy will? How! Even as Jonah did. A ſedi 
perceiving, they turn their backs upon the bliſsful tion ite in the elements, the winds, the foaming 
city and ſteer headlong to Babylon. This, this it is ſurges, the fire-breathing clouds, with every hor- | 
which rouzes the Divine mercy to exert itſelf in e- ror of revolting nature, gather round the veſſel, 
very gracious ſtratagem of love, to ſtop the ſtraying which the daring rebel ſails in; and with rude con- 
mortals in their down-hill courſe. Too much does teſt diſpute the office of forcing through every ſenſe 
it affect the tender heart of their Divine Redeem- a paſſage to his ſoul by which the Almighty Sove- © 
er, to behold the flock of his own purchaſe thus reign's will may enter. But to+ what uſe all this? 
madly bent on precipitating themſelves into the jaws With that ſucceſs ? So far is it from recalling the R- 
of eternal ruin. Therefore does he with the loud- frefory to a ſenſe of his duty; that all the burſt 
eſt menaces, dictated by an exceſs of tenderneſs, ing waves, which rolling-over, almoſt over-ſet tht 
endeavour to ſtrew with horrors that way which bulging bark, but ſerve, like the nightly murmus 
their deluded imagination preſents to them ſpread of ſome neighbouring rivulet, to ſooth him to: 
| with lilies and violets; that he may ſhew them'the calm repoſe. The ocean rages more and more; the 
4 danger of their daring purſuits and perſuade them to winds blow fierce with growing fury; the enctes. 
return on their ſteps. But ah! what voice ſhall he , ſing billows batter the wooden fortreſs with fil 
ſpeak to them in, which will work the deſired ef- augmenting force, and the pale trembling ſailors ſeek 
fect? To force them is deſtroying the nature their laſt recourſe in prayer; While Jenab, all the 
he gave them of free - agents: And to win them to while, with undiſturb's ſerenity, amidſt the lou 
| ; — conſent, what falutary counſels ſhall find way to reports of heavenly wrath, not only reſts but ſleeps 


Pa 


* 


| their hearts who lock-up every avenue to Ah! ſhall he then, buried thus in ſlothful ſleep, be by 
| them? Shall he gr acioully court them with ſwallow'd by deſtruction ere he ſee it coming? 8 hs 
| + the ſecret language of internal inſpirations? 'To Fonab, thus without redreſs (loſt to life to He- p. 
| what purpoſe ? ſinners have acquired too confirm'd wven----to Gop----to himſelf----) periſh amidſt the Ye 
2 Habit. of treating inſpirations with ignominious conſuming flood, to periſh eternally in unconſuming 
fepulſes. Shall he thunder out his menaces by the fire. No, no: My Gop: Had this been thy de ' 


-- goquent mouth of ſome Apoſtle of his, whoſe au- ſign; Thou had'ſt no need to call a tempeſt Lhe 
\ 11 ; ; | 


A 


— 


laſn- a 
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iſtance. The ſoothing ſerenity, of a treacherous 
„that Im had lull'd him as well and lock'd all his ſenſes 
their as profound a ſleep, till, through ſome hidden 
ance k the inſinuating waters had wreak' d thy venge- 
s in Ince on the fleeing rebel. The ſtorms which ariſe 
they tom the diſcording elements are often big with 
earls | anger: While thoſe which are excited by the ſaving 
ccul- und of Gop, are but the rougher pilots which 
8 to ide us to harbour in ſafety. Happy, happy for 
as if F. nab was it that he ſail'd not in a calm: A calm 


very Might have loſt him. Not to be loſt he mult be ter- 
viſh- hed. Nay not to be terrified, without fruit; he 
x by uſt be ſwallow'd-up, with ſparing vengeance, and 
ved aſs from the boſom of the ocean to the entrails of 
but nale. There it is, that, buried to the world 
bſti- nd it's flattering falſe hopes, he learns for the firſt 
| and "Rinne to live to Gop, to find himſelf: There, in a 
tho' Word, that he firſt returns to Gop with the ſighs of 

do! Bs cordial repentance : When my ſoul was in-diftireſs 

—_/bin me, then it was that I remember'd our Lord, 

D to Ways he-himſelf. * Truly then may we ſay with St. 


eart- &regory, that tribulations are bleſſings ſent us from 


6 of Heaven to conduct us thither. “ Nothing of all 
„ he W theſe, ſays the holy Father, © is ſent us with. de- 
di ſtructive intent, but with the ineffably merciful 
er 4 deſign that we may improve them to our 
1. 0 advantage.“ 
weſt Ah Beloved, ſinful Chriſtians ! is not the conduct 
thou f Gov to Fonah the very ſame to you when he 
af to Piſits you with tribulations ? Whither does the Al- 
der- Nighty direct your ſteps ? Say: Is it not to a bleſſed 
ſed - èternity? To an endleſs Paradiſe? And whither do 
ming ou miſerably blind mortals, ſteer your courſe ? Ah 
ho- eit not through a dangerous laborious gulph of luſts 
offel, nd uſuries and frauds and debaucheries and impie- 
ng ies, that you are failing unconcern'd to the infer- 
ſenſe Val abyſs? Ah! ſhall Gop then, forgetful of his 
ove- nl tender mercies, amuſe your frenzy with favourable 
this! ales which may condułt you, drunk as you are with 
> Rr- RT ces vanities and diſſipation, to the perdition you 
af are ſteering to? Or if, to turn your courſe from ſure 
the deſtruction to the eternal harbour of felicity, he 
nus wakes you to your _—_ with ſtorms of tribulation, 
o: and drives you back ſrom ruin with ſome heavy 
the 1 tempeſt of temporal pains, afflictions, infamy, or 
8 | diſappointments; can you deny it to be a gracious 
qil effect of bountiful ſeverity, a rigour of ſaving mer- 
ek ? Yes, yes; Own we muſt with St. Auguſtin, 
| the tl t, when Gop exerts; his ſcourge. in this life, 
loud K his puniſhments are not as yet Damnation: but, 
eee on the reverſe, a caution againſt it.“ What, 
p, be what is this fit of ſickneſs, that diſgrace, that other 
bal diſappointment, but a merciful tempeſt raiſed by the 
Hes anger of your compaſſionate Gop ? a ſevere tem- 
| the peſt is this ſtatute of bankruptcy which has reduced 


you to indigence, O fraudulent trader. 


That 
* Jonah. ii. . 
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ſtroke of undermining treachery which has baniſh'd 
you from the graces of your Sovereign, O ambiti-- 
ous courtier, is a rigorous ſtorm. An inſupporta-- 
able ſtorm to you, O miſer, is the loſs of that ſum 
lent out upon uſury, the beggary this fire has redu- 
ced you to; the infamous want to which this mulct 
has ſentenced you: Dreadful is the tempeſt of this 
blaſting diſtemper, to your beauty, O ſelf-idolizers ! 
Of this dropſy, to you, O gluttons ! Of this ſtone, 
this gout, this palſy, to you, O lechers! And O the 
dreadful hurricane with which the loſs of this dar- 
ling infant, the death of that friend, the advance- 
ment of this other rival, ſhakes every power of your 
ſouls, disjoints life, and jumbles in one rude wild: 
confuſion your ſenſes paſſions, will. and intelleQs ! 
Every cataſtrophe, in ſhort, nay every accident in 
life which runs counter to your inclinations, is a 
rude tempeſt to your ſenſes, which you know not 
how, to ſupport. But ahl why? If all of them are 
but ſo many merciful means to reſtore you to ſalva- 
tion; ought you not to embrace them with joy and 
gratefully to thank the all- gracious author of them? 
But © What, y, cry! We rejoice, when 
* when God puniſhes us? We return him thanks 
* for for tormenting us? Could not God then 
have won us over to his will by milder meaſures 
* Why could he not, as heretofore he did our fa- 
* thers, * carry us (lite a nurſe of Ephraim) in 
bis arms; and cure us ſo gently, as that we 
might not know he cured us? In a word, in- 
ſtead of urging us with fire and ſteel, might he 
not have allured us with careſſes, according to 
* his promiſe, + [will draw them with the bands 
* of love; and I will be to them as lifting up the 
* yoke © Had he lifted up the yoke from touching 
* our ſhoulders ; then, then indeed we muſt have 
been wretchedly ungrateful not to thank him, 
„gut ſhall we thank him for loading us with one 
* we cannot hear?” Hold, unthinking mortals,. 
hold ! What did not your gracious Lord do'to prove 
to you that bis yoke is ſweet and bis burden light 7 
Nay what did he omit, to render that yoke (light 
and ſweet as it was from the beginning) impercepti- 
ble to you? To my laſt diſcourſe L appeal, for the 
much which he did to win you to himſelf by endear-- 
ments. But if every gentle means loſes all it's vir- 
tue, thro? the abuſes of it in a patient; if indulgent 
remedies ſerve only to forward a gangrene; is it not 
mercy in the phyſician to ſtop the growing miſchief 
with fire and ſteel? ' What tho' the incifion, which 
immediate danger makes neceſſary, draw from the 
excruciated ſufferer, while: actually under cure, 
ſome groans, ſome tears, ſome'ſhrieks of anguiſh ; 
will not he have reaſon when the cure is compleated, 
to bleſs the hands which tormented him? Nay then, . 
O ſinners: If your perverſity render'd ineffeQtua}: 
Hs da xi. + . = 
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all the merciful tender methods by which Gop en- 
deavour'd to reſtore you to a ſtate of perfect ſpiritu- 
al health; was it not infinit mercy in Gop to ob- 


viate an eternal murtification, by rougher reme- 
dies? “ God, ſay you, could draw you to him- 
* ſelf by milder methcds?” Ah! of all the 
mild methods he has made uſe of; Of all his 
gifts, his natural and ſupernatural benefits heap'd 
upon you; his miracles, his doctrins, his death and 
paſſion, his ſacraments, his graces, his inſpirations, 
his holy word depoſited in the ſacred ſcriptures, or 
extracted into apoſtolic ſermons, devout lectures, 
and pious converſations: In a word of all his untold 
indulgences, What-one can you point-out to me, 
which has yet met with the defired effect, it was 
capable of producing? What has not been ſaid, 
what has not been done by him of indulgent ? What 
is not daily ſaid and done by his miniſters, to wean 
mankind by gentle means from luxury, vanities, in- 
temperance, injuſtices and luſts and all the in- 
numerable diſorders with which the whole world is 
over-run and ſullied? Nevertheleſs, are thofe diſor- 
ders at an end? Are they ſo much as diminiſh'd? 
But let us fpeak plain: Do they not daily encreaſe? 
Surely then if Gon has not paſs' d an irrevocable 


decree of damnation againſt you, O ſinners; Sure- 


ly if he has yet one ray of mercy left for you, your 
good requires him to exert more vigorous me- 
thods to draw you with vehemence from the ruin 
you are ſo obſtinately wedded-to. Vain were all 
counſels, maxims, vain all examples to perſuade 
this youth to a little more piety, a little leſs liberti- 
nage, inſolence, and lawleſs freedom, while vigour 
boil'd fervent through his veins: A ſlow, conſuming 
hectic has damp'd his daring ſpirits: and now how 
ſober,” regular and pious is he grown | To little pur- 
Poſe was it, to preach to that young lady, to mode- 
rate her vanity, 'to-renounce the pride of dreſs, to 
ly aſide the gay enſnaring airs which fill'd her 
hours, and tended only to the raififig in her unwa- 
ry 'admirers the baſe ungenerous project of her 


ruin: till that corroſive malady, which often 


proves-an enemy implacable to beauty, disfiguring 
er face, reſtored her ſoul to all it's former excel- 
lence: And how bow modeſt, how compoſed and 


how devout is ſhe become | O precious tribulation! 


How neceſſary ar't not thou to bring ſinners to a 


ſenſe of t Ives? And yet, O ſinners, is it 
perverſity which reduces God to this hard dilem- 
ma of either giving you up to perdition or of recal- 


ling you from it by tribulations. Juſtly therefore 


might Tertullian ſay, O thrice happy the ſervant, 
** whoſe maſter urges him to amendment, ard 


© loves him too well to deceive him by the diſſi- 
** mulation of his faults l But. 


II. All this is true, ſays ſome penitent ſinner, I 


make no doubt, but that the ſtripes with which 


amending ſtripes of Gop, a penitent can complan: 4 


* the Almighty forces ſinners back to him are ſo ee 
many benevolent effects of ſaving rigour. I be- 
© lieve, with St. Auguſtin, that they are the ſcour- ® 


= 
0 . a - 
get of our merciful Gop correfing for a time, © 


1 
( 
* that be may not be obliged to damn for Eternity, © 4 
** Nevertheleſs the part of juſtice, methinks, ſhould © © 
require him to uſe me with leſs rigour, who am t 
** return'd to my duty. That he ſhould chaſtiſe me, 0 
*« while revolting from him; I could have no room 
to complain: But muſt own with St. Bernard that ˖ 
* bis ſcourges were ſtripes of mercy; and that 
i he chaſfti/ed me becauſe be Joved me. But, when, | 
** grown ſenſible of my guilt, I return all penitent 
to his arms, why ſhould he not, like the good 
Father of the prodigal Son, mect me with careſſes, 
and repay with effects of amorous tenderneſs my 
** tears of compunQtion ? So then, Chriſtians, you 
* did ſin? “ Yes: But I repented of it.” You _ 
repented; it is true: And it is well you did repent, 
But ſtill it is true that you ſinn'd : And with what 
face then can you, who have ſinn'd, murmur at 
ſuffering for having finn'd? See you not, that, 
While you are endeavouring to prove that tribulati- 
ons are not a matter of neceſſity for you, you prove 
them at laſt to be matter of debt? The very e- 
ample of the prodigal ſon may ſuffice to convince 
you. Oppreſt by the weight of woes his mil- 
conduct had loaded him with, he reſolves to return © 
back and ſeek a more comfortable ſituation in hi 
native abode. Here r e begins: And how 
does it proceed? Why----loaded with felf-deteſts- of 
tion, horror of his faults and every ſting of remorſe, * 
he undertakes the long and laborious journey in pe- 
nurious circumſtance, and courts all the hardſhip! 
of travelling, hunger, fatigue, and cold and pan, 
to merit the bleſſing, he wiſh'd to obtain of a ten- 
der parent's careſſes. He met it in fact at ll 
But the exſtatic joy of the paternal embrace: | 
which received him, were after all the final prem- 
um of the painful penance he underwent to ob- 
tain them. The Good- father then did receive hu 
penitent ſon with joy to his arms, and, mindful u 
more of his revolt, rewarded his return? Yes. And 
thus, O penitent Chriſtians, thus, you may depen 
upon it, your divine indulgent parent will receiſe 
you alſo into his eternal manſions: But not til, 
like the prodigal ſon, you have (endured and ful 
mounted all the tribulations and miſeries whi® 
your pilgrimage in this life is ſtrow'd with, and 
which-are the debt you contracted by :remon!" 
yourſelves to ſuch a diſtance from his parent arm. 
Nor can I, in reality, conceive how, under the 


when he conſiders that that infinitly injured Gol 
could juſtly have puniſh'd himſeternally and merci, 
ly would not. Should a malefactor whoſe ſentence © 

eath is changed, by the clemency of his ret 


Ito the milder puniſhment of baniſhment or a pri- 
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a brother, but a prince. Prince did I ſay ? I had 


has n, murmur and accule his princeof —_— could almoſt ſaid a tyrant. All, kneeling in the moving 
— Sou hear him with any patience ? 2 retch l poſture of diſtreſs at the foot of his throne, with 
Fime, © (would you not anſwer) a gibbet was thy due: indignant eyes he firſt ſurveys them; then queſti- 
nity And by the clemency of thy prince thou ar't ſtill ons them with brow-beating frowns ; and then, 
Wk in the world, Thy offences call'd aloud for more ſpite of the moſt candid humble inoffenſive replies, 
am # than one public execution: The death of thy bo- commits them to the horrors of a dungeon, and has 
me, dy and the death of thy reputation would ſcarce themloaded with fetters. Judge you now, beloved au- 
oom ſuffice to expiate thy guilt: By one act of grace dience, what muſt be the ſtupefaction of our miſera- 
that thy ſovereign, has reprieved thee from both: And ble travellers, at ſo ſtrange, ſo ſevere ſo unexpected 
that &# hay't thou ſtill the inſolence to murmur, ſtill the a reception! What a ſudden tumult of every fluc- 
hen, ingratitude to rage againſt the tender hand which tuating paſſion muſt not riſe in the breaſts of all! 
itent has ſpared thee? Ah Chriſtian Penitents! Why not What execrations of the miniſter's cruelty | What 
good Seaſon thus on what paſſes between Gop and you? proteſtations of innocence! What bitter complaints 
(les, Mis infinit goodneſs changes into this ſickneſs, that of the hardneſs of their fate, of the barbarity of 
; may , this perſecution, that poverty, that diſappoint- their treatment, of the perverſity of their ſtars, 
you dent, that other pain, the eternal priſon of the _— the rigour of Gop in permitting them to 
Von amn'd. You have multiplied fins upon ſins, ſuffer thus undeſervedly! Apropos} A melancholy 
Vent. Peap'd iniquity upon inquity : All cry aloud againſt reflection, riſes to their aid, and keeps them from 
hat ou: Vengeance | Hell? Damnation! Eternal burſting with convulſive anguiſh ;- reminding them 
m_ Wilery ! GoD nevertheleſs mercifully contents him- (as it often happens in like manner to others in time 
hat, Reif with ſo flight a revenge as a little temporal tri- of affſiction) of the cruelty of their conduct, but 
lati- Pulation: And can you be ſo ateful, ſo ſenſeleſs thirteen years before towards their brother Joſepb. 
on ungrateful, as to ſhrink at it? Ah! for ſhame; Hence conſciouſly looking every-one on the others 
_ Preak once for all with: that ſelf-love which ſo in- with an eye of ſelf-condemning reproach, they wring 
ince WMoxicates you; and ſeriouſly look back, O penitent their hands and cry-out, Ah wretched We: De- 
mil. aners, on the fins of your paſt ill- conducted life, © ſervedly do we ſuffer theſe things, becauſe we 
—_ Wand the ſtripes of your amending Gop will appear “ have ſinn d againſt our brother, ſeeing the diſtreſs 
his mo you, not ſcourges but carefles: You will c of his foul, while he beſought and we heard not: 
un Put in conſoling raptures of gratitude with St. Gre- * Therefore, THERERTORE IS THIS TRIBULA- 
esta. g © Theſe, theſe are not ſtripes but careſſes, TION COME UPON Us. * Innocent are we all 
or dy which with a little bodily pain, we may puri- of thecrimes laid to our charge by the Egyptian 
pe⸗ 15 ty our ſpirit from the ſtains it contracted from the ** miniſter ; But too, too guiſty are we of having 
hip = ſenſuality of the fleſh.” And it is even ſo, © inhumanly fold our brother Foſeph. Foſepby 


All, early beloved auditors. The ſoul which, diffolved © thrown.into. the fatal ciſtern. with a murderous: 
a 28 ſincere contrition, keeps it's afflicted imaginati- intent, Joſeph ſold to the Iſmaelites ſtill cries out 
on fix'd on the black ingratitude of former offences * vengeance againſt us too loudly not to ſtop the 
Vith which it infulted Gop, is incapable of groan. ears of mercy: And juſtly do we ſue in vain for 
ng under his chaſtening ftripes. All it's Gghs, all * pity to a ſtranger, who had no ſenſe of pity for 
it's tears, all it's anguiſh and grief are ſpent; not on our own; blood crying to us in the inoffenſive 
5 the evils which oppreſs it, but on the ſins by which voice of a brother.” Thus did compunction 
eſerved them. The ſad remembrance of the in- {peak through the lips of theſe penitent brethren, 
. finit eternal love which it ſo long treated with con- penitent of the crime committed againſt their bro- 
18 tempt, of the great and good Gob whom it inſulted, ther Foſeph.. Thus too through our lips ſhould 
of the innumerable-mercies. it abuſed, ſhew the ſoul contrition ſpeak our ſenſe of the injuries we have of- 
to itſelf in ſo black a deformity, that it regards the fer'd to-Gop. Ah De ſervedly do we ſuffer theſe 
tender reſentments of the injured deity as ſo many — things (We all may ſay) becauſe we have finn'd a- 
We raviſhing ſweets, and with unconquer'd reſignati- gainſt our Gov. What is an injury done to a bro- 
: on, nay with heroic avidity, is difpoſed, to ſwallow- ther, but a mere infantil fault, compared with the 
the moſt bitter cups of earthly tribulations and diſ- heinouſnaſs of inſulting Gon? And ſhall not thisre - 
appointments. ; flection then ſuffice to ſweeten every pain which. may 
: The children of Jacob are ſent by their aged f appeaſe that Gop? Ah Believe me for once, a 
ther into Egypt to purchaſe at any coſt a little ſuc- S.. Gregory: ** Comfort is uf an eaſy acquiſition, if 
= againſt the famine which they groan d under. amidit our ſwourges, our temptations of tribulati- 
rrived at their Journey's end, who ſhould they * on, we rec all but to our mind the: crimes by” 
apply to but to their brother Jaſepb, tho' unknown © which we have merited them.“ 
to them? However in Jeſcpl, they find, no more. 6 hi. 
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not doubt: But then that you have ſinn'd, I can- 


not doubt. Juſt is it then that you ſhould now ſuf- 


fer, as it was unjuſt that you ſhould ever ſin. Does 
your patrimony waſte by ſwift degrees? Does eve- 
Ty affair you undertake meet with diſappointment ? 
Has death ſnatch'd-away the fondled heir to all your 
ſubſtance, that ſprightly promiſing youth, the prop 


of all your eartbly hopes? Has malice. thrown you, 


out of favour with that powerſul great man ? Does 


the gout, the ſtone, the palſy with fetters of an. 


guiſh make you priſoners in your -owh! homes 2. 
Does perſecuting envy make you exiles. in your na- 
tive land? And is every path you enter, every courſe 
you ſteer, ſtrow'd with melancholy objects of miſe- 
ry? Ah! remember, you have ſinn'd and mult a- 
tone for it. Remember, that, rude and rugged as: 
paths appear to you, it is through theſe you muſt paſs 
to glory, by diſcounting the falſe pleaſure, of thoſe 
many ſenſual ſteps you have formerly taken wide of 
Gop, and which your paſſions repreſented to your 
cheated imagination, as ſtrow'd with - agreeable 


flowers. Remember, that, as St. Paul ſays, * if you 


he without diſciplin, whereaf all are made parta- 
kers, then you are ſpurious, and not legitimate chil- 
dren. O the dreadful premiſe . O the more dread- 
ful conſequence! So then you muſt either ſubmit 
to the ſtripes which are the common portion in 
this life of all the legitimate children of God, or be 
for ever excluded from a part in their inheritance 
an Heaven. I: 14.4 | Ty 
III. Be all this fubſcribed to tot infallible truth. 
4 Still ſome ſuffering Saint might be tempted to ſay, 
Still might Almighty Mercy relax a little from the 
* rjgour of his treatment with regard to me, who, 
© thanks to his all-conquering mercy, cannot ac- 
cuſe myſelf of ever having forteited the grace he 
ce vouchſafed to beſtaw on me.“ O fortunate ſoul, 
thus qualified to ſpeak in ſuch an enviable ſtile ! 
Ah where is thy abode ? Where do'ſt thou conceal 
thyſelf ? Whcre'ar't thou to be found? Ah! make 
thy appearance: Shew thyſelf to my wiſhful eyes, 
that I may gaze on thee with pious envy and in an 
- exftacy of gladneſs ſhew thee to Heaven, to the 
world, and chiefly to the Chriſttans who now hear 
me. O Blefſed!. Ten- thouſand times thrice bleſ- 
ſed foul! O ſoul beyond all earthly utterance bleſſed, 
thus to contain in an unſpotted innocence. all the 
tweet fruits of Jzsu's death and paſſion! But 
O happy privileged ſoul (if ſuch a one exiſt among 
mere mortals!) Why ſhould it ſeem hard to thee, 
o like thy Gop in ſanctity of manners, to be even 
Uke him in a life of ſufferance ? © Alas he ſcourges 
* me (/ay you ?) with too ſevere a hand; and 
© without any reſpite or abatement diſcharges all 
„the weight of his relentleſs ſcourges upon me.“ 


# Heb, xii. . 
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O Chriſtian Penitents! That you ſuffer, L do 


Bebold how he loved him !* And ſhall fo much pit” 


Ah faint and feeble innocence! What weight, what | 
ſmart can be annex'd to the affectionate correction 
of exceſſive love? What can'ſt thou have to fear 
from that fond arm which drew thee out of nothing, 
wrought a world for thee, ſnatch'd thee from ga. 
ping ſin, ſhut-up from thee every avenue of hell, and 
keeps open for thee the gate of his own bliſsful 0 
kingdom? What can'ſt thou apprehend from hands © 
wounded for thee, diſtilling blood for thee, nail'd 
to a ſhametul painful croſs for thee, and till open 
to ſuccour and receive thee? Can thoſe hands load 
thee with temptations too heavy to bear, which ſuf. 
fer not any to be tempted beyond their ſtrength? 
But he conducts me through paths quite over- 
** grown with briars and thorns.” Is there ne- 
** vertheleſs one of thoſe thorns which is not tin- 
ged, is not ſoak d, with his blood? If he preſents 
you with the bitter cup of earthly afflictions and 
plies you with gall and vinegar; Ah !' why do you 
forget, that he is your Saviour who preſents that 
tion to you; that Saviour, who firſt drank deep- 7 
of it himſelf before he gave you a faint taſte of it, 
who drank of it out of pure love for you, who | 
drank of it to teach you the love of earthly ſuffer- Þ 
ings, that he migh t lead you enamour'd with ſub⸗ 
ſtantial joys to that kingdom where alone they are 
incenter'd? Ah l think wiſely once for all, and you 
will think with the venerable Caſſan; © Trifling 
* are the worſt of woes we have to endure in this 
life, if we do but reflect on the bitter bitter 
** draught of ſorrows, which he drank on a croſs, 
Who now inyites us to a crown.” 5 
If the tribulations, O Chriſtian innocents, which 
ſeem to you ſo irkſome, came upon you frome- 
nemies, from hands unknown or ſuſpect; thete 
might be ſome excuſe for your reluctance to ben 
them. Whereas, whatever ſecondary inſtrument! x 
he may think fit to make uſe of, the ſovereigt 
ſource ef theſe bleſſings is Gop himſelf, your Fe- 
ther, the beſt of fathers, the tendereſt the moſt at- 
fectionate of parents: A father, who gave you al 
you enjoy on earth, and prepares for you all you 
can hope for in heaven. Is all then which he ha 
done and is ready to do too little to convince you, 
that if he cauſes you a little ſmart, it is all for lobe 
of you, all for your good? Have not you like rea. 
ſon with the enlighten d St. Auguſtin to ſay; 0 
** the goodneſs of our divine father! Let him 
« ſtorm as he pleaſe, ſtill is he our father: Let 
* him ſcourge us, let him afflict us, let him cru 
* us, ſtill does he prove a father:“ The few te 
with which he condeſcended to bathe the ſepulchte 
of Lazarus were ſo ſufficient a proof of the love he 
had for him, that the very populace could cry out 


cious blood, as he has ſhed for you, not finiſh to 
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convince 
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; convince you how greatly he loves you? Nay ſhall 
Mot the very tribulations, with which he tries you, 
Knore than ſuffice to remove from you every doubt 


'of the exceſs of his love for you ? oy when 


his Apoſtle aſſures you that they are the ſtandard 


What children does he ſcourge, ſays the afto- 
niſh'd St. Auguſtin * What children? Thoſe 
children who are deareſt to him: Thoſe chil- 
dren whom he loves with moſt tender affection: 
Thoſe children for whom he moſt anxiouſly pre- 
pares eternal advantages. Every child whom be 
receivetb.“ In a word the ELER Hr.“ Ah! what 
children, ſays be again? -Why- Among the 
reſt that beloved Son, in whom be was well plea- 
ſed, the neceſſary object of his eternal love, his 
only-begotten ſon, his impeccable, innocent ſon, 


his ſon Jeſus. ... Yes, Chriſtians ; his only 


* fon, the only one without ſin, but not his only 


* one in exemption from pain.” 


If then, Chri- 


ſtians, you have a certainty, that Gop loves 


* 
* 
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you ; that it is he who ſends you the pains you feel ; 
that he ſends them for your advantage; and that, 
in ſending them, he does you no leſs an honour 
than putting you upon a level with his only-begot- 
ten; can you deny that every groan you fetch, 


every the leaſt complaint, is a ſhameful want of ac- 
W knowledgment to Gop ? 


But! What am I ſaying? After all, who can be 


it ſo pitileſs as even barely to think of requiring ſuf- 


ferers to ſtifle their groans? The anguiſh, which, 
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holly pent-up in a human breaſt, has no vent 


through the ſenſes, is too inſupportable for life t 
ſubſiſt long under it: And to — — 


a o ſeparate from afflic- 
tions the ſolace of lamentation is robbing the af- 


flicted of every relief. Well then: Be it &en al- 
low'd to the wretched to bemoan their condition. 
But ah deareſt Chriſtian ſufferers ! Never permit 
your afflictions ſo to bereave you of diſcretion as to 


W proſtitute your complaints where they are neither 
& ſure to move compaſſion, 


nor likely to proc - 
dreſs. And ſee you not that it —_— < — 


your ſighs and ſpending your ſpirits in vain, to 


breath-out your grievances any-where elſe but at 


DPF 


tae feet of your crucified lord, who alone is ready 
and able to relieve you? But what advice am 1 
giving? Strange inadvertence ! O my ſuffering love 
O my dear wounded bleeding agonizing Saviour ! Is 
it poſſible, that, in thy preſence, in ſight of thy 
pangs, we can even feel the weight of our inferior 
woes ? In ſight of ſuch and ſo many wounds and 
ſores and rents and bruiſes and injuries and inſults 
can we be ſo delicate as to repine at the trivial evils 


which befall us? Is there in this or gratitude, or - 


juſtice ? Or love for thee, or for ourſelves ? 
O Chriſtian innocents then ! To the preſence of 
* Heb, xii. s 
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this crucified Redeemer let me cite you all with 
all your load of woes. Compare your pains with 
his, your wounds with his, your ignominy with his, 
our blood with his: And then, in the name of 
juſtice, if the balance weighs on your ſides, even 
give a looſe to ſighs, complaints and diſcontents. 
More innocent than him I cannot think you: Yet, 
if your ill-treatment out-weighs his; we'll ſtrike 
the balance. But, if I look on him ; I behold him 
naked: Ah w Has poverty yet vented all it's 
rage on you and urged you to a like extreme? 
But ! I behold him not only naked, but all wounds 
and ſores and bruiſes from head to foot : Say, have 
ſickneſs, falls, or ſtripes, or other accidents yet 
handled you ſo roughly? - But! I ſurvey him 
nail'd pendent on an infamous tree between two 
thieves : Say, has perſecution puſh'd you as yet to 
ſuch a ſhameful painful end? Are the affronts or 
injuries or inſults you are compell'd to put-up-with 
egual in number, weight or meaſure, to his oppro- 
bious treatment? Ah! why then, if they are not, 
do you not bluſh at your paſt delicacy ? Why does 
not a holy emulation ſpur you forward after him, 
and force you every-one, in reparation of that deli- 
cacy, to cry out eagerly with Davip: © Behold, 
hs 5 Lord, I am prepared for thy ſcaurges? No 
* more, ſweet lord, ſhall thy paternal Tcourges 
© meet with reluctance in my affections. No, no: 
© In proof of my fidelity to thee ; behold me not 
** only ready, but deſirous to receive the ſtripes. 
© Depart from me, ſeditious rebel thoughts, depart : 
In vain ſhall you henceforth murmur and repine 
* reſolved is this heart, and [am prepared for Fo 
„get. No more let it be ſaid, that my Saviour 
* courted an excruciating hunger with a faſt of 
© forty days from every food and every earthly 
comfort ; and I repine at the denial of ſuper- 
Auities, and luxury during the like ſpace. | Shall 
Chriſt, for my ſake, have ſuffer'd the rude inſults 
of diabolic rage ; and, trampling on the ſoft al- 
lurements of a deceitful world, have embraced 
with joy a naked poor inglortous life, concluded 
with a painful ignominious death ; and I, breath- 
ing nothing but temporal enjoyment and tallacious 
eaſe, ſhrink at the moderate ſhare he deigns to 
« give me in his ſufferings ? No, no; rebellious 
« nature, no: I am prepared for the tender ſcour- 
ce ges of my GoD: And never ſhalt thou hence- 
&« forth make me doubt but that, what ſeems to 
e thee ſeverity, is pure exceſs of love in God for 
<« thee his uſeleſs creature. - He, my ſoul, is bent 
« on ſaving thee, on leading thee to Paradiſe; And? 
ce ill does it become thee to preſcribe the way by 
« which he ſhall condu& thee thither. Behold me, 
« O my Gov, behold me ready, nay anxious for 
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thy Heaven. Behold me prepared for thy ſcour + 

« geg. Conduct me through whatever path/thow. 

« lift; behold, I follow. Let it be thick win 
| 8 „ briars - 


720 . 
<« þriars to tear me piece- meal; ſtrow it, line it, 
« ith the acuteſt thorns : That precious blood o 
„ thine, with which thou has't foften'd them, 
« ſhall blunt their edge to me: Happy, thrice hap- 
« py, if by their means I may at laſt arrive at the 
« eternal glory to which they lead.” 

O dearly beloved Chriſtians ! Thus would you 
reaſon all, if you but gave your reaſon its due ſu- 
periority over prejudice and paſſion. But, alas, you 
ſee not through the eyes of your reaſon ; and there- 
fore hood-wink'd by your ſenſes, you look with the 
livid eyes of envy on every-one who, to outward 
appearance, ſeems but to be happy and at eaſe; 
and murmur at your — for every little affliction 
which happens to you. Whereas, O] how different 
would the emotions of your ſouls be ; would you 
but carry your refleQions a little beyond the bounds 
you confine them to. The light ad momentary 
tribulations, which now ſeem to you ſo infupport- 
able, are they not pregnant with eternal pleaſures ? 
What then have you to do with thoſe tears which 
roll ſo plentiful along your cheeks? What means 
that fullen melancholy ſettled on your brow ? 
What cauſe gives birth to thoſe heart-rending ſobs 
which riſe ſo ready in every contradicting circum- 
ſtance? Know you the deep deſigns of all-diſpoſing 
Providence? Why then repine at paſling evils, 
which ſhall one day excite the reaſonable envy of 
thoſe whom now with miſplaced jealouſy you miſ- 
take for happy; and for which you will find cauſe 
eternally to thank and praiſe and bleſs your gracious 
Gov, who, out of his boundleſs bounty, deigns to 
think you worthy of theſe proofs of his exceſſive 
love.? | 

© Notorious to you all, beloved auditors, are the 
adventures of the antient patriarch Joſeph. As yet 
à tender youth, his brethren, animated by jealouſy, 
conſult the means to rid themſelves of him; and 
compleating the unnatural reſolution with a preci- 


itate execution they ſtrip him of his garments and 


ell him to a band of Iſmaelites. Ol Who can de- 
ſcribe, ſo well as conceive, the anguiſh of the per- 
fecuted youth under his afflicting circumſtance ? 
Who can number the tears he ſhed to mollify the 
flinted hearts of his inhuman brethren ? The vows 
he offer'd to Heaven todraw down his deliverance ? 
How does he proſtern himſelf firſt to one then to 
another of the tyrant brothers; cling to their 
knees in a flood of tears; wring his hands; call on 
the name of their common father ; plead the ties 
of their common blood ; aſk E promiſe ſub- 
miſſion; conjure the milder Iſmaelites to renounce 


their pretenſions; conjure his brethren to renounce 


their hatred ; conjure Heaven to mollify their 
. hearts! What does he not ſay? What does he not 
do? What does he not try to avert the guilty in- 
jury offer'd to him? But ah! He would have ſpa- 

red all this fruitleſs labour; he would have ſpared 
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all this groundleſs anguiſh ; had but one prophetic Wl 
thought helped him to a foreſight of what his pre- 
ſent affliction was big with. Ah Foſepb ! Simple 
childiſh Foſepb ! Do'ſt thou know what thou ar't 
you for? Do'ſt thou know what thou ar't ſue. Z*- 
ing for? Unfortunate would thy petition have been, 
if Heaven condeſcended to it. For had'ſt thou but f 
ſeen what the dreaded exile was to end in, thyſelf 3 
would have wept only with compaſſion on thy 
weakneſs in grieving at it. Leave then, leave thy ⁵ 
cruel brethren to their pervErſity. Little do they ü 
think, that, ſelling thee to ſlavery they are pur. 
chaſing for thee a diadem. Away, away with 
thoſe tears which would rob thee of power, digni- 
ty and empire. Leave them all and follow chear- 
fully whither merciful providence leads. Know 
and be aſſured, however rugged and unpleaſant the 
road may appear, it is fate and happy travelling 
where Gop is the conductor. ä 
What the ſpirit of propheſy might have ſaid to 

ofepb, faith, unerring faith, ſays daily to every one 
of you. O the ſpacious kingdom of exſtatic bliſs! 
O the reſplendent crown of interminable glory pro- 
miſled to afflifted fortitude, in numberleſs paſſages 
of holy-writ ! Enough is it to ſay that nothing lefs ui 11 
than Heaven is the promiſed reward. And till 1 
ſhall we find difficulty not only to ſuffer with joy, ] or 
but even to ſuffer with patience ? Still ſhall we nen 
horror and repugnance tor thoſe trivial temptations i 
of tribulations, with which our eternal all- gracios 
parent vouchſafes to try us and fit us for his glory, 


as knowing that we never ſhall attain to it without 


them? Nay till ſhall we not only ſhrink at the 
ſcourges of our tender divine parent, but even fee 
every voluntary mortification and ſelf-denial, and 
fly in the face of Gop's church whenever ſhe pre- 
ſcribes us either? | 
* But could not Gop (you'll ſay) ſecure Heaver 
to us at a cheaper rate? Could not he find mea © 
to ſave us, more eaſy to the ſenſe, more grateful 
to our inclinations ?”” Doubtleſs he could have 
found ſuch : But he has not. And with what au- 
thority or arrogance ſhall reptil man preſume to aſk 
him, why he did not? The eternal father could 
have found them for his beloved, only, guiltleſs ſon: 
And yet he left him ſubje& to cold, to hunger, to Wl 


pain, to infamy to death and every external tem 
tation, and made it neceſſary for Chriff to ſuſſ*! 


and fo to enter into bis glory.“ What injury then Wl er 
or hardſhip have we to complain of, in that th* del 
ſame eternal father ſhould make our condition ech _ 
to that of his divine ſon with a like neceſlity, ba 


require that Ve alſo, by many tribulations, ſhould 
enter into the kingdom of Gop ? + Horrid pervet- ; 
ſity! The ſon of Gop ſhall have wrought the mo WS i 
ſtupendous of all miracles in the hypoſtafic union of Ro! 
his divine nature with ours, merely for the ſake , 
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i Suffering for us: 
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and it conſiſts in no more than this: 
EV iſely, prevent your ſufferings with the deſire of 
nd you may blunt the edge of them. But 
to pray Gop not to afflict you, 
O ſinners, the praying him to 
Five you up a prey to Satan: In you, O penitents, 
Wt would be folliciting the eternal puniſhments 
nich he thereby ſaves you from: In you, O juſt, 
Mt would be importuning your divine parent to love 
u with leſs tenderneſs, with a leſſer degree of at- 
ion: And in all of you, O dear loved Chri- 
ans who hear me, it would, be practically be- 
Weching Gop to diminiſh your eternal bliſs ; to e- 

ipſe, perhaps, one half of your future glory. Ah | 
Wclicve me: If you love GoD never ask him ſuch 
favour. Believe me: If Gop loves you intenſe- 
he will never grant it. 
Puffer to the end, and ſuffer without comfort? Yes, 
Wwe muſt. We have God's gracious promiſe : 
Thanks to him for it. The world ſball rejoice, but 
You ſball be made ſad. * Yet, Chriſtians, I ſay a- 
gin, all the comfort neceſſary is in your own reach. 


uffering, a 
on the contrary 
Would be in you, 


h! One ſpark of pure love for Gop : One ſpark 


of juſt love for yourſelves ; and your ſorrow ſhall 


4 


f him; and I pronounce you triumphant over 
very tribulation. Pray tbat you enter not inte in- 
ternal temptation ; watch that you enter not into 
0e external temptations which are in league with 
our corrupt nature, and manfully ſuffer the ſame 
Poirit of divine love to lead you to the encounter of 


emptations of tribulation, by which Feſus was led 


1 


1 preſcribes to you in this holy penitential time of 


F 
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ie the deſert to be tempted by them; and, by the 
aſſiſtance of Gop's grace, you ſhall ſhare in his 
WE victory, whoſe example you endeavour to imitate. 
And that you may be the better prepared for the 


WT ſufferings which Gop ſhall pleaſe to fend you, in- 
vre youtſelves to the love of ſuffeting by previous 


mortihcation and penanee. Inſtead of itidiouſly 
ſeeking means and excuſes to wave the mortification 
and ſelf- denial, which your holy mother the church 


Lent; embrace them with joy, practice therm with 


tervor; and improve them with ſupeterogating in- 
enuity. A little ſincere love for * 
elves will render the task not only eaſy but defi ht; 


ful. It is your preſent as well as future intereſt to 
have that love. * It is your intereſt to love, ſays 
77 St. Auguſtin. For no labours are burdenſome to 
lovers, but on the contrary afford delight.” It 
is even ſo, Chriſtians : Love is ſtrong as death, and 
nothing is ſo difficult which love cannot ſurmount. 


O! How ſweet muſt it not be to obey and ſuffer 
St Fobn xvi, + 285 


ff 


Firſt Indiction of the PASSION. 


And we ſhall arrogantly preſume 
EE. want miracles to exempt us from ſuffering for our 
benefit? Yet O Chriſtians; is that miracle at your 


ſionately loves his Gop and his own foul. 
Go then, Chriſtian ſouls: Once more, ere I 
conclude, I ſay, Love Gob and love yourſelves z 
and the acuteſt pains, the ſharpeſt 1 | 


yield you comfort even in this life, and wor 


We muſt then in this life 


e turn'd inte joy. Love but Gob above all things: 
Love yourſelves enough to aſpire to the enjoyment 
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out of ſympathy. A darling babe is not a lighter 
burden to a fond mother who gives it ſuck, thai the 
moſt heavy grievance in this life to him who paſ- 
Love 


you 
an eternal crown of never ending bliſs and glory in 


the life to come. Which I beſeech Gop, &c. Ia 


the name, &c. 
Firſt InvictiON of the PASSION. 


IN grief, when arrived to the degree of exceſs, 
revered auditors, there appears a-certain ſomething 
of ſuch majeſtic ſolemnity which all who behold 
muſt obſerve, tho” none can find terms or colours 
to deſcribe it. I can only fay, that it commands or 
rather forces reſpect, and with irrefiſtible ſway 
reigns deſpotic ſovereign over the moſt obdurate 
hearts. It has all theeloquence of the moſt pathe- 
tic words without the help of expreſſion, and eve 
prerogative of power, in it's utmoſt impotence. It 
melts tyranny into tenderneſs, cruelty into com- 
_ and inhumanity into ſympathetic mercy. 

n a word, ſole ſubſtitute cf providence in time of 
need, it dignifies diſtreſs with a kind of arbitraty 
power over the means of relief: Witneſs an in- 
ſtance which hiſtory affords us. The Emperor 
Domitian, no matter how, incurr'd the implacable 
hatred of the people of Rom: A hatred which no- 
thing leſs would ſuffice to ſatiate than the maſſacre 
of the hated ſovereign. The emperor dead, judge 
you whether, or not, they who loſt all reſpe& for 
him, while living and in actual poſſeſſion of ſove- 
reign authority, were capable of obſerving any re- 
ſpect for the Empreſs his widow, whoſe imperial 
authority expired with the life of her imperial lord. 
And yet what the eminerice of her ſtation could not, 
the dignity of her ſorrow obtain'd. In this melan- 
choly circumſtance ſhe appears in the ſenate and de- 
mands fatisfa&ion and juſtice for the barbarous 
deed: The ſolemn thajefty of her appearance, 
which unborrow'd from the grandeur of her birth 
and elevated condition, ow'd all it's efficacy. to 
maghanimous diftreſs, carried with it a venerable 
dejection; ſuch a dejection as created not only pity 
but reverence, not only ſympathetic pain but irre- 
ſiſtible awe in her beholders The uninvited tears, 
which flowing from a fea of ſorrow in her breaſt, 
roll'd like the ſtreams of a rapid torrent, down 
her diſtreſsful cheeks, were ſincere interpreters of 
her energic ſilence ; and the thick-riſing ſobs which 
for ſome time forbid her voice -it's utterance, far 
more inſinuating than all the cloquence of loud- 
tongued lamentations, pierced to the heart of every 


ſullen ſenator and previouſly ſecured to her the _ 
_—_ 2 
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ſhe had to crave, ere ſhe could ſummon words to 
ask it. As ſoon however as conquer'd anguiſh re- 
coils within her, to make way for expreſſion; her 
ſoul, divided amidſt the tumultuous paſſions of love 
and hatred, rage and pity, revenge and tenderneſs, 
breathes-forth, in broken unconnected accents, the 

rt of her ſcarcely half-form'd wiſhes. Such 
the dilemma of a diſtracted matron, when unnatu- 
rally widow'd of the tender huſband ſhe valued as 
her life and widow'd by the inhuman parricide of 
her own children whom ſhe prizes more than life : 
Such the diſconſolate ſituation of our empreſs. All 
then ſhe demands, when grief and cruelty permit 
her to expreſs her demands, is the liberty to gather 


up the ſcatter'd remains of her butcher'd lord, yet 


nakedly expoſed in the common ſtreets to all the 
rude inſults of a mercileſs populace, that ſhe may 

ive them an honourable burial.----And how could 
A meek, ſo merciful, ſo modeſt, ſo melting a petition 


of guiltleſs dignity in the deepeſt diſtreſs, poſſibly - 


meet with a refuſal even from ſavages? In reality 
it met with none Her requeſt then obtain'd as 
ſoon as ſignified, ſhe ſends out her domeſtics through 
the town reſpectfully to take up the disfigured 


members of mangled majeſty, wherever diſperſed ; 


and, thus reſcued from riotous irreverence, ſhe 
cauſes them to be placed on the ſummit of the 
Capitol, the moſt conſpicuous place in all Rome, 
that in view of this ſpectacle of daring cruelty, 
every accomplice in the bloody fact, might ſhrink 
at the black-treaſon, and conceive a juſt horror of 
the enormity of his guilt. © I will try, She cries, 
« if perchance I may not, by this means, render 
* the image of their barbarity for ever preſent to 
„their eyes; that their tortured imagination may 
4 never eeaſe to keep their conſciences awake to 
penitential remorſe : In a word, that, never for- 
getting the exorbitance of their crime, they may 
< inceſſantly preſerve, in this monument of my 
« grief, the racking ſting of their own guilt and 
« infamy.” | | 
The church, beloved, is now in deep mourning 
no a like afflicting occaſion. The cauſe of her juſt 
affition is ſuch as renders her diſtreſs more, infi- 
nitly more affeQting than that of any mortal ever 
was or can be. Her divine ſpouſe has been aſſaſſi- 
nated, inhumanly affaffinated; and you, O Chri- 
ſtians, you and I among the reſt 
crimes.to the bloody parricide. It is true, that the 


unnatural deed has been long ſince effected; and 


there are now almoſt eighteen centuries, that ſhe 


Firſt Indiction of the PASSION. * 
has been widow'd of the delight of her ſoul. But 


ave lent our 


as a loſs without meaſure can deſerve nothing leſg 
than a grief without end, the annual reverſion of : 


mournful memorial is the leaſt tribute due to the 
The time of this memorial is 


exceſs of her woe. 
return'd, and the cauſe of that mournful dreſs ſhe 


appears in at this ſacred time, is the renewal of the 
horror ſhe has ever retain'd for the outrageous dei- 


cide. It is hard indeed to ſay which afflicts her the 
moſt, the remembrance of injured innocence, ct 
the ſight of your guilt. 
ſpouſe calls aloud for the puniſhment of ſo unns- 


tural a bu chery, and yet the love ſhe ſtill bears to 


you as her chdren ſucs for mercy on the butchers, 
Thus torn, thus divided by contraſting affections, 
what remedy can be applied to her griefs? To do 
however what is in my power to afford her relief, 
I purpoſe on next Good-Friday, mentally to gather 
up the ſad relics of the precious body of her divine 


ſpouſe, in a mournful contemplation of his paſſion ; ' 
in which I ſhall go in ſpirit to all the places where 
he was ill-treated, and take-up, as I go on, as 
many of the precious drops of his blood as I may. 
At the Praetorium and other places Iſhall collect the 5 
bi 


74 
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treaſures of ſacred fleſh, which were torn from his 
bleſſed frame : And when I have bathed them 
a little with your tears and my own from the pro- 
ron dirt which our ſins have thrown on them, 

ſhall expoſe them to the view of all penitent ſin- 
ners; and ſhall endeavour to fix the image of his 
mangled body in your imagination, that, reſting 
ever preſent to your memory, it may make way to 
every heaxt which is not impenetrable, and remain 
there for life. In ſhort, my purpoſe in ſo doing is, 


that ſuch as by mortal ſin have contributed to this 
parricide, may, by having always before them the "8 


object of their crimes, conceive a juſt horror of 


them, and never loſe fight of the matter of an 2 | 


endleſs contrition. 


Such then of you, Chriſtians, as are not afraid a 


of breaking with fin and Satan, endeavour to be 
preſent at the moving intereſting ſcene. Murmur 
not at the labour; nor grudge for one day to ſhare 
in the dying pains of him who thought it not too 
much to die for you. And if the thought of ſharing 
in his pains ſhould terrify your delicacy, chear up 
your ſelf-love with the reſſection on the glory and 
felicity which that day's meditation may cauſe 
you to ſhare in, with him, in the kingdom of 
heaven, . 


Her love for her divine 
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St. MATTHEW xvii. 4. 
Word! It ir good for us to be bere: If thou wiPt, 


IE /:t us make here three tabernacles, one for thee, 


one for Moſes and one for Elias. 


F in my laſt ſermon I had an impotent enemy to 
triumph over; in this, Chriſtians, I have a for- 
nidable toe to encounter, If the tribulations of 
is life are a temptation, as undoubtedly they are, 
ey are alfo profitable to endure and eaſy to ſur- 
bount: And therefore may they, not only be 
frappled-with, but coveted. But the pleaſures of 
bis life are temptations of a very differen tkind, de- 
imental to the ſpirit in their very nature, and ex- 
Wemely difficult to conquer: Therefore ought they 
rr only to be reſiſted but ſhun'd. Temporal 4 
. eions are external temptations; ſo are temporal 
þ eaſures: But there is this great difference between 
em. The former are in perpetual war with our 
ons; the fatter keep a treacherous correſpon- 
Nrce with them. The former are the more eaſy 
reſiſt, as yourſelves are naturally diſpoſed to con- 
er them as enemies: The latter are ſo much the 
ere dangerous to encounter, as there is no perſua- 
g you to apprehend any enmity from them. The 
ry firſt advances of tribulation you are ſo ve 
Watchful of your own accord to keep wide-of,. 
Wat there is little cauſe to fear your ever being 
gver-power'd by the exceſſes of it? Whereas ſuch 
your eagerneſs, not to conquer, but to court pre- 
Wnt enjoyment, that even when it flees from your. 
P proaches, you endeavour to cut off it's retreat: 
ad with puſillanimous meanneſs ſurrender to it at 
ccretion, without fighting, nay without parley. 
hes derefore 1s there every cauſe to feat your ruin in 
_ remoteſt advances. The arrows Which are 
errſeen either wound not at all or wound not ſo 
eee: But the dart which is levell'd in the dark 
1 ſeldom fails to aim ſurely and to penetrate quite 
Dome. Tribulations are like generous enemies who 
leclare open war and march to the attack in battle 
; but earthly pleaſures are like thoſe daſtardly 
8 who lurk in ambuſn to convey deſtruction in 
ulguiſe: They pregure, as the Plalinift expreſſes it, 
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Tbey prepare their arrows in the quiver, thatthey' 
may ſboot at the upright of beart. Thoſe tempt us 
only by attacking us from without; but theſe, 
while they outwardly beſiege our hearts by lo 


and cover'd approaches, carry-on a traiterous cor- 


reſpondence with our ſenſual appetites within, in 
— 


r to ſurpriſe and betray us. The N aſ- 
faults of thoſe, the more furiouſly they aſſail us, the 
more do they urge us to confirm or renew our de- 
pendence upon Gop ; but theſe, by ſoothing us into 
an inſenſibility of our danger, wean us from every 
dependence on Gop to make us abject ſlaves to the 
world: Thoſe, in a word, by ſhewing us in our 
littleneſs and inſufficiency the neceſſity of recurring 
to the protection of the divine grace, bring us of- 
tentimes back to an intimate alliance with Jxsus 
Cur1sT ; but theſe by filling us with ſelf-conti-- 
dence and inebriating us with preſumption block- up 
our ſouls from every application to Chriſt and his 
grace. An inſtance of both, we have in the apoſtles. 
themſelves, the diſciples with Jeſus in their boat put 
out to ſea under. fayour. of. a proſperous gale of 
wind: But no ſooner. are they got high in the ocean, 
than the fair weather, like all earthly proſperity, 
deſerting them,, ſhews itſelf only a decoy to the 
horrors which ſucceed. A furious tempeſt ariſes, 
the billows ſwell, the adverſe winds blow hard, the 
veſſel bulges and the ſcared Apoſtles, really abſent 
in thought to Chriſt who was but ſeemingly afleep 
to them, tremble for their own ſafety. Each acta 
his part; and all with one accord combine to. exert: 
their little art, to baffle the rude elements. But all 
in vain : The more they row and ſweat and toil, 
the greater grows the danger with the encreaſing 
ſtorm : And they, mean-while, depending ſtill upon 
their little arts and. induſtry, forget the Heavenly 
majeſty they are freighted with, as much as if he 
was not with them, till. their diſtreſs augmenting] 
with their danger alarms them to their ſafety, and 
ſhews them in their impotence the neceſſity of ap- 
lying for relief to him alone who had the power to 


afford it. "Their tribulation it was the 2 
ſpurr'd them to «pp!y, to him, with that famous 
Ed e WE perifh. * In this Goſpel, we find! 
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The ſame Diſciples abſorb'd in raptures of temporal 
delight at the fight of our Lord's transfiguration on 
the mount: And what effect does it work in them? 
Why.----inſtead of lifting their ſouls in amorous aſ- 
Pirations to that celeſtial bliſs of which their pre- 
ſent ſenſitive tranſports of joy were but a faint fore- 
taſte, it depreſſes their ſpirits to the pleaſures of the 
earth, weighs them down with groveling deſires of 
continuing their preſent fleeting ſatisfaction, and 
links their affections to terreſtial enjoyment: inſo- 


much that, forgetful of the nobler pretenſions they 


have to the permanent felicity which attends them 


in Heaven, they conſider as a greater good the 


eſtabliſhing their preſent pleaſure upon earth. Lord 
It is good for us to be 5 

they attach'd to the actual enjoyment which tranſ- 
ports their feeble ſenſes, that they ate even for 
bringing Heaven to protract it, by offering to erect 
tabernacles to the honour of Chriſt and his ſaints. 
If thou wilt, let us make three tabernacles, one for 
thee, one for Moſes, and one for Elias. Thus ca- 
pable are the moſt innocent enjoyments of this life 
of making us loſe ſight of the more ſolid felicity of 
Heaven. But lofe ſight did / LM Rather ſhould 
1 have ſaid, they are capable o 

which is heavenly a matter of terror to us, as they 
did to the Apoftles ; Who, inſtead of riſing from 
the lethargy mto which their tranfient tranquillity 
had lull'd them, and ſoaring with exftacies of a- 
morons love to Heaven at the melodious ſound of 
the divine voice through the luminous cloud, ell 


upon their face and were ſore afraid. It is true 
their pleaſure was of the moſt innocent ſort; in-as- 


much as it owed all it's being to the miraculous 
unction of Heaven. But it was {till earthly ſenſitive 
pleafure, which they could not enjoy a perpetuation 
of without renouncing the more fubſtantial pleaſure 
of heavenly bliſs, which was to ſacceed it: And 
therefore tho? innocent it was dangerous and ill- 
judged to fix their hearts to it. In fact, the Holy 
Ghoſt tells us, by the mouth of St. Mark, in their 
jaſtifieation, that, deſirin: 
dang ' tho? el eaſure on the mount, bey 
knew not what th 2 th: | 


ey faid. *. wi 
After what has Lo ſaid then, who can doubt, 


Chriſtians, but that earthly. pleafures are of all ex- 
ternal tations tHe moſt dangetous to ſalvation, 


becauſe of all the moſt treachergus, and not only 
always difficult to conquer but even detrimental to 
ſuſtain, on account of the clofe correſpondence 777 


keep-up with our ſenſes and ſenſual appetites? A 
ret having then taken ſome pains to arm you againſt 
the attacks of temporal tribulations, I ſhould pro- 


vide but flenderly for your fpiritual ſafety, if I left 
you expoſed to the lurking enmity of earthly plea- 
Give me leave then to put you on your 

guard againſt theſe falſe and formidable (tho' feeble) 


ſures. 


St. Mark ix. 
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ere, Nay ſo ſtrongly are 


making every thing 


the continuation of that 


traitors to the ſoul, by ſhewing you that all the joys 
of this life are both formidable and feeble at once. 
They are formidable in their friendſhip ; but ex- 
tremely feeble in their enmity. When they ſooth- 


ingly approach us, in theguilg of friends, to gain ad- F RY 


mittance into our hearts; then it is that they are the 


moſt to be dreaded: But when they keep aloof, and, hy 
by breaking-off all intercourſe with us, ſeem to de- 
are open war with us; then it is that they have 


C 


leſs power to hurt us. In ſhort, what I mean to 
convince you of is, | 


I. That there is the greateſt danger in giving 
earthly pleaſures admittance into our hearts: 
Becauſe they are inconſiſtent with preſent hap- 

pPineſs and obſtructive to future felicity : And 

IT. That the great art of rendering them uſeful 


is, to miſtruſt their approaches and to renounce 
every internal intercourſe with them from the 


very beginning. 


ce | Almighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, who * x! 
% has't prepared for us a kingdom of eternal infinit: 


«© delights tranſcending every power of . ſenſe on 
* earth to feel or to deſcribe Permit us not to for- 
ce feit them for 
« life. 


* but thy ſubſtantial glory; keep out of them 4 
W hatever may obſtruct the plenitude of that. 


% Make every tranſient pleaſure taſteleſs to us; and 
* reſtleſs as thou has't made our hearts on earth, 
4, vouchſafe to keep them ſo, till they repole in 
ce thee our only happineſs and teſt.” 


I. That . of the earth ſhould tempt _ 


us it is no wonder: And to ſhun the temptation in 


tirely, is abſolutely impoſſible while we remain in 
this fleſh., Our very exiſtence is center'd in the 4 


mid'ſt of temporal pleaſures : Let us turn our ſen- 
ſes whither-ever we wall, pleaſing objects preſent 
themſelyes before us: let us fix our abode in the c- 
ty or in the deſert, there will never be wanting mal. 
ter of earthly enjoyment to allure our ſenſes 
flatter our imagination with the promiſe of might) 
pleaſure, in order to gain admittance in our hearts 
And here lies all the danger. While we keep cut 
hearts free from every attachment to them, all the 
objects around. us can only tempt us externally bu! 
can never injure or endanger us. But if once we 
open our hearts to them and give way to the flat” 
ing ſenlations they endeavour to affect us with; ? 
dieu to all our temporal happineſs: Adieu to cf 
eternal ſafety. Adieu to peace and innocence- f 
But what | Is not earthly pleafure one kind G 
earthly felicity ? How then can earthly pleafure © 
iſt without earthly felicity ? Ah Chriſtians ! Hon 


-rannce 0 
1 he pleaſures of the earth are but the 5e city 


ſordid fleeting pleaſure of thi 
No: But ſince thou has't given us ſouls 8 
great by nature to be flPd with aught 


: 


X licity, a mere decoy to overthrow that Chriſtian 
ace, which only can fubſiſt in the immediate union 
ehe foul with Gop. And if they did not put 


ex- 1% f felicity, they would not be 
zn the rance © þ Ts 
oth. _ . SD on are. The danger then lies in 
_ euſting to the falle appearances of earthly pleaſures, 
beck carry ever with them the obſtruQton of all 


lid happineſs even in this life. Without peace 
2 i. 5 happinefs and there are no earthly en- 
Pyments capable of affording one minute's peace. 
Power, ſenſual delight, vain praiſes, and ſordid lu- 
e are the grand pleaſures which flatter mankind 
With the promiſe of happineſs, they have not to 


* ive. 
net = 4b/alom was one melancholy inſtance of this 
41 Futh. The gaudy trappings of regal authority 
Ind eſent themſelves to his cheated imagination in 
ful e borrow'd dreſs of happineſs. The homage ren- 
— Wer'd to his royal parent, the fplendid palace, the 
the ey appearance of a numerous court of nobles, the 
umptuous entertainments, the beauteous train of 


Weoncubines, the choſen bands of muſic, the flattery, 
0 XXZobedience, and chearful fervices of a whole popu- 
vous nation; All which ſeem the inſeparable atten- 
ants of the throne : All fmiling promiſe him, in 
dae poſſeſſion of them, the endleſs enjoyment of un- 
dounded happineſs. But ah fond, unexperienced 
outh! Truſt not to the gay illuſion. The * 
Wpineſs which thou purſue'ſt is but a phantom roſe, 
e ſurrounding thorns of which are real, tho? paſ- 
on ſcreens them from thy obſervation. But! To 
Phat purpoſe parley with a man whoſe ſenſes are 
bandon'd to the diſcretion of ſycophancy ? The 
raitor-proſpect flatters him, and he fooliſhly yields 
is heart to it's deceit. In a word, Abſalom, charm'd 
into compliance, accepts the deluding invitations of 
bovereign power, and parts with peace, with ho- 
vour, with heppineſs and life. O the anxieties 
W which now torment him! O the tumults, which 


the fear and hope, and doubt and daringneſs raiſe in his 
ſen- WRT hurried mind! Nature with all the uence of 
ſent BT blood exerts her voice to ſhock, his yet unharden'd 
ci- W heart; while bold ambition labours to ſtagnate eve- 
— ry emotion of remorſe. Care now takes place of 


calm ſerenity; and every incident which favours or 
obſtruQts the raſh purſuit, rends him alike between 
= the racking thoughts of probability and incert inty. 
== Gloomy ſuſpicion, black enmity and peac eſtroy- 
ng danger rob him of every interval of inaction 


but which offers reſt. A father dethroned, expell'd 
we from. his — and perſecuted even to death 
of by an unnatural faction of his raiſing, tortures his 


conſcience, ſtings his ſoul and lodges a gnawing vi- 
per in his breaſt. A father yet exiſting, yet living 
in the hearts of the ſounder part of his 


of fond father baſely injured and who one day, by ſud- 
, den turn of fortune, may be able to puniſh the un- 
W. 


natural rebellion, is a conſuming worm which re e. 


f 
- 
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even inſolent ambition of content. No matter, 3 
ſalom No matter, ambitious youth. Thou has't 


gone too far now to make a ſafe retreat. All muſt 
be hazarded, now all has been attempted. Even 
take poſſeſſion of the royal city, een ſeize the roy- 
al concubines, and hazard a deciſive battle to rid 
thyfelf, in the death of an obnoxious parent, of eve- 
ry obſtacle to the happineſs thou aſpireſt to. Who 
knows but that the power which, at ſo much coſt 
of peace, deceives thee in thy purſuit of it, may o- 
— thee in the poſſeſſion? ©* But----poſſeſhon ! 
% metbinks I bear him cry in melancholy ſoltloguy, 
poſſeſſion! Would I were ſure of that! That 
% would uy me every torture, the attempt has 
& coſt me. that I never had attempted, or that 
* I might be ſure of the deſired Pe But Ah! 

Who can aſſure me of ſucceſs? Who can aſſure 
* me that theſe unnatural rebels, who baſely ſecond 
* my ambition, will not as treacheroufly betray 
the Son as they have done the Father? O cur- 
© ſed, curſed luſt of power! O flattering falſe 
© ambition! O that I had truſted leſs to thy de- 
s ceitful promiſes, and never given thee admit- 
% tance into this heart! What cares, what dan- 
„ gers, difficulties, hardſhips and perplexities had 
] been ſtill a ſtranger to? What tho' I ſhould 
* uſurp my father's crown; has he not yet an 
* army of faithful ſubjects at his command to ftrip 
% me of it! What tho” that army be but ſmall; 
© has he not yet the voice of nature, juſtice, love 
and gratitude and pity to raiſe him daily freſh re- 
* cruits? What tho? I ſeize the preſent opportu- 
* nity of my ſuperior forces to hazard a deciſive 
* battle? If fortune ſhould declare againſt me; lol 
* All my towering hopes are overthrown. And 
« if 1 gain the guilty victory, can royal power 
* cancel royal guilt, or ſilence the blood of my 
* aſlafſinated parent? Can all the charms df mo- 
© narchy ſtifle that rancorous remorſe,” with 
* which the yet- unperpetrated N already 
* rends my ſoul and robs me of all quiet? But, 
* huſh, intruding reaſon! Thou come'ſt too late: 

C Ambition muſt be gratified.” But Ah the miſe- 
rable ambitious youth ! Had he but yielded to the 
voice of reaſon; had he refuſed admittance; or,, 
once admitted, chaſed from his heart in time the 
traiterous illuſion; what, miſery and ſhame and 
vengeance might he not have eſcaped ? But luſt of 
power deceived him with the fal * of appa- 
rent happineſs, to court it's ſeeming iniles ;. and 
like an Ignis Fatuus, after leading him through e- 
very maze of miſery, at the expence of peace, of ho- 
nour, of conſcience, reſt and ſafety, the gay illuſion 
ended in a ſhameful death. So. vain4s it to- ſeek e- 
ven earthly peace and happineſs in the purſuit. of 

wer. | 
ey But why ſo, you'll ſay # Abſalom purfued it in 
% an u lawful manner, and therefore n wonder: 
| ; neve: 
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c he never attain'd to the poſſeſſion of it. But is 
What any argument that the poſſeſſion of power is 
< not attended with earthly happineſs ?”? I anſwer: 
M8ſalom was, in all probability, in a fair way to obtain 
it. His diſappointment then is at leaſt an argument 
that the purſuit of earthly power is at beſt but pre- 
carious ; and therefore it can never be prudent or 
fafe to renounce the ſolid felicity of preſent peace of 
mind and conſcience, to purſue the uncertain poſ- 
ſeffion of power, in which we never can promiſe 
ourſelves happinch, however innocently we may 
poſſeſs it. David himſelf poſſeſs'd it not only 
oy but innocently, ſince he received-it from 
op himſelf; and yet with what cares what toils, 
what dangers, what perplexities, was not his poſ- 
ſeſſion of power embitter'd? This then, with 
the inſtance I have juſt given you in the rebel- 
lion of the unhappy Abſalom, may ſuffice to con- 
vince you, Chriſtians, that, whatever appearances 


oy earthly power ever ſo eagerly purſued, or ever ſo lau- 


fully obtain'd, may aſſume, it is generally inconſiſt- 
ent with real felicity even in this life: Since peace 
ſubſides where power advances. Ah deareſt audi- 
tors! Why then ſo anxious to lord it over your fel- 
low creatures? Why ſo reſtleſs to obtain this poſt, 
to ſollicit that employ, to arrive at that charge? 
Surely you forget that diſheartening truth of the 
Holy-Ghoſt : The powerful fball be power fully tor- 
mented. * Believe me then, that, even in a natural 
ſenſe, the pleaſing proſpects, with which diſtant 
Power endeavours to tempt our ambition, are a ve- 
ry dangerous temptation which levels at nothing leſs 

than the intire deſtruction of our felicity in this life, 
2s well as our eternal happineſs in the next. 

The royal Davip however, tho” burden'd with 
the weight of menarchy and the load of a vigorous 
war, enjoy*d for one while a profound tranquillity 
within himſelf: A tranquillity which was-not the 
gift of power, but of the good uſe he made of a 
power poſſeſt without attachment. In this ſtate of 
ſerenity it was that, taking the air one day on the 
top of his palace, he unhappily beheld the wanton 
Bathſbeba bathing herſelf in her domeſtic bath. 
The unexpected ſcene attracts the unguarded king's 
attention; he approaches nearer, and eagerly ſur- 


s the beautcous' dangerous flattering deceitful 


object; And ſoon the diſtant proſpect ſwells in his 
inflamed imagination with improving promiſes of 
unalloy d delight to every ſenſe, till ſenſual delecta- 
tion, in cloſe intelligence with his concupiſcenti 
faculties fteals undiſcover'd, unſuſpected, to his 
yielding heart and takes intire poſſeſſion of it. O 
fatal, fatal curioſity 1 O what changes of ſcene 
does this one treacherous ſcene uce! No more 
can we ſee in David that ſteady peaceful noble calm, 


cf conſcience which ſweetens princely care and ren- 


ders every burden light, No more appears in court 
i. ri. | | f 


4 


tendency of praiſe, or juſt or groundlefs, is to puff'u _ 


gay guiltleſs converſation heighten'd by communi: 
cative innocence in a royal pattern. But all is now 
dark myſtery, intrigue, perplexity and ſecret ſcheme, 
how to compleat the black deſign, without dif. Wm 
grace or danger. Now ſovereign prerogative inſo. = 
lently argues for oppreſſion; then conſcious guilt, 
in league with fear of treachery and ſecret venge. 
ance from an exaſperated injured ſubject, rages with 
deſtructive jealouſy : And baſe adultery muſt be re. 
air'd with baſer maſſacry. O hapleſs monarch! RE 
W groſly did not the flattering proſpe& of ſenſuzl 
delight deceive thee ? How dearly did'ſt thou not 
purchaſe a few giddy minutes of fulſome pleaſure? 
O what fears, what doubts, what jealouſies, what 
hopes tormented thee in the purſuit! O ht! 
guilt, what miſtruſts what ſhame, what reſtleſine6, 
what diſappointment and remorſe did not attend s 
thee in the poſſeſſion! O what crimes! O wha 
puniſhments! O what endleſs repentance and pe- 
nance {i But ah deluded prince! Happy for thee it 
was that the illuſion ended in repentance : Elſe had 5 
thy temporal ſcourges been ſucceeded by eternal MF 
vengeance: Elſe to the loſs of peace and innocence ſn 
and reſt and temporal happineſs thou would'ſt have 
added the loſs of everlaſting happineſs, the loſs » 
God for all eternity. Such, beloved auditors, ſuck 
are the fruits which ſenſual pleaſure is big with, 6 
thoſe whom it decoys into an attachment to it, with nn 
ſpecious flattering promiſes of what it never has t» nn 
give. 4. 
But flattery of every kind is impotent Ind barre! Wi 
of good. Whatever ſenſitive titillation we may 
conceive or promiſe to ourſelves from public praiſe, Wn 
it's conſequences are generally fatal. The natural 


up with pride and vain preſumption of ourſelves 
which ſeldom fails to hurry us unguardedly to ruin; 
by urging us to ſuch purſuits as rob us, while ve 
are intent upon them, of peace, of reſt, and ofien- nes 
times of virtue, even where they ſucceed : A 
where our enterprizes miſcarry, we are ſure of | 
ſing-our fame or ſubſtance, or at leaſt our time, Wi 
and of ſtill remaining wider of happineſs than be 
fore. What loſt poor Aſalom but the empty ptar 
ſes of a flattering tribe of courtiers, whoſe ſycophan- 
cy in all probability firſt betwitch'd him with tt 
luſt of ſovereign power ?. O vain Nebuchadona=i 
O inſolent vain-glorious monarch ! Had'ſt thou e. 
ver given admittance in thy hcart to the decei! 

attractives of unavailing praiſe ; would'ſt thou ei, 
by aſpiring to divine honours, have ſunk thyſelf 10 
the infamous ſociety of beaſts ? No, Chriſtians, 10: 
It was the love of praiſe and vaingeſteem hic 

ftripp'd that vain Prince of honour, power, eaſe? 

peace and happineſs. And *tis the fame which 1 
toxicates the major part of Chriſtians, and plunging 
them into inextricable labyrinths of error, widens 
them daily more and more even from the hapP' of 


WW; this life; which they ſo eagerly yearn- after but 
_ ſcek in vain, by ſeeking every where but where it 


mc,  =_ found. 

dif. Wn * Ao 1 know, O miſers, think yourſelves the 
nſo- cureſt of ſucceſs in the purſuit of earthly pleaſures, 
uilt, _ You imagin all earthly enjoyment center'd in the 
ige- WA. -cumulation of wealth: And the daily ſucceſs of 
vith E our frauds and the ſwelling heaps which your 
 re- rowing avarice produces are ſubſtantial proofs 
ch! in you, that you are not miſtaken. But ah ſelf- 


eluding wretches! In what does your happineſs 

Wont? In ſtarving amidſt abundance ? In toiling 
r others, and reaping no comfort or advantage 
om your toils ? Does happineſs conſiſt in the bare 
aue, ſleepleſs, laborious vain purſuit of it? Ah! 
no then in his ſenſes would covet to be happy, if 
bour in vain is all which is meant by being happy? 
xamin but the conduct of a man of avarice, 
Chriſtians: And what more inconſiſtent ? What 
eins he takes to improve the fordid ſubſtance which 
WEngroſfes his affections! What weary ſteps! What 
unwearicd aſſiduity in his affairs to purchaſe cheap, 
ss ſell with groſs advantage! What ſweats ! What 

lengthened watches! What rigorous abſtemiouſneſs! 
Fe What hunger, thirſt and cold, and wart of neceſſa- 
ics, ſhall he not ſpotitaneouſly endure to rake toge- 
ver the ſordid glittering filth he feaſts his eyes on 


Wand centers all his pleaſure in! And to what end? 
o graſp at happineſs in the poſſeſſion of it. And 
oes he ever reach that happineſs ? He reach it? 
o, his avarice with his hoard encreaſes, The 
more he gains the more he is in want of all things: 
A nd that deteſted narrow neſs of ſoul which firſt in- 

Wuced him, with the deceitful promiſes of future 
ect, to ſeek his ſovereign felicity in riches, will 
not permit him to enjoy them when acquired, but 
keeps him ever on the rack of eagerneſs for more; 
eortures him with a thouſand fears of being robb'd, 
eeceived, aſſaſſinated; gnaws him with ten thou- 

and apprehenſions of Iffening that ſtock he gladly 
would but cannot carry with him to another world; 
erin him with unnumber'd fears of living yet to 
want; and in the midft of plenty ſtarves him with 
fear of being ſtarved. Tell me, O Chriſtians, how 
ain are not the toils of ſuch a wretch to reach ſe- 
3 lieity; who, in his ill contrived purſuit, lives all 
5 his minutes, in this life, a ſtranger to peace, to eaſe, 
to ſleep, to reft, to comfort, joy and every reaſon- 


in every inſtant of his exiſtence here, an agonizing 


# to life or lingering death; and dies only ts be buried 
70: Hul, only to conclude a life of voluntary wretch- 
lch ednels with involuntary everlaſting death? What 
jor” charms then are there in eacthly-power, ſenſual de- 


even to excuſe our raſtineſs in yielding our hearts to 
lens their deceitful invitations ? 1 
nels But, You'll anſwer me : This is not the fault 


Vor. I. 


On the Second Sunday in LENT. 


able enjoyment: Lives, in a word, or rather dies, 


laght; unfrultfuf praife or ſordid Jucre, to juftify or 
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of earthly pleaſures in themſelves, but of us in 
© uſing them with criminal attachment or ſeeking 
them with guilty methods. We own that every 
« pleaſure of this earth muſt ceaſe to be ſuch, from 
* the moment it oppoſes innocence or virtue, But 
*© ſurely there are pleaſures in this life which may 
be poſleſt, nay purſued with a ſafe unſullied con- 
ſcience. And ſurely innocent enjoyments whe- 
ther ſeated in power, ſenſitive delight or fame or 
riches, can neither be obnoxious to our temporal 
* nor to our eternal happineſs.” But hold, be- 
loved, hold. There is egregious ſophiſtry in this. 
Doubtleſs there is no . in the pleaſures them- 


ſelves nor in the enjoyment of them, if they be poſ- 


ſeſt with innocence and peace; or Gop would not 
have created them for man. But the grand diffi- 
culty lies in the art of purſuing or poſſeſſing them 
with peace or innocence. Since the fall of man, 
ſuch is the corruption of our nature and ſuch the 
intelligence which that corruption keeps up with 
every earthly pleaſure, that it is morally impoſſible 
to purſue, or to poſſeſs, many of thoſe pleaſures with- 
out more or leſs detriment to conſcience. And yet 
I will allow, that, as I have already ſhewn you in 
the foregoing inſtances, there are ſome few remains 
of b left not beyond the reach of Chriſtian 
virtue but what they may be purſued and even 
poſſeſt in ſome degree without prejudice to virtue. 
A prince for example may without a crime take 
deen of the crown, which is devolved to him 
by inheritance or free election, and may diſpute it 
with an unjuſt intruder. A Nobleman or plebeian 
may aſpire to a poſt or charge or dignity for which 
he is qualified, ſo his purſuit be carried on by 
lawful methods. A married perſon may with ſafe- 


ty indulge the ſenſitive appetites in matrimonial. 
cency and 2 


pleaſures with prudence 


— 


All men may, and few men fail to, be deſirous of 


a good reputation: And every man is bound by 
virtuous means to labour to eſtabliſh kis 
name. 


ood- 
To aim then at a certain degree of fame, 


ſo far front being unlaw ful is commendable. Nor 


is it leſs commendable by honeſt induſtry to aſpire 
to riches in a moderate manner: For riches as they 
are a means to enable us to practice many virtues, 
are in themſelves an innocent deſirable good. Still 
is it very dangerous both to our temporal and eter- 


nal F e to give entrance in our hearts to any 


the leaſt attachment to theſe or any other as inno- 


cent. pleaſures of the earth. Nay every attachment 


to them is abſolutely inconſiſtent with that tempo- 
ral peace in which alone conſiſts the little earthly 
happineſs we may aſpire-to : In-as-much as, by the 
fall of man, not only man's mature, but even every 
other being with regard to him is changed; GOD 
having inſeparably annex'd to every pleaſure a por - 
tion of care and pain and difficulty, as well in it's 
poſſeſſion as in itꝰvpurſuit: And this he has done 
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in puniſhment of the ill uſe which man made of 
thoſe earthly pleaſures at a time when he might 
have taſted them pure and unalloy'd. So that now 


not even the innocent neceſſary ſolace of eating for 


the ſupport of life is to be purchaſed but at the 
price of painful induſtry. In the ſweat of thy brow, 
ſays God to every-one of us in the perſon of Ab Au, 
ShaPt thou eat thy bread. * 

What pleaſure ſo innocent can we form to our- 
ſelves, which muſt not coſt us the price of our tran- 
quillity to purſue and peſſeſs ? To obtain this poſt, 
that charge, tho* ever ſo due to our merit, what 
toils; what ſubmiſſions muſt not we go through | 
What. anxieties? What induſtry? What ſtudy ? 
What attendance ? To keep it, what uunwearied 
diligence is not neceſſary ? What application | What 
circumſpeQion ! What labour, time, and pain, and 

ience ! And O the doubts, the fears, the appre- 


t 
| Con, at every poſlibility of loſing it! Beſides 


the jealouſies and grudges and diſguſts and calum- 
nies and plots and treacheries and wily circumven- 
tions of the envious, which muſt be patiently en- 
dured and prudently diſſembled to poſleſs it with 
any fafety to intereſt, honour, life or conſcience. Is 
it a guiltleſs pleaſure to poſſeſs in wedlock this a- 
miable perſon? O the thick ſprigs of pointed 
thorns which muſt be gather'd with this ſpecious 
roſe! O the diverſity of tempers! O the too ſoon 
diſcover'd imperfeQtions in each-other ! O the wane 
of a firſt violence of paſſion! O the jealouſies at- 
tending an exceſs of love] O the doubts, the fears, 
the animoſities, on one {ide and the other, cauſed 
by Jealouſy | O the pangs of child-bearing | O the 
cares in the education of a numerous offspring | O 
the agonies when they prove untoward ! O the an- 
guiſh when the tractable are ſick or unfortunate ! 
O the living deaths when they muſt be reſign'd to 


death ! O the rack of diſagreement with an odious 


tner! O the heart-rending griefs at ſeparating 
om a loved and loving conſort! O poverty! O 
fickneſs! O death! O the innumerable untold 
thorns with which the pleaſures of the marriage 
ſtate are generally beſet ! And is the gaudy flower 


of human praife, however juſtly given more eaſy to 
enjoy with unalloy'd delight? 


o, Chriſtians, no. 
That, like the fragrant graceful Eglantine, has it's 
briars too; and thoſe acute ones. One juſt enco- 
mium ſhalt raiſe a thoufand obloquies, ten thouſand 
Hes. Praiſe, if unjuſt, unmaſks you to your friends; 
and, if well-grounded, expoſes you to all the ma- 
lice of your enemies, whom it excites with envy. 
Fo ſtudy how to merit men's efteem is wife : To 
ſtudy how to get it is rank folly. Since no- 
thing is more capable of rendering us obnoxious to 
private hatred than public eſteem. And vain is it 


F , iii. 


vate enmity. No, no: DAvip is an inſtance of the 
contrary. ö 
Fraught with victory and laden with glory, the 


magnanimous youth was returning triumphant 


from the defeat of the gigantic Pbiliſtin, when 
the people, to reward his bravery with , the marks 
of their eſteem, came forth to receive him with 
loud acclamations of joy: For be was accepted in 
the eyes of all the people. Moreover .... To leave 
him no room to doubt of the public eſteem he was 
in, The very women who came forth from all the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſinging and dancing to Saul the 
king, in timbrels of joy and in cornets, ſung, play- 
ing and ſaying SAUL HAS SMOTE A THOUSAND 
AND DAVID TEN-THousAnD. O the noble en- 


comium |! O the exalted panegyric in brief! O the 


flattering proof of merited eſteem! How elated, 
how pleated, how tranſported would not you be, O 
Chriſtians; could you but attain to the like ho- 
nours? David however had no cauſe to be ſo. Fot 
O the jealouſies! O the malice, the hatred, the 
rage which they excited in the breaſt of Saul againſt 
him, and which nothing leſs would ſatiate than the 
ſtripling's blood. It would really move compaſſion 
and indignation in a ſavage, to fe the young war- 
rior juſt return'd from reſcuing his native country 
out of the jaws of ruin and infamy, inſtead of re- 
ceiving the due premium of his . perſecuted 


to death with open violence and ſecret treachery; 


and, exile in his native land, obliged to flee from 
place to place, from town to town, from wilderneſs 
to wilderneſs; compell'd to ſeek his ſafety in wan- 
dering among ſtrangers, in beggary, in playing the 
madman : And all this for what ? Mere y for ha- 
ving merited public eſteem and received an uncourt- 
ed mark of it in noily unavailing praiſes from a few 
women. Go then, Chriſtians: And if you deſerve 
more than David; if you are ſafer from envy and 
enmity than David; even purſue the vain eſteem 
the empty praiſes you may perhaps obtain. But if 
otherwiſe; have a care you do not dearly pay the 
acquiſition at the big price of peace, of reſt, of eaſe 
and health and every deſirable happineſs in life, if 
not of life itſelf. | 

Riches, as I have already hinted, if we conſider 
nothing in them but the opportunities they afford 
us of doing good, are a deſirable pleaſure ; but then, 
if we conſider alſo the many cares and pains 
confinements and anxieties which muſt be endured 
to acquire that pleaſure even in a lawful way, con- 
tented mendicity is a happier ſtate. But why do 
I ſay, bappier, than where there is no happineſs at 
all? Alas, Who would wiſh to be happy, if happy 
neſs conſiſts in being the but of envy, the mar of 
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thieves, the ſport of fortune, the dupe of knaver) 3 


d chick that public eſteem. will over-balance pri- Þefieged by flatterers, ſurrounded by leeches, imp" 


* 1 Kinge xvii, 


ſon' d 
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fon'd by formality; daily liable to be bereft of ſub- 
ſtance, reputation and lite, by ſycophants, by trai- 


tors, by lawyers, by robbers ; by perjury, by tyran- 


ny, by falſe plots, by real conflagrations, ſtorms, re- 
volutions, murders, and infinit other dangers which 
attend the rich, and of which the beggar never 
feels a fear? Go perſuade arich man to be as much 
in peace as, much at reſt, amidſt theſe numerous 
perils, as the poor man wrapt-up in ragged ſafety. 


But there is no language which can have the pow- 


er of perſuaſion againſt experience. Too. ſenſibly 
are the rich affected with their not ill- grounded 


fears, to have any ſenſe of the bleſſing of inward 


peace: And without inward peace what happineſs 
can there be, O Chriſtians then, dear-loved Chri- 


* ſtians! What happineſs can you propoſe to your- 


ſelves in the purſuit or poſſeſſion of earthly power, 
ſenſual delight, vain praiſe or ſordid riches or an 
other if there be any other pleaſure of this earth; 
when all or any of them evidently coſt you the price 
of peace and ſafety the only valuable bleſſings in 
this life? | 

But I remember to have heard of a certain phy- 
ſician, who, for the ſake of the antidotes, had ſo 
long and ſo tiequently ſwallow'd poiſons of all ſorts, 


WT il! at length they grew ſo familiar to him that no- 


thing but the ſtrongeſt poiſons would nouriſh him : 


= And this I take, Chriſtians, to be pretty much your 
—_— caſe. So long and fo repeatedly have you endured 
= nay hunted after thoſe lurking miſeries which em- 
päooiſon every enjoyment of this life, that many of 
—_— you can find nothing in them of bitter, nothing de- 


ſtructive, nothing but what cuſtom has ſo ſeaſon'd 
to your depraved appetites as to take from them e- 
very appearance of evil. I would leave you there- 
fore to enjoy the miſeries, which, under the gilded 
leaf of nominal pleaſure, you ſwallow fo eagerly and 
feed upon ſo leiſurely; if all the miſchief ended 
here. If there was nothing worſe in the pleaſures 
of this world than there was in Jonathan's honey, 
a ſimple taſte of which was big with temporal death ; 
I could bear, with ſome degree of patience, that 
men, that Chriſtians, run ſo precipitately in ſearch 
of them. In a word, if carthly pleaſures were ob- 
ſtructive to our happineſs only in this life ; I would 
ſtifle my concern at the general infatuation of man- 
kind for preſent enjoyment ; I would ſee them hug 
—_— in the embraces of a pleaſing ſhadow and 
would ſay nothing. But who can forbear ſpeaking, 
who does but conſider how very much the phantom 
pleaſures of this life are apt to wean the heart of 
man from every defire, nay from every remem- 
brance of heaven. A lively inſtance we have of 
this in the preſent goſpel. 

Our Saviour to give his diſciples encouragement 
to trample on all the falſe joys of this earth and a- 


ſpire to the ſublimer more ſubſtantial joys of an e- 


ternal kingdom, takes them up to the ſummit of 
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Thabor ; and, transfiguring himſelf on the mount, 
gives them a feeble foretaſte of the glory which 
ſhall be reveal'd in them when they quit this miſe- 
rable vale of tears; regales them, in a word, with 
a paſſing reliſh of heaven in the exſtatic joy t rans- 
fuſed through every ſenſe to their very uh by 
this heavenly viſion. Ah ! who would not have ex- 
rm to hear the diſciples, amidſt their holy tran- 
ports of ſenſitive pleaſure, cry out with eagerneſs 
after the purer more defined delights of paradiſe ? 
Who would not have expected to hear them ſay: 
O my — Ixs us If ſuch be the ſweets of thy 
* participated myſteries in this life; O]! What 
muſt not be the untold unconceived and incon- 
ceivable exceſs uf bliſs ineffable flowing from the 
full communicatiof of thy boundleſs glory in the 
© next! O when, when ſhall this faith be loſt in 
evidence? All the days, I am now at war, {am 
waiting with impatience for my change. O 
% that it would come! O] If ſuch be the ema- 
6 nations of my Gop; what (ah what ! ) muſt 
© Gop himſelf be, to behold? O how my ſoul 
* thirſts aſter the living and ſtrong God ! Ah! 
« When ſball I come and appear before the face of 
«<< my Lord? + When ſhall this limited joy be loſt in 
% a ſea of boundleſs bliſs, with thee, in — * 
Who, I ſay, would have wonder'd to ſec their ſpiri- 
tual joy embitter'd by an inſupportable anxiety to 
quit it for pleaſures more permanent ? But Not 
at all. The preſent enjoyment is all they attend- 
* to. © Butit is earthly: It is ſenſitive: It can- 
not be permanent without obſtructing the future 
* enjoyment of N greater pleaſure for eter- 
© nity.” No matter. It is preſent enjoyment, and 
that is enough to engroſs all their affections, and to 
make them forgetful of every other.” Lord ! It 
&* is good for us to be bere. Lord, as lorg as we are 
well, as long as we are ſo happy, ſo full of ſpi- 
* ritual joy in thy company here, what need is there 
for changing our ſituation z It is good for us to 
« be bere; let us then continue well while we are 
* fo. As long as we are with thee, as long as 
© thou ar't with us, as long as we can remain on 
© this earth and be thus at reſt, it is good for us to 
© be here what need have we to look any farther? 
If Thou can'ſt put up upon this earth, we ſhall 
* readily conſent to it. And if Thou wilt reſolve 
© th:remain here; let us build bere three taberna- 
&« cles, one for thee, one for Moſes and one for Eli. 
% a;.” Ah feeble frail unthinking diſciples | How 
evident to every thinking perſon is it not that pre- 
ſent enjoyment however innocent has loſt you to 
yourſelves ? How truly had the evangelical cauſe 
to ſay that St. Peter, the ſpeaker for all, knew net 
what be ſaid. Ah! he forgot, ot rather he never 
yet conſider'd, how infinitly the joys. of Heaven 
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ſurpaſs the utmoſt joys of the Earth. O Peter / 
Did'ſt thou but know what thou ſay'ſt ; how little 
would*ſt thou wiſh to have thy petition granted | 
This joy, this glofy, this exſtacy of both, which 
ſo raviſhes thy feeble ſenſe, is but a faint imper- 
ect taſte of that bliſs thou ar't call'd to, and it 
muſt be renounced to attain to that. It will be 
neceſſary- for Chriſt himſelf to exchange this pri- 

vate glory for public infamy, this delight tor exquiſit 
pain, this mount for another, this Tbabor tor 2 
Calvary; in a word, it will bebove Chriſt himſelf 
te ſuffer, and ſo enter into bis glory: And can 
you his diſciples ever hope to follow him thither by 
any ſmoother path? It is by many tribulations we 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of Gop, and not by 
many pleaſures. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 


violence and none but the violent bear it away. 


Ah! had Peter known and thought. as much ; 
would he, think you, have giyen up his heart to 
ſuch a 2 enjoyment > No, Chriſtians, no: 
But pre 
| Ar thought of the future, the degeneracy of 
his heart, yet unrenew d, perverted the purpoſe of 
the — favour ; and the beſt excuſe for his un- 
provident requeſt is, that which the Evangeliſt 
es for him, that be Anew not what be ſaid. 
But if the conduct of St. Feten was improvident on 
his fide; it was not fo, on the Almigh ys part. 
No: Graciouſly wiſe was it in Thee, my Go, to 
ſuffer this —— 4 of thy inſtructive truths to err in 
this particular. Ves, Chriſtians, doubtleſs the 
Divine Wiſdom permitted the Apoſtle thus to err 
in his judgment, the more effeQually to ſet our 
judgment right, by practically convincing us how 
dangerous is every earthly pleaſure, though ever ſo 
innocent ever ſo ſpiritual in itſelf; how liable it is 
to illuſion, and how apt, in concert with our ſelf- 
love, to lead us into an apathy for Heaven and eterf 
zity; And therefore how cautious we ought to be o- 
giving it admittance into our hearts. 


II. All pleaſures then in this life are temptations 
and. very dangerous ones too ? Yes, Chriſtians, they 
are: But it is our ſelf-love which makes them ſo. 
_ "Temporal pleaſures of every fort are in themſelves 
dut mere external temptations, which though they 
keep intelligence with our depraved appetites, have 
nevertheleſs no power in our hearts till we allow 
them. entrance there, by giving our ſenſual faculties 
the upper hand of reaſon and God's Grace. While 
then we keep them out of our hearts, they may 
deſiege us, but they cannot hurt us. In ſhart, while 
we are watchful to keep our ſouls from all attach- 
ment to them; tempt us they may but cannot 
overcome us either in our E or in the poſſeſ- 
ſion, of them. Nay if, by faithful adheſion to 
Gop, we follow cloſely the Apoſtle's rule of bav- 
ving nothing in affeQion while poſſeſſing all things 


— 
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the lawful delights of the ſenſe will be 
with purity ; 


nt pleaſure decoy'd him, wean'd him 


them; our hearts will be fafe ; they will never gain 


* 


in fact; amid'ſt all the pomps of power we ſhall 
have all the innocence of the lowlieſt ſub jection; 
ignified 
. uman praiſe will become matter of 
ſelt-humiliation to us; and in the midſt of all the 
exuberances of riches and plenty, we ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed in the holy poverty of our ſpirit and have a 
right to the rewards of voluntary indigence. And 
thus may we render meritorious thoſe very earthly 
pleaſures which attachment might render oriminal, 
and which our indolence always renders at leaſt ® 
dangerous temptations. o 1 
To make this wiſe uſe then of temporal enjoj- 
ment what have we to do but to keep a ſtrict watch k 
over our ſenſes in order to prevent their betraying 
us into any familiarity with preſent pleaſures. Ex _ 
the whole art of conqueſt depends upon our vigi- 
lance. If we admit theſe traitors to partey with 
our ſenſuality ; we ſhall be decoy'd into confidence 
in them: And once we truſt to their flattering ap- 
proaches: we fhall ſurrender our hearts to their 
diſcretion, and become the dupes of our credulity. 
Whereas, if, miſtruſting their fair approaches, we 
keep them at a diſtance; check the ſympathy of 
our appetities for them ; and abſolutely force our 
faculties to renounce all internal intercourſe with 


admittance with us, and all the efforts they can Wn: 
make to tempt our fortitude will only ſerve to aug 
ment our merit in deſpiſing them, our facility in _ 
reſiſting them, and our glory and triumph in a con- 
pleat victory over them. | _—_ 

You will think, perhaps, ſome of you, Chri- n_ 
tians, to excuſe yourſelves from a practice of thi 5 
importance by pleading an impoſſibility of totally WM 
renouncing every inward attachment to pleaſures uf 
the earth, while you are converſant in it. But 
with your leave, let me aſk you: What one ſt 
have you ever yet taken towards it, to be at 41 
certainty, whether it be poſſible or not? I aſk yo 


not : Whether to reſiſt the temptations of tem | 51 
enjoyment, you ever expoſed yourſelves, after tit 1 10 
example of Chriſt, to the ſolitary horrors of! Fe 
mountainous wilderneſs, rather than be advanced i a 
power ? Whether, like St. Bernard, you ever leap Ty 
into a freezing lake, rather than yield to the inf * 
ating alleQives of carnal delight ? Whether j® te 
ever attempted, with a St. Alexis, to live in FI 
diſguiſe of a beggar in your parent's palace, rathe! — 
than hazard an attachment to your parent's riches — 
Or whether you ever ſo much as wiſh'd, like 2 fl 
Paul or a St. Anthony, to entrench yourſelves, 4 fo 
gainſt the dangerous praiſe or eſteem of men, am G 
the lonely auſterities of an inacceſſible deſert ? Theſe 

are heroic enterprizes which, are not to be expeft) ap 
but from an eminent ſanctity. But, methinks, yo 
ſhould be glad to know, when aſſaulted by an} ſug: thi 


geſtion of pleaſure, when hurried una ares * 


F F brink of a ipice, when pendent half-over and 
9 — to ban bradiong into the jaws of fin, how 
| u then behaved. What violence did you uſe to 


=” 
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r of ourſelves to draw back? Have you on ſuch occa- 
the bons, immediately had recourſe to God, in fer- 
leſ- ent fincere and ferious prayer, to procure his di- 
e 2 vine aſſiſtance ? Have you ever applied to the holy 
And rerciſe of faſts? Have you ever girt yourſelves 
= ich a hair-cloth, to preſerve, at the expence of 
nal, WHodily eaſe, the innocence and grace of God in 


our ſouls? Have you ever | tore up the favourit 


We mptation, the darfilg pleaſure, rather than loſe 
joy- eeaven, your foul and your God? Have you ever, 
atch RM a word, craſh'd the traitor in the graſs, by re- 
ying ing, repelling a ſuggeſtion in it's firſt beginnings, 
For even breaking- off in time a dangerous correſpon- 
rigi- ence? Rather on the contrary have not your ſouls, 
with | 


rough every ſenfe, invited, courted, dragged 
es of 


ence emptation from abroad into the inmoſt rece | 
ap- our hearts, by cenftant frequentation of balls, 
heir plays and operas,” and diffipating rendez-vour, by 
lit. Sa ngerous purſuits abroad and Idleneſs or miſpent 
, ve Hours at home, by trifling with peril and loudly 

Knocking at the very gates of ruin? What wonder 


can it be then, that, doing thus, you ſhould con- 
eie it quite impoſſible to conquer, or even 6 
much as to reſiſt, the inſinuating treachery of 
earthly pleafures ? Doing thus, I frankly own my- 
eit, that it is quite impoſſible to ſhut your hearts 
ad bar-out every attachment to a flattering world. 
but would you reverſe your conduct, and foreſtall 

e temptation by keeping it at a diſtance ; O how 
{. RSS ofiible, how practicable you would find it!“ But 
| = there is the point, you cry; How can I?” 
Ah! glorious apoſtle thou, thanks to thy faith and 
ortitude has't furniſh'd me wherewith to anſwer 
beſe feeble-hearted Chriſtians. How can 1? / 


teſs Chriſtians ! would you but, with St. Paul, fix 
_= firm faith in the graces of your Saviour and fre- 
—_—= quently recurring to the fountains of his precious 
* 4 blood draw thence your fortitude and conſolation ; 
bon, ſoon would you find, that you, as well as 
He was, are able to do «ll things in bin You 
_ would find in that a things the incentives of the 
= fe, ſubdued, the raging heats of youthful blood 
allay'd, and the raſh furious fervor of green unſet- 
tled years fupprefs'& and humbled : 
find the excitements of companions check'd by re- 


pell'd by the love of a crucified Chriſt ; and the 

ſlip paths of ſinful occaſions (which are not 

vught made poſſible to paſs over, by the fear of 
ob. | 


But what am I talking of? The bare idea of an 
apoſtle lifted by grace to the third Heaven, makes 
you loſe ſight of the hopes of imitating him, Well 
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N all things in bim who comforts mne. O heart- 


ou. would 


morſes of conſcience ; the preſſures of Satan re- 


thoſe few words. ! Ah how o you abaſe t 


then, beloved, let us confine ourſelyed to a more 


157 
humble ſphere. You all know, I preſume, the caſe 
of poor innocent Joſeph when ſent a ſlave into E- 
75 Nor need I acquaint you with the tenderneſs 
of his age, the gracefulneſs of his perſon, the ſpright- 
lineſs of his mind, the gentleneſs of his temper, 
nor the nobility of his blood; nor yet with the mæ- 
ny attractives which render'd him truly amiable :- 
Already I imagin you are ſufficiently inform'd of 
them. But I very much queſtion whether or not, 
you have ever ſufficiently weigh'd the perilous aſ- 
{ault he had to ſuſtain from the wife of his maſter: 
He a poor and powerleſs ſtranger, his miſtreſs rich 
and powerful : He without art or experience, his 
lady all guile and contrivance ; the attacks frequent, 
the occaſions unavoidable, the attractives exceſſive, 
the facility of poſſeſſion uncommon, the conſent in 
no danget of puniſhment, but the refuſal big with 
irremediable miſery. Ah! What, I wonder, what 
would one of our perfumed ſpruce delicate pow- 
der'd Chriſtians of this age ſay to- himſelf in fuch a 
ſituation? Yet I gueſs. © How can I, be would 
* cry? How can I reſiſt this temptation to ſenſual 
delight, thus diſtant from my native home, and 
* ſtript of every other eatthly 22 If I loſe 
* this good fortune; what muſt be my portion? 
* A Tes puts me in immediate poſſeſſion of wealth 
© and liberty: A No plunges me into the extreme 
of diſtreſs amidſt the horrors of à dungeon. TO 
* reje& ſuch gracious advances from an abſolute 
* miſtreſs to her ſlave, would it not be the groſſeſt 
* ill- breeding? To provoke the indignation of a 
% paſſionately amorous woman, weak not it be 
* rank folly and madneſs ? Careſt, intreated, folli- 
© cited; in a word, beſieged by beneficent flatter- 
ing beauty from without, => betray'd by vehe- 
* mence of fears and frailty within, how is it poſ- 
* ſible to keep one's, ground? How can 1.” 
Thus, I fear, thus would the major part of our 
ſex reaſon in ſuch a fituation. And ah | How ma- 
ny of the chaſter, modeſter, more virtuous ſex are 
1atally betray'd into their ruin by ſuch a fallacious 
kind of reaſoning. © How can I, ſays this ſer- 
„ vant maiden to berſelf Ho can I return with 
ce indignation the engaging advances of this gene- 
© rous Maſtery? Service is no inheritance: Con- 
© fined and hardly treated by rigorous miſtreſs, 
ce flatter'd and courted by an indulgent Maſter, poor 
„ and but little fitted for toil,, How can Erefihihe 
occaſion fortune offers to reſcue me at once from 
* want and labour? If 1 conſent, eaſe wealth and 
{© pleaſure wait on me: If I refuſe, diſtreſs and fer- 
* yitnde attend me io wy BIS: How can I then 
f and firm? Poor miſtaken dupes ob irrefletion! = 
How illy you miſunderſtand the genuin —_ 0 
the power of that noble fout franchiſed and for- 
tified with the all- powerful grace of GO Foſepb- 
was as poor as the pooreſt of you all; as delicate, 


, * 
Ll 
= 
= % * * 
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as noble, as honour'd, as unfit for labour as any of 
you all; as ſeverely tempted as the worſt of you ; 
more generous, more honourable, more full of the 
fear of God than moſt of you. He too had his ar- 
gument, How can 1. But ah! How differently 
does he turn it. How can I, he cries, bow can [ 
commit this evil and fin againſt my Lord? This 
is indeed applying words to their own natural 
meaning : 'This is diſcourſing truly like a rational 
creature: © As if he had ſaid, how can I preſume 
« to offend my Gop with fin, to offend my neigh- 
* bour by e infamy or diſcord or both in an 
* honourable family, to offend myſelf by one 
a ſtain upon my conſcience. How can I?” 

feeble tempted Chriſtians ! Thus, thus is it that 
you ſhould turn thoſe dubious words How can I; 
when ever you are aſſail'd by tempting pleaſures. 
Alas how can I do this evil, and ſin againſt my 
< maſter or my miſtreſs | How can I, dare to be- 
tray the truſt repoſed in my virtue? How can / 
* venture to inſult my God with an open violation 
* of his laws, open to him, if hidden to the world? 
% How can I think of injuring my neighbour in ſo 
44 groſs a manner, in a point ſo tender; which, if 
< difcover'd, ſows in the family endleſs diſcord, 


* ſhamie and diſtraction: and, if conceal'd, will a- 


4 lienate their hearts and like a cankerworm cor- 
rode and gnaw inſenſibly their mutual peace? 
** How can I be ſo barbarous to myſelf as to com- 
mit this evil: Which, if detected, as it moſt pro- 
4 bably will be ſoon or late, will load me with 
& everlaſting ſhame and miſery: And if it ſhould 
“ by chance remain a ſecret; "it till muſt expoſe 
mie to the contempt even of my tempter, de- 
*ſtroy my peace with inſupportable remorſes of 
* my conſcience, and, what is worſe, render me 
* odious to my Gop? What then, ah! what 
compariſon can there he between the poverty, 
the labour, the confinement and hard uſage 1 
thus apprehend, tho' I ſhould endure it to the 

end ole, and the ſhame, the puniſhment, the 


«guilt, the temporal infamy and eternal miſery, 


**which'one conſent to this infinuating pleaſure 
threatens me withal? How can I then do this 
«evil? How can J.“ f 

I will not however, Beloved, diſpute with you, 
what T cannot doubt of, that reſiſtance is very dif- 
fAicult in ſuch and many other caſes : Nor would I 
in the leaſt with to conceal the ſweats (almoſt of 

pod) which it muſt coſt us, when 9570 preſt by 


pleaſure, to come off with victory. St. Fobn Chry- 


ſelem was 775 in the right when he admired 


*the flight of Fo/epb as a miracle ſuperior to that of 

the Wee Pg dren's eſcape out of the furnace at 
Babylon. But what are all the difficulties we have 
_ Wfarmount, in compariſon with the 4 of 
Flory and bliſs which we may acquire by faithfully 
er xxx iy. gg > ths | 


- - 


— 


mſg the temptations of earthly pleaſure. And 
with what courage ought we not to combat them 
when we conſider, that the victory depends upon 
your own will, and that we have a Gop ever rea- 
dy to combat with and for us: A faithful Gop 
who will not ſuffer us to be tempted beyond our 
ſirengtb. Can we then, you'll ſay, eſcape theſe 
extreme occaſions which our involuntary ſituati- 
* on throws us into? Can we touch the pitch of 
vicious example and not be defiled by it?” Are 
we Chriſtians, / aſt? Do we believe that Go 
permits them? Do we believe his truth, that be © 
will not ſuffer us to be tempted beyond our ſtrengtb? 
You will anſwer me, Yes. Then I ſay we muſt al- 
low, that we can reſiſt them. What then! Can 
* we poor ſervants, children, dependents, obliged by © 
neceſſity to live amidſt every ſcene ot licontionl. 

* neſs; we great perſonages amidſt an inevitable _ 
* life of diſſipation, amidſt intemperate entertain- 
ments where more conſciences are deſtroy'd than 
** healths are toaſted, amidſt the ſnares of ſo many Rm. 
* ſecret welves, amidſt the indecencies of ſo many RR 
** open libertines, can we preſerve our innocence 
inviolate, or even unſtain'd? Can we? Doubt- 
leſs we can if we have but the reſolution and grace 

to will. © But poverty cruſhes me within doors, 
and there is a great perſonage who will enter by 
% a golden key: Can I hinder his entrance? Can 

* I ſhut-out relief in extreme neceſſity?“ Yes: 
With a little confidence in that Gop, who fuer Wn 
us not to be tempted beyond our ſlrength, I can. _ 
„But the perſon who lays fiege to my honour ii nl 
* ſo powerful, ſo reſolute, ſo deſperate, that if | ln 
<*. open but my mouth to refuſe ; it may be ſhut-vuv R_ 
forever. n I then cry out, with a knife at n; _ 
* throat?” Yes: I ſay again. If I do not preſet le 
a few uncertain days of unreputable life to an etet- on 
nity of glory; I can. In a word, I am able; 0 d 
more than able, I am almighty in Gop : For 1 

all things in him who comforts me; unleſs under? 
counterfeit I cannot I conceal an will not. Bu! a: 
ah | There will come a day of reſtitution when 4) . 
things muſt be reſtored to their true names, vi" ee 


many an [cannot will be unmask'd, and the lapſe? WT folic 


which now are honourably call'd imbecillities 
human frailties, will be treated by the Almighty ® 


ſhameful indecencies and abſolute perverſities. y 
Flatter not yourſelves then, Chriſtians, that the men 
difficulty of reſiſting the pleaſures of the earth x Hou 
excuſe your ſurrendering you hearts to their diſccee take 
tion. * temptations cannot be more vigorons : ou! 
than thoſe of Fo/29b, It was not the Skirmiſh 0 fron 
a few hours, not a flying combat which he ſuſtain WT app: 
No, no: ſays Holy Wil. From day to day both % u 
woman was importune to the youth, and be refuſt hi 


end h. that 
Go, injure his neighbour, or ſully his purity” A 
forbidden pleaſure, he choſe to hazard 4mproe” 


ment, 


the adultery. Rather than he would offe 


nent, tortures and even death: And ſhall you 
A threaten'd, uncourted, run headMFng — 
o the courtſhip of every lawleſs delight? If he 
WE ould renounce the proffer'd advantages of this life 
ther than hazard the eternal advantages of the 
ert; ſhall Chriſtians not be able to do as much ? 
Shall a Hebrew be able to do more than a Chriſtian 
can Nay ſhall infidels actually have done more ? 
Shall one Roman general trample on power, riches, 
d vain eſteem by returning from victory to the 
ough, and another, with captive beauty at his mer- 


by: and ſenſual delight in his power to command, 


iy refuſe the flattering temptation entrance in 
heart; and Chriſtians give it admittance ? What 
ve you to fay of ſoldiers confronting all the ter- 
rs of fire and ſtcel to repel hunger? Ot miſerable 
riners boldly braving all the horrors of ſea and 
ments to flee from poverty? Did you ever act ſo 
csorouſly, hazard equally, nay hazard any thing to 
ee 2 to conquer the attachment you have 
d eart 8 pleaſures? Do you not rather run to meet 
em? Do you not hug and cherifh every joy, eve- 
pleaſure, every delight, which the flattering 
world once offers to your ſenſes ? And do you not 
meld yourſelves ſuch abje& ſlaves to it as inwardly 
= cry, like the apoſtles, on mount Tbaber: It is 
L er us to be here? 
Not but there is a very great difference between 
he apoſtles caſe and yours. Their eagerneſs in 
eſent delight was innocent, tho” it might have 
en dangerous, and was the effect of reflection's 
eence. Your eagerneſs for future, your attach- 
ent to preſent enjoyment, is not only always dan- 
ous, but generally ſinful, becauſe moſtly the ef- 
of deliberation. They were. tranſported: with 
Weir preſent delight becauſe Chriſt was with them, 
9 it was, to be with him, that they wanted to 
eentinue there. Your delight is in pleaſu res which 
ad you wide of Chriſt ; and you will perſiſt in 
the purſuit of them, at the manifeſt risk of loſing 
n forever. - O Chriſtians ! What are you about? 
be once yourſelves: Look round this flattering 
world and examin the merit of every pleaſure it has 
Vy 3 
ge; and if you find one ſingle one, which has 
udity or certainty : Nay L ſay more, if you find 
ere which is not extremel dangerous to purſue, 
bitter to poſſeſs, I wil *. recommend it 
you. But if you cannot find one earthly eney- 


g 


vent but what muſt coſt you your „Jour eaſe, 
your reputation, your life or health, or all; even 
take my advice: Never give them admittance to 


our hearts; keep them at a diſtance, reſiſt them 
— their beginning and renounce, from their firſt 
* 1es, every internal intercourſe with them. 

us will you] ſecure to yourſelves that felicity, 
which is lawful fo to wiſh in this life, and 
that eternal hap you are created for. in the. 
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next: And which I beſeech Gop, Sc. In the 


Name, &c. 
Second InprcT1oN of the PASSION. 


OF all the crimes which human nature is ſo apt 
to fall into, there is no one which leaves behind it, 
in the heart of a criminal, ſo acute a ſting and ſo 
laſting a repentance as the ſhedding of human blood. 
The horror which this crime indelibly ſtamps on the 
imagination of an aſſaſſin is a kind of hideous mi- 
mic of that all-wife providence which draws good' 
out of evik For it melts cruelty into compaſſion, 
enmity into friendſhip, and the moſt implacable ha- 
tred into the ſofteſt love. No ſooner has a man 
hunted his real or fancied adverſary to death, than 
his deſtructive vengeance ſubſides to make way for 
ſelf-tormenting pity : And, like the coral-tree which 
harden'd. out of it's element ſoftens when reſtor'd' 
to it's native flood, implacable as his foul was while 
torn from the bowels of humanity, no ſooner is it 
dipp'd in fraternal blood than it mollifies him into 
ſympathetic diſtreſs : The object of his guilt be- 
comes the ſubje& of bis repentance, 'and forcibly” 
compels him with unfeigned' remorſe to bewail the- 
deceaſed, in the character of an injured friend, 
whom, while living, he purſued in the miſtaken 
ſhape of an injurious enemy. An inſtance of this 
was the em GG who, as hiſtory informs 
us, after killing his brother Geta, was — with 
ſo deathleſs a remorſe, that to his e he could: 
never more hear his name utter'd or behold his re 
ſemblance, tho* but in a picture, without breaking 
forth into a flood of diſconſolate tears. 1 

Ah Chriſtians, | Chriſtians I If the murder of a> 
brother, of a neighbour, a mere man, 2. ſinful 
man, a very enemy, can ſoften into pity, grief 
and inconſolable repentance,, the hearts of the: 
moſt harden'd butchers; how comes it;. that the 
eyes of the moſt tender Chriſtians cannot find. a: 
tear to mourn the aſſaſſinatiotrof their injured brother, 
father, friend and Gop and Saviour? That Sacred! 
Jesvs, at whoſe awful name. you bow your heads, 
and bow, hope, your hearts, appear'd on earth to 
act in all theſe characters, in man's behalf. And 
he who thought it no robbery to be bimſelf equal o 
Gov, lower d himſelf for love of man, taking ub. 
en bim the form-of- a ſervant; mau to the likeneſs 
of man, and in @ habit found as man. And what” 
requital did man make him. for all this exceſs of oY 
bounty? Why---—his requital was a painful, cruelly . 
painful; multiplied, ignominious, lingering death,” _ 
terminated on a'ſhameful*crof#? And of the almoſt _- - 
infinit number of men who combined inthe un- 

q g 4 


teſul deicide, where is the man who relenta rt 
bewails him? How often, beloved, Ja you, eval . 
. © Philipp, ii. | * , +3 
6+ 2995 23 N Fou;. 
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you, hear his ſacred name pronounced And which 
of yo 


u ever pays to it the tribute of a tear ? How 
frequently do you behold the ſacred ſemblance of 
your injured Ixs us in a crucifix | And which of you 
ever bathed it with compunctive moiſture ? Ah ! Go 

and learn of ſavages the art of melting into tears. 
»Twas not the canvas or the colours Boſfian wept 
for, but the inhuman fratricide, which thoſe, work'd- 
up into the likeneſs of his brother, put him in mind 
of A crucifix is but a crucifix, make the moſt-of 
it: And ivory and wood are ſtill but ivory and wood ; 
and barely view d as ſuch deſerve our fpittle rather 
than our tears. But ahl who can behold them 
thrown into the ſad disfigured form of an aſlaſſina- 
ted Saviour, without remembring the outra 
injuries he endured for and from ourſelves? Who 
can remember theſe, and yet forbear to weep. 
Surely then, Chriſtians, you are under ſome ex- 
treme miſtake, and comfort yourſelves, with think- 
ing, you had no hand in this unnatural murder. 
But ah | To our misfortune, you and Lare parties 
as much concern'd as any in the cruental fratricide. 
For our crimes did Ixsus die: Each, each of us 
was preſent in his mind and preſent in the cauſe: 
And; had ithere been no other crimes, to die for 
thoſe would have kill'd him. We. then, 
the reſt, pronounced the fatal ſentence: Theſe 
guilty hands.of ouxs ſubſcribed the deadly warrant, 
and even; executed it ; And Gon may: juſtly ſay to 
e of us, as once to Cain, *' the voice of thy 
bnotber”s blood tries to ne from the earth. Whence 
then, whence: is it that every cheek is dry, where 
every heart ſhould weep with tears of blood? Had: 
Chriſt been leſs. than mam; had He, at beſt, but 
been a ſtranger, nay; an enemy, ſo. far from Gop 


words can utter and no tongue can tel ay 
which Jxsus, guiltleſs Jes us, felt for you and me. 
All I can do is, by the helpof words, to ſhew you, how © 
inexpreſſible his ſufferings were; that you may ga- 
ther thence, how endleſs your condolence and con- 
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and friend and brother to us; the cruelties he ſuf. 
fer d had been enough to draw a ſea of tears from 
Chriſtian eyes. But ah! the misfortune is, that 
Chriſtians ſeldom refle& upon his ſufferings. You 
either never read his paſſion in the goſpel, or if you 
read it, *tis not with the ſeriouſneſs you read a no- 


vel with: but with the diſſipation of a news-paper, - 


you read it over only to forget it. Fain would 1 
therefore fix it in your minds by giving you a juſt 
idea of it. But that, alas, is quite impoſſible. No 

{ the agonies 


trition ought to be. This I ſhall do on next Good- 


Friday, in an imperſect recital of the Paſſion: Ad 
hope to fee a crouded audience and ſee it bathed in 
tears, But I ſhall fright you if I talk of croudſ. 
on by crouds of 


Jrsus may be haled and t 
rabble: But you, alas, are too tender to bear a little 
crouding, for his ſake. Leave then theſe walls the 
proxies: of your grief: 'Theſe walls, like rocks, 


ſhall, ſhall rend in-twain with grief, while you, leß 


yielding than the rocks, ſit ſnug and unconcern'd, at 
home. Or, if you chuſe to come and triumph: over 
Jesus's ſufferings with dry 


eſpecially be ſure. to keep out: 


canibals but Chriſtians, 
hom J hope to fee, that 


where am I? Not amon 
andzealous: Chriſtians : 


day, tramform'd from crouds of criminals to crous 
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And: when # ad Caſi-apt the devil, the dumb» 
man. ſpoke, and the.crouds, wore eftonifiid.: : 11 
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T.is a. part, beloved faithful,.and vot.the let 
I N the devil's artifice, once he poſſeſſes a 
| foul by fin, to render it ſpiritually dumb; that, by 
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16v0 21 Aid 10 il wor doteing 
robbing it of the means of applying for a remedy) 
he may eſſectually maintain his tyrannic domino 
over it. A ſtratagem this, which: he 3 
ptactiſed upom the ſaula of ſinners ; und, alas, 11 
tap trequent.and fatal ſucceis. Bot akt how BY 
ny unhappy ati minala are there not! ĩnitche ue, 
to this day as heretofote, whoz! ſenſibly fualint a 
bitter effects of Satan's arbitrary oppreſſion, oe b 
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z even ſhut the 
doors, nay barricade them; - leſt fome retentinz 
heart ſhould enter to interrupt your quiet. 'The 
or they 2c 

is friends and-fellow-ſufferers in this life, and may __ 
even force a tear from you by their example. But 
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ery hour, every inſtant, groan under the un- 
Oo dly weight of — 2 conſcience | Yet 
have they not either courage or reſolution to diſ- 
burden themſelves at the feet of that Divine Lord 
who ſo graciouſly invites all, who labour and are bea- 
dy- laden, + to accept relief and refreſhment from 
him, in the Holy Sacrament of Penance ! But 
FE whence proceeds this ſtrange this lamentable incon- 
—_ ſiſtency ? Alas! It ariſes from a guilty want of 
= ſpeech. Alas! They are poſſeſt with a dumb-de- 
vil, who artfully ties-up their tongues from com- 
plaining of their grievances to the ſpiritual phyſici- 
an in the ſacred tribunal of confeſſion ; and either 
WE ſuffers them not to approach to Gop's miniſter for 
WE a cure, or when they approach, curbs their reſolution 
rom laying open their evils in order for a cure. Poor 
unhappy creatures ! Miſerable dupes of their own 
BY — racy ! How do I not compaſſionate them? 
And who can forbear ſhedding tears of concern in 
ſight of ſuch thoughtleſs perverſity, which is ſo 
much the more to be deplored as the muteneſs of 
= the ſoul is inexpreſſibly more fatal, as well as more 
frequent, than that of the body? And therefore is 
cis ſpiritual dumbneſs of more dangerous tenden- 
ey than that of the ſenſe ; not only becauſe the fa- 
cdulties of the ſoul are infinitly ſuperior in nature 
and office to thoſe of the fleſh, but alſo becauſe it 
requires an infinitly greater miracle from the hand 


ot Gop to cure the former than the latter - Jzsus 
—_ C1xz1sr, we find in the goſpel for this day, with 

die ſingle aſſiſtance of a merciful word, diſpoſſeſſes 
| the carnally dumb-man,. of the devil who lock'd 
up his utterance ; and with the ſole courteous ex- 


ent to the uſe of his ſpeech. In fact, the dumb- 
= man ſpeaks, and the gapin mult tudes are aſfto- 
niſb'd. ard well may they wonder: The mira- 
cle is great indeed, For if the dumb-man ſpeaks ; 
then he muſt be cured. This is a natural conſe- 
— in a carnal ſenſe. Ah! would I could 
ay as much in a fpiritual one. But alas! 
there are many ſpiritual mutes, who are help'd 
to the facility of utterance; who are not 
therefore cured. On the reverſe, tho? preventing 
grace ſets their tongue at liberty; all the uſe they 
make of the miraculous mercy, is, to ſtrengthen the 
chains with which the devil holds them in ſlavery. 
They ſpeak, in good truth; but they are not cured 
of the dumb- devil Who poſſeſſes them; becauſe they 
do not take care to ſpeak what they ought and as 
they ought. Don't imagin, Chriſtians, that I am 
tiſhing now for matter to make you miſerable; or 
that I want to trouble the tranquillity of your con- 
ſcience by raiſing in them unneceſſary ſcruples. No, 
no: Too dear to me is the happinets of every indi 
vidual- among you, too much de I wiſh you the 
„ te,, nen er 19113 er 
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_— of internal peace to diſturb it where it is 
real. But after all, what confuſion can be more fa- 
tal than a fallacious peace? What diſorder more 
dangerous than a ſupine tranquillity in the midſt of 
ruin? And what better is the peace of a multitude 
of modern Chriſtians? For to ſee them every day 
confeſling their fins, yet every day repeating them; 
to ſee the frequent confeſſions and applications to the 
Divine Euchariſt attended with little other fruit than 
as frequent relapſes ; to ſee that every Eaſter finds 
thoſe very perſons greater ſinners than ever, whom 
but a year before it ſeem'd to have transform'd to 
ſerious penitents; who but muſt ſuſpect, that their 
peace is not real, that their cure is feign'd, that 


they are ſpiritual mutes in confeſſion, or, at leaſt, 


that the mutes do not ſpeak to the purpoſe. But 
let us ſpeak plain: For my own part, it makes me 
ſhrewdly ſuſpe& that many confeſſions are fruitleſs, 


many 3 many not only null but ſacrilegi- 
d 


ous; that the devil, inſtead of being caſt-out, has 
eſtabliſh'd his deſpotic dominion in the ſouls of 
ſuch with greater tyranny than ever; and that the 
major part of mankind are in this like thoſe unha 
creatures, who drown themſelves in the bath whic 
they went into for a cure. To apply then a ſea- 
ſonable remedy to ſo deſperate and general a diſor- 
der, I ſhall now endeavour, with the Divine-afſiſts 
ance, to lay before you in all their horror. 


I The abuſes committed in the Holy Sacrament 
of Penance, by which the confeſſions of a mul- 
titude of Chriſtians are render d not only in- 
valid, but oftentimes ſacrilegious, and for the 
major part at leaſt ſruitleſs : And EQN 

he cauſes of ſuch abuſes, and the means of 
removing them. -> vas) 


IL 


« Aſſiſt me, Spirit divine! For Thou alone 
c can'ſt do it. Aſſiſt me to caſt- out of every chrĩ- 
c ſtian breaſt, this ſpeechleſs devil; who, not con- 
ce tent to rule us with deſpotic tyranny, labours to 
© make us tools in eternizing our own flavery. 
Give me the heavenly energy which may ſuffice 
© to make theſe Chriſtians: feel the mad extrava- 
„ gance of working this ſacramental remedy for 
© fin into the poiſon of damnation: And ſince, 
« dear Lord, in thy. exceſs of mercy, thou haſt 
„ youchſafed to leave thy | miniſters the power of 
««- releaſing us from the guilty chains of ſin and ſas — 
© tan; O!] For pity's ale permit us not to loſe the 
*« ineſtimable benefit by a more guilty ſilence, or by 
« a ſenſeleſs undigeſted narrative of crimes, preg · 
“ nant with one ſtill greater than them all.“ | 


I. What inſlitution is there ſo ſacred, ſo divine, 
which our corruption does not abuſe ? Reverſed by 


is 


* 


— 


is ted into evil. Gop deſign'd that by con- 
feſſion 8 

who could dream, if experience did not ſhew it to 
us broad awake, that any of us could be ſo outrage- 
ouſly perverſe as to make uſe of it to plunge ourſelves 
into that ſtate deeper and deeper ? And how many, 
alas, could confeſſions be made public, would there 
not appear, whoy, inſtead of confeſſing their ſins, go 
to the confeſſional the better to concgal them | Their 
perfections the prieſt is ſure of being inform'd of, 
directly or obliquely : The failings of a husband, 
of a wife, of a relation or an acquaintance he 1s 
ſure to have forced upon him: But of their own 
fins, he is leſs certain after confeſſion than before 
Or if they do confeſs certain foibles which they are 
neither aſhamed of nor ſorry for; it is only to give 
2 confeſſor the leſs miſtruſt of the greater crimes 
they are reſolved to ſtifle. O daring perfidy! O 
inſolent ſacrilege l Is this recurring for a cure to the 


"BY ee ? Or is it not rather perverting his pre- 


ption into ruin? Is this appealing Gop? Or 
not rather inſulting him? Ah beloved what then 
can tempt you to a& thus ? If you mean not to re- 
veal the deformity of your ſouls : why make them 
more deformed by a ſacrilegious hypocriſy ? Why go 
to confeſſion ll ? Or if you go to confeſs your 
| fins, why ſtiflekany?. It is not with the tribunal of 
Chriſt as with the bar of the world. At the earth- 
j bar you have indeed oftentimes a pitileſs judge, 

* the very ſternneſs of whoſe countenance is enough 
to inſtill horror into a criminal, and anticipate in him 
all the agonies of his execution; a jury, perhaps, 
which with a thouſand. croſs-queſtions ſhall draw 
your very condemnation from your own mouth ; wit- 
neſſes to confront you; ſcribes to record your in- 
famy; and a crouded audience to publiſh your 
Same: If you refuſe to plead; there are tortures 
to compel you: If you plead innocent you are per- 
ſieecuted with redoubled rigour: If you plead guilty; 
ou are at once condemn'd, loaded with fetters and 
ed away to jail : But to jail, did I ſay? You are 
dragg'd to a condemn'd cell, to a dungeon, loaded 
with terrors, with confuſion, with irons, never to 
ſee the light of any day but that laſt which is to 
ide you to an infamous gibbet. But at the tri- 
of Chriſt, at the tribunal of confeſſion, you 

are ſure to meet with nothing like this. On the 
reverſe: the lenity, the tenderneſs, the diſcreti- 
on you there are ſure to meet with | Your ſupreme 
I is the merciful Is us: Your mediator is 4 
ympathizing brother, whoſe native frailty calls a- 
loud on him to feel for you and compaſſionate your 
weakneſs: Vourſelf are your ſole accuſer, proſecutor 
and witneſs: And you may with ſafety plead guilty 
to the moſt enormous crimes ; ſince your Gop and 
Judge requires you to plead guilty, merely becauſe 
wants you to live, and not y to live but to 
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we ſhould riſe out of a ſtate of ſin; and 


.thers of the deſert. | 
vor of an intenſe contemplation, his prayer is inter- 
rupted with a ſpiritual viſion; and in it he perceives 


reign, and to teign eternally, Why then ſtifle an 
ſin at ſo merciful a bar? Why not lay open with 
ſincerity all diſorders in your fouls, that they may 
be removed? Why envenom the ſource which 1s 
pregnant with life? Or why fill your mouths with 
poiſon, to drink from that ſalukry ſource the 
draught of death ? Are you aſhamed of laying open ' 
your diſeaſe to your divine phyſician? Do you bluſh 
to reveal your infirmities to his miniſter as infirm, 
by nature as yourſelves : Ah what an illuſion of ſa- 
tan | Ah what madneſs of. yours to ſecond his pro- 
ject rather than the deſign of Gop! His deſign 
was that ſhame ſhould ſerve you as a bridle to fin : 


Why will you make it the ſpur to guilt? Why will. 
you let the monſter perſuade you to bluſh at gon- 


feſſion, who diſſuades you from it every where elſe? 
Ah! Believe me for once: The bluſhes he then 
ſuggeſts to you, are the retaliations of a traitor, 2 
We read to this purpoſe a viſion of one of the f- 
Once on a time amidſt the fer- 


in ſpirit the devil very buſy about a confeſſional 
throng'd with penitents. Shock'd at the horrid 


| ſight, yet re- invigorated by innocence, the holy her- 


mit intrepidly queſtions the fiend, avhat he was di- 


ing tber! © Doing, ſays the Devil? I am making | f : 3 | 


“ reſtitution.” Strange paradox ! Satan making re- 
ſtitution ! 'The author of 

ſter of juſtce ? V 4 
* king reſtitution, I am reſtoring to penitents 
* what I took from them before they were ſuch. 


* I robb'd them of ſhame, while they were fin- Y 


* ning ; that they might accumulate fin upon fin: 
And now they have ſinn'd I reſtore them bac 
* their bluſhes ; that they may want courage to 
& rid themſelves of thoſe ſins by confeſſion.” lt 
is even ſo, Chriſtians ? Whatever authority the fat 
may be built on the moral is ſolid. This is a fre- 
quent artifice of our common enemy. Many are 
the Chriſtians, I fear, whom ſatan himſelf ſends to 
the confeſſional, and even permits unmoleſted to ac- 
cuſe themſelves of many fins; only that he ma} 
draw them unawares, by concealing fome favour 
vice, to commit another ſtill greater, and thereby 
deſtroy the whole validity as well as benefit of the 
ſacrament. © For grace is indiviſible, and he who 
- — one part of this great law is made gui”?) 

„ , 10a | 


Thus does this enemy to our happineſs, in order 
to ſecure his! dominion over us, invert the 1 
natural order of things, which Gop's ineffable 
dom diſpoſed with the deſign to bring us to the po- 
ſeſſion of himſelf.- This is an obſervation as old 35 St. 
Fobs Chryſo/tom's memory who taught it us. GoD 
* 


Jay the eint, requires ſhame to be a > 10 
} 


* 


all fraud become a mini- 
es, replies the rebel, I am ma- 


mw 4 > A mm © ww am rw nid ww i 


« (in and confidence to confeſſion: But the devil 
&«. inverts this bleſſed diſpoſition of Divine Provi- 
« gence and endeavours to annex confidence to fin 
| £4 ſhame to confeſſion.” While we are in a ſtate of 
juſtification, what does not the infernal traitor doz 
what does he not try, to ſeparate us from guar- 
dian grace? Before the will he throws every al- 
lurement which may entice it to fin; and the more 
eaſily to compaſs his wicked purpoſe robs Virtue, 
or aims at leaſt at robbing it, of it's moſt faithful 
handmaid, modeſt ſhame : Well knowing that, 
Ws where Modeſty is not bye to lend an upholding 
arm, Virtue and Grace ſoon ſicken and give ſin way 
co advance erefore does the fiend, while we 
are at parley with ſin, paint it in the moſt pleaſing 
colours poſſible, as ſomething exceedingly delight- 
ful in the purſuit, ineſtimable in it's poſſeſſion, and 
attended with no evil conſequences, or ſuch as, the 
worſt come to the worſt, may be eaſily repair'd. 
* Pooh! It is but a trifling crime after all: And 
we are Young : We may then have time to re- 
pent of it, we may hereafter confeſs it, leave it 
off, and even atone for it to Almighty Gop ; 
and Gop, who knows the frailty of our nature 

is merciful and will readily pardon us for aſkin 
© him to do it.” Thus labours the perfidious fend 
00 rob us of ſhame while he is tempting us to fin. 
BE But----have we ſtretcht-out our hands to the gilded 
W bait ? Like ſome deluſive imagery. the effect of ma- 
nic ſpells, it in an inſtant changes ſhape and colour: 
And when we think of confeſſing it; it ſwells to 
ſuch a hideous figure and enormous bulk, that we 
bluſh at the bare propoſal of confeſſing it: Egregi- 

ous idiots, as we are thus to hoard-up . 0s 
an endleſs more intolerable confuſion in the end. 
o what then ſhall I compare. ſuch ſenſeleſs con- 
duct, better than to the folly of an 'unguarded wo- 
man, who, heedleſs of her virgin honour, too 
lightly parts with it; and then as fooliſhly ſtifles 
her diſgrace from the friend who might con- 
ceal it; and ſtifles it till the pangs of labour render 
her infamy univerſal and deathleſs. Ah! too truly, 
too frequently are the words of the Prophet veri- 
fied in the perſons of modern Chriſtians. The ini- 
guity of Epbraim is biund-up, and bis fin is con- 
ceaPd: But the pains of a woman in labour ſball 
come upon bim at laſt. * Yes, O perverſe Sinners 
Yes, O ſacrilegious pretenders to penance } Be aſ- 
ſured, whoever you are, thit this will be your ir- 
remediable caſe, if you perſiſt long in fuch'crimi- 
nal filence. The pangs of Death will come upon 
you: Your fins] will fly in your faces: And . 

conſciences will ſting you with intolerable remorſe 
No Confeſſor by to diſburden you of them. Or 
if you have One near you; Satan will mock your 
endeavours to profit by the Prieſt you have ſo often 
. 4 ' y 
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impoſed upon with mock confeſſions, when 
diſbanded — once more becomes maſter of — 
will rob you in turn of the benefit of the aſſiſtance 
of Gop's Miniſter : And your diſgrace, which you 
might have prevented ſo eaſily, ſo cheaply, will be 
reſerved till the excrucating tortures of deſpair 
publiſh your infamy on a death-bed, to render it as 
endleſs as it will be univerſally expoſed to the whole 
attentive world in the day of general ſcrutiny. Ah 
Sinners ! What are you about? Do you forget the 
nice diſtinction of Eccleſiaſtes. There is, ſays he, 
a confuſion which leads to fin: And there is a con- 
fuſion which leads to glory. + Surely, if Shame be 
ever required, it is not at the ear of a Confeſſor, 
whither you are invited to throw-off your fins. 
No, no: That is a ſhame which tends only to keep 
the chains of guilt on you, to hurry you farther 
into the ſlavery of Satan: That is the dumb-devil 
who labours to keep poſſeſſion of you: That, in 2 
word, is the confuſion which tends to fin : And 
therefore to infamy and eternal deſtruction. Surely 
I ſay, on the contrary, if ever bluſhes are ſeaſona- 
ble, it muſt be only when you are ſinning againſt 
the Lord your Gop. Ah Chriſtians! Yes: 
When you are tempted to fly in the face of your 
Divine Maker; Or, when you feel a reluctance to re- 
turn to him whoſo gracioully invites you ; then, then 
indeed, and only then have you reaſon to bluſh; 
'Then and only then you ought to be cover'd with 
horror and confuſion. For then your ſhame may 
be a confuſion tending to a reconciliation with your 
injured Lord, a confuſion which leads to glory. Of 
two evils, is it not ever adviſable to chuſe the leaſt ? 
Surely then, O ſinners, to humble yourſelves at the 
ſacred inviolably ſacred bar of confeſſion before one 
man muſt be infinitly more eligible than, for want 
of ſo doing, to be cover'd with public infamy before 
the whole univerſe in the general judgment. And once 
ou have forfeited grace for ſin; one of theſe two 
— is the inevitable — * —j Chuſe 
then which you think is moſt eligible : , you j udge 
yourſelves, you ſhall not be judged, as the apoſtle 
aſſures you. But if you are too delicate, ſays 
« the Lord by the mouth of one of bis prophets ; if 
c you are too lenitive with 2 to paſs ſenterc2 . 
« on your own guilt; if, in ſhort, you wait till I 
“ judge you; I will ſtamp your fins on your fore 
& heads: and will expoſe your injguity to all nati- 
6 ons.” Say then, Q-belov thren : Why 
muſt this dumb-devil be cheriſh'd amidſt us? Why 
ſhall we feel ſuch repugnance at disburdening our- 
| ſelves in confAlion to Gop's miniſter, of thoſe 
crimes which we committed with ſo much. facility? 
Why conceal the wound which -caynot ' be* cured 
without being reveal'd? | 1 | 
© Butwhowould be ſo 
| '+ Feeleſ iv. 
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their ſins and concealing their inward 
c wounds? There are not- many it is to be hoped, 
who make ſo familiar with ſacrilege as abſolutely 


to paſs over their ſins in ſilence when at confeſſion. - 


But then many there are, who mntter them be- 


' tween their teeth, rather than confeſs them; many 
who palliate them with a thouſand excuſes; —_ 


who gild them over to the eye of the confeſſor ſo 
artfully as to render it very difficult for him to diſ- 
cover the bitter, the poiſon, their ſins are full of. 
Ah! And is not this a grievous, very grievous abuſe, 


nay the worſt of abuſes, if we credit St. Peter Da- 


mian ? There is no evil in human nature more 
« da uſly heinous than to ſtand up indthe de- 
*< fence.of vices committed, ſays the Saint.” O 
Chriſtians, Chriſtians! You go to the foot of 
that prieſt in his confeſſional: And for what? Is it 
not Gop, who, by the inward voice of his grace 
ſpeaking to your .conſciences, ſends you to that 
prieſt, as he ſent the leper in St. Matthew: Re- 


member then what your Saviour has ſaid to that le- 


per and to every-one of you: Go, and ſbew your- 
elf to the Prieft. lt is yourſelves you are to ſhew 


not your. neighbour: it is your, interior, not your 


figure and dreſs. Would it not, think you, have 
oſs piece of ſtupidity in that leper ; if, in- 
Read of revealing. his uncleanly diſeaſe to the prieſt, 
he had labour'd to conceal it, and amuſed himſelf 


with telling him what a leprous condition ſuch a re- 


lation, ſuch a neighbour, ſuch an acquain- 
tance was in, and had like to have drawn 
even him into? And why then will you, O 

iſtians, as too many of you do, overlook 
Nur own diſorders to conteſs thoſe of your neigh- 


urs; when yourſelves are, and you ought to 


think yourſelves the only guilty there? “ Go then, 


* ſays St. Ambroſe, and ſhew, every-one, yourſelf : 
Go ſhew; not yours, but yourſelf ; not to de- 
*<. nounce' others, but to renounce yourſelf up to 
#* Gop; that, thoroughly cleanſed from the filth 


of former actions, you may conſecrate to his Di- 


vine Majeſty a victim which ſhall pleaſe him for 


55, the future.” 
* But I have charity enough for you, beloved au- 


ditors, to hope that you have faithfully confeſt all 
your fins, without bringing- in others as parties con- 
cern'd,to leſſen the prieſt's attention to your guilt, at 
the expence of their characters. I will believe that 


vou have been penitent enough to impeach No- 
body but yourſelves: And that you have acknow- 
ledged your crimes with a great deal of ſincerity. 


But then ſhall I do you any injury in ſuſpecting 
that you overlook many — details relating to 


ie circumſtances, of thoſe crimes? What if you 
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i ally to preſent themſelves to the ſacred tribunal 


© of confeſſion to impoſe upon God's miniſter by 
A ſtifling 


are, perhaps, a churchman or ſtateſman ? Will it, 
think you, be ſufficient to accuſe yourſelf as a man 
of your private offences? No, no: There are the 
neglects of your public duty: There are your 


breaches of public truſt : There are the ſanctions, 


the encouragements you have given to public vice, 


by your ill-example or indolence: All which muſt 
be confeſt. Or it may be, that you are, father, mother, 
guardian, governor or ſuperior : Your private faults 


then are but one half of your confeſſion; and that, 


R the leaſt half. There are the ſins of the 


head: Thoſe children uninſtructed; thoſe ſervants 
ill- treated; thoſe inferiors oppreſt, or encouraged 


in vice, or not provoked to virtue; thoſe orphans, 
thoſe ſubjects, that ſociety defrauded, inſulted, tyran- 
nized-over ; the honour, the intereſts, the harmo- 
ny, the happineſs (general and particular) of that 


body civil or religious, entruſted to your govern- | 


ment, and nevertheleſs negleQed, injured, given-up, 
betray'd by your ſelf-love, ambition, avarice, or re- 
venge, or ſcandalous behaviour: All, all theſe, a: 
well as your private ſins, and more than they, are 
neceſſary matter of confeſſion; Are you prelates, 
judges, little ſovereigns in your own eſtates ? What 
are the crimes of the man in their conſequences to 
the crimes of the prelate, of the judge, of the 
prince? Ah! Little will your confeſſion avail, if to 
the ſins of your private part of life” you neglect to 


add thoſe of the prelate who has eccleſiaſtics to ani- 
mate with zeal ; of the judge who has juſtice to 


adminiſter; of the prince who has the injured to 


right, the oppreſt to protect, the worthy to reward, 
I That famous emperort 


the wicked to puniſh, 
Charles the fifth being ons on a time on a jour- 
ney, unaccompanied with his ordin 
reſented himſelf at the feet of the firſt he met with 
in a towfi” he paſs'd through on his his way: And, 
happily for him, this worthy eccleſiaſtic was one of 
thoſe faithful diſpenſers who have no more reſpet 
for crimes under the mantle of royalty, than under | 
the rags of mendicity. The emperor having finiſh'd 
his confeſſion, it was a charm to hear the holy cor- 
feſſor, without loſing the reſpe& due to his ſovereig, 
thus aſſume with intrepidity the authority of the 
director over his penitent. O CHARLES, be crit), 
* every where elſe emperor, here a criminal 
„ Charles, every where elſe my ſovereign, bete 
my pupil, my child! Thy confeſſion is not ei 
& half made. Hitherto thou has't confeſt the . 
« of Charles: But what are the ſins of Caſs! 
« How are your provinces govern'd? How at 
* your treaſuries managed? Are your revenues 1 
* ſed, with equity or oppreſſion ? How 1s yo 
64 court regulated Are your nobles orderly f 
* .centious ? Is juſtice publicly adminiſter'd with - 
* tegrity or partiality? Are public grievance? 
«* dreſt? Are public miniſters true to public . 


9 


confeſſor, 


g „ and compell'd ſo to be? Are your armies well 
"mY « diſciplin'd in the art of ſtorming heaven as well 
be « .« a town? Is merit rewarded? Is guilt chaſti- 
wach Wc (cd ? Is war never waged unjuſtly at the immenſe 
_ = profuſion of innocent blood? Are foreign domi- 
ice, ( nions never invaded more upon. pretext than juſt 
uſt == title? More out of ambition thon reaſon? More 
er, from arrogance or revenge than from neceſſity ? 
Its Are your own ſufficiently defended, improved 
at,. © and edified ? Is piety promoted by your example 
the WF and zeal? And is vice and ſcandal ſuppreſt by 
cs pour vigilance and wiſdom ? Theſe, theſe, O 
ed my ſon, are matters you have yet to clear-up, 
ns, ere your confeſſion be compleat.”” Charm'd, in 
an- 9, with ſuch a noble goſpel: freedom, the pious 
10- prince re-enter'd with a — recollection into his 
hat en ſoul, and, ſifting his heart upon all this, came 
- och from the ſacred tribunal, corrected, amended, 
up, nd ſenſible of many faults, which till then he had 
re- never employ'd a ſingle thought upon: And depart- 

33 ed ſo ſatisfied as to own, to — of his confidents, 
arc chat “ till then he had never learnt the art of making 
tes, “a good confeſſion.” Ah Chriſtians ! Give me 
hat leave to ſpeak thus to many of you. You 1 
; to confeſt the ſins of the man, of the woman: But 
the v bhere are the ſins of your ſtate, of your condition? 
10. y render the confeſſion of the former offences 
t to Pr uicleſs by omitting to confeſs the latter? You have 


gc onfeſt the ſins you have committed yourſelves: 
but why pals over in ſilence the fins you have made 
r ſoffer'd to commit, through the abuſe or neglect 
f your ſtation ? Theſe ſins, as well as your own, 

ou may reveal, without expoſing your neighbour, 


een: Which is not to be done. Confeſſion is not a 
bar of ſcandal: And therefore we are not to render 
= odious by 2 faults of a neighbour, 

even to a confeſſor: And a confeſſor who knows 
lis duty will not ſuffer you to do it. Nay if curio- 

c ſhould tempt him to ask you the names of per- 

ſons to whofe fins you confeſs yourſelves acceſſa 

_ you cannot without a. fault gratify him. But then 
= you may eaſily, without offending; againſt charity, 


where you have room to ſay it, 'tis a neceſſary mat- 


you have done by yourſelf or others, and to ſtifle the 


later than you could have done it? That you defer'd 
till to-morrow what ſhould have been done to-day? 
That you put-off to afterwards what ſhould- have 
been done immediately ? 


All, all this ſhould be confeſt : All this ſhould be 
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Without telling the name, or pointing-out the per- 


fay: © I have by oppreſſions, by my counſel, by 
* my command, by my example, by m * 
cauſed others to commit this or that in. And 


ter of confeſſion. Why are you to confeſs the evil 


good you might and ought to have done, but did 
not do? Why not confeſs the doing good a month 


told, in order to confound the dumb-devil and put 


T4 5: 
him to flight. But ah how few Chriſtians are there 
who confeſs themſelves thus | Few, very few indeed 
are the penitents who thus approach to the holy ſa- 
crament of confeſſion. And therefore ſmall, very 
ſmall, I fear, is the number of thoſe who reap any 
conſiderable benefit from confeſſion, who chaſe the 
dumb-devil effeQually from their hearts: While' 
many, very many rather ſtrengthen their own chains 
and eſtabliſh the ſerpent's tyranny over them, by 
continuing voluntarily dumb, by ſpeaking only by 
halves, or remaining mute in a ion while they are 
loud in words. 
This brings me to mind the myſtical lamentati- 
on of the Royal penitent, where he ſays: Becauſe I 
kept ſilenee, my bones are grown old, while I cried- 
out all the day long. But ! how ſhall we reconcile 
this ſeeming paradox ? If he cried-out ; how could 
he keep ſilence? If he was ſilent; how could he 
at the ſame time cry-out? Becauſe I kept filence---- - 
while I cried- ont? Is there any conſiſtency in this? 
Yes, Beloved, yes: It is poſſible: It is more than 
poſſible ; for it is fact, that Chriſtians too often, at 
one and the ſame time, . cry-out and keep ſilence. 
He who cries not out as he ought, is noitly dumb. - 
To break ſilence effectually, our actions muſt eccho 
to our voice. The man, who lies ſupine in a quag 
and calls-out for help with his tongue, but exerts 
not his limbs in concert with his voice, breaks ſi- 
lence but by halves, is (ſenſibly ſpeaking) but a 
dumb crier. - O how many mutes in this ſenſe may- 
we not number among Chriſtians ! | How many 
Chriſtians may we not: reckon dumb -in-the- very 
act of crying out. Confeſſion, N penitent's ſide, 
is a ſort of commutative,” Vindichve juſtice. On- 
one hand, it is to reſtore to Gop that glory which : 
ſin took from him; on the other, it is to revenge 
the cauſe of Gop by not letting. the offender go 
unpuniſhed. How then, beloved, can the dumb- 
man be thought to cry-out to any purpoſe: How * 
can the confeſſion be compleat, where a Chriſtian, . 
contenting himſelf with fulfilling one of theſe two 
offices of the ſacrament, neglects the other? And 
O what grievous abuſes are not committed in this 
part of conſeſſion, call'd Satisfaction ! Ho juſtly 
may we not not now o' days liken the penitential 
confeſſions of the major part of Chriſtians to that 
feuitleſs fig tree which provoked the maledictiom 
of Chriſt? Since what are their narratives in the 
confeſſional, but ſo many lifeleſs rehearſals ornament - 
ed with all the pompous-foliage of repentance but 
barren of Every.fruit. Ahl this age, this generation 


may boaſt, if it can be any honour to it, of having 
brought the: falſe delicacy. of man's perverted na- 


ture, to it's utmoſt height. . A- uſurer ſhall - go to 


_ confeſſion: and accuſe aimſelf of having defrauded- 


his dealers, ſtripp'd the widow, robb'd the orphan, ., 
* Pſalm xxxi- 2 2 
oppteſt⸗ 
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oppreſt the poor, and drain'd into his coffers, the 
very blood and marrow of the honeſt labourer. And 


the confeſſor who knows his duty ſhall only require 
in ſatisfaction for all his crying injuſtice that he re- 


ſtore the ill-accumulated hoard : And what anſwer 
ſhall he have. Alas, Father ! the penance is too 
«* grievous: The taſk is too hard: I cannot ſubmit 
* toit.” A glutton, a drunkard, a lecher, pre- 
ſents himſelf to à confeſſor and acknowledges the 
obſcenity of his paſt life. And the gentle prudent 
director enjoins him, for the chief part of his pe- 
nance. Go, and ſin no more, leſt ſomething 
% worſe befall thee. Give to the Poor for the fu- 
* ture the ſuperfluous ſums hitherto laviſhed in 
* thoſe luxurious viands: Flee from that tavern, 
* that company, break-off all intercourſe with that 
* accomplice.” And can he prevail with the peni- 
tent to acquieſce? Not at all: The fins are con- 
feſt : But not therefore renounced. © I cannot, 
«© the obſtinate mortal cries, I ſhall be laugh'd-at, 
„ T ſhall · be call'd inconftant, I ſhall be reduced to 
6 ſuffer ſome difficulties, or to renounce certain 
% conveniencies. And who can reſolve to do that?“ 
A gentleman perchance ſhall accuſe himſelf at con- 
feſſion of having made gaming his whole amuſe- 


ment; and perhaps the chief commerce of life; 


of having (in ſpite of a virtuous wife in want and 
affliction, in ſpite of children in ignorance and dan- 
ger of ruin, and in ſpite of a family left in the ut- 


moſt diſorder) waſted his days and even nights in 


handling cards and dice or in rioting from one 
place to another; and thus laviſh'd thoſe ſums 
which would have been more juſtly as well as fruit- 


fully laid out in paying ſervants their hire, in diſ- 


charging tradeſmen's bills, and providing for the 
decent ſupport of his family, for the education of 


his children: and the crying neceſſities of the 


tray the duties of his function ſhall ſay 


Poor. And the confeſſor who is not willing to be- 
to him: 
Child! I ſuppoſe you to be ſincerely ſorry for, 
* as well as ſenſible of, the Heinouſneſs of living 


«© as you have done hitherto, in a manner ſo diſe- 


“ difying, ſo unbecoming your Rank in Life. I 
preſume, by your confeſſing theſe Irregularities 


e that you are reſolved to amend of them. You 


will be pleaſed then for the future, by way of 
** penance, to retrieve the time you have loſt, and 


2 repair the injury dere to Gov, by exchanging 


cards and dice for a ſpiritual book, in which you 
may learn how to live a life more worthy of a 
* difciple of Jeſus Chriſt ; by exchanging the rio- 
* tous diſſipations of this or that companion for 


__ * edifying lectures and converſation in your own 


family, from which, youe wife, your children, 
* your domeſtics, yourſelf may receive inſtruction. 
And what effect has this ſpeech on the penitent but 
to render him refractory, and to convince his direc- 
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tor, that he was very wide' of the mark in taking 
this ſeeming penitent for a real one? Or a lady 
ſhall come all powder'd, all perfumed, to the feet of 
a prieſt, to accuſe herſelf (if happily ſhe ever reaches 
to the forming a ſcruple of it) that ſhe has laviſh'd 
the major part of her hours at the glaſs, at quadrille, 
at aſſemblies, in viſits and vanities ; whirling perpe- 
tually, like a weather-vane, from point to point 


round the whole compaſs of worldly diſſipations. al 
* Alas, ſays ber Director, this is too much, child. 
* Too freely do you abuſe the divine beneficence. 
* Gop did not give you ſo much time, that ou 
* mightdedicate to him ſo lender a part of it. Ah! 


reflect a little on the horror of idling-away, to 


'« the diſhonour of your divine benefactor, ſo much 


* leiſure given you to work your own ſalvation in, 


* and to ſeek his glory. But take courage, not- 


** withftanding what is paſt. Look forward for 
te the future; and caſt your eyes back no more on 


cc 
4 on which the church dignifies with the title of 


the devout ſex; your gracious God is ſtill res- 
„dy, with open arms to receive you to his embrz- 


ces. But to merit. this, you will be pleaſed for 
the ſatisfaCtion of his juſtice, for your ſacramer- 
tal penance, to ſhun that frequency of idle viſit, 


2 


7 of profane diverſions, of diſſipating parties ; and 


devoutly retire within your little family to pra- 
cc 


er, to devout lecture, to catechizing your chil- 


* little order and chriſtian decorum in your family.” L : 


Ab Father | It cannot be done. Do you conſider, 
that I ſhall paſs for a Devotee, be thought melanch- 


lily mad, and may be 2 all become ſo indeed? 
rfluous 


Well then throw aſide at leaſt that ſupe 
** pomp of apparel. Away with all this dangerov 
** expenſive vanity ; that you may be able to ac. 
quit your ſtewardſhip faithfully towards the pool, 
by ſharing with them the riches entruſted wit! 
* you for their ſupport.” Ab Father ! What © 
you mean ? Scarce bave I enough to appear in 
manner ſuitable to my quality. Scarce can I aff"! 

to appear like the reſt of the world in my flation: j 
cannot be done then, as you would have it. O Chi. 
ſtians? Is this going to ſacramental confeſſion? I 
this chaſing the dumb- devil? Is this breaking ſilence 
to the purpoſe, or not rather keeping ſilence while 
you cry-out? where is the concert of words 
actions in all this? Where is the ſatisfaction wh" 
is due to God's injured honour in ſuch a fruit 
repetition of the ſins by which you robb'd 224 
his glory? Where is the vindictive juſtice —_ 
your confeſſion ought to effect? And ſhall then 


: r 
frequent confeſſions AO after this 1 = 


235 4 
* 1 "= P 


oo your former conduct, but to lament and better i. nn 
re as you are of all thoſe virtues which would 
become you, as a part of that half of the creati- i 


- 
K 


** dren, inſtructing your domeſtics, and putting: 


geem'd compleat ones? No, no: They cannot paſs 
for ſuch. They abſolutely are not ſuch.  - 
Confeſſion is a tribunal erected by divine inſtitu- 
tion to ſupply, in the church, the place of Gop's 
tice. © the Holy Sacrament of Penance, ſays 
= 7:r:ulin, by pronouncing chaftiſement againſt 
WE the ſinner is the delegate of the divine indignati- 
on.“ And where is there a tribunal ſo corrupt, 
here is there a judge fo inequitable as not to pro- 
eed to ſome chaſtiſement of a criminal found guil- 
y, a criminal condemn'd out of his own mouth ? 
ro adore Gop as ſovereignly merciful, to confide 
him as the 190 of all clemency, is good, is pi- 


ant him to. ſhew mercy at the expence of his e- 
iity, without any ſatisfaction to his injured honour 
ter paid or offer'd, is wrong, is inſolent, is impi- 

us: It is, in ſhort, wanting Gop not to be Gop. 
| nd what leſs does the penitent (if we can with any 
ropriety call him ſuch) who, confeſſing himſelf an 


* Fluitable penance? Again, the holy Sacrament 
© EEnance was inſtituted by the Almighty as a ſovereign 
remedy againſt the diſeaſes of the ſoul. Let us but 
obſerve ſome ſick perſon overpower'd by the rage of 
Wa fever or the torture of an impoſthume or a ſtone ; 
Wand learn wiſdom from his conduct. A conſultati- 
on is call'd for his relief: Violent remedies are pro- 


| 43 8 ome for a violent diſtemper; and how does he be- 


have ? Does he draw back? Does he ſtorm? Does 
oe fly-out againſt the cure? No, no: Let him be 
eut, let him be torn, let him be ſear'd to the quick: 
ie ſubmits. Let the moſt nauſeous draughts be 
Preſented to him, he ſwallows them. Let the 
WIharpeſt bliſters be applied, let the moſt raging cau- 
WEſtics burn him, he endures them all. And he him- 
ſelf ſhall be the firſt to animate the trembling nurſe 
or daunted ſurgeon to their office. Health is the 

object of his eager hopes, and therefore ſoftens eve- 

pain. In ſhort, as St. Peter Chryſologus ſays, 
No cure is intolerable to a perſon whoſe life is 
dear to him.” 
every true unfeigned penitent. He who approach- 
es to confeſſion in aſpirit of ſerious penance muſt love 
Go, for the future, as much as he diſregarded him 
for the paſt : He muſt deteſt himſelf, ever after, as 
much as he fondled himſelf before. Nay, St. Au- 
guſtin maxes it the definition of a perfect penitent 
to have theſe two qualities of love for Gop and 
hatred for himſelf. A penitent, ſays be, is a man 
angry with himſelf : And all ſelſ-anger is 
founded in love, that is, in love for Gop.” Who 
ever loved Gop, without ſuffering chearfully for 
Gop ? Who ever hated himſelf ſincerely, without 
treating himſelf with rigour ? Ah Chriſtians | Be- 
lieve me: The man, who is truly penitent of his 
ſins, thinks no penance too ſevere which can re- 
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us, is excellent But to want him to be unjuſt, to 


Ah! Thus, thus is it too with d“ 
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pair the injured honour of the Gop he loves; thinks 
no puniſhment too heavy which can cleanſe him of 
the ſins he confeſſes. 
nitent, here. and there, in this happy diſpoſition. O 
how raviſh'd have I been with joy to ſee an ancient 
officer, of my 
throughout life as even to perplex me.at a general 
confeſſion to find certain matter for abſolution ; and 
yet ſo oppreſt with an exceſs of confuſion and con- 
trition for imperfections, work'd up, in his humble 
imagination, to all the horror of enormous 
crimes, as with a flood of tears to reproach me, 


with ſubmiſſive remonſtrances, for over lenity in 


giving him a penance, which the greateſt ſinners 
of you, Chriſtians, would perhaps think too exor- 
bitant a penalty! Ah Who could forbear, at ſuch 
a ſcene, the melting into tears of tenderneſs? But 
ah ! How few have I met with of ſuch penitents in 
compariſon of the many, who, offering themſelves 
at every confeſſor's feet, are like ſuch fantaſtical 


Poffender, is unwilling to repair his offence with oF ſick-men, as ſend for the phyſician to make him a 


recital of their pains and diſtempers, but when he 


comes to preſcribe a remedy to their evils, they 


grow reſtive, if not quite furious ! Such, beloved 
auditors, ſuch are the groſs abuſes commited in the 
holy ſacrament of penance, by which the confeſſions. 
of a multitude of chriſtians are render'd not only in- 
valid but often- times ſacrilegious, and for the major 
part at leaſt fruitleſs. Such the cauſes, why ſo ma- 


ny dumb- men are not reſtored io the right faculty 
of ſpeech; and, why the dumb-devil, inſtead of 


being caſt out of their hearts by the ſacramental 
grace of Chriſt, eſtabliſhes his dominion over them 
more and more. It is time then that I proceed to 
point-out to Pa the cauſes of theſe cauſes, the prin- 
ciples of theſe abuſes, and the means of removing, 
them, 


II. It is abſurd to expect, that a man ſhould go to 
confeſſion with any truly penitential ſpirit, without 
being thoroughly acquainted with his inward ſtate; 
nor can he be deſirous to puniſh himſelf or accept 
of puniſhment, without being ſenſible of his guilt, diſ- 
pleaſed with it, and reſolute to break with it. This 
requires then a previous ſerious examen of conſci- 
ence, a deep ſorrow, and a ſteady determination: 
Theſe then are neceſlary, indiſpenſably neceſſary 

reparations for a good confeſſion ;. And therefore 
by caſting an eye on the uſual method of applying 
to theſe preparations among modern Chriſtians, we 
ſhall immediately find-out the real cauſes of the lit- 
tle fruit hey now reap from the holy ſacrament of 
penance. And what is the examen of conſcience 


now in uſe? Why-—-A Chriſtian ſhall have had 


the courage to ftay away from the holy ſacrments 
for ſeveral months together, ſwelling the number of 
his fins beyond that of his days: The eve * 


I have indeed met with a pe- 


years military ſervice, ſo innocent 
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ſclemn feſtival comes: And, invited by the pioust 
pomp of the ſeaſon, or by the example of the devou 
part of the faithful, or perhaps by a certain ſome- 
thing of ſenſitive inclination which prompts him to 
do as others do, he reſolves to go to confeſſion. 
Now judge you, if, with his thoughts ſo little in 
order, he has not a hard taſk to ſurmount before 
he can regulate his accounts of ſo many hours, 
days, nay wecks, totally waſted in the licentious 
courſes of an unbridled libertinage ? Judge you, 
how a memory everſo happy, ever ſo vigorous can 
avoid being loſt and bewilder'd in the darkſome 
maze of ſo many vices. /Ah what difficulty will 
he not have to extricate himſelf from ſo many 
knotty perplexities, ſo many intrigues, ſuch a con- 
fuſion of complicated crimes! Who can help com- 
paſſionating him beforehand ? But why ſo ? On the 
contrary, obſerve but with what incredible eaſe he 
difpatches the affair. One quarter of an hour's re- 
collection ſuffices to conquer 3 difficulty, and to 
clear up to him faithfully and diſtinctly all the fins 
of the whole year. But what! A quarter of an 
hour? And can ſo little ſuffice to reckon- up a mul- 
titude of ſins, the variety of aggravating circumſtan- 
ces attending them, and the difference of their ſpe- 
cies, the miſchiefs of their ee So little 
is required and no more? Juſtly then may we liken 
a Chriſtian who examins 
who ſurveys himſelf in a glaſs. Whoever beholds 
his perſon in a glaſs, ſees himſelf, it is true; but 
ſees himſelf all together. A mirror is a momentary 
Painter ſhewing us to ourſelves, not part by part. 
t does not delineate firſt the head, -then the heart, 
then the arms, the neck, the dreſs and ſo on; But 
all in a groupe throws us out juſt as we appear be- 
fore it. Such is the talent too of thoſe examinati- 
ens of conſcience now ſo rife among Chriſtians. 
And we may compare almoſt every modern peni- 
tent to a man bebolding the countenance of bis nati- 
wity in a glaſs. * He confider'd bimſelf, and went 
V way, and bye und-bye forgot whar a one be 
was, * He has ſeen his fins, but ſeen them in a 
groupe, if not perhaps barely the very firſt out-lines 
of them; and content with this, without farther 


labour or anxiety, carries his ſhapeleſs ill-digeſted 


matter to the feet of a Confeſſor. And is this, O 
Chriſtians, to be call'd a . examen of your 
conſciences. No, beloved, no: It is a groſs miſtake. 
To examin yourſelves thoroughly, you muſt go 
more ſeriouſly to work: Your memory muſt proceed 
with ſollicitous leiſure, and look through your paſt life, 
part by part. It muſt ſcrutinize every thought of 
pride, of luſt, of envy, of rancour, of idleleſs; of im- 
piety : It muſt call to account every word of 
falſhood, of pique, of detraction, of ſcandal: It muſt 
ſummon before it every action of injuſtice, of un- 
St James i. | 


wear, Wi 


is conſcience to a man 


: T a 
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charitableneſs, of ſcandal: It muſt ſearch into all 
the occaſions of ſtumbling, remote as well as near, 
which have not been avoided : At what time, in 
what place, with what company, by what means, 
on what account or conjuncture ſo many, ſo great, 
and ſo various offences have been conſented to and 
perpetrated againſt Gop. Let every penitent then 
who is truly ſuch, erect in his mind a tribunal, which 
may be beforehand with that of the divine juſtice: 
Thither let him cite every fault he has committed: 
There let him ſearch it, let him queſtion, let him 


put it to the rack for the diſcovery of it's enormity : 5 3% 
And there, in a word, fulfilling the part of an at. 


tentive impartial judge, and, managing the cauſe ® 
with ſevereſt nicety, let him foreſtall God's ſen- 
tence, ſnatching the rod of rigour from the Al- 
mighty's hand, and force his infinit clemency to 
pronounce a full abſolution in the words of a St. 


Auguſtin : Even let us ſpare man becauſe he ha F 


© not —— himſelf.” Yet ah how fruitleſs, | 
| not this counſel prove! Where ſhall ve 
and. a penitent thus rigid with his ſins? 


It is not, that I doubt in the leaſt but what many 


Chriſtians uſe ſome ſort of endeavours to ſearch for 


their fins. But alas! too much reaſon have we to 


fear, that the major part accompany their ſearch for | : 24 


their ſins, with the deſire of not finding them: An 


hence is it, that they ſuffer their paſſions, their molt 3 7 3 
corrupted appetites, to live in perfect undiſturbe! _ 


tranquillity: In this, not unlike the ſenſeleſs Laban. | 3 


When Jacob departed with his ſubſtance and wives > 


from his ungenerous father-in-law Laben, Racbel the 
Gentil's favorit daughter robb'd him of his idos i 
and carried them off with her. When the old man 


miſs'd them mounting on his ſteed, he purſues the WY ad | 
robbers : And, coming-up with Jacob, fariouſlyre- 


— him: Why bas't thou flolen my gods * * ll 


acob pleads innocence of the matter; and Labor, 


more irritated than ever, alights, ſearches and te- 
ſearches, topſy-turvying all the furniture in the 
tents of his ſon-in-law, of his daughter Liab, and 
of the hand-maids; but all in vain: His gods a 
not there. Having enter'd into the tent of Ja 
and of Liab and of both the hand-maids, be found 
them not, + It was no difficult matter then for 

ban to perceive, as well by the change of her cour- 


4enance, which without help of words pronou 


her guilty, as by the poſture ſhe ſat in, that his at 
ful plunderer was his favorit Rachel; that Rachel, 
in a word, was actually ſecreting the idols ſhe 

robb'd him of. And nevertheleſs he never ſo 271 
as attempts to ſearch her. And why not? Ah! i 
is becauſe Rachel is his favorit: . Racbel is h 
darling, beſt-beloved doating-piece, «ys * 8 
e rable expoſitro, and therefore is he afraid to © 
* ſturb her.” O how many Labans, dear-lo 

Gere xxxi. + lbid. | al 
: | audito!s* 


«as pu” = a n —— —_ — _ a a PX 


Mitts! How many Labani are there not, in the 
WE mid of chriſtianity, who, for fear of diſturbing a 


in 

ns, favourit paſſion, under the wing of which ſome vi- 
-at, ciious idol of their ſouls is ſecreted, either ſearch not, 
and or ſearch with ſuch ſear of finding as is worſe than 
hen WE not ſearchng at all! You, O young man, have 
ich WS ſcarch'd your conſcience ;. and, in ſearching, your 
ce: conſcience has call'd-out to you: O that Billet- 
ed: RE © deux,” preſerved with ſo much tenderneſs amidſt 


the choiceſt of your rarities, and read every now 
W and then with fo much inward revolution of heart, 
ſo much fluQuation of ſenſitive ſpirits, ſo much diſ- 
order of your thoughts!“ But alas | What evil, 
you ery, can be in this? "Tis affectionate and 
yet modeſt. Tis written with the pen of deli- 

cacy itſelf, and has never yet hurt me. Thanks 
* to heaven, my heart is yet free. What harm 
* then can there be, in reading it ſometimes ? And 
* much more where can the Tn keeping it 
* in my poſſeſſion?” O lady | Have you ever at 
pour examen of conſcience reflected on that minia- 
ture lock'd-up with ſuch tender care in your ſcru- 


han 4 » hy P, | 

\ for tore? © And what occaſion for reflection? It is a 
e % r pifture done by an excellent hand: It is a maſter- 
h for piece: It is decent to the utmoſt. And can there 


= © then be harm in gazing on a picture? What 
* tho? the original may have fired my countenance, 
* can theſe lifetef colours bring any prejudice to 
* my innocence?” Tell me: Do your eyes, never 
in beholding raiſe a ſedition in your heart? Yes: 
But till, thanks to the Divine Grace, I remain 
—_ ** miſtreſs of myſelf.” And what ſurety have you, 
either of you, that, preſuming thus on the Divine 
Grace, you ſhall long continue to maintain that ſu- 

= pcriority you truſt to ſo injudiciouſly ? O lawyers! 
O merchants! O tradeſmen | There are certain 
articles in your accounts which are not ſo juſt as 
they ſhould be, even according to your own way of 
reckoning ; and much leſs according to that of Gop: 
Vet are there many yeats, that you have gone-on 
cConfefſing every month, and theſe articles are ſtill 
bett in oblivion. * But to adjuſt them rightly it 

would quite break through the oeconomy of our 
| © lucrativeintereſts. Our quiet requires that we 

* ſhould never think of them. 0 Exriſtian La- 
bans ! How ſollicitous are you in ſearching not to 
find what you ſearch fot .', O Rachel: ! 6 favorit 
paſſions ! How man idols do ybu conceal! How 


ol. I. 


hol many fins are left unſearch'd for, or ate examin'd 
nd but upericlay, for fear of diſturbing you ! Yet 
11 k ſearch you muſt, beloved faithful: You mult ſearch 
1 with eagerneſs. to find-out, not only your ſins, but 
3 all your attachments to them: You muſt endeavour 
26 to diſcover, not fo much the idols alone which are 
hve hidden in your hearts, but ſtill more the paſſio 
w_ | which conceal them. And then will allo you t 
1 be in earneſt in your examen, then I will acknow- 
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ledge you to be ſerious penitents, penitents indeed. 

ut ſome of you will tell me, perhaps, that you 
have no irregular paſſions; and nar 2h tho? ſo 
much exactitude may be requiſit for people of ve- 
hement diſpoſitions, yet you may live quiet without 
taking ſuch a deal of pains in your examen. What 
Chriſtians | You without diſorderly paſſions? Are 
you then inſenſible to love, to hatred, to envies, to 
jealouſies, to piques, to ſuſpicions? You without 
aſſions? Whence then comes that ſecret tranſport of 
joy at the ſight of a certain perſon ? That gnawing 
diſcontent, when that other is well-ſpoken-of, ad- 
vanced, or eſteem'd ? You without paſſions? Search, 
I ſay, once more, ſearch your conſciences to the bot- 
tom: And you will find but too evidently that you 
have ſcarce any thing elſe. Alas I have examin'd 
«« myſelf over and over: And yet for my part ſcarce 
* can I find ſufficient matter to compleat a confeſ- 
** fion.” Is it poſſible? O that it was not more 
probable, than your indigence is the effe& of pler- 
ty, and that the only reaſon why you cannot find 
ns in yourſelves, is that the multitude of them per- 
plexes your attention and puzzles you about where 
to begin! Ambition, Avarice, luxury and revenge, 
are now the four elements which govern the pur- 
ſuits of a chriſtian world; and chriſtians find no 
ſins to confeſs ? Luſt of power, luſt of riches, luſt o 
praiſe, divide their empire equally over the rational 
creation. Exery- one is now for fixing the charac- 
ter of man, of honour, of worth, of integrity to 
ſuch ſiniſter purſuits of ſenſuality as the modiſn in- 
iquity of the age gives countenance to: Every-one 
is for making a figure at balls, at entertainments, at 
aſſemblies, at every profane theatre, with the pa- 
trimony which ſhould paſs to their poſterity, wo- 
ven into-coftly habits, melted into expenſive diſhes, 
or wrought into extravagant equipages : Every-on: 
is for over-topping every equal in ſmartneſs of 
ſpeech, in the caprices of faſhion, in the licentiouf- 
neſneſs of life. The very word of Gop, ſo awful- 
ſo ſacred, ſo ſalutary, is now. become the inffru- 
ment of witticiſm, the zeſt of a joke, the ſalt of a 
double-entendre ; And the ſacred ſacrifice of the al- 
tar is reduced even among chriſtians who paſs for 
vey lin'd, to be matter of aſſignment ; How. 
many of them go to it by appointment; to it 
by Are cuſtom; go 109 A 132 faſhi- 
ons; to meet a f A. to ſhew a courteſy or reſent- 
ment, or to paſs an hour agreeably in good compar 
ny. Elſe why ſhould a noon prayers, the laft plank 
for quality-ſloth, have a more crouded ſplendid au- 
dience than all the foregoing prayers of the day? 
promos: game 1s going DRY: Sporting is 


romoted: frauds, calumny, riots, licentious Prac- 
ices are ericouraged and carried-on, in cloſets in al- 
ſemblies, in the Keen, in every place and in N 
ſeaſon; not even the ſanctuary is free from theſe 
X exceſſes, 


8 
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exceſſes, not the ſacred penitential time of Lent. 
All theſe are diametrically oppoſit to the practical 
duties of every chriſtian. All theſe are committed 
chriſtians: and yet are chriſtians puzzled to find 

to accuſe themſelves of! Ah! Too many and 


too frequent are the fins committed by every chriſ- 


tian. Too plainly do they ſhew themſelves in the 
irregularity of our lives: 'Too ſeverely dowe feel the 
weight of them in the indignation of heaven burſt- 
ing on our heads: And till are they not known to 
us? Ah! What can be the occaſion of ſo obſtinate 


| a blindneſs. The caſe is, that the licentiouſneſs of 


our lives darkens our intelleQs: The cafe is, that 
our lelf-love leſſens to our obſervation the load 
which oppreſſes us: The caſe is, that the intereſts 
and conveniences of a flattering world — 7 9 our 
attention: The caſe is, that we are loth to ſurvey 
them with piercing lights, and renouncing our on 
lights we even ſhun the advice of men of penetrati- 
on who might help us to hunt our lurking vices out 
of their hiding holes: The caſe is, in ſhort, that 
we affect ignorance, and are unwilling to find-out 
what we are unreſolved to amend. Our fins there- 
fore muſt not be examin'd-into ; becauſe once they 
are found-out, the fatal diſcovery would diſturb our 
darling diverſions. We muſt give-up thoſe dange- 


- rous friendſhips ; we muſt renounce thoſe diſſipa- 


ting entertainments; we muſt throw-up this poſt, 
that charge, which yields to us with a conſiderable 
earthly lucre, a much more conſiderable ſum of in- 
iquity.. But O deareſt fellow-chriſtians ! Let me 
by the tender love I bear you, conjure 1 to throw- 
off this voluntary blindneſs. Examin, I conjure, ex- 
amin your conſciences, like ſerious penitents, if you 
ſeriouſly wiſh to be penitent. Examin your very ex- 
amens hitherto made. Examin the examen youſhall 
make for yonr next Eaſter devotion. Examin with 
the deſire of probing to the utmoſt depth of your 
ſpiritual wounds. Who knows but ſuch a knew 
Agence may diſcover to you all that corruption 


© which has hitherto kept you in ſo groſs a ſelf-igno- 


rance, and may force you to cry-out, with the per- 
fe& repentance of a 


* them ſeriouſly, and in time | O wretched folly 


„ of mine! O the madneſs, to let the evil run to 


«ſuch a length; without applying a remedy |! 
While my ſores are putrified and corrupted be- 
4 cauſe of my fooliſhneſs.” * | | 
Many, you fee, chriſtians, are the errors commit- 
ted in the examen of conſcience. But ah ! till ma- 
ny more are the miſtakes, and much greater ones, 
which chriſtians fall-intv, their examen made and 
even rightly made: Miſtakes which relate not to 
the want of knowledge of our fins, but to the de- 
ala xxxvi. 
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of the ſorrow 2 to true repentance. For let 
AVID: O my Gop what a 
So ene, what a maſs of corruption, have not 
 . gangr You YE" 

« my fins bred within me, for want of looking into 


fect of ſorrow for them. O beloved l Too well do 
I know, that what I have yet to ſay will ap 
frightful : And I own it terrible enough to intimi- 
date ſtouter hearts than yours. But ſtill how can 
I love you as tenderly as myſelf, and not communi- 
cate to you the dread I feel at the words of 'my 
indignant Gop to modern penitents : But words 
did I ſay? Rather are they bolts of penetrating 
thunder: I bave attended, ſays the Lord, I have at- 
tended and hearken'd: There is no-one who doth 
s penance for bis fin, ſaying, what bave I done + © 
What, my Gop ! Is there no-one, who does 1 
nance, ſay'ſt thou? Abſolutely No-one # Ah! 
What then are ſo many chriſtians doing on ev 
firſt Sunday of the month, on every ſolemn feſtival? 
hat are thoſe throngs of penſive ſinners about, 
who, crouding the confeſſionals, ſo rudely ſtrike - 
their penitential breaſts and mournfully cry-out, | 
* Pecegvi : I have ſinn'd, through my own faul, 
through my moſt grievous fault? Are none f 
theſe doing penance in good earneſt? “ No, not 
one: There is no-one who does penance for bis fin: = 
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* That tribe of ſelf-accuſers have not a true + 
* ſorrow: Their ſorrow is all} fiction: A lic 4 tl 
** of the eyes: They weep indeed; but their RT h 
tears are like the tears of marble moiſten'd by g 
* ſouth-weſterly winds. Part of them go to con- v 
© feſſion out of cuſtom, part of them to ſave ap- Pp 
* pearances: Part of them again are led thither by tt 
* certain ſenſitive compunCtion, the abortive brat re 
of a momentary remorſe. But few very fev n, 


touch'd by a lively laſting ſorrow. In ſhort, it 
is a prevaricating generation, who is neither ſor- R_ 
1 2 having ſinn d, nor ſorry for not having 
** the ſorrow they ought to have. The 21 = 
« treſs bath not return'd to me in ber whole bear, 

* but in falſehood, * our Lord. 
Nor is there in this reaſoning of the Almi 
any thing hyperbolical, or merely emphatical. Nd: 

Y pe y empasi 
It is pure and ſimple and full of moderation, as ve 
muſt ſee, if we do but form to ourſelves a right idea 


us conſider this forrow as the effect of our fears 0 
hell, or of our deſires of heaven, and call it /#r'- 
tion: Or let us conſider it as the fruit of a gene 
love for God, and call it Contrition : Still muſt it 
be a ſorrow of heart, a ſorrow of the whole { 
This ſorrow, if we may believe a St. Auguſſin, 
give the ſoul as much torture as ſin afforded pl 


re to the ſenſe. This ſorrow, according to = 
Bernard, muſt rouze in the penitent ſuch 2 19” — 
rous wrath againſt himſelf as ſhall awake in Gop3 bes 
tenderneſs for the afflicted ſinner, which may ſoften — 
and appeaſe the juſt indignation he had concel 3 
againſt him. This ſorrow, ſays the holy Poe = 
Gregory, muſt reach even to exaſperate the pe — 


** > l 
. Fas. r * 8 N 
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Juen. viii. + Jerems viii, at 


againſt ſin with implacable hatred ; and to 
— him with a oe, per ens. ge love 
of virtue. But, to omit the innumerable explana- 
tions of the holy fathers and councils, and confine 
XX ourſelves to the bare genuin ſenſe of the words Con- 
= :rition and Attrition, that is, a Rending or Break- 
ing in Pieces: This forrow ſhould rend, ſhould tear 
in pieces, ſhould diſſolve with anguiſh the very heart 
of the penitent. Come then, O Chriſtian penitents: 
WT Give what account you can of the ſorrow you have 
EE hitherto felt. Can you ſay, that you have expe- 
Lienced any-thing in your paſt confeſſions which 
ceem'd big with theſe fruits ? Did you feel any ſueh 
bitter anguiſh ; any ſuch painful rendings of heart; 
ny ſuch raging ſelf-deteſtation; any ſuch implaca- 
ie hatred to vice; any fuch melting, tender love 
for virtue? If you did not feel theſe ; how can you 

WE flatter yourſelves that you had any real ſorrow ? If 
Hou felt them; how comes it that you have given 
no outward ſigns of them in the change of your 


IT lives ? Ah Beloved Children! Let but an enor- 
: FREE mous nail be lodged in a tree and pierce it to the 
ap; and ſoon ſhall you perceive that the heart of 
EX the noble plant is wounded. Strait do the verdant 


ir RX honours of it's foliage decay; each gaudy leaf 
| by grows yellow; each bloſſom faintly flowers-out 
on- without the ſeeds of vegetable life ; and the unri- 
ap- Z pen'd fruit (if any riſes into form) falls rotten from 
r by RT the withering ſtem. So let a real penitential ſor- 
brat row but pierce the ſoul in earneſt; and who may 
few W not perceive that it is wounded ? Farewell then to 
u it pomps; farewell to diverſions ; farewell to diſſi- 
for- pating company, to entertainments and ſplendid e- 
ring RT quipages. The foul, all intent on ruminating the 
ich- gall of it's own grief, can furniſh attention, memo- 
art, , life, for nothing, but, for the killing thought 


= , 

of having ſinn'd.- 1 diſturb'd ew, reſtleſs, it 
| revolves itſelf, this way and that, towards the va- 

rious objects which help'd it to offend it's Gop; 

and always with horror, ever with anguiſh and de- 


teſtation. “ O that houſe ! O that unhappy crea- 


that deceitful ſhow- of pleaſure! O that compa- 
* ny, that occaſion which led me to wound myſelf, 
to wound my JIxsus whom I ought to love more 
„than myſelf! O wretched remembrance ! And 
« = do I live? Yet am I not dead with ſhame ? 

et will not this heart burſt and be diſſolved 
with grief?“ Dear-loved auditors of mine: Who 
among you, with all the ſorrows you have felt in 
lo many confeſſions, ever felt any thing like- this ? 
Which of you ever addreſt yourſelves in words like 
theſe? With what a countenance have you hither- 
to thrown yourſelves at your confeſſor's feet ? With 
hat tears have you bathed the enormous catalogue 
of your offences 7. With what fervor have you ſet a- 


7 


-. 
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_ © ture! O that fatal praiſe, that ſordid intereſt, 


*newing your ſpirit ? With what herror have 
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you look'd upon the occaſions of fin? O heaven 
what diſorders do I not ſee? How often do I ſee you 
enter the confeſſionals, thence to paſs to the ſacred 
banquet en? ad body and blood, with thoſe very 
gaieties and gaudy trappings, which you could at 
worſt but go deck'd-in to a profane entertainment? 
When every dictate of decorum would require you 
to enter there in an humble, tho' decent, garb. I 1 
hear you declare your fins, in the ſame tone as you 
would a fable. I hear you palliate your former 
faults with freſh ones; Father, I accuſe myſelf 
* of this fin or that: But it is not ſo much my 
* fault as the fault of that perſon, by name, who 
© provoked me, who tempted me, who made me 
* fin Or Father, I accuſe myſelf of having told 
* a lie by way of excuſe : But to alleviate that lie 
* with another; pleaſe to hear the excuſe of this 
% excuſe. Iwas forced to tell it, to hinder ſuch- 
a., one from ſwearing, from curſing, from being 
« in a. paſſion.” Ah! hypocriſy |! Gan there be 
real ſorrow in defaming others to palliate our own 
iniquity ? Can he be a truly contrite penitent, who 
confeſles his fins, not to humble himſelf but to ex- 
poſe others? And yet how many ſuch confeſſions 
are heard | How many ſuch penitents ſeen! Ah 
Chriſtians? How many of you even bring to the 
tribunal of penance your perfumes, your vanities, 
your fopperies and coquetries, your giddy or ſo- 
emn airs, your haughtineſs, your inſolencies and 
impertinencies ! Scarce do you breathe a ſigh there; 
ſcarce do you ſpend a tear: To ſee you bluſh or 
turn pale, to ſce you faint or tremble would be 
matter of ſurpriſe : And yet do you pretend to have 
ſorrow? And yet do you ſteal abſolution from your 
deceived confeſſor? Ah ! I ſhould not have thought, 
that there could be a ſorrow ſo genteel, that there 
could be ſo modiſh and eaſy a method of penance: 
At leaſt in all the diſciplin 'of Chriſt I have never 
found any thing of this ſort. 
But there is one reaſon which weighs with me 
more than all others to convince me, that the ſorrow 
of many Chriſtians who approach to the Holy Sa- 
crament of Penance is but a hypocrite ſorrow” 
And that is, the ſeeing ſo very little ſincerity and 
ſteadineſs in the good purpoſes they make in con- 
feſſion ; the finding ſo little amendment in their 
manners after confeſſion ; the obſerving no im- 
provement in virtue; the remarking, in ſhort, ſo 
many lamentable relapſes. Hear how firmly the 
great Tertullian ſpeaks: There penance is neceſla- 
* rily vain, where no amendment follows.” Ah 
my dear penitent! Are you then reſolved, ſay . 
to repair all your former miſtakes? How do I not 
fear, that the ſecret affections of your heart are not 
in perfect agreement with the penitential diſpoſiti- 
on of your tongue ! You promiſe no more to pur- 
ſue revenge, no more to yield to the incentives en 
X 2 = 


— 


the fleſh, no more to be carried gh + by intempe- 
ace, injuſtice, ambition, avarice. But your heart 


An the mean-time full-well knows, that you will go- 


on doing for the future, what you N to repent 
of having done for the paſt. You have frequented 
bad company, gone in ſearch of ſinful occaſions, 
given way to dangerous curioſities, promoted con- 
verſations offenſive to modeſty: You have confeſt 
all this and firmly purpoſe in words to flee all theſe 
dangers : But are you not in your hearts at the ſame 
time doubtful, Wa you ſhall go in ſearch of 
them again the very b Lx your commu- 
nion? You kept not the laſt Len t; but then you 
omiſed laſt Eaſter to keep the Lent we are in. 
owever you have ſince then found freſh pretexts 
not to keep the preſent. For many mon you have- 
ſuffer d intemperance to L you: now a- 
gin the ſeaſon of compu | 
K afreſh that you abſolutely will reform. But 
why ſo reſolute ? What aſſurances do give me, 
at to this new promiſe you will not be as unfaith- 
as you all along have proved to thoſe you re- 
peatedly made in ſo many former confeſſions ? Or 
© do you not even, perhaps, ſecretly cheriſh in your 
—＋ moral certainty ot returning to your next 
confeſſion loaded with the ſame ſins, the ſame ſpe- 
cific guilt, which you come burden'd with to this, 
and Which you now think you are ſorry for? And 
can you hope then to make me believe that theſe 
ns, this guilt are matter of ſorrow to you? 
Have you never ſeen a woman in ſorrow for the 
treacherous aſſaſſination of a dear-loved huſband ? 
The very ſight of the fatal inſtrument which exe- 
cuted the barbarous deed ſhall make her ſwoon. 
Shew her but the empurpled ſhirt, or veſt or other 
garment which firſt received the dire ſtroke : But 


P 


ented victim fell in breathleſs 2 yet co- 
Jour'd with his blood; and ſhe too ſhall drop quite 
lifeleſs in your arms with the exceſs of over- W helm- 
ing forrow. Whole months, whole years are paſt 
from the cruental period which commenced her 
widowhood, and ſhe ſtill keeps irreconcileably a- 
verſe from every one from every thing which 1s in 
ye or correſpondence with the deteſted murderer. 
tfe, children, friends and family; and even the 
name of the cruental enemy, are all matter of equal 
horror to her. And the bare memory of the out- 
rageous fact is ſo inſufferable as ſeemingly to hurr 
her exaſperated foul out of itſelf. In vain does all 
the Prieſthood, with the Goſpel, with the Crucifix 
in hand, endeavour to ſooth her into peace. No, 
no: Nothing leſs will appeaſe her grief than the glut 
of revenge; the offender muſt bleed, muſt die, 
muſt be deſtroy'd. But why all this implacable 
rage? Why? Her hatred is implacable becauſe her 
Frief is inſupportable, The exceſs of her rage is 
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ion revolves, and you in- 


— out to her the melancholy ſpot, where the 


the effect of her exceſs of ſorrow. You, beloved⸗ 
would fain perſuade. me that you are in real grief 
for having offended, fot heying ſinn'd ; and truly if 
your grief has the ſymptoms J have juſt been ſpeak- 
ing of, Iwill allow it to be ſincere. Sin then has aſſaſſi- 
nated, not your deareſt friend only, but the deareſt 
neareſt part of yourſelf, your precious ſoul itſelf, and 
has widow'd you of the —— Grace. And you, exaſ- 
perated againſt the guilty traitor, have promiſed in 
many a confeſſion to puniſh it; have vow'd an im- 


placable hatred to it; and to perſecute it above al! 
other evils even to deſtruction. But what hatred 
have you ſhewn to it? What but a ſham hatred 3 
could yours be; if your ſpiritual wounds till bleed- 
ing, you have made peace with iniquity, enter'sd * 
into league with fin, and hugg'd vice to your breaſt 

as your darling idol? Should a woman in the cit- 
cumſtance above-mentioned, within a few. days af- 
ter, nay within a few years, nay ever at all, con- 


ſent to wed the butcher of her lamented love : who 
would not ſay, who would notithink and juſtly 
think, that her former tears coſt her nothing? 
Would not every-one have a colour to pronounce, 
that her ſeeming rage was all grimace, that her 
tranſports of fury were all the work of deceit, and 
that her pretended ſorrow never penetrated farther 
than her eyes? Ah Chriſtians ! | Neither muſt you 


then expect any more favourable judgment from 


the Fathers of the Church, while pretending to 
have ſorrow for your ſins, you are wedded to them. 
5 You profeſs yourſelves penitents, /ays the Grea! 
Ct. Ferom ; give me leave then to enquire, for | 
am deſirous to know, what it is you repent of?” 
You loved the amuſements of the ſtage heretofore; 


and do you now like evangelic ſermons better? 


You delighted one while in ridottos and aſſemblies : 
Do you now delight leſs in them and more in the 
air of a church or a chapel ? You uſed to take pleaſure 
only in profane entertainments: Is your chief plea. 
ſure now in the holy banquet of divine communion? 
Do you at preſent love retirement and piety as 
as you have loved rioting and difipation ? Hate 
modeſty and compoſure taken place of the wal 
and levity you were ſo fond of? Have you at 
declared an endleſs war againft paſſion, pride, and 
worldly punRilio to eſtabliſh a deathleſs peace vit 
humility and meekneſs ? If you have not; how c 
you pretend have ſorrow ? If your purpoſes 4c 
guid, and, like unſubſtantial ſmoak, no ſ0o® 
raiſed than evaporated; what can your forros be 
but fiton and pretence? Y ou may form ideas, ? 
latter yourſelves as you pleaſe : But for my Par. 
cannot think otherwiſe than with St. Jerom, tha 
he only deſerves the name of a penitent, who 
lutely abhors, not only his paſt guilt, but all future 


occaſions of guilt, * Him, | ſays the by 
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60 er, him (and him only) I call a penite nt, 
« av naw deteſts what he once loved.” 


Thus far then, O beloved Chriſtians, you have 
(een the abuſes committed in the holy Sacrament, 
= of Penance, by which the confeſſions ot a multitude 
of Chriſtians are render'd, not only invalid, but 
oftentimes ſacrilegious, and for the moſt. part- 
= at lcaſt fruitleſs. I have ſhewn you the principal 
= cauſcs of ſuch abuſes, and have ſhewn you by ap- 


ſition, the means to remove them. The remain- 
ing taſk is yours, to render this leſſon yſeful in 


practice. hat remains then for me to do more 


than to conclude? Accordingly let me conclude 
with addreſſing myſelf, in the firſt place, to you, 


tt my dear loved penitents. O precious fouls of 


Chriſt entruſted to my care | By all which is due 


h to Gop and dear to you, I conjure you, without 


delay, to examin into all your paſt confeſſions: And 
if you find among them one leſs perfect, leſs exact, 


than it ſhould be ; repgir the important evil with a 


d let it be your fixed deter- 


general confeſſion. 


WE mination henceforth, never to ſet about a work ſo 


ſolemn and ſo ſacred without a ſerious fervent ap- 


We plication. After all, Heaven is a fine kingdom to 
poſſeſs: After all, Gop is too bounteous a ſove- 
reign to deſerve being ſlighted: After all, the im- 


mortal ſoul is too valuable a being to be loſt for 
want of a little pains. To purchaſe the firſt then, 
to be grateful to the ſecond, to ſecure the ſalvation 
of the laſt, can we be too diligent? No, Chriſ- 
tians, never: No diligence, no induſtry can be ſu- 
perfluous, can be extraordinary, can be too-much, 


do attain to three ſuch important ends. And now, 


with all due rſepect, a word to you, revered direc- 


43 tors of the flock of Chriſt. You well know, that 


the diſorders I have here ſet forth,though perhaps but 


n 2 diſorderly manner, are not mere ſpeculations, 


mere metaphyſical ſuppoſitions, but facts, rank 
faQts, which re, daily ſtare your ſacred function 
in the face; which, ſpite of your paſtoral care, 
are every day committed. Ah l help, ther the err- 
ing ſheep into the way. Thoſe ſinful ſouls, who 
— themſelves before you, the lovely Is vs 


nds along, till he commits them to your care: 


And the moſt guilty of them are thoſe he recom- 


mends to you with the moſt anxious tenderneſs. 


The ſame Ixsus ſtands nigh. at band in eager; ex; 

Qation, that you. preſent back to him, adorn'd 
e amiable ſpouſes, thoſe whom he brought to you 
and brought as odioug enemies. The ſame Ixs us 


waits to receive them into his boſom, when diſmiſt 
from your hands. | Ah! never. fruſtrate then his 


purpoſe through any want of care on your 
8 him not prepare in vain a feſtival 185 
in Heaven. Remember, that vou are every-one 
accountable ſoul for ſoul for each ſingle ſinner. ui 


Jour direction. Do you then exert your induſtry 


. — 


to unfold their examen for them, where neceſſary 
Do you endeavour to invigorate their repentance. 
Do you remove their inconſtancy, overthrow their 
preſumption. and ani mate their fears. Be full of 
tenderneſs, be full of fortitude. Remember that, 
when Jzsvs ſent your predeceſſors to unlooſe the 
colt (that natural emblem cf a ſinner) he was not 
content with bidding them unlooſe it; but com- 
manded them to bring it to himſelf. Unlocoſe it, 
ſays he, and lead it unto me. Thus much does 
Ess ſay alſo to you, concerning every ſinful ſoul 
under the power of thoſe keys he has committed to 
you: Unlocſe it and bring it to me. Many, I know, . 
are the directors who are ready enough to unlooſen: 
Would to Heaven they were not ſo many, in ſome 
places! Or elle would to God, that of the many 
who unlooſe, they were not ſo. very few who lead 
to Gop the ſouls they unlooſe! Not that I daubt 
of your vigilange, or mean to attribute, O vigilant 
miniſters of Chriſt, to any. negligence of yours, 
that you do not lead all to Heaven whom you un- 
bind upon earth. No: You know the conſequences- 
of ſuch a negle& too well to be guilty of it. You 
know that the leaſt flattery. ſewn to; the vanities, 
the corruption, the luſts, the injuſtices, the enor- 
mities of the age would be a treachery againſt the 
holineſs of your function. Vou know that an ab- 
ſolution pronounced with levity, inſtead of leading 
your wards to Ixs us, would leadthem, with you at 
the head, to endleſs perdition. But how, Cbriſ- 
tians, ſhall your directors, lead you, by ſacramental 
1 22 to your Gop; ifi you impoſe: on hem a 
falſe ſorrow for a real one: a faint purppſe for a. 
reſolution; a half oonfeſſion fora whole, on er a 
whole narrative of ſins mi with a diſpo-- 
ſition to atone for them? Unleſs you approach to 
them with all the diſpoſitions of ſorrow, ſteadineſs, 
ſincerity, and vindictive juſtice. becaming a true pe- 
nitent, how ſhall they be able to caſt the dumb-de- 


* 9 a ſpirit of true penance that ãt may 
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by halves, they will ſpeak to no purpoſe: If Thou 
art not preſent with thy grace ; the devil will not 
depart, or will depart only to bring back with him 
ſeven other devils worſe than himſelf to make the 
wretched penitent's latter end worſe than the for- 
mer: If Thou do not aſſiſt; we ſhall neither be 
able to unlooſe the ſinners, nor to bring them to 
Thee. OI Thou then lend them knowledge 
to comprehend the number and heinouſneſs of their 
ſins : Thou afford them the conſtancy to abhor 
them: Thou beftow on them the reſolution to 
amend them, the courage to atone for them, the 
melting ſorrow to bewail them. O grant them 
tears to wipe them off. Tears, O divine Moſes, I 
implore thee in the name of this penitential audi- 
ence, grant us tears; ſtrike the unyielding rocks of 
theſe relentleſs hearts, and bid fuch s of grief 
guſh-forth, as, drowning us for a while in a ſea of 
penitential anguiſh, may purify our ſouls and fit 
them - thee in the eternal manſions of 
thy glory. hich I beſeech Gop, Sc. In the 
* 0 : 


\ Third Inviction of the PASSION. 


5 gorge lovely loving Ixsus, life of our lives 
nd Saviour of our'foyls, was breathing-out his pre- 
cious life in agonies df torture on the ſummit of 
Calvary ; when, tho*-the elements and all nature in 
agreement were diffolving with mournful reſent- 
ment, mankind, as if no part of nature, was alone 
inſenſible to all tue tender emotions of grief or com- 
paſſion.' Nay all the influence, which the cruel 
ſufferings of this innocent Lamb had upon the bru- 
tal multitude who beheld him, was to urge them 
baſely to add to the bitterneſs of his pains, the ag- 
gravation of blaſphemous gibes and revilings. An 


Humble Centurion was the only one, out of ſo nu- 


merous an aſſemblage of men, who, poſſeſt with a 
better ſoul, comſeſs'd him for the Son of Gov. 


Truly this war the Son'of Gop. For my part ĩt 


ſtaggers me, ſome-how, with aſtoniſhment, that, 
even-at the foot of the croſs itſelf, ſuch oppoſit 
ſentiments ſhould find a place. Nor can I of my- 
ſelf comprehend, why one ſhould adore the wounds 
of this crucified Lord, and yet others ſhould gall 
thoſe very -wounds with frefh impieties. But the 
ſacred text itſelf puts an end to my ſurpriſe, by re- 
dating the fact and then adding the reaſon. After 
Al, What wonder is it, that the infruman populace 
ſhould blaſpheme our Redeemer ? They beheld him 
but wich carfory wandering looks: *Paſſing by, ſays 
the l blaſphemed bim: But the Cen- 
turion ? Of the Centurion ſtood ober-againſt bim, 


"oye the divine writer. Ves immoveable, in front 
ef the ctoſs, facing the crucified JInsvs, he conſi- 
der id every ſore; told- over, one by one, his bruiſes; 


1 
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sus is inſulted with the tongue or the actions, L 
cauſe Js us is ſeldom beheld on his croſs, or is be- 
held but with fugitive looks. Whereas, to be be- 
held with any profit, he ſhould be conſider'd daily, 
and conſider d not with a paſſing volatile reflection, 
but with ſedateneſs, leiſure and attention. In 2 
word, Beloved, we muſt ſurvey this ſacred object 


and counted every wound his buſied eyes could 
reach to: And therefore was it that every drop of 
precious blood, which dyed that ſacred frame, ſeem'd 


with the voice of grace to cry-out to his ſoul: O 


* Centurion, Centurion ! receive me by compunc- 
* tion into thy ſoul; for I am the blood of thy 
Go.“ | 

In ſhort, dear Auditors of mine ! It is too ſadly 
true: The reaſon, why Chriſtians live ſo illy, is, 
that they take but little trouble to think well. l. 


not with the multitude, but with the centurion. 


This, with the help of Gop, I purpoſe ſoon to 1 
do. In front and facing JIxs us on his croſs, I ſhall RR 
ſurvey the mangled body of my bleeding Lord, and 


dwell on every wound: And if you can reſolve to 
bear me company in this doletul contemplation; 
Pl ſhew you what a havock your crimes and mine 
have made of the Lord ot majefty. Who knows 
but from his ſacred wounds the voice of grace may 


breathe ſalvation into the moſt harden'd breaſts in k Ne 
this aſſembly. When the voice of this our bro- 
ther's blood, inſtead of crying, like that of Abel, to 


Gop for vengeance, ſhall cry-out to every Chriſti 
an: O Chriſtian ſoul! Neglect me not, receive 
% me, hoard me in thy breaſt, let me not fall to 
* the ground when ſhed for you; for I am the 
e blood of thy God: Who knows but the moſt 


obſtinate of ſinners may melt into compunctive 


moiſture ? In hopes of this, on next Good-Friday at 


nine o'clock 2 in the morning I ſhall begin A | 


the paſſion of our Lord and quite go through with 
it: On next Good-Friday then, I hope to find you 
all already here, preparing; to attend your ſuffering 
Lord. If you ould riſe a little earlier that day 
than uſual ; it cannot hurt you much. You car 
not have much to do that day : And if you ſhould, 
it cannot be a mighty — . — to give-up a little 
temporal lucre, for the love of him who gave- up al 
for you.” What tho” you ſhould, O Females, fo 
that one morning, omit the buſineſs of the toilet, 
and forego your beauty-waſhes ; the conſequenc* 
cannot be great. The ſhorn disfigured form of the 
once lovely Jesus wi 82 you all in countenance: 
And you, O Men, if you ſhould not have. time (0 
powder; dreſs, and cume ſo very ſpruce : the tattel, 
garband the diſhevel'd locks of your Rededmer a 
ſet off to advantage the homelieſt appearance you c 
make.- Let nothing then diſcourage or retard you 
But come; and come with penitential hearts. 
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* Irsus, when be knew that they would come to take 


him and make bim King, fled again into the moun- 
tain bimſelf alone. 


LREADY had our 'Divine Lord, beloved 
Auditors, but juſt made his efcape from the 
ungrateful perſecutions of a people he came to be- 


friend. Now again does he betake him to flight to 

= ſhun the grateful ſallies of a 

zjuſt befriended. O inſipid fallacious world ! Thus 

i is that neither thy frowns nor thy favours can en- 
W tice my Redeemer to pay thee any r : ſolittle 
does he truſt to thy love or thy hatred, that thy in- 


people whom he has 


ſults and courteſies are alike objects of his contempt. 
Deareſt audience of mine! What ſhall we fay to 


tis double flight of Chriſt ? Beautiful indeed is the 
bbſervation of St. Auguſtin, “ that Chrift being the 

word of Gop, every action of this divine word 
“ muſt be a word of inſtruction to us.” That is, 
in ſhort, every action of his is a ſenſible lively leſ- 


ſon of improvement for us. But what inſtruQtion, 


We think you, can we draw from the flight of our di- 


vine Maſter? If his enemies pufſued him to de- 


aruction; he could ſummon the powers of heaven 


to his aſſiſtance : If his admirers ſought him to ho- 
nour ; he could direct their pious fervor to a con- 
formity with his will. Why then retreat, and re- 
treat ſo from either ? Oh Chriftians ! 
— 

the ſafety of every-one of you. Chriſt flees. not to 
avoid the dangers he ap + an but to teach you 
avoid by flight the 45 6 


apprehend. Every hour | 


our, to deſtruction. 


other, what road ſhall we take better than that 


which our divine Guide has pointed-out to us? 
What ſurer means than to betake ourſelves, like 
him to flight ? He, whoſe ſafety was in his own” 


ears of Chriſt are not for his ſafety, ' but for 


rs you * reaſon to 
our lives do the pow- 
ers of hell perſecute us, as the Jetor did our Bei 

Every hour do our ſenſual 


. Paſſions preſs upon us, as the fond ace of this 
goſpel did on bim, to abandon wr yh momen- 


tary pleaſures. To eſcape then the one and the 
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hands, fled from danger, to teach us do the ſame ; 
mindful of what his Holy Spirit aſſures us, that He 
who loves danger ſhall periſh in it. In a word, 
certain as he was of victory, if he pleaſed to engage: 


He choſe rather to flee than encounter the occaſions 


of unneceſlary combat; on purpoſe to leave us an 
example and leſſon, to flee the occaſions of danger, 
if we mean not tp periſhin it. It being an undoybt- 
ed truth, that the beſt of us all are but miſerable 
frail creatures, by nature prone to ſin; and fo far 
from being like him, fure of conquering, we are 
certain of bein overcome by the danger we deſpiſe. 
This if we credit the ſacred ea poſitors was the docu- 
ment our divine Maſter mean'd to give us in re- 
treating to the mountain. And this it is which I 
purpoſe this day to enforce to you. He who courts 
the cauſes muſt like the effects they produce : And 
whoever embraces the occaſions of ſinning muſt cer- 
tainly love the fin itſelf. Such of you then as are 
ſincerely deſirous of never yielding to the fury of 
ſatan nor to the flattery of your own ſenſual appe- 
tites, have recourſe to flight : For be aſſured of 


LY 


this'; N 


I. The innocent among you will infallibly fall, in 
the midſt of occaſions ſought, or foreſeen, and not 
ſhun'd: And | | * 

TE Amidſt ſuch occaſions the penitent among 

ou will certainly relapſe. _ | 

* Forbid it, Lord ! O graciouſly forbid it | And 
in thy wonted mercy keep us ever on our guard 
„ againſt-the guilt of wilful fin and every Elan 
*©'tendency Which leads, tho” ever ſo obliquely, to- 
„ wards it. Never permit us raſhly to periſh in 
* the danger of our coking: Nor fooliſhly to court 
5 deſtruction, like ſenſeleſs flies, in the very blaze 
which has already ſcorch'd us. No: But on the 
reverſe, continue to hold out to us thy guardian 
* Rao and lights; that, taught by the paſt falſe 
* ſteps of others (or our own) we may be ever 
« mindful of this * 


t th tant truth, that the fole 
« certain means of fa 


T 
efy from a precipice, is, ne- 


ver to approach the brink.” : 


= 
I . - , 422 
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I. There are but two roads that I know of in this 
valley of tears, by which we may arrive at the eter- 
nat manfions of bliſs 1 7 
to ſive à life of innocence, To as to preſerve our bap- 

tiſmal grace unſullied till death : A way this, which 

is beaten, alas, by few, very few. The Otber, not 
leſs di t, but happily — — more fre- 
quently trodden, is that of refolutel) renoumeing a 
life of fin and ſteadily embracing a ſtate of hearty 
repentance. - Now this premiſed, I muſt inſiſt : It 
is morally Wy 
ſinful occaſions, and yet to remain innocent. Nay 
more (if more can be ſaid) it is impoſlible for o 
man who .involves e in occaſions of ſinni | 
to have a ſingere averſion to v6, of not to loſe, it if 
he has it: Tis ſufficient! to Ntrike terror into the 


moſt undaunted brealt, to think ſeriouſly on the 
univerſal ſentiment of the Fathers; who unani- 
mouſly agree, that the lives of miſſioners and apo- 
ſtolic men, though by zeal employ'd and exerted 
in, nay conſecrated to, the ſervice of thouſands of 
mankind, are lives, .nevettheleſs, furrounged with. 
every. danger, and extremely expoſed to being in- 
fected by the corruption they ory torctd to encoun- 
ter on every ſide; unleſs t] EY. ſet-out, from the 
inning, well provided With the moſt powerful 


- 


antidotes. And yet, Chriſtians, terrifying as the 


ought is, it has it's foundation in truth. The 


man, who, to. ſuccour a perſon ſtruggling for life 
in the midſt of a wreck, leaps into the ſeas in the 
height of a ſtorm, .has need of abundance of vigour 
and (kill in bravi 
ters: Otherwiſe he runs the greateſt risk of be- 
coming rather a 5 jen than an aſſiſtant to the 
.drowning ſufferer :- He may ſhare in his danger, 
-nay in his deſtruction, but cannot afford him re- 
lief. So the ſoul, which is not perfectly grounded 
in the maxims and practices of eternal life and fa- 
miliarly verſed in the arts of a refined N hr | 
never launch into the midſt of the world, (though 
it be with the charitable purpoſe. of ſaving many 
ſouls” from the innumerable occaſions of ſinning 
with which a ſecular life is beſet) without, utmo | 
danger. Such a ſoul, I ſay, cannot engage in ſo 
difficult an attempt, without imprudently ſeeking. 
the ſafety of others at the greateſt hazard of his 
own. | 3 

For this very reaſon (if you will indulge me 2 
ſhort digrefſion) when we coolly conſider, on one 
hand, the; dicklich tender unexperienced age, at 
which the neceſſity of the times forces-over into 
this miſſien numbers of the apoſtolic labourers in 
it, and weigh, on the other, the almoſt infinit dan- 
ers, occaſions, temptations and ſnares they are 
ere continually beſet with, without any of thoſe 
external reſtraints-of diſtinguiſhing habits, or mo- 
naſtic retreats, which in other countries would 


' 


ed for us. The One is,” 


„ © 
- 


impoſſible to live wilfully in the midſt of 


the waves and dividing the wa- 
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ſerve as help-mates to tottering virtue ; we ſhall 
ſave ourſelves a great deal of ſcandal. For, if all 


this be ſedately reſſected on; inſtead of being ſcan- 


dalized at the few indiſcretions we may now and 
then perceive in ſome of them, we ſhall rather 
compaſſionate them, and impute their little over- 
ſights BI their fault than to their misf6rtune ; 

inſtead vf being ſhock'd at the abſolute tall of now 
and then one, we ſhall rather be aſtoniſh'd, that it 

; happeys ſo ſeldom. Nay. we ſhall adore the mer- 
_ ciful providence of Gop, to whoſe ſpecial Grace 
alone it can be attributed, that, out of ſo ſmall 
number cf miſſioners in this land, ſo very great a 
majority of them ſhould manfully perſiſt in their 
virtuous ſtruggles, and, not only bear-up, to the 
end, againſt the rapid torrent of fin and ſinful oc- 
caſions capable almoſt of overwhelming the very 
ele; but even ſhould have ſtrength enough of vir- 
tue, grace and zeal/ to ſnatch ſrom the growing 
a8 thouſands of ſinking ſouls to ſhare with 
t 


emſelves an endleſs ſecurity: But let us return to 
Our argument. $6339 55 1 1-1 a f : 
It is true indeed that to compaſs this they are 


forced to live in perpetual war with themſelves; 
to allow their paſſions, ſenſes and appetites no quar- 
ter; to act with utmoſt circumſpection: to impoſe 
the moſt rigorous laws on their ſentiments and in- 
clinations ; , to ſtudy | a - thouſand-ſecret means of 
ſelf-denial, humiliation ot mind and maceration of 
body; and often to retire into their own ſouls, there 
to converſe with, conſult and ſollicit Gop, by 
prayer and offerings of mercy and charity, in order 
to obtain freſh ſupplies of ſtrength and grace; that, 
while they arg preaching to others, they may not 
88 bates themſelves, Still do they, with 
all this, find it a difficult; extremely difficult, ta 
to make their own election to glory: ſure and 
undoubred. % norman? blood 2 {; 

Now let us argue thus: Men grown old in the- 
ſchool of virtue, familiariz'd to prayer, mortibics- 
tion and alma-deeds, habituated to ſelf-denial and 
the contempt of the world: Men ſo averſed to ſin — 
to ſacrifice their lives to the ſuhduing it; men, in 
word, who throw themſelves into the occaſic of 
ſin, * 2 8 from ſuch pious motives as are capable 
of fanctifying them; Theſe very men, with-af 
their zealand charity, are perpetually! in. danger ? 
loſing icht of innocence, even in the very alt 0 
cheriſhing it in others. Nay ſome actually har 
loſt it, and come forth miſerably diſtempet d fem 
the very. places, into which: def ent , qualit] 
of phyſicians. Shall the-laity then nurſed in lu 7 
Ty, fed with vanity, and cloath'd with pride, plung” 
into all the diſhpations of the world, and riot amd 
all its incentives to vice for no other motive , 
to. riot; And yet never loſe ſight: of ieee, 
« If we, ſays St. Cyprian, if we miniſters of * 


e are in danger of loſing ourſelves, even where 


% hopes of ſafety can you advance, where the laws 
© of the Almighty bid you retreat? O Chriſti- 
ans! It is well obſerved: If we with all our fear 
and circumſpection, cannot be ſafe ; will preſump- 
ton and fancied ſecurity ſuffice to guard you from 
real danger. | 
* But there, perbaps you'll /ay, lies all the miſ- 
© take. The very reaſon of ſuch men's falling is 
their being too timorous and circumſpect. We 
© fall not amidſt occaſions of ſinnifig, becauſe we 
© ruſh inty he midſt of them without fear.” That 
is, in ſhort, Chriſtians, as much as to ſay, you are 
not apprehenſive of falling ; nor fearful of danger, 
tho* in the midſt of it. Alas | There lies your 
eateſt danger. Leſs ſhould I tremble for you, if 
ſaw you afraid of ſinful occaſions, than I do, 
while I ſee you ſo confident in the midſt of them, 


A 


ng f David gave Saul a convincing proof of his deſer- 
th ving better from him than perſecution, when he 
ts A ſhew'd: the latter the ſkirt of his coat, to convince 


him, that, with equal facility, he could have tri- 
umph'd over his lite. Saul was in fact convinced 
of the injuſtice of warring againſt David: And 
peace was on both ſides agreed-to, declared, and con- 
| firm'd with the iendere counterſigns of friendſhip, 
WE Still, ſays. the ſcripture, notwithſtanding all their mu- 
$ tual pledges of peace, Sau went down to bis own 
houſe, and David and his men went 70 into ſafer pla- 
ces. But why into ſafer places? Alter the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of a reconciliation and peace with his e- 
nemy, it was rather time, methinks, to lay down his 
arms. No, Beloved, no: David was an experien- 
ced ſoldier, and therefore more afraid of peace than 
of war. Da rs by rendering us fearful put us 
upon our guard; whereas a fancied ſecurity too of- 
ten, by rendering us confident, renders: us defence- 
oy J a: nothing yell Toopgr Harry us into certain 
n than an ill-managed.confidence. © 
. David bad already had | l 
his engagement, with Ceffab, For how, think vou, 
did a ſtripling ſo young, a5 he at that time was, and fo 
weak, luceeed to, overthrow a Coloſſus ſo cgrpule 
and vigorous ?: But was it, do you imagin, Dav/d 
eee e 0 125. 1 
ontributed to; the «defeat. of himſelf. "The fs 
| from the Tours f fling was what. i Rik 
9.966. glpand 5. by 2 weapon which ſubdui 
Ri 42 hip, we anicied Le dne 
lf. conſident the haughty monſter was advancing to 
the combat, when, approaching near his err 
but 
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and ſurveying the candour of his locks, the flee neſs 


48 


h of his fin, orig a lovely bloom. on his' cheeks, 


Vor. L 


without, any armour on bis back, he ſoyereignt 
eee he the Phi bod 1 


* 
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= the commands of Gop leads us on; with what 
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David, ſays the Text; be depiſed bim And no 
more was neceſſary to deſtroy the Philiftin. - An 
enemy ſet at naught will always be the more formi- 
dable in the end. David for example had no need 
of arms againſt the Giant: the preſumption of the 
latter ſerved the former as a weapon to overcome 
him. There was no proportion between them for 
ſtrength : The Philifitn was all vi 
neſs David. No matter: The Philiftin's inſolent 
ſcorn fortified the hands of the feeble Iſraeclite. In 

a word, his ſelf-confident pride overcame” his own 
ſtrength, as /aiab ſays, + His Lr and arrogance 
were more than bis Fortitude. ay then once more, 
Chriſtians, that you are not in danger of being over- 
come by ſinful occaſions, becauſe you feur not the 
danger: Say, that apoſtolic men fall by them, too 
often, by oe over follicitous not to fall; juſt as 

a man, who, croſſing a rapid torrent on a narrow 
plank, if he be ſeized with a panick; ſhall totter, 
grow giddy ; and cumble-in: While! another,” who 
lightly trips over it undaunted, ſhiall croſs it unhurt. 
Stat T maintain, that, if amidſt the dangers, temptati- 
ons and ſinful occaſions of the world, you behave 
like David, with fear and circumſpection; = 
ſhall go through them with fruit and applauſe: But 
if, like the |Pb/li;ftin, you ſcorn them and truſt to 
your own itnaginary ftrength ; with him, you will 
precipitate, the dupes of your own ſelf-confidence) 


" "And what "room cat freu have for conf e 


that you ſhall conquer the occaſions ſeading to ſim: 
You, who are not in the midſt of them againſt your 
will, but by abſolute choice ; with guſt/and ſtudi ed 
purpoſe? You, who prerneditately frequenticqnyer- 
ſations, entertainments and. public ſights, where ate 
perpetually goin forward jeſts and peeches (to fay 
the beſt of them) full of Jevity ;- looks; oglings and 
graceful ſmiles, the more terrible to innocence fot 
coming from beauteous objects? Is it very thkely, 
that you will ſhut your eyes, your ears, your fancy, 
to the dangerous object j. Will you bear-up | 
the amofous gaieties flying; in a thouſand fortna, a- 
bout this toom, that affembly; -brithis uther public 
place? Al! Too true ls it, chat mauof xbινhj¹iuꝛe 
185 born up. Already have manꝶ of you yielded 
to the tide of temptations? To yourſelves I appeal 
for the truth of this: Say; Chriſtians, was it never 
true, that, having enter'd into this oꝶ tat heut or 
company with yout ſouls all: your 'bwnzzyourhave 
come out thence divided/in'yourdelves, and ft your 
thoughts Wolly behind- yow? nit tod due, 
that, in gazing on certain faces, liſtening to certam 
diſcourſes and giving too much attention to certain 
ſights, all your ſpirits haue ſometimes been in a 
ferment, 1430 your imagination uncommonly heat- 
ed Andlcan you fa * that intocence has ſuſfet d 
nothing bg: (heck? Wouldo r ud 
* e ei! dai ban bass 
Y 5 2. — WE, 21. But 


ur; all weak. 


v aw 


0 
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II. But, methinks, 1 hear ſome one ſay, Alas! 
« It is true, but too true, that my innocence ſuf- 
, fer'd: It is true, that I have let myſelf be carri- 


- 6. ed-away by a current of ſuch ſinful occaſions. 
Ves, yes: It is true, that I fell, and fell, juſt as you 

_ E ſay, by truſting too nuch to my own weakneſs. 
4 And. therefore is it, that now, thanks to the Di- 
46 vine Grace, I go into the like occaſions in a ve- 
< ry different manner: In ſhort, I carry with me 
& ſuch reſolutions and ſafe- guards as may ſecure 
«me from falling again.” Heavens! What do I 
hear? You, O Chriſtians, have been once overcome 
by this very occaſion : And yet you return to it ? 
And return to it, becauſe you fancy yourſelf SN 
ently guarded by your former fall? What! The ve- 
ry thought, which ſhould make you more fearful, 
makes you more preſumptuous? Shall I tell you 
plainly what all this means ? The ſenſe of it is, that 
you once fell; and are ſo much in love with the 


recipice; that you' want to fall down it again. The 


ſe of it is, that you are by no means reſolved to 
divorce the ſin; which you once wedded to. The 
ſenſe of it is, that you pretend to repent but are not 
fincere. - I tte; ind | | 
Ahl what breaft, which is yet warm with the 
leaſt ſpark, of zeal for the honour of Chriſt or the 
ſalvation of the ſouls of his purchaſe, can forbear 
melting with compaſſion and grief, to reflect, that 
all the holy Sacraments appointed by Feſus for the 
ſtrengthening thoſe ſouls and raiſing them above 
human frailty, have nevertheleſs fo very little effi- 
cacy; that, tho? they are often ( Go alone indeed 
knows with what diſpoſitions) received by us, yet 
do they leave · our ſouls more than ever fickle, more 
than ever impotent in good, more than ever inve- 


4 


ttærate in evil. But ah |! How much more deſerving 


of our tears, is it not, to reflect that ſinful occaſions 


|  ” mnotavoided, are the obſtacles, which, obſtructing the 
 :efficacy of the holy Sacraments, fruſtrate the graci- 


-ous defigns/of: the Saviour ofthe world; who at the 


- immenſe coſt of labour and ſweat, and tears, an 


blood; has endeavour d to purify human nature in 
vain. For as the prophet Exechiel foretold, there 
bas been great ſweating with much labour, and the 
exceeding ruſt tbe reef js not gone out. Sin and ſin- 
ful occa are as much embraced, nay ſought af- 


der as ever. You, preach, you exhort, you ſpend 


your ſpirits, in the confeſſionals, at the altar, in the 
pPulpit, O miniſters of G op, all to better the world, 
and til} does the world grow more and more wick- 
ed. And to what can we impute this down-hill 
improvement but to the ſtupid vicious confidence 
n without quitting the occaſions of it? In ſhort, as 
tze et ohſet ves, the world is f/ of occafrons.: 
* and mankind is full of eagerneſs for then. 

© Exechiel xxiv, Chai. | 


they are poſſeſt with, that they may forſooth, quit 
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batant and a conqueror ? No, no: He went-forth 


after having been 


Ah deareſt fellow Chriſtians ! After having been 
many times toſt and re-toſt, at the peril of your 
ſouls, by the tempeſtuous tide of your paſſions, ſins 
and finfal occaſions, you are now, I hope, moſt of 
you, happily landed in ſafety, by means of the holy 
ſacrament of penance and the ſolemn hietyof the 
ſeaſon. Oh! Caſt then no more wiſhful look 
back to thoſe occaſions by which you had. liked al- 
ready to periſh. Your ſoul, O penitent youth had 
like to have ſuffer'd an eternal wreck in that dange- 
rous amour, or friendſhip, or what you pleaſe to cal 
it. Ah! If you do not already repent of the repen- 
tance which reſcued you from it: look no more 
that way. You, O ypung woman, whom the 
plank of a holy converſion has faved from being 
over-whelm'd by a deluge of vanities, give-over 
that levity of trek, that giddineſs of carriage, thoſe 
languiſhing looks, thoſe alluring ſpeeches and ſtudiet 
graces. You, O Ambitious, turn your backs for e- 
ver on thoſe arts and artifices, on which, as on ſo 
many rocks, your innocence or repentance has ſo of- 
ten ſuffer'd damage. You, O drinkers, let that t- 
vern, that public houſe, that company, that liquor 
be for ever interdicted to you; in which your con- 
ſcience and ſenſes have fo often been wreckt. 1 


before, a com- 


blinded, loaded with chains, and treated with ige 
miny and ſcorn. Ah! How many Sampſon: 3 
there not, in a ſpiritual ſenſe among Chriſtin 
How many, who, grown preſumptuous and ſelffus 
| abend in ſuch or ſuch a pr 
vate party (with innocence, as they imagin, of 
they have not conſummated a fin) how many 
* llid, fun, "theſe 


=. 


theſe, I ſay, confront the danger ſo often till they 
periſh in it? Be upon your guard then, Chriſtians, 
and be mindful, that you are not ſtronger than 
Sampſon. Truſt not to former ſtrength nor to pre- 
fent experience. No age, tho” ever ſo grey in the 
exerciſe of piety, is ſafe againſt the occaſions of im- 
piety. The holy ſcriptures are full of inſtances of 
old men, who have been lewd, unjuſt, ambitious, 
cruel and addicted to the extremes of every vice. 
Nay you yourſelves have with you the conviction 
of this truth, that we ought never to truſt ourſelves 
to the leaſt occaſion of ſin. When your inward 
incentives to fin are ever ſo much weaken'd by ſick- 
neſs, grief or poverty ; is it not plain, that the na- 
tive heat of them in you is rather diſſembled than 
ſtifled ; ſince it ſhall immediately blaze-up on the 
2 change, and blaze with double . 

then, deareſt auditors, amidſt occaſions of ſin 
it is more than probable, that the innocent among 
you will fall, the penitent will relapſe? Yes: Re- 
ſolution reels in the midſt of opportunities. No 


= purpoſe, no courage, no experience nor age is ſuffici- 


ent to ſtand. What then have you to do? What! Why 
Are you innocent? Follow the chaſte J 
and flee at the firſt attack: Leaving behind you in 
the hands of danger, your cloke, your ſubſtance, 
your all, when neceſlary, for the ſalvation of your 
| ſouls. And remember, that Chriſt, the pattern of all 
innocence, nay unſtainable innocence itſelf, while he 
was judging the adultreſs, not to look at her, ſtoop'd 
to write with his finger on the floor. Or are you 
rather to be rank'd among penitent ſinners ? Follow 
then the example of that illuſtrious one, St. Peter, 
and go-forth from the dangerous porch where you 
unhappily fell. Viſit no more that perſon, that 
place : Look no more towards that precipice, where 
you ſtumbled before: And remember, that the bare 
ſlippers of Judith were more than ſufficient to o- 
verthrow an Holofernes. In a word, innocents I If 

u will remain ſo; flee the occaſions of falling. 

enitents | If you will not relapſe ; flee the ar 4 
ons by which you have fallen. Theſe are the only 
two roads leading to heaven: If you go beſide 
theſe ; — ſhall never get thither. But on the re- 
verſe : If your directors teach you otherwiſe, or o- 
mit to teach you this; they groſly flatter you ; if 
you go to confeſſion without the diſpoſitions to do 
this, and acquaint not your directors; you groſly 
deceive them, but much more yourſelves : Your 
confeſſions are ſacrilegious and your road ends in 
perdition. 

But why do I loſe my time thus in labouring to 
prove, on one fide, what is clear as the meridian 
ſun; and, on the other, to inculcate duties of which 
not one will be praQticed? What Is it poſſible ? 
Will nothing be done after all I have ſaid? No; no- 
thing, What, will no ſtop be put to exceſs? No 
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reformation made in vanity of dreſs? Not at all. 


Will no bounds be ſet to the unconſcionable liber- 
ties in trade? No: None in the leaſt. Will no li- 


mits be ſet to the familiarities between perſons of a 


different ſex? None to immodeſt looks? None to 
unſeemly acti tg indecent expreſſions ? None, 
abſolutely none. hat then | ſhall laſcivious pic- 
tures be ſtill ſeen hanging on Chriſtian walls? Yes, 
yes, they ſhall. Still ſhall corrupt ſongs be ſung, 
and vicious authors read, by Chriſtian tongues : 
Still ſhall looſe company have Chriſtian viſitants : 
And every place of ſin be haunted and upheld by 
Chriſtians, nay by Catholics ? O Miniſters of Fe- 
hence ſo much love and tenderneſs 
for your flock? To what end deſtroy your health, 
and ſhorten by haſty degrees your lives; if all your 
labours ſha!l be loſt, and Catholics will abſolutely 
damn themſelves in ſpite of your endeavours to op- 
poſe them? But ah deareſt fellow Chriſtians of 
mine l How comes it, that you ſo hate and deſpiſe 
thoſe precious ſouls which we ſo love and prize? 
And it you loved them; how could it be poſlible fer 
you to go ſo coolly to work to damn them ? And 
what can be more ſo, than giving-up yourſelves 
without fear or remorſe, to every ſinful occaſion 
which offers ? b | 

I began this ſermon” with the flight of Chriſt, 
when grown-up. Let me then draw towards a con- 
cluſion of it with refleQting on his retreat, hen an 
infant. An angel appears to his putative father and 
tells him, Ariſe and take the child and bis mother, 
and flee into t: For it ſhall come to paſs, that 
— will ell the child —— bim. ? Start- 
led at theſe words, the holy patriarch ariſes; and 
(ſays the ſacred text) took the child and bis motber 
by night and fled into Egypt. f But why, yow'/l 
* ſay, all this precipitance? Why all this coward- 
ice? Why not wait till Herod ſet forth on his 
bloody deſign? Or why not at leaſt wait for the 
return of day? The nearer the danger, the great- 
er the heart will appear in acting coolly.“ No, 
Chriſtians no: That's a miſtake. Chriſt, in fact, 
here flees before the time; to teach you, not to 
wait till it be high time to flee. He flees not bare- 
ly from danger, but even from the danger of 
wanting to flee. To turn the back on danger when 
preſent is often a mark of meanneſs; but to flee the 
danger of being in danger is ever a-proof of courage 
and wiſdom. ** For it is abundantly ſafer, ſays st. 
«© Jerom, to be in an impoſſibility of  periſhing 
* than juſt to have eſcaped from being likely to 
% periſh. ”Go then, Chriſtians, and carry but home 
with you from ſermon this one grand maxini, and 
I ſhall not think I have preach'd to you this day in 
vain. Otherwiſe if you carry neither this nor ary 
of the many I have this day ſuggeſted to you; I ſhall 

St. Me'th.it. + id. . 

| kc once 
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« It is true, but too true, that my innocence ſuf- 
'* fer'd: It is true, that I have let myſelf be carri- 

- < ed-away by a current of ſuch ſinful occaſions. 
Ves, yes: It ĩs true, that I fell, and fell, juſt as you 
& ſay, by truſting too nuch to my own weakneſs. 
C And therefore is it, that now, thanks to the Di- 
e vine Grace, I go into the like occaſions in a ve- 
< ry different manner: In ſhort, I carry with me 
& ſuch reſolutions and ſafe - guards as may ſecure 
% me from falling again.” Heavens! What do I 
hear? You, O Chriſtians, have been once overcome 
by this very occaſion : And yet you return to it? 
And return to it, becauſe you fancy yourſelf ſuffici- 
ently guarded by your former fall? What! The ve- 

ty thought, which. ſhould make you more fearful, 


makes you more preſumptuous? Shall I tell you 


plainly what all this means ? The ſenſe of it is, that 
you once fell and are ſo much in love with the 
recipice, that you want to fall down it again. The 
ſenſe of ie is, that you are by no means reſolved to 
divorce the-ſin; which you once weddeq to. The 
ſenſe of it is, that you pretend to repent but are not 
ſincere. be iu fo cnn th 
Ah! what, breaft, which is yet warm with the 
leaſt ſpark. of zeal for the honour of Chriſt or the 
ſalvation of the ſouls of his purchaſe, can forbear 
melting with compaſſion and grief, to reflect, that 
all the holy Sacraments appointed by Jeſus for the 
ftrengthening thoſe ſouls and raiſing them above 
human frailty, have nevertheleſs fo very little effi- 
cacy; that, tho? they are often Gop alone indeed 
"knows with what diſpoſitions) received by us, yet 
do they leave our ſouls; more than ever fickle, more 
than ever impotent in good, more than ever inve- 
terate in evil. But ah ! How much more deſervin 
of our tears, is it not, to reflect that ſinful occaſions 
not avoided, are the obſtacles, which, obſtructing the 
efficacy of the holy Sacraments, fruſtrate the graci- 
-ous designs of the Saviour ofthe world; who at the 
'  imimenſe coft of labour and ſweat, and tears, and 


| blood; has endeavour'd to purify human nature in 


wain. / For as the prophet Exechiel foretold, there 
bas been great ſweating with much labour, and the 
exceeding ruſt thereof is not gone out. * Sin and ſin- 
ful occaſions are as much embraced, nay ſought af- 
der as ever. You: preach, you exhort, you ſpend 
your ſpirits, in the confeſſionals, at the altar, in the 
TFolpit, O miniſters of O op, all to better the world, 
und ſtill does the world grow more and more wick- 
ed. And to what can we impute this down-hill 
improvement but to the ſtupid vicious confidence 
they are poſſeſt with, that they may fotſooth quit 
im without quitting the occaſions of it? In ſhort, as 
me prophet obſet ves, the world is ful, of occofron;..: 
ind mankind is full of eagerneſs for them. 
| © Exechial xxiv, Chas. * 


on MID-LENT Sunday. 
' g II. But, methinks, 1 hear fame one ſay, « Alas! 


after having been frequently in fuch or ſuch a pft 


Ah deareſt fellow Chriſtians ! After having been i 


many times toſt and re-toſt, at the peril of your a 


ſouls, by the tempeſtuous tide of your paſſions, ſins 4 
and final occaſions, you are now, I hope, moſt of $ 
you, happily landed in ſafety, by means of the holy fe 
ſacrament of penance and the ſolemn pietyof the e: 
ſeaſon. Oh! Caſt then no more wiſhful look p 
back to thoſe occaſions by which you had. liked al- 0 
ready to periſh. Vour ſoul, O penitent youth had cl 


like to have ſuffer'd an eternal wreck in that dange- Wil 
rous amour, or friendſhip, or what you pleaſe to cal 
it. Ah! If you do not already repent of the repen- 
tance which reſcued you from it: look no more 
that way. You, O young woman, whom the 
plank of a holy converſion has faved from being 
over-whelm'd by a deluge of vanities, give-ove 
that levity of rel, that giddineſs of carriage, thoſe 
js eager looks, thoſe alluring ſpeeches and ſtudiel 
graces. You, O Ambitious, turn your backs for e- 
ver on thoſe arts and artifices, on which, as on ſo 
many rocks, your innocence or repentance has ſo of. 
ten ſuffer d damage. You, O drinkers, let that tz 
vern, that public houſe, that company, that liquor 
be for ever interdicted to you; in which your con- 


ſcience and ſenſes have fo often been wreckt. I 2 
ſhort, ſinners of every kind, or rather let me ſ e *! 
Chriſtians of all degrees! if you are innocent ail BR Y* 
wiſh to continue ſo, keep wide of the rocks where o 
ſo many thouſands have ſplit: Avoid the occafion in 
which have robb'd ſo many thouſands before you of 8 ” 
their innocence, And you who have experience! 8 ** 
the ill effects of theſe occaſions, enough to thini Wl ra 
yourſelves ſafe only in quitting thoſe effects; n: th 
nounce for ever the cauſes, the occaſions, too; — 
or ou are not ſincere. 2 2 (91.2 4 in 
Think not, that your having often been in the Pl 
midſt of occaſions of fin and overcome them, 0 1 
been inſenſible to them, is any proof of your being 
in vulnerable, or out of, reach of danger. On 
the contrary, your danger is the greater, the mort p. 
f 7 EEE RG . leſſers { 
often vou have overcome as every victory 8 
your tears and conſequently your vigilance. Sen- by 
fon had ſo ohen conquer'd the Pb i iſtins, that he th 
fancied he had nothing more to do than juſt to fit. xn 
up, look at them, and put them to flight, as he had bh 
often done before. I will go-forth, ſays he, © Ye 
dig before and will fbake myſelf. + In fact he did 8 * 
forth: But how ? As he. had done before, « =_ Je 
batant and a conqueror ? No, ho: He ent-for! | 2 
blinded, loaded with chains, and treated with igro- -- pa 


miny and ſcorn. Ah! How many Sampſon ar 
there not, in a ſpiritual ſenſe among Chriſt 
How many, who, grown preſumptuous and felffus 


ty (With innocence, as they imagin, beca 
ny 2 conſummated a fin) how man a 


vate 
they 
Aid. + Fudges xvie * 


On MID-LENT Sunday. 


theſe, I ſay, confront the danger fo often till they 
periſh in it? Be upon your guard then, Chriſtians, 
and be mindful, that you are not ſtronger than 
Sampſon. Truſt not to former ſtrength nor to pre- 
fent experience. No age, tho? ever fo grey in the 
exerciſe of piety, is ſafe againſt the occaſions of im- 
piety. The holy ſcriptures are full of inſtances of 


old men, who have been lewd, unjuſt, ambitious, 


cruel and addicted io the extremes of every vice. 
Nay you yourſelves have with you the conviction 
of this truth, that we ought never to truſt ourſelves 
to the leaſt occaſion of fin. When your inward 
incentives to fin are ever ſo much weaken'd by ſick- 
neſs, grief or poverty; is it not plain, that the na- 
tive heat of them in you is rather diſſembled than 
ſtifled ; ſince it ſhall immediately blaze- up on the 
very firſt change, and blaze with double fierceneſs? 

90 then, deareſt auditors, amidſt occaſions of ſin 
it is more than probable, that the innocent among 
you will fall, the penitent will relapſe? Yes: Re- 
ſolution reels in the midſt of opportunities. No 
purpoſe, no courage,no experience nor age is ſuffici- 
ent to ſtand. What then have you to do? What! Why 
---Are you innocent? Follow the chaſte foleph; 
and flee at the firſt attack: Leaving behind you in 
the hands of danger, your cloke, your ſubſtance, 
your all, when neceſſary, for the ſalvation of your 
ſouls. And remember, that Chriſt, the pattern of all 
innocence, nay unſtainable innocence itſelf, while he 
was judging the adultreſs, not to look at her, ſtoop'd 
to write with his finger on the floor. Or are you 
rather to be rank'd among penitent ſinners ? Follow 
then the example of that illuſtrious one, St. Peter, 
and go-forth from the dangerous porch where you 
unhappily fell. Viſit no more that perſon, that 
place : Look no more towards that precipice, where 
you ſtumbled before: And remember, that the bare 
ſlippers of Judith were more than ſufficient to o- 
verthrow an Holofernes. In a word, innocents! If 

u will remain ſo; flee the occaſions of falling. 

enitents I If you will not relapſe ; flee the bece 
ons by which you have fallen. Theſe are the only 
two roads leading to heaven: If you go beſide 
theſe ; — ſhall never get thither. But on the re- 
verſe: 
mit to teach you this; they groſly flatter you ; if 
you go to confeſſion without the diſpoſitions to do 
this, and acquaint not your directors; you groſly 
deceive them, but much more yourſelves : Your 
| confeſſions are ſacrilegious and your road ends in 
perdition. 

But why do I loſe my time thus in labouring to 
prove, on one fide, what is clear as the meridian 
ſun; and, on the other, to inculcate duties of which 
not one will be practiced? What Is it poſſible ? 
Will nothing be done after all I have ſain) No; no- 
thing. What, will no ſtop be put to exceſs? No 


- Chriſtians no: That's a miſtake. 


f your directors teach you otherwiſe, or o- 
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reformation made in vanity of dreſs? Not at all. 
Will no bounds be ſet to the unconſcionable liber- 
ties in trade? No: None in the leaſt. Will no li- 
mits be ſet to the familiarities between perſons of a 
different ſex? None to immodeſt looks? None to 
unſeemly actions, to indecent expreſſions ? None, 
abſolutely none. What then | ſhall laſcivious pic- 
tures be ſtill ſeen hanging on Chriſtian walls? Les, 
yes, they ſhall. Still ſhall corrupt ſongs be ſung, 
and vicious authors read, by _— tongues : 
Still ſhall looſe company have Chriſtian viſitants : 
And every place of ſin be haunted and upheld by 
Chriſtians, nay by Catholics ? O Miniſters of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt! Whence ſo much love and tenderneſs 
for your flock? To what end deſtroy your health, 
and ſhorten by haſty degrees your lives; if all your 
labours ſha!l be loſt, and Catholics will abſolutely 
damn themſelves in ſpite of your endeavours to op- 
poſe them? But ah deareſt fellow Chriſtians of 
mine ! How comes it, that you ſo hate and deſpiſe 
thoſe precious ſouls which we ſo love and prize? 
And it you loved them; how could it be poſſible fer 
you to go ſo coolly to work to damn them? And 
what can be more ſo, than giving-up yourſelves 
without fear or remorſe, to every ſinful occaſion 
which offers ? | 

I began this ſermon” with the flight of Chriſt, 
when grown-up. Let me then draw towards a con- 
cluſion of it with reflecting on his retreat, when an 
infant. An angel appears to his putative father and 
tells him, Ariſe and take the child and bis mother, 
and flee into t: For it ſhall come te paſs, that 
Hs will obs child e- . Start- 
led at theſe words, the holy patriarch ariſes ; and 
(ſays the ſacred text) took tbe child and his mother 
by night and fled into Egypt. + © But why, /! 
«« ſay, all this precipitance ? Why all this coward- 
* ice? Why' not wait till Herod ſet forth on his 
* bloody deſign? Or why not at leaſt wait for the 
return of day? The nearer the danger, the great- 
er the heart will appear in acting coolly.“ No, 
Chriſt, in fact, 
here flees before the time; to teach you, not to 


wait till it be high time to flee. © He flees not bare- 


ly from danger, but even from the danger of 
wanting to flee. To turn the back on danger when 
preſent is often a mark of meanneſs; but to flee the 
danger of being in danger is ever a proof of courage 
and wiſdom. ** For it is abundantly ſafer, ſays It. 
«© Terom, to be in an impoſſibility of - periſhing 
* than juſt to have eſcaped from being likely to 
« periſh. ”Go theo, Chriſtians, and carry but home 
with you from ſermon this one grand maxini, and 
I ſhall not think I have preach'd to you this day in 
vain. Otherwiſe if you carry neither this nor ary 
of the many I have this day ſuggeſted to you; Iiha}l | 
* St. Ma tb. ii. , 1 ia. a 
| Y - once 
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once more be plain with you and tell you, that your 

dition is inevitable, becauſe your obſtinacy is wil- 

J. O Gop then! mercifully give theſe Chriſti- 
ans the joy of thy ſalvation and confirm them with 
a ſovereign ſpirit, which, controuling their paſſions, 
may keep ſin for- ever from them, by keeping them 
ever averſe, ever wide from the occaſions of it. 
Hear me, I beſeech thee, by thy unwearied mercy, 
in the name, &c. 


Fourth IndiQtion of the PAssiox. 


T HE annals of antiquity, who would believe it, 
inform us of a father ſo wretched, that his only fon 
conceiving an unnatural averſion to him, was conti- 
nually laying ſome ſnare or other for his life. Tired 
at length the unhappy parent of a life which, thus 
haunted by domeſtic treachery, was no more life but 
a lingering death, He takes, up, one day, in a ſud- 
den tranſport of anguiſh, a ſharp-pointed dagger and 
"conceals it under his garment in his boſom : Then 
beckoning to his unnatural ſon to follow him, he 
leads him to the thickeſt part of a lonely foreſt ; 
where the horror of the ſhade may ſecond the hor- 
ror of his accents. Here he nv ſooner arrives than 
he haſtily draws from his boſom the conceal'd wea- 
n. Judge you, what terrors the guilty youth muſt 
be ſeiz'd with at the brandiſhment of the fatal in- 
ſtrument. But in the very inſtant, when he is ex- 


pecting to be pierced to the heart with it, he ſees it 


-prefented to him by his father, with theſe melting 
words: Take this, my ſon ; and kindly put an 
„ end to the wretched life of a miſerable father, 
% ho is defirous of convincing thee, that he loves 
* thee even beyond life, tho* hated to death by 
- <© thee. If avarice has extinct in thee all the ſen- 
timents of a child; know, my deareft, that love 
will not ſuffer me to forget the tenderneſs of a pa- 
rent. And therefore is my death become deſira- 
able to me, becauſe thou ar't become anxious 
for it. But then I will have that death without 
danger to thee; that it may not be embitter'd 

* by the proſpe@ of thy diſgrace and puniſhment. 
.*© Deareſt, tho' cruet! Why do'ſt thou heſitate ? 
„ Strike, my ſon, ſtrike : There is no-one bye, to 
* -accufe thee. Hark | How ftill this deſert is l Ne- 
hold the dagger in thy own hand | Behold this 
naked breaſt ready to receive the welcome blow 

Strike, my Ae "fon, ſtrike home. Kindly diſ- 
patch this hated father; and ſpend thy rage.” / 
" Brike? I diſpatch thee? I vent my rage. Ab Fa- 


8 8 2 2 3 
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tber !.. .. But ſuddenly ſeized with ſuch a grief, 
ſuch a ſhame, ſuch a remorſe, ſuch a love, as nature 
alone can kindle ; but not even nature can expreſs, 
he fell into : ſwoon: From which, extin& the for- 
mer parricide (with all his rage) a new reſpectful 
ſon aroſe all duty, tenderneſs — love. 

O obſtinate ſinners | How many and what ſnares 
have you not laid for the life of Ixs us, your all. 
— parent! So well levell'd have your miſchief 

n, that they have pierced him often to the ſoul, 
And fo perfidious has your treacherous ingratitude 
been, that not the quantity of blood you have drawn 
has yet ſufficed to ſatiate it. Courage then, hardy 
ſinners, courage! As if he had not done enough; as 
if it was but a trifle to have given you health, beau- 
ty, affluence, and knowledge, the inſtruments with 
which you have hitherto wounded him ; he offers 
you ſtill his bleeding body on the croſs : And, in 
this ſacred time of penance and forgiveneſs, he puti 
in your hands, his grace ; that you may wound him 
over-again with the abuſe of it, or ſpare him, juf 
as your hearts ſhall give you. Why take you not 
his nails, his ſpear, his grace; and cruelly level 
them all againſt him? Courage, I /ay, be boldly 
wicked and ſtrike at him again: Each blow fhall o- 
pen a rom of wounds in  Jesu*s heart. But 
Ah! Your are Chriſtians, after all, tho? ſinners: 
At leaſt you are human. And therefore once | 


have ſhewn you, what your tender parent Ixs us has 


already ſuffer'd for you and from you, how chearfully 


he gave himſelf up to your violence, and how ſeverely 
Jou and I have treated him; I am in hopes, we 
ſhall not only mourn and abhor our paſt ingrat- 


tude, with the once cruel yet afterwards relenting 
ſon, but even ſtudy to love this gracious Father full 
as much at leaſt as before we perſecuted him. 
Meet me then next Gqod-PFriday Or rather, let 
us meet our injured heavenly parent; that we 


may all unite in making him an honourable ame 


for all the injuries we hitherto have jointly done 
him, and bury our former guilt in recent grief 
him. Let nothing then on that day interfere t 
call you from this ſolemn engagement. 
what can interſere ? You will have no banquets the" 
to take-up, your time, tis to be hoped. And you! 
entertainments cannot want much time” for prep? 
ring them; unleſs your grief be of the hungry kind. 
The time then you ſpare from food you may 4 
ford to pious ſorrow: And O Heaven grant Jon 
ſuch a fruitful ſadneſs as may entitle you to perſe 
vering grace and never-ending joy ! 
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On PASSION SUNDAY, 


St JOHN viii. 43, 48, 59. 


reaſon is almoſt on the point of expiring. O fool 


Jesvs faith to the Jews : He, who is of God, bear- and flow of heart ! O Chriſtians ! Do I injure you 


eth the words of God: Therefore you bear not 
becauſe you are not of Gov. The Jauer there- 
ore an ſtuer d and ſaid to bim, do not we ſay 
well that thou ar't a Samaritan and bart a de- 
vil... They took ſlones therefore to caft at 
bim. But FJeſus hid himſelf and went out of 
ihe temple. ; 


NEFFABLE muſt that delicacy of Divine 
love be, revered Chriftians, which could induce 
the Almighty to extend his affections for us, as be 
has done and ſtill does, to a doubleeternity, in ſome 


| ſenſe: Loving us from all eternity without any be- 


ginning, and deſiring to continue to us that love 
throughout an eternity without any end. How un- 
happy then ought not we to think our love for Gop, 
in that it muſt be confined to a ſimple eternity im- 
meaſurable on one ſide only? That we are privt- 
leged with the power of loving Gop henceforth 
without end, is an unpurchaſeable happineſs. Still, 
that we cannot pay him affection for affection, by 
loving him with a love without any beginning, 1s 
an impotence ſo much the more piteous,as our crea- 
ted nature renders it irremediable. But then is it 
not the moſt ſtupid ingratitude our hearts can give 
into, that, inſtead of enlarging that ſimple eternit 

of duration to-come which our beings are capable of, 
and dilating the inſtants of it, by beginning as earlily 
as poſſible to love Gop, we are, on the contrary, 
forever ſlothful, forever backward; in putting a com- 
mencement to the love of him? Equity and good 
ſenſe feem to require abſolutely, that, ſince we 
ought to render that eternity of Divine love, which 
is conſiſtent with our nature, equivalent in 
fome manner or other to the two-fold eternity of 
Gov's affection for us, we ſhould-at leaſt begin the 
duration of our zeal for him from the very firſt in- 
ſtant of our being in poſſeſſion of human reaſon. 


Nevertheleſs ſo inequitable is our correſpondence to 
the Divine — that we ſeldom give commence- 
0 


ment to our love for our Divine BenefaQor, till our 


=_- 


* 


« Faſter; 
* when that point is carried, when this other ſinful - 


in calling you ſuch? My laſt diſcourſe, I dare ſay, 
convinced you of the importance of giving yourſelves 
to Gop in good earneſt in the holy Sacrament of 
Penance. And your own conſciences, I dare hope, 
have plainly told you the neceſſity of doing it. Bur 
are you therefore the nearer to Goo? Ah! Would, 
I could, with any certain hopes ſay you are! You 
reſolve to do it, I know: But when? O There 
is time enough. © To-morrow, next week, next 
when this troubleſome affair is over, 


« purſuit is at an end; In ſhort, when Iam at leiſure, 
* when I cando it commodiouſly ; in plain Engliſh 
“ hen TI have nothing elſe todo.” Thus is the 
great affair of ſalvation, the important point of eſta- 
bliſhing a ſolid peace with God, put- off from child- 
hood to youth, from youth to manhood, from man- 
hood to old-age, from age to decrepacy, from de- 
crepacy to dotage, and too often to death and be- 
yond it. How, like the Jeu, do Chriſtians of eve- 
ry age trifle with the maxims of eternity. If a 
preacher, a director, a ſpiritual friend, exhorts: 
them to the reformation of their lives, to the cor- 
rection of their vices, to the confeſſion of their ſins; 
in a word, to a little leſs licence and a little more 
modeſty, to a little leſs fraud and a little more ho- 
neſty, to a little leſs luxury and a little more ſobrie- 


ty in food and rayment, to a little leſs impiety and 


: 
: 


S poſſeſt with the devil ?“ Ah] How like: is not 


this reaſoning to that of the Jews to car. Savigur- 


ſomething more of religion; “ Is the devil in you, 


© they cry Muſt we live like hermits? Muſt we have 
* ſenſes and not uſe them? Muſt we grow old before 
ve are well young? Why are our appetites given 
* us, but to indulge them? Why were pleaſures: 
created, but for us to enjoy them? There is time e- 
nough to grow old: And time enough when we are 


f ft, to repent of the ſins of our youth. Do we 


not ſay well then, O Spiritualiſts, that you are: 


e 


Irsus CHRIST? Do nat we ſay tuell, that thow 
ar't a Samaritan and haſt a devil? And ah! How 


| 


i” 
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did to them: If we ſpeak truth to you ; why do 
+ wa not believe us, and act as if you believed us? 
* ought to repent ; if vices muſt be renounced ; if 
< virtues * be reſolved on ; if ſins muſt be be- 
% wail'd, confeſt, atoned-for ; and fled from in their 
very remoteſt occaſions : If a ſtate of Penance, 
in a word, mult be enter'd into by all, who have 
„ fnn'd and wiſh nevertheleſs to be ſaved ; why 
muſt not all this be done immediately, in youth, 
in health, in proſperity, in the preſent inſtant, 


* truth, why not believe us? Ah! Mult it not be 
for the ſame reaſon which the Divine Jzsvs 


gives: He who is of Gob, beareth the word of 


% Gop: Therefore you bear not, becauſe you are 
% not of Gop ?”” What wonder then, Beloved, 


can it be, that Jesvs ſhould deal with ſuch Chriſti- 


ans as he did with the perverſe ſynagogue of his 
time. If he inſtruQs their minds by his miniſters ; 
calls their hearts to repentance by his word, ſpeaks 
to their ſouls by his grace, and yet they hear not 
or will not hear: If, inſtead of renouncing the deaf 


s anddumb-devil, they will renounce or at leaſt re- 
ſiſt Gop, and think it time enough to return to him 


when they have no more time to compliment the 


world, the fleſh, and the devil with; what wonder 


can it be, that Chriſt thus ſlighted, thus ill-uſed, 
ſhould abſcond by giving them no more graces ? 
And if they perſiſt in being expeditious in every 


earthly purſuit, and dilatory only in ſeeking and ſer- 


ving Gop; what better can they juſtly expect than 
that (once their ſtock of graces which they manage 
ſo illy is leſſen'd, is waſted, is totally exhauſted, and 


deſtroy d by mortal fin) Jesvs ſhould abſolutely 


with-draw himſelf from that living temple of their 


hearts, which they have ſo baſely perverted into a 


den of thieves ? 


for perverſely rejecting his gracious invitations to 


ſpeedy repentance, and for returning his gracious 


efforts to mollify their ſtony hearts with ungrateful 
attempts to 6verwhelm him with ſtones. Jrsus 
bid himſelf, and went out of their temple. And 


thus may he, in all probability, deal with you; if, 


3 


deaf to his voice, or indifferent to his grace, you o- 


verwhelm all his mercies with the obduracy of de- 
"lays. Surely, Chriſtians, if there be any miſtakes 
in your conduct, which want tears of blood to be- 
wail them; this fooliſh dilatorineſs of yours is one. 
And what error can be more deplorable than this, 


that Chriſtians ſhall conſume the flower of their 


days in the 'moſt uſeleſs, impertinent, pernicious 


_ trifles; nay waſte the whole of life in ineffectual pur- 


* 
: 


* 


0 


poſes of giving themſelves up, one time or other, 
to Gop; but ſtill with the deſign of never giving 
him but the wither'd remnants of old- age and imbe- 


* 
LY 


it is true that you have ſinn'd, and therefore 


while there is a power of doing it. If we ſpeak - 


cient? Weak, diſordered, languid, impotent as you 


hus did he ſerve the rebel eur, 


+ & thing but thee. With joy we hear thy well 


know thy will, and by thy grace reſolve to ode): 


2 On PASSION Sunday. 
juſtly may not we ſay to ſuch Chriſtians as Chriſt 


cillity ? This, this is the fatal error I mean to com- 
bat at preſent : This is the diſorder which ſtruck 
my reflection on reading the goſpel for the day. It 
was a folly without example, in the Fews, to ima- 
gin, that Seſus would bear to the end their obdurate 
reſiſtance againſt his divine lights. And it is no 
leſs a madneſs in Chriſtians to imagin, that he will 
be for ever put off with the evaſions, or even fair 
promiſes of Chriſtians, who dally with his grace 
and their own ſalvation. How many years ago is 
it not ſince Gop erected your hearts, by baptiſm, 
into his living temples of his divine grace? And O 
how little honour has he yet received from them 
Is he then always to be thus put-off. Some of you 
have kept profaning thoſe ſanctuaries for twenty, 
ſome for thirty, ſome for forty, fifty and more 

ears: Ever ſinning and ever promiſing repentance. 
s it not then high time to Full theſe promiſes? 
To repair the prodigious ruin in your fouls, 
will the latter days of your life, think you, be ſuff- 


are at beſt; do you imagin, that you will be able 
to contend with vicious habits, vicious inclinations, 
and innumerable ſpiritual enemies, at a time of life 
when you will have more than enough to do to 
ſtruggle with the difficulties and hardſhips of old- 
age? If you can ſcarce depend on the preſent 
minutes of youth and health and vigour ; can you 
better truſt to the uncertain morrow or to the time 
of dotage, ſickneſs and imbecillity? Ah? It is 2 
deeeitful notion: And the fallacy of that miſtake 
ſhall make the matter of this ſermon. Attend 
then, while I briefly ſhew you, that 


I. Every delay of giving ourſelves ſincerely to 
Gop is a ſovereign ingratitude : In-as-much as 
it is a rude ſlight (not to call it a groſs abuſe) 
of the Divine Grace: And 

II. It is a 0 exceſs of raſhneſs: In as much 
as it is preſumptuouſly hazarding a total abar- 
don of Divine Grace and conſequently 
ſalvation. | 


* Ah dear Jtsvus! Thou who came'ſt to ſcek ds, 
“ forſake us not, in puniſhment of our paſt dela 
of ſeeking thee. Full dilatory, we confel, 
vie have been as yet in correſponding to thy gr. 
« cious calls. But ah! Henceforth we will rep#" 
the time we have idly ſpent in ſeeking ev) 


known voice inviting us to a ſpeedy cordial fe- 
© pentance: We come, ſweet Lord, we cose 
hold us from this minute, all thy own. 4e 
% prove that we are thine, we hear thy words, We 
And what, alas, can we without thy grace ? 
Pardon then our former tardineſs: and let o 
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« Hide not thy lovely face from us: Much leſs de- 
& part in ager from theſe hearts which thou 

ce did'ſt form for living temples of thy glory. But 
& ſullied, as, till now, they have been, help us to 
« fit them for thy reſidence: And teach us, as 
© thou alone can'ſt do, to redeem the time we have 
« loft, by future aſſiduity; that thus beginning fer- 
e vently, tho* late, we may perſiſt henceforward 
« in endeavouring to fulfill many ages in a ſhort 
te ſpace; and may,diſcreetly ſo improve each minute, 
* yet to-come, of life, as with the virtuous product 
« of the time till left us, to purchaſe and enlarge 
© an eternity of love for thee.” Y 


I. Which of you all, beloved Chriſtians, can help 
being incenſed with a degree of rage againft the bre- 
thren of the patriarch Joſepb, when you come to 
that part of his ſtory, where you find them conſult- 
ing the means of putting him to death, at the very 
time when they ſee him coming to them loaded 
with proviſions for the ſupport of their life ? Un- 
= grateful creatures | To agree upon ſhedding the in- 
= offenſive blood of a brother, whoſe tender limbs 
= were exhauſting their ſtrength and juices in painful 
ſteps and toilſome ſweats, through quaggs and wilds 
and rough and rugged ways to bring them nouriſh- 
ment? O! ingratitude! O cruelty unmatch'd by 
favages ! But ah, my deareſt Auditors] Even we 
are guilty of the ſame exceſs: And it is our com- 
mon intereſt either to defend them in their guilt, or 
to put an end to our own ingratitude. True it is, 
that at one time the jealouſy of theſe brethren (not 
leſs allied in iniquity than in blood) arm'd as it was 
by inhumanity, did machinate the death of the in- 


offenſive. youth: But then there came a time after- 


wards, when they adored on their knees him whom 
they before ſought to butcher with their hands. 
There came a time, when, inſtead. of envying his 
life, they offer'd their own to his diſpoſal, and 
thought it an bonour to offer themſelves to him for 
ſlaves. Why then ſhall we brand them with the 
title of ungrateful? Why load them with invectives? 
If they did treat him a little rudely, one while; did 
they not, in the end, make him ample amends ?-And 
is not this, think you, a tolerable defence ofigheir 
cauſe? What! a defence? Rither-is it an-aggrava- 
tion of their crime. Yes, yes: They — 
one denies it) they carried to the throne of Foſepb 
in Egypt an abundance of homages, all enhanced by 
the plenty of rich preſents which accompanied them. 
What then ? They were dragg'd to all this but by 
the violence of down-right famine : Nor would th 
ever have ſet eyes again on that injured face; if the 
elements had but proved more propitious to them. 
Whoever recants in ſuch a manner, almoſt repeat 


the firſt inſult : It is ſeeking to ferve ane's. ſelf 


cc E diligence call back thy fleeing mercy. 
i 


(No 
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and not another, when ſervitude is courted out of 
mere neceſſity: And I will venture to ſay, that he 
does not give-over offending, who humbles himſelf 


only when compell'd. The very brethren of Fo- 


ſepb ſeem'd, at laſt, ſenſible of as much. They 
were ſenſible of the injuſtice of their tardy return. 
Hence, what terrors were they not ſeized with, at 
the diſcovery their injured brother made of himſelf 
to them! The prince had fine ſoothing them with 
the moſt tender language, embracing them, hug- 
ging them to his breaſt, generouſly bathing them 
with his majeſtic tears and giving them every aſſu- 
rance of his pardon : All was in vain. Still was 
their confuſion obſtinate at the ſight of ſuch injured 
generoſity. His brethren could not anſwer bim, be- 
ing ſurprized with exceſſive terror. * Now let the 
ingratitude of theſe to their brother Joſeph be com- 
pared, for a minute, with our ungrateful conduct to 
our Gop., Whatever nourriture we have for the 
ſupport of life, all comes from him: And ſhall we 
then yet have the heart to offend him, for a long 
ſpace of time, with a long ſeries of crimes and guilt 
and treacheries, on the ill- judged preſumption of 
adoring him at laſt ; when, tired of a niggard world- 
which has nothing more to give us, we ſhall be for- 
cibly dragg'd to his throne to ſeek mercy and help,. 
by the imbecillity of our faculties, by the decrepacy 
of our years, and by the decline of our life? And 
can ſuch baſeneſs find a place in a ſoul of any faith, 
of any common-ſenſe ; I bad almoſt ſaid, of any hu- 
manity? O men! O you, who have yet left any 
ſympathy for common equity, for common honeſ- 
ty! O you, I ſay, who pique yourſelves in point of 
honour upon acting fairly by every man | Why not 
deal fairly with your God? He was not ſo dilatory 
in giving himſelf to you: Witneſs that Calvary, 
which ſhew'd him bleeding, agonizing, dying for 
you in the very prime of his life. He, for your fakes, 
at the early blooming vigorous. age of three and? 
* gave himſelf up to ſuffer tortures, infam 
and death, on an ignoble gibbet: And will you, O 
Chriſtians, never think it time to begin to live for 
him? O ingratitude! O perſidious injuſticel O 
ſelf-betraying folly. 
You — be thus ungrateful to Gop, 
without being unnatural to yourſelves. O how 
furfeiting is it not to ſound ſenſe to hear certain ex- 
preſſions, which are now become the modiſh- cant 
of the age, among. Chriſtians... * Why texrify:our-- 
© ſelves (they cry) with claudy notions of the Divine: 
** ſeverity? Why: ſtand. in awe. of Gord as of a 
* tyrant, who is ever a tender. father, and a cour- 
* teous friend : One inftant is ſufficient with hum 
„to ſave us. Innumerable and, ineffable are the 
* graces: he. affords in the laſt. hour of life to ſnatch 
** a dying ſoul from the jaws of Satan: And. if we 
* ad <4 i 1:36 : 
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e make but a right uſe of them, the eternal gates 
«© of glory will not be bart'd againſt us. But where 
is the probability, that you, who abuſe the graces 
given you in the vigour of your ſenſes, will make a- 
ny better uſe of graces offer'd you at a time when 
all your faculties are render'd impotent by the ago- 
nies which engroſs all your attention? Neverthe- 
leſs, Chriſtians, obſerve: I go ſo far as to grant, 
what Gop alone knows whether or not he will 
grant you: I will grant you, / ſay, that you will 


improve thoſe laſt graces of life; and, with the pe- 


nitent thief, ſteal unexpectedly into paradiſe. But 
Rill ſo many precious years paſt, all capable of be- 
ing fill'd with merit, all capable of enlarging your 
eternity of glory? Will not they be all eternally 
loſt in an abſolute void of merit or reward? O how 
fierce will your anguiſh be, when on the laſt verge 


pol life you look-back and ſee the dreadful havock 
our delays have cauſed | When on a death-bed 


ooking-back on your paſt life, and, ere you enter 
that new world, you know fo little of, you caſt a 
refleQing eye upon the hardſhips you have ſtrug- 

d with in the rude world you are leaving : In 
thoſe laſt moments, which peace alone can render 
tolerable, what peace can you enjoy beholding the 


dreadful waſte of time you leave behind you'? Nay 


when you even recall your thoughts to look before 
you, and view the melancholy waſte you have made 
of the eternity you are entering into-; what can af- 
ford you peace? Who will be able to conſole you ? 
What arguments of friends, or prieſt or confeſſor 
can pacity you from 
ble regret: O fatal mad negle&! How poor, 
< how naked, do leave this life to meet eternity |! 


O hapleſs me: That of a lite ſo long I have 
< no more to carry with me to the throne of my 


judge, than the languid remains of a few laſt 
* hours O-fooliſh-me : To have taken moſt de- 
flight in thoſe days which I waſted the moſt ! O 


* at have I not loſt in loſing them? Ol What 


an infinit meaſure of bliſsful rewards have I not 

joſt for all eternity, by laviſhing the fruits which 
* thoſe paſt years I have idly ſpent would have pro- 
<« duced, if managed wiſely ? O that I had begun 


this repentance, made this general confeſſion, gi- 


ven myſelf up thus ſincerely to Gop ſome years 
< ago! O that I had liſten'd to my early checks of 
<" conſcience ; to the advice, the ſermons, the ſolli- 
citations of Gop's miniſters 3 when in my bloom 
of life, When vigorous aud young | With what 
4 d rich treaſure of additional felicity and glory, 
4 ſhould not I have amplified my eternity, more 
than Tnow can hope to do? O my dear faith- 
ful Chriſtians ! Be wiſe then: And ſpare yourſelves 
in time this cruel needleſs anguiſn at your cloſe of 
- Hfe, by doing now, cenie from this inſtant 
40 do direAly, what you will then wiſh to have 
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ing-out with inconceiva- 


done. If the giving yourſelves up to God ſo late 
be a ſovereign ingratitude, be an extravagant injuſ- 
tice to Gop and to yourſelves, as by what I have 
ſaid it appears to be; why will you put him off a- 
ny longer? Why delay your return to him any far- 
ther. Ah! Be this then the day in whigh you open 
ur eyes to his lights, your ears to his truths, your 
earts to his love, never more to cloſe them but to 
ſin! Ah be this the day in which every-one of you 
ſhall in earneſt enter into yourſelves and reſolve to 
give leſs time for the future to the vanities, to the 
intereſts, to the luſts of the world and the fleſh, leſs 
to mammon and more to Gop | Be this, in a word, 
the day on which you firſt ſeriouſly ſet about a judi- 
cious examen of your conſciences, in order to com- 
pleat your perfect converſion to God; your per- 
fect preparation for glory, for heaven, for eternity 
Tou, I dare anſwer 2 it, Chriſtians, are all of 
you in general too mannerly, too well-bred, to bear 
the thoughts of giving a firſt affront to any man. 
You would not for any conſideration be willingly 
rude to any of your acquaintance. Tell me then, 
O you who ſtand upan punctilios of civility, what 
rule of good-breeding excludes Gop from the pri- 
vilege of not being inſulted ? Why is the author of 
all decency to be the only one you dare to flight and 
treat rudely ? If the laws of good-manners give pre- 
cedence to the higheſt greateſt moſt ancient nobili- 
ty ; by what laws conſiſtent with the politeneſs / 
take ſuch pride in, are you authorized to refuſe Gov 
that preference to allother beings which he has a right 
to, in your hearts and affections? For who ſo high 
as the moſt high? Who ſo great as the Gop of al 
power? Who of ſo ancient and illuſtrious a name 
as the ancient of days, the ſource of all glory? What 
eater affrontthen can you offer to Gon, than to 
ight, nay abuſe, as you do, the lights, the graces, and 
gracious invitations with which he courts you to his 
glory? What groſſer inſult than to give audience to 
every ignoble paſſion preferably to the ſacred inſpi- 
rations he ſends you? What viler treatment, in 
word, could the moſt unpoliſtꝰd ſavages ſhew to you, 
or you receive from them, than the N of 
majeſty receives from you? Ah! What more im- 
pious rudeneſs can there be than to give to tht 
wol to the fleſh, to vanities, to impertinences to 
fin, to Satan, the flower of your days, the bloom 
of your affections, the prime of health, the cho 
cell fruits of time, the ſubſtance of life; and to put 
off the Almighty donor of all good gifts with the 
dregs of your exiſtence, the blight of your facultie 
the wither'd remains of your hearts, the 10 
reſts of impotent old-age or infirmity and the : 
luted ſhadow of a life laviſh'd in diſſolute occvP? 
tions or fruitleſs indolence? Ah]! Can ſpirite ſo br, 
bie, ſo polite, ſo genteel, ſo wel-bred,: conſent | 
treat the Lord of majeſty with ſüch indigant- ty? 
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= will you not glow with confuſion, to appear before 
him, all ragged with the want of virtues! What! 
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% fault was, ſays St. Ambroſe, that he delay'd for 


-\ok-ve, deareſt objects of my concern! I 
4 — 4 your lives inſured to an unuſual 
old-age : You are to live a long life ; and that 
life, to the very laſt, ſhall be accompanied with vi- 

ur, with preſence of mind, with reſolution of 
heart, with activity of limbs: I conclude, therefore, 
with you, that you may at your own eaſe in that 
laſt age, ſtep into the road of a final repentance, 
and with abundance of ſafety walk leiſurely to hea- 
ven, raove leiſurely towards Gop. What! To- 
wards God, did fo? Alas! With what face 
will you throw yourſelves at the feet of that loveiy 

Lord, with nothing better ;to preſent to him than 
the rotten relics of your exhauſted taients : Reſts 
which the impotence of nature has preſerved, in 
ſpite of the ſtrength of your vicious defires ? With 
what countenance will you. offer yourſelves: to the 
Lordof Majeſty at a time when you ſhallbe become 
the refuſe of the world and it's enjoyments ; the de- 
ſpicable outcaſt of vanity, luxury and preſumption? 

f you ſhould have grace enough to turn to Gop, 
when the world turns it's back you; how will 
you not redden with exceſs of ſhame, at the pre- 
ing yourlelves before his Divine Preſence, all 

over with thouſands of vicious habits ? How 


To ſuch a Lord, as our Gop is, who ever 
delighted in firſt fruits: To that Lord, who 
abhorr'd every victim which was not a firſt- 


ling; who would accept of no holocauſt from the 


prieſt, if not a firft-born To that Lord, who 
deteſted every ſacrifice where the victim was 
tainted with infirmity, b lemiſh, or imperfection, 


_ wil you preſume to think of devoting hereafter an 


old-age, polluted, waſted, maim'd and tottering ? 
What if a gardener of your own ſhould deal thus with 
any of you? If of all the rich fruitꝭ of a plentiful 
garden you truſt to his cultivating, he ſhould preſent 
to you nothing better than the ſtale remains' of a 
few rotten apples, a few ſour grapes, or a few 
blighted nectarina, reſerving to himſelf the choiceſt 
produQs of the ſeaſons; with what indignation 
would not you, look. upon him? And fhall the eter- 
nal Father, who is ſole and ſovereign proprietor of 
all we poſſeſs, be treated by us with a ſo much 
eater rudeneſs and irreverence, without: the | 
of his reſentment. ?-Is. not the horrid example 


_ of Cain: ſufficient to. diſſuade us from thus rude 


ſhehting and abuſing. the -goodneſs of gur GOD 
hy were. his been ee with indi- _ 
by the Almighty, while thoſe of his brother were 
x0 acceptable? Ah! It was on the ſame account, 
{s you-yourſelves may reaſonably Fed riſti- 
dneſs to 5 7 


if you in your frowar 

ed alſo. Me deferr'd his facrifice for: many days, 

and Fs * the of dregs of 2 o * . 
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% many days. For it is the readineſs and good- 
* will it is offer'd with which render every lacri- 


- © fice acceptable.“ X 


But you have the inſtances before you of a pro- 
igal ſon who was long contumacious and yet was 
kindly embraced when he did return to his father, 
tho? he return'd but late; of a Magdalen, who long 
a ſlave to vanity, was at laſt tenderly received, when 
ſhe gave herſelf up to her Divine Lord. And 
therefore you bluſh not, perhaps, Chriſtians, to of- 
fend him now, to flight and abuſe his graces at 
R whoſe future pardon you expect. Well: 
e it granted even, that, you, who imitate theit 
tardineſs, will ſhare in their return and reception, 
Yet ah! You muſt ſhare too at leaſt in the confu- 
fion they were under at their return. Alas! What 
bluſhes did not dye the countenance of penitent 
Mary, when bathing the feet of her Divine Ma- 
ſter with her tears! Alas what confuſion did not 


cover the repenting ſon, at the ſight of that father, 


whoſe obedience he had ſolong withdrawn himſelf 
from! Inſomuch as now to conſider himſelf no 
more in the light of a ſon, but rather ſcarce wor- 
thy of the privilege of a hired ſervant, Ah! how 
then, deareſt Chriſtians, can you have the courage 
to hazard a like confuſion, by. deterring your re- 
pentance to the laſt? It is poſſible for you, I own, 
to pleaſe: Gor by returning to him in your laſt 
ſtage of life: But it is impoſſible, that you ſhould in 
ſuch caſe be pleaſing to yourfelves. Imagin, for a mi- 


nute, that you are arrived to that crazy period, and 


that you have but juſt begun and finiſh'd. the ffer- 
ing of yourſelves to Gop: Think too you ſee your 
amorous Gop fix his eyes upon you With an atten- 
tion mix't with pity and diſdain; ſhewing to you 
the bleeding wounds your ſtubbornneſs ſo long kept 
open; and, with tacit yet lively reproaches aſking 
you: © Well then, dilatory creature! Is your ſa- 
vage fierceneſs glutted at laſt with the havock 
* made. of this innocent friendly fleſh ? 1 
at laſt reſolved to give up- to me the little blaſt of life 

et left you? Ah This is nat the time you-ſhauld 


** to have done fo, ere you had ſo olly corrupt 

* your faculties, For ah | how feeble, how little 
* worth acceptance are they now! Thay bas't com- 
« mitted farnication with many lovers. How 
* many lovers, O ungrateful uncivil ſpul, has't not 
* thou proſtituted thy hęart to, ere thou bringeſt 
© it to me: And now das't thou: offer to be whol- 
0 2 Why, but becauſe thou can'ſt give thy- 


ft none, to nought, beſide? Now ar't thou 


charmed with thy Gop? ig. hut becauſe then 
* ar't no incapable af being charm'd with ayght 
* beſide? But charm'd? Na no: Tis not thy Jove 
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& of me, but thy penurious condition which brings 
* hee back to me. Therefore dos't thou ſeek my 
% heavenly manſions, becauſe thou ar't now 
% frown'd out from every other as a nuſance. 


& Therefore dos't thou now pay thy court to me 
and to. my heaven, becauſe the earth and the 


* 


ce 
pride and luſt of it are tired of paying court to 


„ thee. Therefore art thou deſirous of being 
mine, becauſe thou ar't become the refuſe ot eve- 
&« fy other being. Nor would'ſt thou even yet 
be mine, but that thou has't exhauſted every ta- 
& lent which can enable thee to love, or gain the 
* affection or favour of, any thing beſides me. 
60 
cc 
cc 


Ah! Thou bart indeed, committed fornication 


with many lovers, ungrateful, uncivil as thou 
was't to me. Nevertbeleſs return unto me, ſaith 
« the Lord, and I will receive thee. * Was thy 
« reception to be proportion'd to thy deſert; I 
„ know what a one thou mighteſt expect for this 
* tardy and forced rather than free return. I 
«© ſhould ſend thee back for thy recompence to 
& the maſters thou has't hitherto ſerved in prefe- 
© rence to me; and in ſo _ teach others, at 
* thy coſt, the conſequence of (lighting and ahu- 
© fing the favours of their Gop. But ungrateful, 
% dilatory, irreverent as thou has't been, thou 
« {till ar't mine: Return 1 and I will re- 
« ceive' thee.” O my dear Chriſtians! Tell me: 
How would you be able to bear-up againſt fuch 
juſt, ſuch ſtinging reproaches ? On merely reflect- 
ing, that you deſerved ſuch, could you forbear burſt- 
ing with grief and confuſion? If it ſeems to you 
that you ſhould have courage enough to meet them, 
ſurely it proceeds from a meanneſs of ſou} which 
makes you inſenſible how very grievous it muſt be, 
to generous ay to. be upbraided with ſuch ruſ- 
tic ingratitude. Or if you believe, that it would 
give you any exceſs of pain; why will you labour 
to render it more grievous by prolonging, with 
daily procraftinations, your deſired converſion to 
. Gop ? God, it is true may accept your repentance, 
tho” ever ſo late: But you have little * to ex- 
eC that your preſuming on it will induce him to 
o it. Rather have you the greateſt cauſe to fear, 
that, as your ſinful negle&s of him have often ob- 
liged him to abſcond from you with his grace, ſo 
may your — — tardineſs of returning to 
him incenſe him to withdraw himſelf wholly from 
you, never to ſhew his lovely countenance to you 
more. For, as St. Auguſtin very juſtly remarks, 
tho? © Gop in his tender mercy has promiſed par- 
« don to every penitent ſinner, yet he never pro- 
«© miſed to any ſinner the time to repent.” Why 
then will you, O ſinful Chriſtians, neglect the pre- 
ſent time for converſion, which is the only time 
you can call your own ? Why put off your repen- 
"Ws * Ibid. | | 
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tance to the future which may never be your own? 

Return then, return, O deareſt fellow Sinners 
Let me conjure you in the very words of your 
Gop : Return to him from this inſtant, by 
reſolving on a ſerious, ſpeedy, penitential Confeſſ- 
on at this holy time. As many of you as hear me, 
refle&, that you have loſt already but too much of 
life. Some more, ſome leſs ; but all of you have 
ſinn'd : Let all of you then from this day ſet about 
redeeming the time you have abuſed, by enlarging, 
with your future improvement of time, the eterni. 
ty which is in your power. Farewell then, idle 
paſtimes | Farewell, ſenſeleſs occupations! Farewell, 
cruel enjoyments of the earth which have robb'd 
us of ſo many and ſo precious hours, days, nay 
years ! O! How ſhocking is the bare remembrance 
of you? Barely to reflect, that, late as it is in life 
for us, we have ſo long, ſo important a journey, yet 
to begin towards heaven and eternity, alt 
thought. And yet the very reflecting on our pre{- 
ſing need: That we are ſo far advanced in our day 
of life, and ſtill ſo very diſtant from our jour- 
ney's end, may urge us to preſs faſter on: And 
thus ſhall the induſtry of a few well-managed 
months fill-up with precious fruits of virtue, al 
our former miſpent years and amply repair all pal 
delays. Thus ſhall we double our eternity of love 
for God, and force him to forget our paſt ingratitude 
and rude returns of all the mercies he has heap'l 
upon us. 


II. However there are not wanting, even among 


Chriſtians, ſome inconſiderate creatures ſo void 0! 
generoſity, as to care but little how ungrateful 


they proved to Gop, if they could but eſcape his 
puniſhments. It is loſing time then to expoſtulate 
with ſuch, or to try to diſſuade them from trifling 
with Gop, by arguments drawn from the noble 
motives of love and gratitude and due reſpe for 
him. Not one of theſe will touch their meaner 
hearts. Such language will only ſerve to urge 
them, after the example of the Jews to tale 
the flones of freſh ingratitudes to throw at Goh. 
Fear, ſervil fear and ſordid intereft are the only mo- 


tives which have weight with them. And is there 


any-dearth of motives of this kind ? No, beloved, 
no. If hitherto I have not argued from rinciples 
of terror, to diſſuade you from putting off any loc. 
r the happy day of” yollt” Be converſion, the 
leſſed period which ſhall renew you and male 
you live again to Go b and live forever ; It is be. 
cauſe my favourable thoughts of you inclined me 
to believe, that more exalted motives would better 
ſuit and more ſucceſsfully affe& ſuch noble, gene 
rous, poliſh'd, grateful ſouls as thoſe I hope 1 _ 
to deal with in addreſſing me to — * - [ 
b 


tho? you have been ſinners hitherto; af 
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truft, you are not quite ſo harden'd, that the tre- 
fle ction on Gop's goodneſs to you will not ſuffice to 
win you over to a ſpeedy repentance. After all, 
wide as you have lived from God, tardy as you have 
heen to return to him; you have ſtill, I hope, 
ſomeſreſpeQ, ſome tenderneſs, ſome gratitude, ſome 
affection left for him: You cannot then be quite 
ſuch obſtinate offenders, that nothing but laſh and 


whip can bring you back to your indulgent Lord, 


who has borne: with you ſo long only to gain you to 
himſelf. If then the endearments of your Almigh- 
ty Sovereign will work upon you ; what need, what 
room is there for arguments of terror ? Yet pardon, 

ntle Chriſtians, if, to the ſoothing mil difcourſe, 
which, anxious for your ſafety yet tender of your 
delicacy, I have held with you, I now proceed to 
add ſome reaſonings of a ſharper more awaking na- 
ture for ſouls of baſer alloy, who ſtand in need of 
terrors to bring them back to their expecting Gop. 

And O! What terrors hover over their unthink- 
ing heads} O obftinate ſinhers | For now to you 
are all my words addreſt. O perverſe triflers with 
time, eternity, yourſelves and Gop | In what have 


4 | = hitherto conſumed your days? Has it been in 


im or innocence : In virtues or in every vice? With 
God cr with the world? Ah! Did you keep but 
each a journal of your actions; how full, how croud- 


ed would not every day's account appear? But of 


what? Of glorious actions done for eternity? For 


your ſouls? For Gop ? Not at all: But of idleneſs, 


of impertinences, of vanities, of vices, of enormities, 
of ſcandals given into to pleaſe the world, the fleſh, 
the common enemy of Gap and you. What tho? 
ou have no journal by you ; every witneſs to your 
ives, even I, can make it for you; and you ſhall 
own it, tho” ſhort, a faithful abſtract. As for your 
childhood I paſs it over unheeded, that being a ſtage 
of life more directed by nature than reaſon. But 
ſoon as enter'd into puerility, O! What intricacy, 
what a confuſion of diſorders appears! From t 
firft opening of your reaſon, how. inverted a uſe did 
you not make of it? How ſoon was that hapleſs 
wer aſſail'd by the troop of your humour'd paſſi- 
ons? Aſaild, did I ſay * How ſoon was it not ſub- 
dued and enſlaved ? What ſlaughter did you not 


+ ſuffer them to make of your reaſon; of free-will, of 


grace, of every noble faculty of your ſouls? As you 
grew-up into youths, how did not paſſion and vice 
ſhoot-up with you? How were you not, every year 
every day, torn and divided by the tumults of your 
contraſting appetites; by loves; by hatreds ; by 
mirths ; by melancholy? O the weakneſs! O the 


imprudences! O the raſh attempts! O what innu- - 


merable ſallies of deipair, of preſumption, of ob&i- 
nacy, of inconſiſtency, made you almoſt each minute 
differ Nom Jour ves, How have you not loiter'd- 
out ſuch and ſuch hours, days and weeks and months, 


now at coffee-honſes, taverns, and places of riotous 
reſort ; now at leſs nauſeous, but not more impro- 
ving parties; here wedged-in with ſharpers at a 
gaming-table; there with ladies at a tea-board ; in- 
ceſlantly employ'd at home, abroad, in houſes or in 
ſtreets, in meditating or in practiſing ſome vice or 
other; in drinking, quarrelling, fighting, challeng- 
ing, tricking, defaming, lying, ſwearing, leud diſ- 
courſes or laſcivious looks ? And thoſe unnumber'd 
nights of which the reckoning is loſt? How have 
not 9 been conſumed in dancing, fiddling, con- 
ſorts, plays, and public diſſipations, if not in private 
vices not to be named among Chriſtians? And. 
church? And the holy ſacraments? And prayer? 
And ſermon ? Ah what ſplittings of half- hours have 
not they been hurried-over with ; when you have 
honour'd or rather diſgraced them with your pre- 
ſence, to loiter- away ſome leiſure minutes, you 
knew not where elſe to waſte; or when you have 
thought it neceſſary to ſave appearances ? But let 
us paſs-on to your manhood. Here indeed I remark 


leſs levity in your conduct but not leſs guilt : R 


ther, on the contrary, are your crimes more grie- 
vous, ſince you-yourſelves are become leſs giddy. 
What occupation has any-one of you given-up your 

ears to, which has not fill'd the meaſure of your 
iniquity ? To the bar? But O! what iniquitous ſen- 
tences, have you not ſign'd, where you were judg- 
es | What unjuſt pleadings, what unfair proceedings, 
are you not black with, where lawyers | Do you 

overn? O what diſorders in yourſelves and ſub- 
jeas! Are you ſubjects? O how refraQtory your 


conduct! O phyſicians ! What ignorance, what in- 


dolence, what raſhneſſes are you not loaded with? 
Merchants, what frauds fill- up not more your cof- 


fers than your conſciences ! And O the lies, the per- 


juries, the impoſitions, with which you, tradeſmen, 
are daily toiling to promote your ſordid lucre! E- 
very paiffs has been taken by you, in more than 
one way, and by more than one artifice, to ſoften 
and ſweeten the irkſome fatigues of this ill-ſpent 
mortal life: But for the immortal exiſtence no 
thought has been employ'd. What time has been 
aſſign d with any fervor or ſincerity, to the real du- 
ties of your ſeveral ſtations, to your ſouls ſalvation, 
to the Almighty's honour ? Alas, alas! Every in- 
ſtant from your birth to your preſent. ſtate” (the 
time of your infancy excepted) has been nothing but 
a mixture of Chriſtian profeſſion and heatheniſh 
practice; a confuſion of ſacraments with fins; a 
perpetual circie of confeſſions and .relapſes; a de- 
teſtable chequer-work of prayers, and faſts, and 
alms and maſſes, and communions, and luxury, and 
avarice, and fraudulency, and ambition. Im thort, 
O ſtubborn triflers with time l Your conduct has 
been as vile and as unſteady as that of the people of 
Sion, ever moving in a rotatian of the ſame accu- 
EN | mulated 
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mulated critics: And therefore to every- one of you, 
gs to each one of them, may I repeat the prophet 
Feremiob's (what ſhall I term it?) Lamentation 
or r : How excreuingi vile ar't thou become, 
fterating thy ways ! * Ah heaven grant, in it's un- 
wearied mercy, that no-one of you, by ſharing in 
their guilt, may ſhare in their puniſhment 1 But 
how does not the terrible menace of the Almighty 


make me tremble for every individual of you : From 
hence alfo thou ſbalt 45 And thy hands (of guilt) 


ſpall be upon thy bead; becauſe the Lord bath de- 
Proy'sd thy confidence, and thou ſbalt have nothing 
5 operons . | 7 

' © the filthy deteftable journal: Away with it. 


| Already do 1 repent of becoming your examiner, 
for the ſake of ſparing both feandal to the inno- 
cent, and confafion to you, O Sinners. 


remembrance of the precious treaſures of time you 
have laviſh'd; when all the blood which can fluſh 
your faces, tho* it ſhould even guſh through every 
pore, will not fuffice to recall one miſpent irrevoca- 

le hour back? Ah: Lament then and take-on, O 
wretched bankrupts of virtue, grace and time! 
Weep: Weep with inconſolable tears over the loſs. 
of ſo many valuable months, fo many precious years 
you might have purchaſed heaven with. © Who, 7 
© uſe the mournful expreſſions of an ancient boly 
« Father, Who thalf reftore to you the years you. 
* have ſquander*d* in emptineſs ?”” Of all the la- 
bours and ſollicitudes you have. laid-out (you know 
beft in what bank) who ſhall pay the principal or 
even intereſt ? All the thoughts, all the actions you 

it-out to any but Goo, are funk into beg or 
guilt. All the fair 2 of the traitor-world 
now fail you: And that world, which hurried you, 
by it's inſinuations, into ruin, is haſtily running to 


ruin itſelf. Ah! weep then and weep inceſſantly, 


for all your. remedy is in your tears. 


Nevertheleſs ſo far, Beloved, is the perverſe part 


of Chriſtianity from weeping over the years they 
have ſpent the worſt, that they taugh in their hearts 
at my 8 as if I meant only, by certain 
melancho 


already does youth By away: Short: is the 


„us: Then, then ſhall: we find opportunity a 


s leiſure enough to give ourſelves up togGoD. . 
Mean while we are otherwiſe taken- up- If with 
ſuch untimely devotion we now break-in upon 
Tel when ſhall we be 

diverſions? O Satan, Sa- 


our only days of en 
able to get a taſte o 


5 Chap. ii, 4 + | Ibid 85 
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And 
Why ſhould I raiſe a bluſh on your cheeks with a 


holy refleQions, to rob them of all the plea-- 
ſures of their greener. years, to precipitate them ere 
it be time into all the gloomy cares of old-age. 
"Alas! I their -conflant cry: Alas Too 12 

ace 
in which we can reliſh enjoyment; and ere we 
are aware the maturity of life will hurry upon 


% thn} What Aattering illuſi ve ways thou has; 


found out to lead along with thee, companions to 
thy miſeries, ſuch multitudes of Catholics whom 
Gov, with amorous tenderneſs had deſtin'd to the 
vacant thrones of glory !.But ah traitor ! Is it their 
youth, perfidious ſerpent, which thou would'ſt gull 
them out of? No, no: Thou ar't 
probably they will either never quit their youth 
without quitting life alſo, or never quit their vices 
with their youth to live a life of penance and vir- 
tue: And therefore ar't thou in expeQation, that, 
robbing them of the flower of lite, thou may'ſt 
eaſily cheat them of the fruit alſo. But O my 
much Beloved, tho? obſtinate ſinners ! How do not 
I wiſh, that you would once ſeriouſly learn to baffle 
the baſe artifices of this infernal impoſtor ! I ima- 
gin, O triflers, notwithſtanding all your tardineſs, 
all your frowatdnefs, that you are not ſuch ere- 
mies to eternal happineſs as to be reſolved on being 
eternally miſerable: And therefore, as you know you 
cannot perſiſt in fin to the end of life and be faved, 
I do not ſuppoſe, that any of you are fo ſtupid as to 
deſign putting off your repentance till death. No, 
no: You purpoſe all, I dare vouch for you, to be 
very good before you die. But tell me: Do you 
know then for certain when yon fhall die ? Every- 
one of you is too weak, too irrefolute, too puſillani- 
mous to give himſelf up in this very inſtant to Gov: 
You all wait a more fovourdble opportunity : And 
yet are you not conſcious, that you cannot even 
gueſs when that opportunity will offer ? Nay are 
you not very uncertain whether it will ever offer 
or no. You do not fin now with the intent of ſin- 
er the end) I know: But you live-on in fin 
with the illuſive deſign of repenting hereafter, ſay- 
ing to yourſelyes, with the perverfe ſons of Hel, 
with whom you are ſo likely to be diſappointed and 
(difappointed) to be. loſt, Bye and bye, bye and 
bye. When we are growing old then will we 
* think on doing pepance.“ Bye and bye. d 
Jay ? Ah deluded mortals! This bye and bye b 
that uncertain future about which the devil concern 
himſelf but little, ſo he can but prevail upon you'® 

ive-up to him the certain preſent inſtant. © Ye 
« yes, ſays. the great St. Baſil, this artful ſerpent, 
* ever ſubtil at deceiving, often-robs us of the pte. 
* ſent day's leiſure, by cunningly flattering our im 
* gination with the proſpe& of the morrow. 

2 the rank folly, Chriſtians, of ſuffering out 
ſelves. to be thus impoſed upon ! And yet oo 
number of Chtiſtians who are the dupes of it! | 
perverſe triflers. with time, eternity and _ 
hat but this is the cauſe of your delays? O u. 
unhappy wife of Lot / What but à like — 
was her undoing? For do you imagin, Ch"! F "i | 
that, when ſhe was ſeized with the anzious cn 
tion to look-back, in ſpite of the divine — 4 


perſuaded, that 3 3 
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ment, and to caſt one parting look upon her flaming 
country, no opportuge remorſe, no friendly check 
of conſcience call'd : her to deſiſt and ſay'd to 
her: © Look not that way, O 
% Gop forbids thee ? Who knows, that, for turn- 
© ing towards thy guilty patriots with thy eyes, of- 
* fended heaven may involve thee in one common 
guilt with them, who dareſt to accompany themin 
© rebellion ?” But, ſays the flattery of a temerary 
te thought: Tis but for this one time. I will but 
e caſt this pitying glance and then preſs forward 
e to the mountain. There Pll crave pardon of my 
“Go; and thus after gratifying my 40 
« ſatisfy his juſtice.” She look'd then; the indul- 
ged the reſtleſs paſſion ; ſhe gratified the rage of 
her curious deſire in the ſight of thoſe fulphurous 
flames : But then? O then, when ſhe thought to 
move forward, when ſhe would look towards the 
mount which was to be at once the ſtage and wit- 
neſs of her repentance, her life Was at an end: Loſt 
to all life, all ſenſe, All motion, ſhe was petrified to 
a ſtatue of ſalt. In ſhort, as St. Auguſtin, ſays, 
Where ſhe look'd-back, where ſbe balted, where 
4e ſhe finn'd, there, there ſhe remain'd.” Long 
is it, G Beloved, that you, like this unhappy wo- 
man, have been call'd by heaven to ſeek your 
ſafety in the holy mount, (?bat is) in the ſublimi- 
? Chriſtian perfection, by turning your looks, 
your inclinations forever away from thoſe concu- 
piſcences with which the whole earth is inflamed, 
1s burning, is almoſt conſumed. Often has the 
voice of a. ſalutary inſpiration ſaid to you :. © Flee 
* from this Sin, 4 
« from this other incendiary paſſion or occaſion. 
© Save your life: Look not back; neither flay in 
* all the courtry round: But ſave yourſelf in the 
*© mountain, leſt you alſo periſh withall,”” And 
how often have not you like that female dupe of 
delay, rejected the wholſome cogitation,, or put it 
off with a To-morrow. Pooh there will be 


R 


time enough to think ſeriouſly hereafter.” But 
what, if that time, that e ſhould never be 
at your diſpoſal? And this may very probably be. 
your caſe. You, O young man, give a. looſe. 


at preſent to every flattering paſſion and ſtill pro- 


mie oe conſcience a time for the acquiſition of 
ian 


virtues. But when ſhall this deficable. 


Chri 
time come? When ſhall all theſe fine promiſes be 


cc <q in a ſettled way.” It- muſt be then, I ſup- 


K e, at ſome time or other of your manhood. But 
ow can that well be? Then alas you will have 
; hen you will 
be wholly taken- up with the improvement of your 
ſubſtance, the advancement of your ſons, the diſpo- 
fal of your daughters, and brigueing for employ - heart ſhall be e 


too much buſineſs on your hands: 


ments or ſettlements for them, or elfe perhaps cark- 
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Woman: for thy 


rom that dangerous attachment, 


fulfill'd? “ it cannot be yet a While: Lam not 


169 


ing for bread to ſupport them with. Much time 


then you are likely to have, in that ſtage of life, 


for acquiring any virtues you are not already poſſeſt 
of. So then, you think better on it, and reſolve to 
put it off to old-age ? But what, if you ſhould die 
while you are young? And are you ſure, you ſhall 
not? What certainty, nay what rational probability, . 
have you, that your preſumptuous delays will not 
be earlily overtaken by reproving deſtroying ven- 
geance, any more than many thouſands before you 
have had, who, deſigning to be exemplary peai- - 
tents in their old-age, have been, like Ophn: and 
Phineas, made examples of terror to all triffers - 
with Gop and his grace, and died reprobate Sin- 
ners in the very prime of life? But Þ'Il go farther, . 
and admit you to be in a moral certainty, nay, (if 
you chuſe it) in a phyſical one, that you ſhall live 
to a deſirable old-age. What then? Why then, 
my paſſions will be tired, my concupiſcence 
* worn-out, and my blood grown cold: My affairs - 
% will be ſettled, and my thoughts digeſted ; and 
* the buſineſs of the ſoul I ſhall then be in a con- 
dition to give-up a whole ſoul unalienated, un- 
*« difturb'd, unliable to the levities attending a more 
active time of life.” O the fine ſeaſon for re- 
turning to Gop | You too, O young-maiden ! Why 
do not you anſwer the gracious amorous calls of 
your loving ſpouſe the lovely Jeſus ? Why flight 
the graces, the invitations with which be induſtr'- 
ouſly courts you to be his own? © O my time is 
© not yet come: I ſhall give him nothing but a 
© heart divided amidſt a thouſand oppoſit contraſt- 
ing affections and deſires, if I give myſelf up to 
* devotion before my mind and ſtation be fix d.“ 
And ah ! When, think you, will that be? When is 
God likely to have zny ſhare in you, if not now? 
Soon will come-on the ſeemingly. joyous, the $9 
and giddy times of wooing and. of wedding: And 
judge you, if, amidſt: the buſy impertinences of 
thoſe diſſipated days, all for the moſt part waſted 
in nothing but licentiouſneſs, you will be able to give- - 
up many moments to God and to your ſoul. Judge : 
you, if you will then have leiſure to remember 
nicety of Chriſtian temperance in the midſt of en- 
tertainments ; the ſtrictneſs of Chriſtian reſerve in 
every public or private party, the. unſpotted purity - 
of tongue and actions, with. the perfect piety of 
heart, always becoming the devout ſex, Whether 
maidens or matrons. There will too, very proba- 
bly come the times of breeding and bringing-forth; 
and what great acquiſition of virtues, think you, 
will you be able to make, when wholly taken- up 
with the qualms, the pains, the cares and'anxietics » 
of pregnancy? What. tenderneſs: will remam in 
your heart for devotion and piety, When your whole 
ngroſs'd by lollicitous tenderneſs for 
a huſband and children? Will pot the care and 
, g 2 . . - Concer n 
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concern for your family, in which moſt probabl 
you will then be, take you wholly off from all 
thouShts of Gop and Eternity ? And will you too, 
notwithſtanding, truſt to the uncertainty of old-age 
togrow good? Ah! Believe me, dear deluded fel- 
low Chriſtians : You deceive yourſelves very groſ- 
ly. Believe me: You truſt to a broken reed in 
truſting to old-age. Believe me: If you are not 
till then Node with Chriſtian virtue; you very 
probably never will be. Believe me: In your old- 
age, if you ever attain to it, the attachments of the 
world, the delicacy of the fleſh, the inordinate love 
of pleaſures, intereſts and pride, which have not 
been totally deſtroy'd in your youth, will root them- 
ſelves ſo deeply, ſo thickly in your ſouls, as to leave 
Gov's grace no ſingle ſpace to grow in, much leſs 
to ſhoot-up one ſingle-ſprig of Chriſtian Virtue. 
Ah too truly is this the eaſe among Mankind. 
Too true is it, that their choiceſt days are 
devoted, to the ſervice of the devil; who by 
little and little robs them inſenſibly of their whole 
life. Too true is it, that the deſires of giving 
themſelves up to Gop, are put off to the next day, 
the next month, the next year, till life itfelf gene- 
rally fails. 'Thus ſhamefully is human life laviſh'd : 
And in what ? Why ---- by the women, in eating, 
ſleeping, dreſſing, viſiting, play and fruitleſs diver- 


fions : In modes, in punctilios, in appointments and 


uſeleſs if not hurtful parties : At beſt, in domeſtic 
cares, in impertinent niceties of family grandeur, 
and the triflings of an imaginary oeconomy. In 
ſhort, to ſpeak in the moſt favourable terms, they 
are buſied about many things : But about the One- 
, thing neceſſary, what is thought? What is done? 
Nothing mere nothing. And how are the men em- 
ployed? Few better; but many worſe. If they are 
perſons of birth and faſhion, of power or preroga- 
tive; their days are miſerably divided between the 
court, the bar, and their own home; now paying, 
now receiving homage ; here intriguing, there de- 
© ciding; and ever filling their heads with intricacies, 
their hearts with anguiſh; wholly devoted to the 
public, intirely abſent to themſelves : If they are 
tradeſmen ; how intenſely are they not buſied in 
working, running this way and that, to buy, to ſell, 
to cheat, to lie, to ſwear and forſwear, to diffipate 
their ſubſtance in ſearch of more, to conſume their 
ſtrength, their health, their ſenſes, their ſpirits in 
purſuit of gain, without reſpit, without breathing- 
time, without reſt or the defire of it! Thus eager 
are they to give to Caeſar what is STS nay 
more than what is his. Thus punctual are they 
to give to the earth their all which is of the earth, 
their fleſh and appetites ; nay more their ſouls and 
affections, which belong not to the earth, but to 
heaven. But to give e Gop what belongs to Gop, 
what eagerneſs, what punQuality is ſhewn? To 


promote the advantages of the ſoul, what pains are 
taken? To think on Eternity, on Gop, what time 
is employ'd? “ O That will be thought on after- 
* wards.” Ahl falſe deceitful Afterwards, thou 
traitor to chriſtianity ! Ah baſe and guileful After. 
wards, thou murderer of Chriſtian ſouls I Ah vile 


ungrateful Afterwards, thou cruel aſſaſſin of time, 5 


eternity and bliſs! Ah Afterwards, thou ſworn ene- 
my to man's ſalvation and to Gop's honour ! Shall 
man at the peril of his ſalvation truſt to thy deluſive 
promiſes, who has't ſo often faild ? “ Afterwards 
© (do you ſay, Chriſtfans) afterwards you will give 
< yourſelves up to Gop ? Now you will perſiſt in 
* ſinning, and repentance will come afterwards ?” 
O inſolent preſumption ! So you may ſtone the di- 
vine Mercy with obdurate contempt of his graces, 
and Gop muſt not wreak vengeance on Y ou? He 
may abſcond from your hearts, while you are diſpo- 
ſed to refuſe him entrance; but may not withdraw 
himſelf wholly, and abſolutely refuſe to enter into 
them again, when you ſhall think fit to invite him 
with a too late repentance? What then do you 


make of Gop? Or what ſhall I make of your ar- 
rogance? Surely, if you do not hlaſpheme your di- 


vine Sovereign in words, while you perſiſt in this 
conduct, you cannot be very wide of blaſphe- 
ming him in your actions, and blaſpheming in 
your hearts. Look ye then, perverſe Chriſtians, 
with trembling aching pity I tell you; If you 
repent not now; then, in all probability, you never 
will repent. If you do not now give yourſelves up 
to GoD; there are a thouſand chances to one 2.1 
gainſt you, that you never will give yourſelves to 
him, or he will never accept of you, when you do 
You know, that the ſame Bor who ſays to us his 
miniſters, He who hears you, hears me, ſpeaks to 
you by my mouth: If then you hear not the word! 
of God, now once for all inviting you to a ſincere 
immediate repentance ; Therefore is it that you bea 
not, becauſe you are not of God. For He, bbe i. 
God, beareth the word of God, as my very text 
aſſures you. In ſhort, if you trifle any longer with 
Gop; if you ſet him again at defiance, If, inſtead 
of returning to him, you throw flones at bim, by te- 
jeeting this invitation to penance, which He 90% 
vouchſafes to you by my mouth; there are the great 
odds againſt you, that it may be, the laſt mercy be 
has decreed to ſhew you; it may be, that you V 
die in a ſtate of final impenitence, and that He, 
whom your paſt Sins have forced for a long time io 
abſcond from your hearts, ſhall, in his juſt indigns 
tion puniſh your obduracy, as he did that of the 
Jews in our Goſpel: They, like You, took up 9 
to throw at bim; But Ixsus hid bim elf and we" 
out of the temple : So will he depart rom the — 
ple ot your hearts, leave you to die in Sin, leave 
you to be eternally loſt. 


go 


So then, Chriſtians, You think to put Gop off 
with an Afterwards Ah! hear St. Auguſtin and 
bluſh at ſuch ſelf-deceiving arrogance. * If After- 
4 d, if ſome one time or other; why not now?“ 
Yes, beloved Brethren, if you deſign one time or o- 
ther to tread in a ſafer path, why not ſeize the pre- 
ſent time, which is the only time you can call your 
own? Why transfer ſo good, ſo uſeful, ſo neceſſary 
a work to a time of life, which you know not that 
You ſhall ever arriye to? Whence do you con- 
clude, that You ſhall ever attain to that month, that 
year, that ſtage of life to which you deſign to put- 
off your converſion ? Do you know for certain, the 
determin'd age at which mankind are ſentenced 
fo hell fire? O all-receiving jaws of hell ! Are there 
none but old-men, dotards, impenitents of fourſcore, 
yet burning in the unconſuming fire? Ah! Yes there 
rere: Too, too many are there in that horrid abyſs, 
men of thirty, twenty, fifteen years of age, now and 
for ever weeping and gnaſhing their teeth. What 
then are you waiting for, O dilatory mortals, to ſe- 
cure you from thoſe never-ceafing flames? Alrea- 
dy is the eighteenth century almoſt half elapſed 
== ſince Chriſt fr preach'd perfection to Chriſtians: 
And is not the day yet come for You, O Catholics, 
ſo much as to ſet about erideavouring at it. So 
long is it ſince Chriſt firſt gave himſelf to You, and 
is not the joyful bleſſed day yet come, on which 
you can reſolve to give yourſelves up to him in a 
ſincere converſion? Ol] if you mean to do it one 
| day, why not on this day? Why, ah why? „If 
** ſome time or other; why not now?” Thus 
3 does the Holy Father reaſon. But with all 
due ſubmiſſion to the ſaint, there is an argument 
yet ſtronger. Give me leave then to reverſe the 
phraſe, and you will feel it, if you have any feeling, 
wound more deeply till. I fay then: F not now, 
why one time or other? You are now ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as wilfully to reſiſt Gop : And why then 
ſhall not He, one time or other, pay you in coin 
with a determin'd reſiſtance? God invites you to 
repent inceſſantly: You will «not at preſent ; And 
pray, why afterwards ? © If not now why one time 
or other?” Ah! how many years has not the a- 
dorable crucified Feſus held-out his arms to invite 
you to the love of him on his croſs? And ſhall you, 
rather than diſguſt your inſatiable paſſions, ſtill per- 
fiſt in n. his endearments, and returning him 
ungrateful repulſes? And ſhall Feſus have ſtill cauſe 
to complain, by the mouth of his prophet : I have 
ſpread wide my bands all day to an incredulous peo- 
ple, which goeth, in a way not good, after their own 
cogttations: A people, who continually provoke me 
to anger before my face? * Alas, unha 17 unthink- 
ing creatures! What ſhall become © you, if you 
continue to deal thus with Gop ; who has ſworn 
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to return contempt with contempt, repulſe for re- 


pulſe? O tremble then and avoid the terrible ſen- 


tence: There ſhall be a _ in my fury, a fire 
burning all the day. Bebold, it is written before 
me : | will not bald ſilence, but I will render and 
repay into their boſom. F Have a care then of tri- 
fling with him any longer. If to-day you reject his 
grace | who knows, when he will ever accept your 
converſion ? © if not now; why one time or other?” 
O ſouls more precious to me than the apple of my 
eye! Weigh well F circumſtances, the circum- 
ſtance of Gov. Gop will loſe no one ray of glo- 
ry of all his heavenly attributes, tho* you ſhould 
abſolutely periſh. ou, if you are not wholly ſa- 
ved, will be utterly undone : And all the miſery of 
your ruin will be yours for ever. And if you ſeize 


not this immediate inſtant to begin the important 


work of your ſalvation ; tell me, when will the in- 
ſtant come, in which you can be ſure that you ſhall 
undertake it: You who are not aſſured that this is 
not to be your laſt ? To-day your Feſus kindly calls 
you to be his own: To-day he invites you to yield 
to his gracious endearments : To-day, he entreats 
you once more (perhaps once more for all) to repair 
your former delays, by throwing aſide your paſt ob- 
duracy, and melting into gratitude for his long ſuf- 
« ferance. To-day then, if you ſball bear bis voice, 
barden not your hearts. t And you know from 
our Saviour in this day's Goſpel, that if you hear 
him not, you are not his. For He, who is of Gop, 
beareth the words of God. To-day then, O loi- 
tering Chriſtians, to-day before to-morrow, I ſay, 
let it be that you begin ſeriouſly to yield yourſelves 
up to Feſus. If you do not do it to-day, ah | when 
ſhall you do it? “ If not now; why at ſome time 
or other“ What ſay you? You will, within a 
few years; when your paſſions are a little leſs con- 
tumacious z your ſpirits a little more turn d; when 
your proneneſs to vice is ſomething leſs vehement, 
the ardor of your blood a little more abated, and 
your thoughts and affections are totally ſettled? Hut 


Go ſays not this: To-day, he cries: To-day if eu 


all hear his voice, barden not your hearts. You 
fay : It ſhall be a few months hence; when that 
inordinate affection ſhall be glutted: when this af- 
fair of intereſt is finiſh'd. No, ſays Gon, To-day, 


or never. To-day, if you bear his voice, harden 


not your beerts. But you chuſe the holy-week to 
do it in. Then, youg think, the days fadden'd 
„with the ſufferings of Chriſt, render d pompouſ-- 
e ly melancholy with the penitential piety of the 
A Church, will better charm your ſouls to compunc- 
„tion and penance.” But I fay, Chriſtians: If 
you put it off ?till then; it is more than likely, that 
your deſigns of repentance will then be ftill faint- 
er, your actual deſires of it extinguiſh'd, and your 
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+ Ibid. © 


preſcnt 
1 * 


wo 


* 


172 
preſent diſpoſitions for compunction vaniſh'd into 
ſmoke, © Gop therefore bids: you, yield to him 


3 


on this very day. 


if you ſball bear bi, 


roy 
 woice, harden not your bearts, What! To-day 


ou are unwilling to do it on any terms? In the 


name then of that Divine Lord, whoſe grace you 


now reject, I muſt tell you, that another time, 
when (may be) you would be willing, you will not 
be able. And, to return to our argument, ** If not 
oe now; pray, why at one time or other?“ In a 
word, what room have you to think, that you ſhall 


do it at any other time more certainly than now? 


Anſwer me not, dear Brethren, as the Fetus did 


our Saviour, Do not we ſay well, that thoy or't a 


Samariten and has't a devil? Think not, that it is 


from any malignant motive I ſpeak to you thus harſh- 


ly. That Gop, who judges between you and me, 


knows that I ſpeak not thus, for the bare ſake of 


' troubling your peace with ſtern prophetic menaces. 


But how can I love your ſouls, or ſaye my own, 
without ſuggeſting to you, that, if you yield not to 
the veice of Gop this day; if you put off ſtill lon- 
ger Gop's courteous invitations to repentance; and 


a life more innocent and edifying; it may be, that, 


more- and more infatuated with the flattery of 
your deceitful ſenſes, with the fraud of carthly joys 


and intereſts, with the violence of evil inclinations 


and habits, and examples, you will deeply plunge, 


ere you are aware, into ſome fatal labyrinth of vice, 
out of which, when it is too late, you will wiſh in 


vain to extricate yourſe] ves ? 

Be mindful of the folly of your anceſtors; And 
let their juſt chaſtiſements be to you a leſſon of 
more wiſdom. Te-day (this very day) if you. bear 


the voice of the Lord, barden not your hearts, as in 


pointed ; were excluded 
Inheritance by untimely death; and died in a ſtate 


the provocation according to the day of temptation in 
She wilderneſs, where your Fathers (ſays the Lord) 
#empied me, tried me, and ſaw my works. The 
Jews, while in the deſert, defign'd, as much as you 
do, to give themſelves up to Gop: But when? O! 
When they ſhould be in poſſeſſion of the land 
of Promiſe, But mean time were they continuall 
teraptivg the Divine Juſtice to vengeance with fre 
ſins, continually trying the Divine Mercy with 
freſh delays of repentanee, till at laft they ſaw in ef- 
fett, and faw to their forrow, the works of his ri- 
gour, as well as theſe they had ſeen of his lenity. 
And they who. ungratefully, uncivilly, preſumptu- 
-oully, trifled; with Gon, putting-off their return to 
him till they hovid be in the land of Promiſe, and 
in a ſtæte of reſt and illity, were. juſtly diſap- 
exer from the promiſed 


_ of exile, a State of Sin, a State of obſtinacy, a State 


of wrath. Have a care then, beloved, that you act 
not like them. Tempt not the Lord: your Gop a- 
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you with his mercy and g out of the temple of your 


ny longer with delays, with puts-off, with ſlowneſs 
of belief and hardneſs of heart. For ſhould you, 
deaf to his words, and blind to his will, tempt his 
juſtice with future tardineſs ; try his mercy with 
freſh ingratitude; you will ſee and fatally ſee the 
works of his equity as well as you have experienced 
thoſe of his clemency. You will find to your ſor- 
row, when paſt a remedy, that Gop can. be rigor- 
ouſly juſt, as well as tenderly merciful ; that he can 
be angry as well as patient; that he can reſent and 
puniſh as well as relent and forgive ; and that, tho' 
he be flow to Anger, yet, when exaſperated, he i; 
terrible in wrath, Remember that he, who puniſh'd 
the Fews in the deſert, can puniſh you with equal 
diſappointment z if you copy their preſumption, 
Remember that, if, like the Jews in the temple, 
inſtead of melting into compunction at the life-giving 
word of Gop, you take-up the ſtones of delay and 
negleC to throw at him as they did; he can hide 
himſelf from you as he did from them. From them 
have bid bimſelf and went out of the temple. 
remble then, O Chriſtians, tremble for your ſaſe- 
ty. Sinners, or innocents, tremble ſtill. 
irrevocable ruin hovers over your heads. 
What means that mournful veil, which, (this day 
covering every Crucifix, hides from your longing 
eyes the lovely ſemblance of your martyr'd Jzs1. 
Ah! It is too 'big with meaning not to make me 
tremble, if it does not you. It means, O innocents 
that, if you delay any longer to improve the grace 
of Gop within you, if you do not from this da, 
this inſtant, reſalve effectually to give yourſelves vp 
to his endearing invitations to perfection; ſoo 
ſhall you be no longer innocents: Deen ſhall he hide 
ſrom you not only his image but his grace. | 
means, O Sinners, to remind you that, if you catch 
not on this day, this preſent -minute, the fleeing 
grace he offers to you by my mouth, if you are nt of 
ob and therefore bear nat his word which I no" 
utter to you, but take-up the ſtanes of obdutacy and 
delay to throw at him and his mercy ; He who ba 
already bid bimſelf from you with his grace, prob. 
ked to it by your paſt fins, ſhall, in julf puniſhment 
of your future hardneſs of heart, utterly abanc® 
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or ruin, 


hearts: Never (ah never |!) more to return. 

dreadful hazard to run } O dreadful conſequence of 
running ſuch a hazard ! Which of you all then * 
be ſo wretchedly ungrateful, fo. groſſy uncivil, l 
ſtupidly abſent to yourſelves and Gop, as, in tc 
of him, to. truſt. ſo dread à conſequence 1 
chance? After all, Gop has not been ſo parry 
his bounties to us, that we ungratefully ſhould chüte 
his hatred, rather than return him love for 12 
No: He has loved and ſtill does love us to an 


nit exceſs of love and fruitſul love, Alter all, * 
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2 Fifth Indiction of the PASSION . 
has not uſed ur ſo rudely, or with fo-little tender- 


neſs and complacency, that we, who pique ourſelves 
on ſuch good-bteeding towards one-another, ſhould 


give the flower of our love and life to vanities, and 


Fei offer him the dregs of our affe Alone, and the 


offenſive refuſe of all other beings. No: He gave 
up to us in the moſt gracious manner all he had to 
give us: Lived for us, ſuffered for us, died for us. 


After all, Gop has not made our ſalvation ſo precari- 


ous as that we cannot make it ſure by faithfully co-0- 
perating with his grace. Shall we then wilfully con- 
ſent to damn ourſelves, by truſting to the uncertain 
future, rather than ſeize the t minute to be 
wholly and for ever his. No: My all-gracious Gop ! 
Forbid that any here be ſo ungrateful, ſo uncivit-to 
thee, ſo injurious — as to — the _—_ 
thee forever, by | this. precious, this preſent, 
and (for — 75 can — * final, critical, 
deciſive minute. Melt then, my Gon. tbr thou a- 
lone can'ſt do it, melt the hearts thou halt already 
warm'd ; and make us from this inftant-wholly ir- 
revocably thine, we beſeech thee in thy unweari- 
ed mercy, tn the Name, &c. ' 1 


It is no leſs ſurpriſing than remarkable, beloved, 
Auditors, what very oppoſit effefts one aud the ſame 
cauſe ſhall oftentimes give birth to: Ihe ſame ſun- 
beams which diſſolve a rock of ice into a liquid 
ſtream, ant the firmeſt wax into a fluid} ſhall har- 


the moiſteſt clay into ſteel. Murder of alb vices; 
has the — ' reſembllatice to the fire of hell, 
which at once, ſcorehing the bodies a the mretoh-· 
ed damned with inſdpportable exceſs of heat con- 
geals their very fonts with cold impenetrable de- 
ſpair, and which, while with red hot (vengeance! it 
makes their over - boiling juiceb flow © down 
their cheeks im ſcalding tears; chiills their whole mi- 
ſerable frame even|toa\gnmſhing of teeth! It the 
butchery of ſhedding] human blood, aſſiſted by the 
extremes of diſtreſs it ootaſions, is capable of molſio 
tying to pity the very heart of the aſſaſſin p , 
before was congeal'd into relentleſs barbarity ; It 
has alſo the talent of hardening, in the breaſt af the 
injured, the fofteſt) moſt teniet and yielding wum 
paſſion, into the moſt inflexible-obdutite ade 
revenge. For an inſtance of th truth we art obe 
liged to the hiſtory of b Grent : Great in- 
deed, if, with the world, we deem thoſe ſuch who 
have been greatly fortunate becauſe greatly vicious. 

When this ambitious monarch, grown inſ6terit 
from a long ſeries of profperity;;anddefirodrotin. 
provitig it to che enlargement of the/boundaries) cf 
his alt eady exorbitant power; had türn'd hee arms 
3 * Scythians, he marched againft Tomyr is 


baſe unjuſt indignant outrage 
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their queen with a numerous army; but found her 
prepared with at leaſt an equal force, to diſpute vie- 
tory with him. Unwilling therefore to truſt his 
fortune to the hazard of a pitch'd battle, he has re- 
courſe,to artifice ; feigns'a haſty retreat; and, by 
this means, drawing the Scytbians into a ſnare, puts © 
them alf to the ſword, and, among the reſt, the 
een's only ſon whom ſhe had ſent to head them 
luſk'd with this ſucceſs he meditates nothing leſs 
than to render himſelf maſter of Tompris's empire; 
and puniſh her with the loſs of her life, for daring - 
to defend her right and that of her people: Not 
doubting, but the death of à dear, a darling only 
ſon, the ffay and hope of herſelf and ſubjects, and 
the choiceſt gem of her life and crown, muſt needs 
have ſoften'd her: parental tender ſoul, into tos 
weakly a compaſſion to leave her any power or e- 
ven thought of making freſh: reſiſtance. But G. 
rut, was miſtaken: The heart of the injured prin- 
ceſs, inſtead of melting into womaniſh tears and 
ſighs for the loſs of an irrevocable ſon, flercely con- 
geal'd into revenge. Whence, grown inflexibly 
obdurate in eruelty, ſhe raiſed a treſh army more 
powerful than the former by as much as it was 
more exaſperated ; and, to repay his fraud with 
fraud, drew him into a ſnate in his turm : In which 
he loſt two hundred thouſand of his Fran trod 
atd after all, his entire; hisgtory; ahl His li fe: Bu 
not content with making her conquer'd enemy re. 
fund the life of her ſlaughter'd ſon; at the price of 
His own, ſhe cauſed: his head to be cutoff and 
thro n into n veſſel of blood, with theſe 'taugitin 
words: © Drink, tyrant, drink thy fill 66 the _ 
thou has't ſo greedily. thi after till now. 
&. Since thou hast neter yet bee fatiated with 
hood ; e' en glut thyſelf now to à ſurfeit of 
blood. A Fi OIL ib 31 b Ms 
Ihe action was bloody in Tomyris undoubtedby* 
Boy the: judgment was — um: d what excefſes 
wilt: net: exaſperated compa ſſiom run- into, when 
puffid too far by repeatłi. imuries fre unproveked 
arid umelenting cruelty ! 2 re Ohriſtiatis 
Whenever Ithink on this paffage, how do I not 
tremble; leſt a like judgment ſhduld juſtlyovertake 
ſome i of you pat you perſiſt much longer in your ob- 
dulacy of heart againſt Gon HD dong have not 
ſotne of you wagen an injutbus war agalnſt, 
not mreh 4 fellbi creature butt the Gov of 
Hoſts? Already have your crimes murder d his dear 
his only begotten Son. And yet ſo far are you 
from any preſent diſpoſitions to relent, that you are 
daily machinating treſh/ offences againſt your Ma- 


' kety ws ifryou mean'd to level at his” very"thtone 


and godhend. Ah! W hut as the heavenly mo- 
narch done to provoke you to treat! him with ſuch 
2? Was it an infury 
done you to give you life, health, beauty, ſenſe and 
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not of reſentment and hatred, but of forgiveneſ 
* and infinit affection. Come then relent at the 
*© Sight of ſo much blood laviſh'd by you. But 
© laviſh'd? No: I ſhall not think it laviſh'd if 
© you forbear henceforth to trample it under foot, 
© Sprinkle your ſelves but with this byſſop, this puri- 
** fying liquor; and you ſhall be cleanſed from all 
crimes with which you have 


every means of happinefs ; that you muſt pay him 
with ſuch inſults ? Or, if you are obliged x, Ao if 
you are infinitly in his debt for life and every bleſ- 
ſing you poſleſs in it; why do you wage ſo obſti- 
nate a war againſt him? Why have you put his 
lovely fon 


ur loving Jxs us to a cruel —_ 
ous death by your Alices Or why ſhalt his pre- 


cious blood not yet ſuffice to appeaſe your vicious 

He came not to fight againſt you, as did To- 
myris's ſon againſt the Per ſian monarch. No: He came 
to fight along with you and for you. He died not 
reſiſting you; but chearfully gave himſelf up to your 
barbarity, to ſtem with his precious blood your fu- 
ry of reſiſting him. Why then (ah* why !) is not 


his blood ſufficient to diſſolve your hatred into love, 
your cruelty into compaſſion on the generous vic- 
tim of your former unpurchaſed enmity : Is it not 


enough, that you have butcher'd Gon's eternal 
ſon; unle . (if poſſible) to unthrone the Fa- 
ther alſo? Do you not think yourſelves ſecure from 
their reſentment, after crucifying one Divine Perſon 
of the Trinity; unleſs you crucify the other two? 
Ahl Know, that not one of them regrets the death 
of Jxs vs; but your ill uſe of it. three con- 
ſented chearfully to give him up to the painful 
ſhameful death your fins — Him; and 
gave him up in fact, to ſtop your bauſel cu- 
tion of him. They are not then diſpoſed to reſett the 
prodigality with which you have hitherto ſhed that 


precious liquor; if it but melts your hearts at laſt 


into compunctive tenderneſs for him. Ab! Yield 


then, ſtubborn Sinnets; yield, ere it be too late, to 


the voice of EsvU's blood. IN ro 
On next G- Friday, in à recital of the paſſion 


of this injured Lord, will be expoſed to public view 


the ſanglant wounds and cuts, and ſores and gaſhes ; 
the ſtripes and bruiſes, dirt and ſpittle, and indigni- 
ties, with which the lovely form of tender inoffen- 


ſive-Jesus was. disfigured by the ſtil} reaking gullt 


of your untuly lives. Then will you hear from e- 
very bleeding pore of his, the ſecret voice of mercy 
crying to you, not in the exaſperated tone of a To- 
myrit, but in the ſoothing, ſoftening accents of un- 
wearied bounty: O Sinners! Stubborn Sinners 
Will nothing but my blood content yoαH? Be- 
hold I have ſhed it in profuſion for: you.; And 
iwas there not already , mine dis- 


7 hurſed to ranſom innumerable worlds; I would 


© with pleaſure- be -crucified again for every one. 
<, Nay, gladly would, J open every poxe again to 
f or every-one of you; had I not bled e- 
**- Bough for all. Ah | Let not this blood then 
* flow for you, in vain. Say only to my eternal 
Father, after the Jeu, but in a purer than 
they, Be bis blood upon us and our children, on our 
* actiuns, to melt us into contrite love for him: 
i hall. flow upon your bearts in a full ſtream 


err. 


* the filth of the p 
* martyr'd me: Waſh you with this all- rectifying 


* lotion, and, from all - red as you are with butch: 
all become 


<* eries of my innocent fleſh, you ſb 
* whiter than ſnow. Nay drink it inwardly, and 
** bathe your very ſouls with it. Drink, Sinnen, 
* Drink your fill of this liquor, which you | 
* greedily tbirſled after while in Sin. Tho“ ona 
your paſſions could not have their glut of my bloc 
** atleaſt now let my blood fatiate your affeQtions 
to a perſect plenitude of grace and bliſs, and glo- 
** ry.” Who knows but theſe endearing ſenti- 
ments of loving all-forgiving clemency, which ere- 
ry gaping wound of his is big with, may overcome 
—— yet -unconquer'd obſtinacy ? who knows, but, 
liſtening with an ear of grace, to this pathetic lan- 
guage of your Gop, you may in earneſt, once for 
all, reſolve to give yourſelves to him in a fincere 
immediate repentance ? In hopes of this it is that | 
eſume to crave, that next Good-Friday you would 
ote u portion of time to a cloſe pious ſeri 
ous contemplation of the ſufferings of your Lord, 
that his cruental paſſion may not be renew'd in vain 
for you. | But then beware you put not off you! 
purpoſe of repentance till that day. None of. you 
all are certain you ſhall live to ſee it. And tho you 
ſhould z if you go- on till then wars an ware, Yau al- 
ready more than - fufficiently exaſperated | Saviour; 
his patience. may by tliat time be urged to fury, 15 


clemency to rigour, and his forgiveneſs to ng 


vengeance. - Remember that from the blood of i- 
sv, flow two different ſtreams 3 a flood of bound- 
leſs: bliſs to innpcents and contrite penitents ; but 
10'rdentleſs-reprobates a flood: of unextinguiſhadi* 
Gre. - Haveia-care then, leſt, by perſiſting in a flat 
of Sin one day, one inſtant longer, you force inſult 
ed Issus to reverſe your: ſentence. O what? 


dreaful caſe will not yours be; if to-morrow, nex 


hour, 4 few! minutes hence, yet compaſſionate 
— — delay- 
ing thib,: ſbonld leave you im his wrath; plunge Jen 
dead co grace in the flood of fire, kindled by b 
precious blood abuſed, and with ſtern odge 
y to any- one of you : Drink, blood-thirſty wre! | | 
< even drink thy filtof the liquor thou has't th! 4 
<.ed after hitherto. '. Since thou wouldſt not be 
© tiated with my precious blood; to a-faticty 
< bliſs; go glut thyſelf even to a ſurfeit of = 
© terminable flood of fire which thy perverſe pert 
< of that blood has drawn from it] O what 4 U full 
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ful ſentence to incur! And what ground can you 
have to hope that this will not be your mis-hap ? 
What room will you have to appeal from the Al- 
mighty's rigour in the ſucceeding minute ; if in the 
preſent, when he offers you his ſaving mercy, you 


— 
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refuſe it. Go then, Chriſtians, and; ere Good-Fri- 
day comes; repent to-day, and be in readineſs" for 
it. This day, this inſtant begin and give yourſelves 


to Gop. This inſtant, is your own. One mo- 
ment of Good-Priday may not be ſo. 
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St. MATTHEW xxi. 1, 7, 8, 9. 
When Ixsus and his diſciples drew nigh to * a- 
lem; They brought an aſs with it's colt; and laid 
their garments upon them, and made bim fit there- 
on. And a very great multitude ſpread. their 
garments in the way; and others did cut boughs 
from the trees and firew'd them in the way: And 


the crouds which went before, and which fol. 


low'd cried-out ſaying: HOSANNA TO THE 
Son or Davip. : | a 


HA . who was Witneſs to — tri- 

umphant entry of Jeſu into Feruſalem, 
could have — 1 . ro Hg but that 
his perſecutions were now at an end; that he had 
gain'd a final victory over the obduracy of the Fews; 
and that he would thenceforth forever reign as glo- 
rious in their love, obedience and cordial reſpe&, as 
he now did in their acclamations, attendance and ex- 
ternal e.z that, in a word, he would be recei- 
ved into their hearts with the ſame joy as they ho- 
nour'd him with in their ſtreets? Which of you, 


Beloved, had you been preſent at this mirthful ſcene, - 


would have expected to ſee it, in leſs than ſix da 
changed into that mournful one pe with 
his paſſion? At hearing a joyous innumerable po- 
pulace, made-up of men o every ſtate, crying- out, 
with loud and chearful huzzas, with one united 
harmony of voice, and with tranſporting gladneſs on 
each face and feature, Hoſanna to the Son of David; 
how.would you not have ſcorn'd. the prophet who 
might have told you; “ Mingle not your joy with 
** this rude fickle rabble: Tis mockery all. How- 
** ever ſerious they ſeem and be at — ere the 
ſun runs ſix times it's round, Theſe ruffians, 
„who now ſalute your Jesvs for. their King 
ſhall impudently diſown him; changing their 
note from Haſanna to the Son. o David, to We 
bave no -other. King than Caeſar. They, who 
now) confeſs. him tbe Bleſſed. be came in the 
name of the Lord, ſhall accuſe him of being an 
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© impoſtor: They, who! now c__ their gar- 
r 


© ments to make them carpets for. him to paſs 
over in triumph, ſhall ſtrip him of his garments 
„to make their cruelty triumph over him: They 
%% who now carry palms before him, ſhall ſoon 
© prepare an ignominiou; croſs for him to bear 
c before themſelves : They, who now furniſh him 
« with laurel, ſhall fu him with a crown of 


c thorns : Now they cry-out long live; Hoſanna to 


«©. the Fon ef David © But ſhortly they will cry-out, 


© Cruciſybim: Let him die “ Ah Chriſtians How 
littlewould:you not have credited fuch a prophecy L 
and how much would you have deſpiſed the prophe 

And yet, Beloved, fix days would have convinced 
you that what ſeem'd ſo improbable, ſo almoſt im- 
poſſible, was nothing leſs than fatal truth. Ves; 
too truly was this fact foretold not to take place. 
Too 1 was that perverſe people warnid of it, 
not to be ſelf- condemn d in perpetrating it. The 
ſame prophets, who denounced to them this tri- 
umphant entry of Ixsus to their City, Say ye to the 
daughter of Sion: Bebeld thy King comeib to iber 
meek and ſitting upon an aſs," and u colt the fole of 
ber who is uſed to the yoke; * The very ſame cau- 
tion'd them enough of: their inconſtaney, to put 
them on theit guard againſt it.  Dhe ſame fore- 
boded their r dning him to thieves 

and murders; With th fviekeld, be was reputed. + 
The ſame fore- caution'd them, that, un — 

reſiſted their perverſe inclinations, they would pu 
him at laſt to death: 1 r 
ſheep of the flock ſball be diſperſed: 1 They foretold it: 

t ah | of what benefit did it prove to warn this 
unſteady people ? They foretold it: And ah | too tru- 
ly did it not come to paſs ? O ſhocking perverſity 
So thgn this wy we are to celebrate the triumph of 


our JEsvs in Feruſalem. But how ſhall we cele- 


brate it? With joy or mourning? With ſmiſes 
tears? With tranſports of alacrity or with convulſi- 
ons of diſtreſs? What ſhall I ſay, Chriſtians? To- 


Jas \xfi. Zach. ix. f "Nfaiub in. f Zach. An. 
a 2 nth da 
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day. it ſeems Ins vs CHR1t5sT-i5 honour'd, is homas 
| 2585 received into Feruſalem, amidſt the loudeſt 
eee joy, by a, numerous multitude « 
ple: 'To-day they flock about him, to proclaim 
im their Ring, hair Meſſias, their deliverer ſent 
from Gop: To- day they run after him, run beſide 
him, run before him, to expreſs, in the eagerneſs of 
their motions, the earneſtneſs of "their * alacrity 
at his coming: To- day they ſtrew leaves be- 
fore him, ſtrew flowers before him, ftrew 
Carpets fore him, and, to ſhew that they are 
ready to lay their all at Nie feet, ſtrip themſelves 
of their garments to ſtrew them before him: 
v To-day, in a word, They diveſt the palm of it's fo- 
linge to ornament his triumph, ſtrip the laurel to a- 
dorn his brows with a diadem, and hurry him to 


— 


the temple to anoint him their, monarch. Shall T 


rejoice then? Ah how can I? All this, I know, is 
lis due. But chen what pleaſure can this juſt tri- 
hute of homage paid him givn to me; when I con- 
ſider how ſhort-a time it will laſt ? I too could lea 
ſor joy to ſee juſtice done to my Baviour once ifi 
| his fide d not know that it is done by a fickle, 
- Faithleſs, fails, inconftant generation, who, ere the 
wee be half olapſed, ffiall diſgrace him as muck as 


they have honourꝭd him; ſhall revile him more 


thanlthey have homaged him and change their nc- 
. of ay into npprobtious inve ies. Ah! 
When L confider in how few! days they ſhall treat 
bim like an uſurper, like a hypocrite; like an im- 
oftor ; throw ſtones at him, dirt at him, ſpit on 
buffet him, ſcourge him; ſtrip him of his 
gloaths, ſtrip him of his fleſh. ; cover him with the 
coat of a fool, with a robe of ridicule; change his. 
palm into greed; his laureſ into — — 
and, after indignantly haling him from tribunal to 
ttübunal, thtqughtheſe very ſtreets he now rides a- 
long in ttiumph, inſtead of ſaluting him as their true 
255 of the lineage of David, with à Hoſanne to the 
Zen David; poſt pone him to a murderer, and in- 
ſult bim wit a barbarous cry of Cruciſy, cue 
Aim z iuſlead of giving a looſe to joy, I loſe all pat 
ange. But fiat is all this to the purpoſe, you 
% ſay? That horrid ſoene is paſt, | and Ixsus now 
*5, ſecure, from all.thoſe inſults, in his eternal glory. 
#.;That-cruelty of Jeuiſb rage can no more be re- 
+ peated and therefore now, we may renew with 
iy the celebration f our Saviobt's trinmph. 
* Far; after all, vchat have we to do with the 
* 3 and What they did? Ah! What indeed? 
me, dar- loted Auditors: Tis not about 
the Jews, ihat Lam any-ways concerntd; I know, _ 
toy were but inſtrutments to ſerve my Saviour's 


purpdſe of redeeming me and you. I know, that he 
Alone, When 


into the mountains himſelf 
Svght-or:tobe made King by ſuch as were ſincere | 
enopgh, to have maintain'd their loyalty to him in- 


On PA LM Sunday. 


with cries of love of hope, and penitential 
the ex ſtatic pleaſufe O he would my foul be thi 


levity, which you took down upon with ſo mv" 


viglable : He would. now alſo have fied, inftead of 
entering 7erufaiam triumphantly ? had he not fore- | 
ſeen that this triumph was to be the introduction 
to his paſſion. Pis not then the treachery of tbe 
Ten damps in me the joy of this victoriou BY: 


4 
No, no: It is the viler perfidy of Chriſtian, RR <« 
To ſee ſuch crouds of the faithful flock to-day from ⁊ < 
every part to Church, to celebrate with palms ad 
rayers the ſolemn triumph of my JIxsus: To ſee <« 
uch multitudes devoutly ,thronging to the ſanctu-- < 
Ty to praiſe and ſing his praiſes with pious, publit, << 
loud Hoſanna's. To ſee them piouſly employ'd, WM 4 


not in idly throwing their garments in his way, but © 

adorning the bleſt Iruſalem of their contrite hearts nn 

with the rich habits of grace and fervent charity, t» Bl 
give him a fit reception in the Holy Euchariſt : To 
ee, I ſay, ſo. many yield-up their breaſts to him 

voluntary conqueſt, and grace his victorious _ * 

grief: 


day raviſhid at the reverſion of the annual ſcene; 
could I but cheriſh any ſolid hopes of it's dur- 
* Freflett, how many of this fickt 
oroud of praying, vowing, penitent, communicating 
Chiriftiars ſhall juſt as they did laſt year and mam 
years before, renew in their exceſſes, before nen 
Friday comes, all the indignant outrages Womyr af 
ss r ſpirits ſink, my 

runs languid; und 1 have no beart to mingle, in the 
rejoicings of the day. ** And will this be the calc, 
4 u' ay Ahl And will it not, I /ay? Hr Bip 


therto every revolving year has ſeen you on Pain 
Sunday devoutly tefumphing with yr Saviour, abe 


hae it bot alſo ſeen you, err the week was halfe. 


lapſed; repenting of your compunRtion, {and to 0 
ponies Brac pods hal): dad ing ip eee 
with freſhingratitude, to load that Saviour with 


outrageous i juries? Ah What wrong then do 
do you, in ſuſpeQing that your preſent Paſcho/ pie 
tf will not aft?-.O anconfſtancy ! Shocking incon 

ncy of Chriſhans! Where Kant I find words i 
ea true idea of it's horror? O inconſtant Chf. 
jans ! can you applaud yourſelves for an ungratefi 


i ion and contempt in the perfidious Jet 
Whoſe want of ſteadineſs / was withſtanding 
dow nright tonſtancy compared with. yours! © 
tremble rather, feft, outſtripping them in pers, 
7 ſhovld furpaſd them ah in the umher 
efleQtz i you have never yet reſſected, that , 
CONSTANCY In GOOD Bene of the evils ut 
«moſt cauſe ta tread; ©, 
1,»Becauſe it is mingled in'opr very nature ou 
dur general corruption, and therefore be we 
our utmoſt vigilance to expel it from our 


1 
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0 | on PALM Sunday: 


= Becauſe it s the chief cauſe of damnation. to 
Chriſtians, as it was of ruin to the Jews. 


« O Gop, thou fountain of invariable mercy |! 
Look down upon theſe frail, theſe fickle fouls of 


ours, and fx them with confirming grace in the 


« it of Ol let them not, hike unreſiſt- 
= 99 much and bend this way and that at 


ce the diſceetion of every wind which blows : But 


% make them, like ſolid rocks, immoveable amidſt 
<« the rougheſt tempeſts of temptations. And ſince 


thou has't mercifully made our hearts incapable 


« of reſt till they repoſe in thee ; fo fill thera with 
y grace and virtues ; and ſo repleniſn them 
—_—_ < with ſteady faith, firm hope, and growing cha- 
— << rity and laſting perſeverance, as that they may 
= © henceforward know no other change than tha 


of being fill'd with and abſorb! in thy unchanging 


glory and beatitude.“ 


1 L It was not quite wrong in thoſe philoſophers, 
= fituent part in the : 
For whether we fix our eyes to the ſublunary creati- | 
83, or lift them to the ſpheres; what ſteadineſa 


tlity or ineonſtancy enter as a con- 
ition of the material world. 


call we find but inconſtancey? The eatth, the 
= 2ir, the waters, with all things in them are ever un- 


certain in their motions. The fun, the moon, the 


ſtars, with all the planetary ſyſtem, are ever varying 
= in their places and their courſe. And if for ſix- 

k thouſand years the learned world has in vain 
the ſubjeQ of perpetual motion; fo might they go 
on for other ſix- thouſand years (was the world like - 
ly to laſt ſo long) in ſearch of —— perpetual- 
_ ſame, and be at-laſt as much to 
| Yet this may be accounted for: Allmatter is in it's 

nature peri 


y corrupt and never keep 
ven in two neighbouring inſtants. 


atſelf unalterably in it's unc 
ſhould, ſpite of nature, be inconſtant! O! This is 


2 prodigy which equally deſerves our wonder and 
dur grief. And yet, O Chriſtiana, ſo it is. So mi- 
ſpirits, ſince Adam's fall, 


ſerably are theſe noble 
plunged in the mire of original 


tion, ſo 
ſtrongly are they attach'd.to, tv thickly 


cruſted o- 


d unc 


fects clogg's with earth, and ſiuues to all the incon- 


canſtancy. Tho', bke unſhaken 


erk as ever. 


e; and therefore it is no wonder, 
that, under the controul of general waſte, it ſhould . 
inceſſant! one ſameneſs e- 
— 2 
ritua . nature incorruptible, unſubject to 
the laws of change and local — be un- 
ſteady ! That man's immortal Soul created to fix 
e Oreator, 


ver with, the concupiſcencesof the fleſh.; that they, 
who were form'd like ſeraphims to reſt in Gov un- 
ble, are now like crawling in- 


ſtant motions of their ever-changing -paſſions. Even 
the hearts of the apoſtles were —ͤ— againſt n- 


rocks, he pick d — 


them out to build on their ſolidity the never - chan- 
ging ſtructure af his Holy Church; how were they 
not, like weightleſs feathers, toſt by every puff of 
trial? Judas, even Judas among the reſt, was cho- 
ben G illuminate the world, like an unex- 


planet. Was not the very traitor 
Judas ſpoken to as well as any of the reſt of 
© the apoſtles when J=sUus told him: Te are 
* the light of the world.“ And did not the devil 
put out that light, /ays St. Ambroſe 7” Yes, yes: 
He did, O Holy Father! Yes, yes: He did, O 
Chriſtians l The devil perverted Judas, that ſplen- 
did apoſtolic light of faith and charity, that advo- - 
cate.of Chriſt's ſubſtitutes the poor; and changed 
him to a fi lghtleſs-maſs of treachery againſt - 
Chriſt's ſacred perſon. But then what devil was 
it, who wrought the horrid change? Not Beelze- - 
bub had fo much part in it as he-himſelf: His own - 
inconſtancy was his : worſt devil. But this is no 
wonder: He was the ſon of perdition; his charity 
was hypocriſy, his hope was avarice, his faith apo - 
ſtaſy. What better then could be expected from 
— ROAR Do mew gather grapes off 
ras. T * Ness 
Not ſo St. Jobn, the loved diſciple. He, all fire 
of ſeraphic love for IxsUs, could never veſt with- 
out him; could taſte 2 but with him, could 
not even reliſh the bread of angels, but reclined on 
Bs s breaſt, to ſuck- in, with the heavenly food ot 
— body, the. exſtatic wiſdom of his ſacred 
truths. And yet (O unſteady heart of Man!) no 
ſooner £ threatens his Jas us, than Jobs be- 
takes himſelf to flight; and he, who ſeem'd before 
to quit almoſt his fleſh to cling to his beloved Ma- 
ſter, now leaves behind him in the hands of the 
ews his linen robe to flee from his allloving ma- 
r left to the diſcretion of a furious: rabble- The 
conſtancy of Jaba then, with all his ardor and ſin- 
cerit y of love for Chriſt, was conquer d. by his fears. 
But ah | Who would have thought, by the cou- 
of a St. Themas, that any fear could ſhake his 
faith? While Jssvs is in fafety, we hear not many 
words from him : Content to give his dear-lov ed 
Saviour proofs of his inviolable attachment to bis 
ſacred Perſon in an unwearied zealous filent watch- - —- 
ing of his bleſſed will, he ſtiſles all unneceſſary ex- 


re ſſiona of his love for him; not doubting but that 


kxsus knew his faithful heart.: But 20 


ner talks of death than the hereic Th inire-. 


pidly prepares to ſnare with his honour'd\ Maſter 26 
well in the warſt as in che boſt of his fate 3: an e 
neraufly cries- out, to animate. his. brethren to ſt 
lame noble reſolution ; Let us-aiſs go ond. dit nit » 
Bim. 1. O generous happy heroe | What thewhbas't . 
thou henceforth to fear, for.whom- even-deathichas :, 
loſt it's terrors ? What can ere ſhake thyy fa 


lente, . er Marth u. 18 Thu 
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reſolutely guarded by a love which thus has proved 
itſelf as firong as death? * But what, did I fay ? 
Alas! Inconſtancy thou has't ſtill to fear: Still does 
there ſtick ſome earthly mire to thy generous ſoul. 
Still will that fruggle to _—_ thy noble ſpirit 
down and ſhake it's firmneſs: Still if thou do'ſt not 


narrowly watch-over it's corrupt propenſity; it 


ſhall in earneſt conquer that hitherto unconquerable 
faith: And what the fears of death could not, in- 
conſtancy of life ſhall do. It was even ſo: Themas, 
who fear'd not to die with his Lord while paſſible, 
fear'd to believe in his Lord when become impaſſi- 
ble, till J=svs urged him to it with conviction: 
Unleſs I ſee, I will not believe. . O dire incon- 
ſtancy ! What can'ſt thou not ſubvert? bt 
But what ſhall we ſay to a St. Peter, that main, 
that fundamental ſtone of faith on which Chriſt 
-built his Church ? W ho does not know, how firm- 
ly he profeſs'd his Lord to be the Son of Gop ? In 
recompence for which Chriſt previouſly enroll'd him 
in the liſt of Saints? Bleſſed ar't thou Simon Bar 
Jonab : becauſe ion lood has not revealed this 
fo. thee. t Ah! What then, O heaven-inſpired 
Confeſſor, het can ere ſhake thy ſanctity hence- 
forth; who, thus converſant with thy Gop, hR't 
broken-off all parley with the fleſh and has't been 
canoniz'd by Chriſt himſelf, by the Sovereign Lord 
of Saints? But what (do I aſt again?) what has't 
thou to fear? Why —- thy own fleth : Some parti- 
«les of that fleſh ſtill cloſely cling to thee : And 
whilſt thou has't yet fleſh about thee, thou has't ſtill 
to fear. The laws of the fleſh are fickleneſs and 
change: Theſe laws within thy members will be 
for ever ſtruggling againſt the laws of thy mind, a- 
inſt thy ſteadineſs of ſoul : And therefore if thou 
eepeſt not a narrow watch over them to ſub- 


due them; they will be conquerors ſoon or late and 


render thee inconſtant. In fact, beloved Chriſtians, 
this zealous apoſtle, who ſcorn'd, one time, to par- 
ley or-deliberate with fleſh and blood in the conteſ- 
ſion of his Lord's divinity, ſoon falls a dupe to the 
arguments of fleſh, and tries to divert the Saviour of 
the world from being ſuch, by aiming to diſſuade 
him from his croſs and the redemption of mankind : 
Far be this frem thee, Lord: this ſball not be to 
thee.4$ Inſomuch that our Redeemer thought him- 
ſelf under a neceſſity of as publickly reproving 
him as he had before approved him; and, treating 
this baſis of his Church as a- corner ſtone of fcan- 
dal, chaſed him from his preſence with theſe in- 
dignant words : Get thee bebind me, Satan : thou 
ar't a ſcandal to me. || O fatal fickleneſs of man's 
.-. corrupted nature! O d us inconſtancy ! See 
t then, - ſays the 2 St. Auguſtin, bchold, 


* þow the. ſouls of the diſciples fluQuated with in- 
C1 * Cor tir. viii. f + $t. 0 XX. 1 St. Matth. 
atth. xvi. . 8 
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* conſtancy; now firmly upright, now ſv 


« fAllen; one while all light, another while all 


* darkneſs and obſcurity.” 
And is not this inconſtancy, beloved audience, 
by far more glaringly remarkable in us? One time 
| fervor, all light, all ſpirit, how do we mount! on 


ble adamant. And yet, perhaps, to-morrow, if net 


ere the morrow comes, no wat yields readier to the 


melting ſun than we ſhall to every the ſlendereſ 
temptation: While in the mean time, the grace 
and Chriſtian virtues, we were before poſſeſt of, 
ſerve but as ignoble foot-ſtools for guilt and paſſion 
to mount the throne of tyranny and riot in diforder. 

“But where, youll ſay; is the wonder, that 
** we poor worldlings ſhould be thus wavering in 
A Likes even the exalted ſouls of Chriſt 
**, peculiar favorites were not exempt from feeling 
** the ſame effects of human imbecility ?” Ah! 
wonder, I own, there is no room for, Chriſtians: 
Rather is this a plain irrefragable argument of what 
I firſt advanced, that inconſtancy is mingled with the 
corruption of human nature in us all, and therefor: 
is it one of thoſe evils we ought the moſt to dread, 
a3 one, which we ſtand in need of all our vigilance 
to eſcape. For if the nobleſt firmeſt ſouls, thoſe cho- 


ſen ſouls who were ſingled- out to be examples and | 


diſpenſers of every good to us, were yet, for want 
of a perpetual vigilance and fortitude, ſurpriſed in- 
to it, by the ſtill lurking ſeeds of fleſhly frailty r- 
maining in them; alas what ,cauſe of confidence 
have we poor ſinful creatures, cruſted all-over with 
fleſh and fleſhly inclinations. Rather have not ve 
double reaſon to ſtand awake for- ever on our guard, 
or, even ſleeping, to reſt upon our arms; and once 
we have embraced the good, to cling ſo cloſely to 
it, as that nor earth nor aught of earthly may be 
able to unlink us from it? That all mankind ate 
frail and wavering by nature then is not diſputed: 
But then take this along with you, that public 
common frailty is but a lame excuſe for private 


fickleneſs in Chriſtians endowed with — to keep 


them ſteady. And though, by the few examples 
I have . 'tis . that the nobleſt holicf 
fouls, without inceſſant watching, are liable to 
betray'd by their inteſtin weaknels into inconſtanc) 
in good; yet are there many glorious inſtances 
be produced of perſons as frail by nature as delict 
of compoſition, as the weakeſt of us all, who hate 
given illuſtrious proofs, how unconquerably gt 
ſtant in goodneſs unwearied vigilance can 

heart of man. | 


What if I ſhould ſhew you an n uche 


= 
wings of prayer, like eagles to the very heavens? 
Another-time how do we not, like moles, all lan. 
guor, all blindneſs, all-over fleſh, ſink in the earth 
almoſt to hell itſelf ? To-day, perhaps our hearts 

are firmly cloſed to vice, as pores of the impenetrs- 


: mn greateſt tortures the 


ſtricken in reduced to the dilemma of either 
loſing his Wer Tow or loſing his life. Doubtleſs 


you will own. that his years, his labours and infir- 


mities mighsnot a little contribute to weaken his 
mind and therefore to ſhake his reſolution in ſight 
of ſuch a trial. Yes, doubtleſs it would have done 
ſo but that his vigilance was ever awake to ſupport 
him. Compelled therefore under pain of the ſe- 
vereſt tortures to eat of certain meats forbidden by 
the Almighty's laws, what does he reſolve? Wh 

---ſpite of all the delicacy of his aged frame, wit 

more than youthful vigour, he made the glorious 
choice of conſtancy, and went, ſays the ſacred hiſ- 
torian, * went voluntary to the puniſhment. And 


conſidering how be ought to come patiently ſuſtain- 


ing, be determin'd not ta do unlawful things for 
the love of life. O glorious vigilance l. O noble 
effect of ſerious thought | Eleazer then with all his 


delicacy, with all his weakneſſes of fleſh and frailty 


of an age decay'd, was arm'd by vigilance for vic- 
tory — bravely gain'd it; ſuſtain'd indeed ſore 


pains of body, but according to the ſaul, fuffered 


them willingly ; and in this manner bravely depart- 


e this life, leaving not only to young men, bur 
een to the whole nation the memory of bis death 

er an example of virtue and fortitude, 1 What 
il ſhould ſhew you ſeven Fewiſb brethren ſucceſ- 


ſively tormented even to death, in ſight of one-an- 
other, for the cauſe of conſtancy in a like con- 
juncture: Or ſhew you their heroic mother ſacri- 
ficing ſeven lives in theirs, all dearer, all more pre- 
cious, than her own, and finally concluding amidſt 
- , nerous ſacrifice with her 
own life; purely to cling inſeparably to ? 
There is then no age, no ſex, no — 
frailty, but grace improved by vigilance may ovey- 
come. But why ſhould I recur to Jeiſb times for 
inftances of fortitude and vigilance, to inculcate- 
Chriſtian conſtancy to Chriſtian auditors ? Why, 
Chriſtians? Ah! It is to pique your warineſs. If 


Jets yet unredeem'd by the death of Jzsvs,. yet 
= uotortified by his blood, untaught by his example, 
WE could by their watchfulneſs attain to conquer nature 


and maintain their conſtancy in unſhaken a- 
midft duch fiery trials; ha 8 — will it not be 
for you to plead your frailty in excuſe for your fan- 


taſtical unſteadineſs on every light attack? Have 


then the birth and life and ſufferings, and death and 


doctrins, and example of your Saviour render'd.your 


frailty greater than it was before? Or is not human 
nature render'd now omnipotent in him, who died 
to renew. and ſtrengthen it with his grace?- How 
elſe did a St. Stepben, like an impenetrable- rock, 
reſiſt immoveahle amidſt a ſhower of ſtones in his 
— to Chriſt? The ſtones indeed had force 
enough to break his limbs, but ſtill his conſtancy 
nemain'd invulnerable, unſhaken. 
Maca. xi. + Ad. 
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How elſe did'ſt thou, O glorious martyr, Bar- 
lam, with more than human intrepidity, pull-down 
the pride of tyranny, thy-ſelf unmoy'd ? This daunt- 
leſs champion of Jzsus CnRIST, dragg'd to the 
altar of an idol, is there commanded to offer incenſ , 
l offer incenſe, cries the generous bero # No, no: 
Thou ar't miſtaken, tyrant. Lam a Chriſtian, 
and therefore rather chuſe to ſacrifice my fleſh 
to Jesvs than incenfe to thy idols. And to con- 
*© vince thee that I am quite in earneſt, ſee how 
much readier this hand can burn for Chriſt than 
hold a thuribule to Satan.“ This ſaid, he brave- 
ly thruſts his ſacred hand into a fire prepared for a 
more ignoble purpoſe. There he perſiſts in holding 
it and turns it often round amidſt the flames with 
the ſame eaſe of countenance as one would do who 
was but ſtrowing flowers. Already is the ſkin burnt 
off by the intenſity of heat; ſtill he remains un- 
moved: The fleſh broils down in fiery drops; and 
ſtill he with-draws it not; the ſpaſm quite pene- 
trates to his very marrow, through the parch'&: 
ſinews, nerves and arteries, and bones; and tilt 
he flinches not: But while the ſhrinking: ſtanders- 
by, with horror, turn their eyes away from the 

inful ſpectacle, He ferenely looks at the con- 

uming victim; ſmiles on his torture, and enjoys 
the ſmart, But yet that he may not altogether ſeem 
a lifeleſs ſtatue, big tears of anguiſh trickling down 
his cheeks, betray the acuteneſs of his pains and 
leave his torturers convinced, that it is not inſenſi- 
bility of body but conſtancy of ſouk which renders 
him thus immoveable. Ah! his fleſh is but too 
ſenſible of the rude anguifh and would readily draw 
back, but that his ſpirit bids it not; Enough, 
enough,“ bis. languid fenſe cries ul. There 
is not yet enough endured: for Chriſt,” replies 
bis vigorous ſpirit; © No more, no more: For 
** pity's ſake no more,” tbe fainting 41 cries out. 
* *Tis a miſtake, cries ronſtuncy : Much more 
is poſſible ; much more is tolerable, for Chriſt 7 
« I can all things in bin who comforts me.“ re- 
plies the generous hero. Nor does he draw his 
recious hand from. amidſt the burning coal, till hge 
ees the very bones quite ſtript of every particle of 
fleſh. © O hand of conſtancy, /ays great St. Bal, 
untaught by fire to yield ! O feeble fire thus 
«© taught by fleſh to be overcome What hall 1 
4 call thee, noble ſoldier? -Ancinvulnerable'ftatue? / 
No: Thy fortitude ſurpaſſes the robuſteſt ada- 
© mant a ſtatue can be form?d of- Shalt T com- 
© pare thee then to ſteel? Ah | No: The faint * 
« ſimilitude is fan beneath- thy cy, whom 
<« fire could conſume but / not ſubdue. ? O ſacred 
hero, let me ſubjoin O ſacred hero l deſtin d to- 
ſign the. condemnation of ineonſtant . buls What 
coals of fire will / not thy firmneſs fling in the face of 
thoſe unſteady: Chriſtians, whoſe virtue yields to- 
* Philip, xiv. ay 
f N 
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every little ſpark. of concupiſcenee? What an im- 
mortal inſtance of reproach wil't not thou prove to 
the fickle Chriſtians of this age, who, bent by every 


trivial trial, abandon Chriſt, forſake their virtue, 


give- up grace and offer incenſe to every idol of their 
paſſivns and caprices; and after all, expect to ſtand 
excuſed by pleading the common frailty of human 
nature. | 

Go then, O Chriſtians! Be conſtant in nothing 
but inconſtancy: And ſee at laſt whether the frail- 


ty of the fleſh by nature prone to change will be 


admitted as a legitimate excuſe for your unſteadi- 
neſs in good. See whether even your own paſt 
conſtancy in evil will not rather riſe in judgment 
againſt you. Man then can, in ſpite of all this vo- 


lubility of nature, be firm in evil? Ah! Yes, yes: 


He can. Too evidently we have ſeen he can; of 
this we have had innumerable proofs : Innumerable 
inſtances: of men who have endured the greateſt 
hardſhips, encounter'd the moſt dread dangers, and 
borne the moſt cruel tortures, rather than ſhrink at 
vices once embraced : And we may truly ſay, that, 
if Chriſt has had many martyrs, the devil has pro- 
bably had many more. O horror ! Shall man have 
2 enough to dare the rudeſt trials inflexible 
in vice, and yet plead fickleneſs of nature as an ex- 
uſe for yielding-up his virtue to the feeble force of 
every 2 temptation? Upon this ſubje& we are 
obliged to Pluterch, for a very moral though me- 
lancholy reflection, which I'II relate if you wilt 
pardon me the giving you, who are Chriſtians, a 
Heffon out of an inſtructive Heathen. But pardon 
me, did ſay ? Why ſhould you not? It is not I 
who affront you? But you affront yourſelves, if you 
don't practice better than mere Heathens think. 
To return then; When Agefilaut, ſays this au- 
% thor, had beheld a certain flagitious criminal, 
„% whom he had cauſed to be put to the torture, 
* perſiſt in his perverſity with ſuperlative conſtan- 
% cy amidſt the acuteſt anguiſh, and bear every 
% torment with magnanimous ſteadineſs; he could 


% not-forbear crying-out with painful ſurpriſe: O 
% het a wretch. is man, to place ſueb conſtancy 


***/ in-\ what is baſe and wicked! It grieved the il- 
* luſtrious chief to ſee ſuch ſtrength of mind and 


Th ſteadineſs of nature Joſt in wickedneſs, which, if 
% direRted rightly, might have proved of ſovereign 


6 ſer vide te the common-wealth:' Ab Chriſtians ! 


There is then a ſtrength, a ſtendineſs in nature, 


however weak we rfain it? Ves, nature is not ſo 
feeble or ſo fickle, but we cam ſteadily perſiſt in 
evil: And therefore would: we but exert our vigi- 


lance? we might apply that ſtrength and firmneſs | 


to the keeping us as immoteable in good. What 
wretches then, O Chriſtians, muſt not we be if 
we; compel not nature, trail and wavering 

ta he ag vigorous and firm in virtue as it is capable 
of being in vice? 


q 
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as it is, 


= 
I own indeed, that our ce nature is much c | 
more Prone to evil than to good. And therefore ii 
muſt require abundantly more careful watching to cc 
fix it ſteadily to good, than would be neceſſary to» RW 
make it firm to evil, But if unwearied watching «< 


will effect it; muſt not inconſtancy in good be an FR c 
unpardonable crime? I own, the Chriſtians are but 


few, who keep their virtue on this perpetual — 
guard : And therefore is it that the frailty of their A ;.. 
wavering nature has ſhaken, nay defeated, the con- ©. 
ſtancy of ſo many of them hithereto. But, ſome, you * 
ſee, as frail, as weak, as naturally prone to fin, as the ane 
moſt feeble of you all, have kept ſo faithful a RMSE thc 
look-out as to be proof againſt inconſtancy, amidt fro 
the moſt ſtaggering temptations: And ſo may all. thi 
But what, if all had been inconſtant ? What tho in a 
the-apoſtles were unſteady ; what though we could WE (co; 
not furniſh one plain inſtance of heroic conſtancy in —_ 
good ; would that be any plea for you hereafter to bat 


relinquiſh the virtuous ſtate you have now embraſ- :; 
ed? No, Chriſtians, no. r common frailty is . 

no excuſe for our private ſins. Believe me: Our 
frailty, our unſteadineſs is no excuſe for our neg- 
lect of cultivating with aſſiduous care, thoſe graces 
which are offer'd us to make us ſtrong and ſteady. 
If frailty could excuſe us; why ſhould that Gon, 
"who is ſo tender of us, bear ſuch avenging hatred 
to every fall of theſe poor miſerable veſſels of frai 
earth? He wanted not Feb to remind him, Remen- 
zer, that like clay, thou did'ſt make ne. He 
knows full well how frail our veſſels are by m- 
ture: But then he knows likewiſe how ſtrong be 
has put it in our power, by grace, to make them 
And therefore when they are broken, he know: 
that is not their frailty's fault but our perverſity"s. 
And therefore too, when they are broken, he te- 
jects them; and gives them up to Satan to ref 
them for his hideous uſe” in the eternal flames 
« Away, ſays the Almighty, away with theſe fri 
«© veſſels; which break at every touch, though 
made by grace ſo ſtrong. Let them be ever ba. 


4 niſh'd from my preſenee, nor ever be admitted + 
to the altar of my glory. Let me no more be- os 
hold theſe fickle creatures, who coſt me ſo much 10 
blood to comfort with my grace and render fim . 
«© to me; T devout ; | to-morrow perhaps Th 
< ſcandalous : To-day alt chaſtity 4 to-morrow al 8 
% uncleanneſs: This week at urchz the next : : 
<<, perhaps'in ſome-unhaltlow's ſte w: This week ſ — 
© fervent in their vows that their pious boſoms art Jes 
«© fo . veſlels of fragrant aromatics ; the next wit 
* {o tepid, fo indifferent; ſo faithleſs to their be wh 
<< poſes, that their hearts ſeem {6 many ſewers © dey 
_ < exhaling/filth : This Eſter Time ſo careful 0 Ch 
their words, that every breath they utter of Bui 
* cends to me like incenſe ; but after Faffer 4 \ 


8 | 
| 2 . 'abandon's 


W ginnings will be utterly fruitle 
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cc abandon'd to lies, to perjuries, to flattery, to ca- 
e lumny and leudneſs, that their mouths ſcent far 
© more odious than a peſt-ground newly open'd. 
« Away, away with ſuch unſteady veſſels from my 
ce preſence: Away with them to the infernal 
flames, where they are fitter to be burnt, than 
to adorn the temple of my glory.” O veſſels of 
reprobation! O inconſtant ſouls ! O that one of 
you was but by to hear me, that I might try to 


W fave you from that unconſuming furnace! How 


ſhould I not rejoice? O wavering ſouls! O fouls 
unfaithful to your ſovereign, to your gracious ſpouſe, 
and to your Gop! What can you propoſe to reap from 
theſe virtuous beginnings without an end alike ? What 
from this ſemi-goodneis half unfiniſh'd ? What from 
this race begun ; unleſs you reach the goal ? What, 
ina word, from all the grace and lights you now poſ- 


ſeſs ; if once you barter them for inconſtancy ? Ah! 


What can you reap but reprobation, eternal repro- 
bation ? For He only, wbo ſhall perſevere to the end, 
will be ſaved : So true is that import remark of St. 
Ferom : © Tis not the beginning of Chriſtians but 
* their end which is inquired” into. St. Paul be- 
* gan amiſs; but ended happily : Whereas Judas 
WE © began laudably ; but merited damnation by his 
end.“ O Chriſtians! Be ſteady in your perſe- 
verance to the end; or Jour reſent virtuous be- 
4 And if you were 
made ſtrong enough to begin; what room have you 
to doubt but, he who gave you that ſtrength, if 
you are watchful to improve it, will make you ſtea- 
dy to theend? © Our fleſh is frail, you ill cry-out ; 
and our very nature is mingled with inconſtancy.“ 
The greater evil then, I ſay, is inconſtancy, and ſo 
much the more to be dreaded for it's being an in- 
teſtin traitor lurking within us. Surely then the 
more you have to fear from it, the more cauſe have 
you to be for ever on your guard againſt it, and the 
leſs will you be. capable of excuſe or pity, if you do 
not redouble your vigilance to conquer it. 


IT. But inconſtancy is not only to be dreaded as 
a lurking enemy within us, holding correſpondence 
with our corruption. It is alſo to be dreaded as an 
incendiary of enmity between Gop and us, It 
cauſed the Almighty to abandon his favorit people 
the Jews, and to devote them to ruin; and is capa- 
ble, if we are conquer'd by it, of baniſhing — 2 
ever from his enlivening preſence, and plunging us 
into 1rrevocable perdition. Who; to hear the pious 
acclamations of the Fews in the ſolemn triumph of 
Jesvs on this ſacred day, would not be diſpoſed 
with holy zeal, to envy their fervor? Bleſſed is be 
who comes in the name of the Lord, they cry. What 
devotion | What attachment to the ſacred perſon of 
Chriſt could inſpire a more affectionate ſalutation. 


ut g * a few days; how horrid a note ſhall not 
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this change to? Crucify, crucify bin; they cry. 


Heavens]! What! crucify the Bleſſed who comes in 


the name of the Lord? O blaſphemous project! No 
matter; crucify bim; let bim be crucified, is to be 
the popular cry, O the horrid fickleneis of this 
ſti?-neck'd people] Shockt at ſuch ftrange unparal- 
lel'd inconſtancy, a holy Father aftoniſh'd cries : 
What then ſhall this perſecuted perſon do to you? 
* What new thing ſhall happen, that the voice of 
„ blefling and praiſes ſhould be ſo ſoon, fo ſudden- 
ly reverſed to ſhricks of blaſphemy and ſpleen ?*? 
Alr! What indeed can be the ſubje& of your quar- 
rel with him, O ſenſeleſs waverers? To-day, all 
fervor, you are eager to embalm his very name to 
immortality with your encomiums. And for what 
reaſon will you then, in a few days, vomit from your 
mouths the poiſon of your blaſphemies againſt him 
to deſtroy him? Why muſt you even, like bafiliſks, 
level at him rank deadly venom from your murde- 
rous looks? But why did I aſk? Were not theſe 
murderers of Chriſt the lineal race of thoſe ungo- 
vernable Fews whom Moſes headed in the wilder- 
neſs? It is nothing new, then to ſee this people ei- 
ther ungrateful or inconſtant; whoſe loyalty and 
faith conſiſted ever in ſcarce remaining one whole 
week in perfect love, ſubjection and fealty with Gop, 
% 'This, this ſays the Father, is the true antiquat 

4 malice of that people.” Why, think you, does 
the Almighty now keep the wretched nation of 
Fexws exiled from his holy Church, repudiated from 
Chriſtian altars, but becauſe they have ever proved 
themſelves fickle veſſels unfit for his ſervice ? 

If you are not convinced of this, look-back and 
believe your own eyes: Behold them but in the 
Red-Sea, where the weaker elements ſubſiding to 
make their fortitude a free paſfage, the unſteady 
waters harden into the firmeſt walls to ſerve at once 
for bulwarks to their ſafety, and emblems of their 
conſtancy : How joyfully, how. thankfully, how 
intrepidly do they not ſteer their new-form'd courſe 
amidft the embattled waves, and charm the foaming 
ſurges to.eccho to their fervent ſongs of praiſe and 
benediction of the Gop. of Hoſts, ae with 
rapturous melody like that of David:“ Toe rivers, 
O Lord, have lifted up their waves above the voi- 
ces of many waters. The ſurges of the ſea are mar- 
velous : Marvelous is our Lord on bigh. .... Holineſs 


becometh thy houſe, O Lord, for length of days. O 


what veſſels of ſteadineſs! O what devout, what 
fervorous veſſels of faithful conſtancy, thus prepa- 
red to perſevere to an endleſs length of days! But 
hold, there is.no truſting to the hollow ſounds of 
ſuch frail, ſuch crazy fickle veſſels. 'Scarce are they 
ſafely encamp'd, in the wilderneſs, thangthey begin 
to break into inconſtancy, and murmur” with baſe 
ingratitude againft their deliverer. A little ſcarcity 

* Pſalm xeii. . 
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of food uſſalle them and there needs no more to 
make them loſe all reſpect for Moſes, all confidence 
in God's future 33 all gratitude for his 


mercies: What fools were not we, 
« They cry, to leave the land of Egypt, the land of 
% plenty for this barren defert ? Would to Gop, we 
© bad died by the band of our Lord in the land of E- 
* egypt, toben we fat over the fleſh-pots, and did eat 
* bread to our fill! Why bave you brought us into 
* this Deſert, that you migbt kill all the multitude 


* with famine ? * Can Gop, think you, prepare 


© a table in the deſert. + In Egypt it is true, we 


« ſived a life of flaves: But what was that to our 
* prefent miſery, reduced as we are likely to be 
* through hunger to die the death of beafts ?” 
What can be ſaid to ſuch ingratitude ? Gop ne- 
vertheleſs to conquer their perverfity with goodneſs, 
converts the heavens into a ſtore-houſe of ifi- 
ons, makes plenty deſcend to them in a ſhower of 
Manna, and ftops their months to murmuration by 
filling them to ſatiety with heavenly nourriture. 
In ſhort, They eat and bad their fill. juſt for a 
fpurt indeed, while yet the food is in their months, 
this miracle of providence revives their faith, an 
remflames their fervor. But ah! How long does 
either laſt ? Even till a freſh occafion calls on them 
for ſteadineſs. Ah! hear how a little penury of 
water tries theſe tender veſſels again, and makes them 
eccho nought but ungrateful reproaches againft their 
leader and againſt their Gop. “ Alas what is dry 
* meat without refreſhing draughts to cool and 
„ moiſten our parch'd-up- entrails ? Supplying us 
* with viands without the leaſt ſupply of drink, is 


only making our pain more lingermg to make us 


* doubly feet the death of perifhing through thirſt: 


Why, why then did'ft thou O Moſes give ear to 
„the Almighty's invitation of us to the Land of 
« Promiſe ? Why did ſi thou make us e, from 


« Egypt to kill us and our children, and our beaſts 


* with thirft? f O volatil race of faithleſs people! 


And cannot the fame Gop, who harden'd the floods 
of the ſea into a ſolid rock for thy deliverance and 
lafety, force alſo rivers from a barren flint ? What 
then is thy confidence in Gop ; that a little ſudden 
thirſt is thus capable of making thee utterly forget 
the immenſe fea of Gop's ever-flowing mercy and 
liberality to thee ? But why do afk ? It is the na- 
ture of this inconſtant generation; and the beſt ex- 
cuſe which could ever yet be made for them, is that 


of St. Laurence Fuſtinian, who pleads their habitual 


per verſity as the eduſe of their ſeveral acts of incon- 
ſtancy 


44 true antiquated malice of this people, to receive 
favours from Gop, to thank him, to make him 
; promiſes, and then to forget his favours and rebel 
againſt him. But after all theſe benefits, furely 
Exe. xvi. 
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| Gop may expect a little more fidelity and gratitude Wi 
from this people, than he has yet met with ? Surely, i 


we leave that abounding land, to be fu 


"own worki 


to Gop from time to time. Such, ſach is 


T. P/alm Ixxyii, © . Exod. xxvii. 


O head-ftrong Hruelites, you will be forced at laf 
to yield? What can you wiſh for more ? He ha 
furniſh'd you with drink at the expence of a mira. 


cle, to change your thirſt of water into an unquench- i 
able thirſt after the living fountain of his love. He 

fed you and fatiated you before, with bread hande! 
down to you from heaven; that, craving no more 
the periſhable ſubſtance of the earth, you might 
learn to hunger chiefly, nay wholly, after the breal 


of everlaſting life. In ſhort, to purchaſe your lo ve, 
he has condeſcended to ſupply every the meaneſt o- 
fice, that you might ſuffer nothing, want nothing, 
which you could wiſh for from him. Surely then, 
O favour'd nation, you can reſiſt no longer ſuch - 
verflowing liberality? Surely, tho* Gop ſhoull 
hereafter reduce you to every want ; try you with 
every diſtreſs; you could not forbear to love him 


No; It may be, not: It may be, that, juſt vue WW 
you are full, you will remember to be grateful. 
But afterwards? O! Afterwards the cry is: V 
Hall give us fleſh to eat: Our ſoul is dry; wr Wil 


eyes bebold not 'ng elſe but this Manna. 0 
** what loathing, what nauſeating, what revoluts 
ons of flomach! Always Manna? Always a li 
«« tle infipid cake? O ſavoury melons and onions 
* Egypt ! O the cheriſhing meals of fleſh we wen 
fatten'd and regaled with there! Ah! nya 
eit 
with taſteleſs Manna in a wilderneſs ? V bo wi 


* give us fle ſh to eat in the Deſert ? Such, ſuch Wn 


beloved Chriſtians, were the returns the Almight) 
met with from the children of 1/-ael for all his met. 
cies to them. Such their gratitude and conſtanc) 
to their Divine Benefactor. But ah! This had 
been ſupportable, if this was all. But this was tit 
leaſt effect of their unſteadineſs. This, in a wo 
was piety, compared with the reſt of their conduct: 
Not content with murmurations againſt Gop, 50 
fatisfied with complaints of his providence decem 
them, they proceed to the blaſphemous ara 
ment of his deity ; ſet-up a ſtrange Gop in cc. 

— with him; cauſe a molten calf of 2 
bo erected for their Gop; publicly and folem® 
renounce their allegiance to their Maker; ard 2 
their homages and adorations to the idol of 2 
O how the deſert rings wich nes 
impious loud huzzas ! No more is their ſong: — | 
wvelqus is our Lord on bigb. No, no: It 59% j 
Long live our golden God, long live _ 
© ten calf, which (ere it had a being) freed A= 
the Egyptian tyrant Pbaraob's flaviſh laws. © 18 
«-live+ the golden earlets which have form i 
% ſuch a God to adore : Theſe, tbeſe, 77 th 
* Gods, O Iſrael, who bave brought thee out 


*. Nunb. x, +, Nemb. r. 4 l 


« Land of Egypt. * O flagitious nation] O rebel 
generation, more inconſtant than the moon, more 
Rckle than the air, more volatil than ſmoke, more in- 
table than the waves ! Away with this infamous na- 
tion from the preſence of Gop ; Out with it from 
the pale of Chriſt's Church; Far with it fromahus 


away with theſe fickle, frail, unſteady veſſels of pu- 
„ trefagion: Away with them from my preſence 
« forever, to be forever veſſels of perdition, But firſt 
= let them roam mere vagabonds on earth, proſcri- 
ved, like Cain; and left, like outlaws ; without 
= kingdom ; without laws; without temples ; 
* without ſacrifices; without prieſthood, power 
* or honour. And fince they needs would live 
„ without me their ſovereign ; let them ever be 
the ſcorn of men and the ſcoff of devils.” { : 
But why, my Gop, why muſt this whole nation 
oe proſcribed for the malice of their fore-fathers ? 
= That indeed was the antiquated malice of this 
people's firſt progenitors.” But have not their 
7 2 amply wiped-off, this day, with loud Ho- 
r, the guilty ſtain of their fore-fathers? Ah 
1 o! Wait but a few days; and the harſh cries of 
aui bin, crucify bim, will ſoon convince you, 
mat the antiquated malice of this people's anceſtors, 
Wis till alive in their poſterity. Still, ſtill did they 
perſiſt in their inconſtancy to the laſt ; and there- 
bre juſt was it, that Gop ſhould no longer perſiſt 
ia ſhewing them mercy : Time was it that he ſhould 
put an end to his long ſuffering, change his patience, 


ruinous conſequences of their contumacious unſtea- 
dineſs. 
ſtancy! O bad thou but knoqwn, even in this thy 
day, the things which would be of peace to thee / 
But now they are bidden from thy eyes. + And alas 
all this day's glorious. works will be deſtroy'd by 
the perverſe unſteadineſs of ſome days hence. 
Wherefore t the days ſball come upon thee: And thy 
enemies ſball haps of, 

thee up all round, and ſtraiten thee on every fide ; 
and beat thee flat to the ground and thy children 
which are in thee; and they ſhall not leave in thee 
K 55 upon a ſtene, bereuſs thou hart not known 
4 


wretched people! How dear a price has not your 
inconftancy coſt you? 


But while alas I am ſpeaking, an inward check, 


my ill-addreſt reproaches ; and bids me no longer 
laviſh on the Jeu, theſe gs — n 


tears we have to ſpare, to weep at-home, and wa- 


„ Exodar xxxii, + St, Late xix, f hid. 
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temples, from his altars, © Yes, yes ſays the Lord, 


exaſperated into fury, and abandon them to the 
O faithleſs nation! O fatal dupe of incon- 


s thee with a trench, and block. 


time of thy viſitation. O wretched, wretched, 


the gracious impulſe of inſpiring truth, calls-back 


while Chriſtians in general, and ſome of us (it may 
be) in this very audience, ſtand in need of all the 


ter with inceſſant grief our own paſt fickleneſs. The 
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9 | 
ews were inconſtant, it is true, ſhamefully incon - 
t, But are we Chriſtians a jot more firm in our 
fidelity to Chriſt? The good purpoſes made in for- 
mer confeſſions, how ſoon have they not been bro- 
ken? The virtuous reſolutions taken, this very day, 
of giving our ſelves to God intirely, bow. Gents” 
will wo og remember'd by us, only to be the more 
perverſely violated ? That fervor in the praiſes of 
Gop (which has been, this day, kindled in the hearts 
of ſome of us, I hope by the graciouſneſs of Ius 
in coming into them in the holy Euchariſt we re- 
ceived) how ſoon will it not be moſt ſhamefully ex- 
tinguiſh'd, by a renewal of our diſorderly inconſtan- 
cy? You, O young men, happily convinced of the 
dangers which your unſteadineis has made you ſub- 
ject to, have at this ſacred time perhaps renew'd 
your baptiſmal vows, and” given yourſelves up to 
Gob with fervor and fincerity. But ah! A few 
days hence, what will become of all your preſent 
warmth and candour ? What will be the fruit of fo 
many holy thoughts which Gop has infuſed into 
you by evangelic ſermons, by devout lectures, by 
ſpiritual converſations and edifying examples? You, 
O young men, / /ay, touch'd with a lively ſenſe of 
your paſt follies, are (this day) reſolved to give-up 
to Gop the remainder of that life which you have 
ſo earlily dedicated to the world? But ah! who will 
aſſure me that this day's compundtion, like that 
of this day twelve-months ago, ſhall not be render'd 
fruitleſs by a relapſe more vicious than your for- 
mer ſtate, within the narrow ſpace of a few days 
time? You, O young women, re-inflamed with pi- 
ous ardor by the revivaLof that inbred devotion, 
which gracious heaven ſeems to have mingled in the 
compoſition of your female hearts; you, I ſay, are 
now refolved to cling, with Mary, to the croſs of 
Chriſt, and chuſe the better part, the part of love. 
But ah ! Will not the approaching Eafter ſee you 
re- aſſume all your little vanities and diſſipations; if 
you do not, even ere God. Friday comes, enter a- 
gain in le with all your airs and artifices to 
tempt and bribe ſome fickle Judas to betray your 
Lord with crimes, excited by your levity of con- 


duct? You, O Ecclehallics, fixed with that fervor . 


which this ſacred ſeaſon inſpires, even like cheru- 
bims in the IIoly of Holes, infuſe, nay farce devoti- 
on into the hearts of all the people with E. 
emplary deportment at Gop's altars: But ah 
What will it avail, if, a few days elapſed, forgetful 
of your dignity, you ſhould approach thoſe very al- 
tars with a levity unſcemly even in the laity ? 
You, O gentry, are actually all zeal, all eagerneſs 
to ranſom your offences with prayer, and faits, and 
almſdeeds. Ah ! Have a care you be not ſoon as 
eager to. repeat thoſe offences, with ſpiritual oth, 
with luxury, with injuſtices? O Poor O Sick! 0 
Friendleſs ! How liumble are not you at preſent? 
B b 2 RY + He w 
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How penitent ? How ready to receive the comforts 
of your Lord? But will you always be thus ready? 


Ah! How probabiy will not a little proſperity, a a 


little health, a little human reſpect, ſoon make you 
as haughty as ever; as diſorderly as ever; as indiffer- 

ent as ever, to the things which _— pertain to your 
peace? O would to Gop [I had leſs ground for all 
my fears of your inconſtancy, dear Chriſtiane, than 
I really have. But alas when I conſider the ſcan- 
dals given, within this one laſt year by many-Chri- 
ſtians, who, but a year ago, were lovely patterns of 
a Chriſtian life : When I conſider the wealth which 
within this year has been laviſh'd in gaming, in lux- 
ury, in debaucheries, in tempting to ſeduce unguar- 
ded innocence ; and laviſn'd by Chriſtians, by Ca- 
tholics, by thofe very perſons, who, but laſt Lent, 
ſeem'd reſolutely. bent on devoting their ſuperflui- 
ties to the inſtructing the ignorant, to the feeding 
the hungry and relieving the neceſſitous; to the a- 
dorning Gop's altars, and encouraging his hoſpi- 
tals, to the placing innocence out of danger, and 
dragging ſinners out of perdition: When, 7 /ay, I 
think on all this; how can I forbear to tremble, 
Chriſtians, leſt you ſhould prove as inconſtant this 

ar as the laſt; leſt, for want of more ſteadi- 
neſs than has been hitherto made uſe of, penitents 
ſhould loſe their preſent grace, and loſe it ever; 
leſt the Church ſhould loſe it's new born children, 
Gop be robb'd of his glory, and the devil be 
releaſed from his confuſion? The Jews, belov- 


ed auditors, appear to you inexecuſably flagiti- 


ous in their inconſtancy. And with good reaſon in- 
deed, for they are ſo. But ah! How much more, 
and more inexcuſably, flagi.ious muſt not thoſe 
Chriſtians be, who indulged by the Almighty infi- 
nitly more than the Fes, are ſtill more unfaithful 
to him, and more unſteady in his ſervice? If the 
children of Iſrac i forſook their Creator to pay their 
homages to a golden calf ; how many children of 
Chriſt abandon their Redeemer to idolize the 
objects of their avarice? If the Hebrews rebell'd 

gainſt Gop to glut themſelves with the fleſh-pots 
off Egypt; how often do not Chriſtians revolt a- 
gainſt him to immerge themſelves in every vicious 
delight of carnality ? The Jews murmur'd againft 
Gov and his miniſter Moſes : And ſo do Chriſtians. 


Forever are they buſied in murmuring, back-biting, 


flandering, cenſuring, calumniating, defaming, or 
ridiculing his ſervants their neighbours. On eve 

ſlight occaſion are they practiſing the like againſt his 
miniſters their why 7 — notwithſtanding his 


terrible menace by the mouth of his prophet; 
The face of our Lord hath divided them :. He will 


not add to reſpeft them ; becauſe they have not 
reverenced the faces of the prieſts, neither bad they 


pity on the ancients. Nay Gop himſelf is not ex- 


Frrem. Laminl. ir. . 


_ - 


empt from their irreverences. Every little delay of ll 
his to gratify them, every little diſappointment WM 
which for their good he graciouſly ſends them, is 20 


ſufficient matter to make them murmur at his dif. '$ tu 
poſal, arraign his providence, repine at his govern. p. 
ment, wiſh themſelves dead to be releaſed from it, ie 


and cry-out with the ungrateful Jews : Would we x 
bad died by the hand of our Lord, while we ja 
over the fleſh-pots of luxury and did eat the breal Wi 
of proſperity o our fill: Nay it is more than e. 
nough oftentimes to make them throw-off their ai 
dependance on him even to worſhip the foreign 

Gods of the earth and the fleſh. Ah! Let us then 
no longer exert our indignation againſt the Few, 
which may with ſo much greater reaſon be levell' 


at ourſelves. © This was indeed the antiquate! o. 
** malice of that people.” But now alas the in-. o 
pious ſynagogue ſtands countenanced by the mor: Nec 
heinous impiety of Chriſtians, and we have caut pe 
with bleeding hearts to own, that Such is the m. pi 
dern malice of this more favour'd people. oF «© 
O Chriſtians then! inconſtant fickle Chriſtian; | RE << 
If this be ſadly true, why ſhould falſe tenderneß WS <* 
be ſo cruel to conceal it? If you are like to prove WS fr 
again inconſtant like the Jews; why may I no, g 
without offence, warn you, that you will perih WR it 
with them? Yes, beloved: It after ſo many mer. ar 
_ ciful reconciliations which your Gop has grante! ca 
to you; if after ſo many perverſe relapſes, you ſtun- a2 
ble again with the Jews; you will probably fal 8 7 
with the Fews into irreparable ruin: And the ter: la 
rifying ſentence of Ixsus upon them, ſhall be pi- RE th 
Fitually verified in you: O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalen,  )* 
robo * the prophets and ſtoneſti them who wir: 8 
ſent to thee ! How often would I have gather'd u.  *) 
gether thy children, as the ben doth gather togeti' in 
ber chickens under ber wings : and thou woull) Wn = 
not. Bebold your houſe ſhalt be left deſert to 5 i 2 fli 
„O faithleſs city! O faithleſs Chriſtian metrop- Bn "* 
© lis, which perſecuteſt thy lawful paſtors - WR 
_ © ſtoneſt with hatred and calumny thoſe who e ne YC 
** lawfully ſent to thee by Me and my Church, W . ſh 
lead thee back to me! What miracles have di, 
„not wrought to convince thee of thy errots = © 
„What mercies have I not exerted to convert the- ns 8 
** to truth and good? And thou, would'/t nt. _ 
faith-profeſſing flock of mine! How often hate Wl * 
not I, with freſh repeated graces, _ and . we” 
** craments and ſacred" means, tenderly enden. 
*© vour'd to gather you together from the gene 8 E 
* contagion, juſt as the ben gatbers together 1e i 105 
© chickens under ber wings ; and thou woul * 3 
* Wherefore hebel your bouſe ſhall be left , e 
” to you: And in puniſhment of your perverſe gf doc 
conſtancy, O fickle Chriſtians, behold nb <w 
© hearts ſhall henceforth remain, like batte = 


„ heaths, void of mercy, grace and gag 


* 


ay of WE bpandon'd waſte of fin; the ſeat of everlaſting 
nent horror.“ 
is 2 Wl Little will it avail to plead the frailty of your na- 


di. ture mingled (as it was) with inbred fickleneſs. 


= 


ern. prone as your nature of itſelf may be to levity, that 
m it, WE levity has been ſufficiently fix d and render'd firm 
du vy the precious blood of him, who gave even to 
% tte fickle winds their weight. Gop, ſays Si. 


read © Gregory, has given ſufficient gravity to our ſouls 


me. do preſerve them againſt being hurried away from 
their the Almighty's gracious purpoſes, by their na- 
rein WS < tural levity.” What though our hearts, like 


then 
ew! 


elle 


giddy cock- boats, are liable, when left to them- 
ſelves, to the being toſt and re-toſt by every tem- 
peſtuous hurricane of our paſſions; is it not our 


lated Wl own fault that theſe veſſels, frail as they there, are 

im- co unſteady, fo often overſet ? If you are not reſolv- 
nor ed on periſhing, ſays St. Bernard, on need not 
cauſe periſh. Since Gop is ever graciou 


y prepared to 
pilot you himſelf to everlaſting ſafety. © The 
* word of Gop will direct you, and the Spirit of 
* Gov is ready to bear you ſteady to the harbour 
« of Salvation.” But the miſchief is, that you 
ſnatch the helm out of the Almighty's hands to 
give it up to caprice : And, inſtead of eagerly and 
— itcadily 2 your courſe towards Heaven, you 


and, fiſhing for the moſt empty impertinencies. 
Thus do you fooliſhly loſe your time, and ſplit at 
—_—_ at on the rock of temporal enjoyments. It is not 
den ſo much the fault of your frailty which makes 
—_ you thus faithleſs, thus inconſtant in good, as it is 


by nature? You are of a compoſition mingled with 
inconſtancy ? And were not a St. Stephen, a St. Bar- 
lam, as fickle by*nature as any of you all? Yet 
flint could not conquer the firmneſs of the former, 


| you, who have all the helps they had? But how 
ſhould you, while you negle& to watch, as the 

did, over your native frailty ? How ſhall thoſs 

Chriſtians ever bear the rude aſſaults, which theſe 


, ently on their guard to bear the moſt triflin , 
cations ? How ſhall the hand ve-up it's Ah to 

flames, it's body to a volley | 

which cannot give an alms to His 


hand ſtrip itſelf of it's own fleſh for Chriſt which 
is too laſcivious to abſtain from the fleſh of others A 
Let us place before the eyes of our underſtanding 

| beloved, all the flames of various vices which have 


they were ſo intenſe, ſo terrifying to reſiſt, as thoſe 
which his glorious martyrs have conſtantly not only 
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are courting the flattering gales of ſenſual pleaſures, 
caſting · anchor amidſt the moſt trifling amuſements, 


your perverſe neglect of vigilance. You are frail. 


nor fire ſubdue the conſtancy of the latter. And 
why may not you be as conſtant as they were ; 


great ſaints ſo eaſily repell'd, who are not ſuffici-- 


ſtones, for Chriſt, 
or, cannot give. 


pardon to an offending neighbour How ſhall that 


too often ſeparated us from Chriſt, and ſee whether 


make them deſcend from it.“ 
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reſiſted but overcome. Ah! have we been, like 
St. Stepben, like a St. Bartholomew, like a St. Bar- 
lam, ſurrounded with executioners, flay*d alive by 
butchers, tortured with flames, threaten'd a thou- 
ſand deaths by tyrants? No, no: The trivial ſpark 
of a leud look, of a wanton ſuggeſtion, of a laſci- 
vious meſſage, has fired our ſouls almoſt to aſhes, 
and dragg'd us from the boſom of Chriſt to the jaws 
of Satan. The almoſt imperceptible ſpark of an 
unyary word, of an affront, of an ill-grounded jea- 
louſy, has arm'd the hands of Chriſtians with ſword 
and piſtol, has fill'd their mouths with reproaches 
and calumny, and loaded theif hearts with the ve-- 
nom of rancour, hatred, and thirſt of revenge. By 
what then, Chriſtians, do you know that your na-- 
ture is ſo weak as you imagin it | What croſſes have 
you courted, to exerciſe your conſtancy ? What in- 
vitations have you rejected, rather than deſcend. 
from rather than not cling to, the little croſſes ſent 
you for a trial of your conſtancy ? Have you, with 
a St. Andrew, been, each, much more afraid of 
loſing than of clinging to your croſs ? 8 
But why do I ſtop at rivulets, when in ſight of 
the fountain-head of conſtancy? O my ever dear 
Redeemer! How much more cruel and grieyous 
was not thy croſs than any we can ere be ſubject 
to? Yet didſt thou never flinch' from it. Ah! 
What a rude temptation was not made uſe of to 
ſhake thy conſtancy, when dying on it for mankind. 
Ales in quality of univerſal Saviour of man- 
kind? “ If thou ar't the Son of God, the impious 


&* Jews cry-out ; deſcend from the croſs and we will. 


% believe in thee. If thou really ar't ſo zealous to. 
**. ſave us as thou pretendeſt ; come down from that 
e croſs, and we are ready to acknowledge. thee for. 


our Meſſiah.” But ah, dear lover and example. 


of firm and faithful ſouls ! Did'ſt thou ſuffer thy-- 
ſelf to be decoy'd from thy beloved croſs by ſuch. 


enſnaring arguments? Did'ſt thou ſcreen. thyſelf. 
from ſhame and reproach, regardleſs of our wants? 


Did'ſt thou-perchance over-look the love of us, to 
avoid the imputation of impoſture ? © No, no, re- 
i plied thy tender love: I am wedded to this croſs. 
to ſave my dear-loved ſouls; and while one ſin- 


* gle drop of blood remains, within theſe veins, 


*© while this life has the leaſt power left to breathe; 
* ſuffer I muſt, agonize I muſt and will upon thi s. 
„gibbet.“ But you, will be blaſphemed.. © No. 
© Matter.” But they will not own you for their 
Gop.. “ Be it ſo : My beloved ele& muſt and ſhall; 


© be redeem'd. Let the whole price be paid for 


© my friends; and let what. will befall my re- 
5 putat'on,- intereſts and, life; T am ready at the 
« price of every pain to purchaſe the love of thoſe 
« ſouls; who, after my example, will be fo nail'd 
* in their affections to the croſs, that nothing can 
And what kind? 
ole 
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of bleſſed ſouls are thoſe, dear Ixs us? Not ſurely 
the ſouls of Chriſtians? Alas, I fear not. Will no- 
thing make them deſcend from the croſs they have 
once embraced ? Mark but the firſt among them 
you ſet eyes on. He receives an affront : But mind- 
ful that he is the diſciple of a crucified. Lord, a 


Chriſtian, he reſolves to cling to his croſs and for- 


give; when the devil, who ſeldom acts in perſon, 
becauſe never at a loſs for lawyers to act for him, 
ſets his agents to work : Accordingly they cloſely 
preſs our half- reſolved diſciple of Chriſt with the 
2 cc 
old arguments of their old maſter. Alas 
* what are you about? What! Will you put-up 
e with this affront? Will you paſs-bye this inju- 
y? Have you no feeling for your reputation? 
6 Why, man! You muſt prepare to be ſpit upon, 
% to be inſulted, to be trampled on by every inſig- 
, nificant mortal; if you do not teach all men, at 
* the expence of one inſolent one, the reſpect 
% which is due to you: Ah! Away then with this 
* ſcrupulous tameneſs and deſcend from the croſs.” 
This other young lady, call'd. by her heavenly 
ſpouſe, reſolves to conquer the world by withdraw- 
ing from it, with fruit, for Chriſt's ſake, before 
it can have time to withdraw from her without be- 
nefit. And therefore, even before ſhe can quit it 
with her body, ſhe renounces it in her mind and 
heart; deſpiſes its enjoyments; and delights only 
in ſacred ſolitude. But immediately is ſhe beſieged 
by her companions, by her ſeeming friends, by her 
relations. For goodneſs ſake, they cry, what 
means this melancholy humour which has ſeiz- 
% ed yqu ? Who has put this frantic notion in your 
head? Don't you conſider what good you may 
do in the world? How much comfort and ho- 
% nour you may do your parents? What edifica- 
tion you may give to your companions? The 
Fl dend wants ſuch good creatures as you for ex- 
* amples. Away then with the vapouriſh thought. 
© You are too young as yet: Have yeu not varie- 
« ty of pleaſures ready to court you? And ſurely 
«there is no ſin in giving a little looſe to lawful 
4 pleaſures? Do you think, we are not as deſirous 
„to be ſaved as 
** ſhort: Let us go to-night to the Poke © mor- 
„ Tow to a ball, next day to quadrille. 


% fuch adull 
16 tion; eſpecially ſuch A One. Ah 1 Take aur ad- 


vice then and deſcend from the croſs.” Thus 
from age to age have the devil's ſollicitors, firſt 


Jews, and ſince Chriſtians, labour'd to ſeparate from — 


the Croſs both Chriſt and his ſervants. * 
And you in the mean time, O heartleſs ſouls, 

what are you about ? O Chriſtians) Will 

getful of your faith, permit yourſelves to be ſeduc- 


you can be? Come, come, in 


ere will 
| © be time enough ſome years hence to think on 

air: And, believe me, it requires 
«© Tome years to think maturely on a change of ſta- 


u, for- 


Sixth Indiction of the PASSION. ; 
ed? Shall you liſten to the Devil's ſollicitors, yie! 


to a word of ſatan, and break your word with 
Chriſt? Shall you be carried away by ambition, 
avarice, revenge, and hanker after the fleſh-pots 
of carnal pleaſure ? Is this imitating his conſtancy ? 
Is this returning him love for love? O! woe to 
us; had he not ſet us the example we are ſo loth 
to folſow | Had Chriſt been as willing to part from 
his groſs as we are to be rid of ours ; ah ! who 
would have red eem'd us? who. would have extin- 
'd for us the flames of hell? who would have 
'd to us the eternal gates of Heaven? And is 
our unſteadineſs all the return we have to make 


him? Shall he have embraced an enormous croſs, | 5 1 


and we evade the trivial croſs of an offenſive word? 
Shall he have clung to the croſs, in ſpite of a whole 
inſulting yy cw And we be decoy'd away from 
it, by the ſollicitations of deluded friends ? Look- 
ye, Chriſtians: Conflancy is the word. Weigh 
well your obligations, examine your latent forces, 
correct your inconſtancy, and exert your fortitude 
againſt all future trials. Be prepared for the work, 
and if there ſhould be a neceſſity, in the cauſe of 
conſtancy in good, to ſuffer for, or to die with, 
the Son of Gop; reſolve, like what you are, diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, and bravely fay each to Jzsvs with 
St. Peter, though with greater ſteadineſs, Lord, 
with thee I am ready ta go into priſon and unte 
death. You, who, like the Jews, ſing Hoſanns, 
this day, to the Bleſſed who. cometh in the name of 
the Lord, have a care that your crimes do not, in 
their notes, one day, cry-out: Crucify bim, cru- 

cify bim. Remember that, if you are frail and 

wavering by nature, you may be firm and ſteady 

by his grace. Remember, that you, who are but 

too conſtant in what is evil, are inexcuſable if you 

are not as firm in good. Remember then, that it 

is not ſo much to frailty or to fickleneſs, as to want 

of care and vigilance, you muſt impute your eter- 

nal perdition. And that, if you relapſe, your in- 

conſtancy may be the cauſe of your damnation, 

Chriftians ; as that of the Jews was of ruin to them 

But OI Avert it, gracious God, I earneſtly be. 

ſeech Thee: In the name, &c:., 


Hirth Indiction f the PAs810N_  » 
I know not whether or not any of you, Ch 
tians, ate fond of the diverſions of the ſtage. It 50 
are; I condole with-yau on the loſs you will be 4 
this week on account of the. theatres being ſhut-vſ) 
as I preſume they will be according to cuſtom. 
to repair this loſs, as much as is conſiſtent with 
function, I invite you all to a very folema traged) 
at this place on next Gopd-Friday.. It will not 
up three hours of your attention, nor . 
to undergo a five or ſix hours confinement 49”, 


it. But I may venture to promiſe you, that, W * 


? 


. Sixth Indiction of 


out the affiftance of any pompous ranting, it will 
be the deepeſt, moſt affecting, and moſt intereſting 
ſcene of real diſtreſs, you ever yet lent your atten- 
tion to. I cannot anſwer, that you will be quite as 
commodiouſly ſeated as you might be at Covent» 
Garden. But there is ſome difference in the dignit 
of the place and the importance of the fubject, ſut- 
ficient to make an ample amends : And one conſi- 
derable advantage you will have here, is, that you 
will not be ſo much expoſed to colds: and many o- 
thers hazards of body and foul. | 

You eaſily perceive, I am talking of the Paſſion 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Cnr1sT, which I 
then intend to preach : In which I ſhall obſerve the 
fame method, as is practiſed in Catholic Countries. 
I ſhall not indeed be quite ſo long as-is cuſtomary 
there : And yet Heaven grant, that I may not ap- 
pear too tedious for the devotion of ſome! I pre- 
miſe this on purpoſe, that fuch delicate Chriftians 
as are afraid of ſharing too much in the ſufferings 
of their Savionr, even that one day, may either con- 
trive to be abſent or previoully provide for their 
eaſe on that occaſion. | 

Abutteſſim, or (as ſome hiſtorians call him) Abut- 
tellim, king of the Teluſinians, having incurred the 


= hatred of Fo/eph king of Fez, the latter raiſed a 


powerful army and marched at the head of it quite 
to Telufm, the feat of Abutteſſim's dominions, in or- 


der to lay ſiege to that capital: Not doubting but he 
ſhould ſoon become maſter of it and without much 


difficulty. But Abutteſſim, who was no ſtranger to 


the PASSION. 40 
gan to ſuſpe@ their own bravery : Doubting whe-- 


ther it would not be fool-hardineſs rather than cou- 

rage, to dare the cruelty of the former ſooner than 
court the mercy of the latter. Wherefore, urged” 
by a diſtreſs which ſeems void of relief, and not 
knowing what other counſel to take, they throw 
themſelves unanimouſly at their beloved monarch's 
feet, © beſeeching him to remember the wounds 
* they have received, the fatigues they have en- 
« durcd, the hardſhips they have borne and the 

* much they have chearfully done and ſuffer'd for, 
* and with him, while there remain'd any hopes 
& that fortune would, ſooner or later, favour the 
« juſtneſs of his cauſe : Adding that the conſtancy 
* of their former efforts might ſuffice to give his 
* majeſty a full proof ot their fidelity, zeal, and 
* attachment to his ſacred perſon and intereſts ;. 
* and that, if the deſperacy of their preſent condi- 
* dition render'd them incapable of being any 
* longer ſerviceable to their natural ſovereign, nei- 
*© ther their courage nor fidelity ought to be queſ- 
e tion'd for yielding to force, When become the 
*© inevitable effect of neceſſity. Wherefore they 

1 7 their royal maſter, in conſideration of their 
6 paſt ſervices and preſent impotence, would give 
* them leave to try a better fate in a: timely ſur- 
* render to inſolent violence.“ Abutteſſim liſtens: 
to their remonſtrance with a firmneſs and ſerenity 

becoming the greatneſs of his ſoul; and compaſ- 
ſionating the depth of their diſtreſs without depart- 
ing from the noble ſublimity of his character and 


in 

a, his attempt, fortified the city, threw himſelf into ſentiments, anfwer'd them; “ That, for his part, 
d it with a ſtrong power and diſappointed him. - he had but one death to meet, and all ways of 
y ſepb nevertheleſs, inſtead of being diſcouraged by “ dying were alike. ro him, ſo his virtue expired 
it diſappointment, made obſtinate by oppoſition, car- * not before him: That he could not but be ſenſi- 
5 ried on the ſiege with reſolution and vigour: Yet © ble of the great ſufferings of his ſubjects fince - 
it all to no purpoſe. The beſieged monarch with in- “ he had all- along borne an equal. ſhare of thoſe 
t trepid bravery ſuſtain*d the frequent attacks of the “ ſufferings with them: And that he was ftilFrea-- 
enemy, repulſed them in every aſſault, and by his © dy to encounter worſe evils for and with them ; 
: wiſdom and courage inſpired and enabled his ſub- whole ſafety he had. always conſulted. without 
, jects to baffle all the efforts of violence, ſtratagem, any view to his own intereſt ; That true eon 
and invention to force and ſurpriſe the town. Thus © ſtancy conſiſts not in bearing many evils, but in 

g perſiſted theſe two contending powers in rude dif- * being unconquer d by the worſt: That therefore 


pute, the one trying to over-power or over-reach, 


* he could by no means conſent to their loſing the- 


the other. repelling force and art, with art. and * merit of all their paſt actions, by prefering an in-- _ 


r WS NW ws Sag 


force: And victory remaining neuter, fueb'd the tu- 


rious conteſt. for the N 4m, {pace of ſeven 
ound a way into the 


years: When famine at length 
city, which neither the rage ner craft of war could. 
open. A. while the. brave inhabitants ſtruggled 
with the inteſtin foe, and bore the fiercer ſhocks of 
hunger, thirſt and want of every neceſſary with a 
magnanimity worthy of their former conduct: Till 


finding at laft that their ſpirits as well as ſtrength 


were waſting as faſt as their. proviſions, and fee: 
themſelves thus likely to be Aer. to che — Fa 


| lemma ot dying by famine or the ſword; they be- 


* famous life to a glorious death. Wherefore he 
6 perſuaded them to perſiſt in a noble defence to 

« the laſt ; and, for the reſt, to convince em of 
the perfect dilintereſtedneſs of his adviee, he ex 
* poſed his boſom naked to tbem and declared, 


„ that be was ready to devote bat fleſb ta appeeſe a 


* the bunger of the leaſt of bis ſubjetis,”” Heroic 
generoſity, worthy. of immortal praiſe 
The generoſity however of the. Telufmnianmo-- 
narch extended no farther.than a verbal offer. Vet 
had it the efficacy to revive the drooping ſpirits of 
his people, who reſolved, in a fally, which was 8 
Cee 
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greed upon for the next day, to follow their ſove- a juſt grief for your own paſt inſenſibility to all he 


reign to battle and conquer or die along with him. 

Chriſtians! Jxsus not only gave his body to 
fave your ſouls from want of ſpiritual nouriſhment ; 
but really gave it, to be rent and torn and mangled 
at the mercy of a herd of butchers, to animate you 
to a virtuous ſtruggle againſt Satan who is laying 
conſtant ſiege to your hearts. Long had the infer- 
nal tyrant labour'd to block-up human nature in this 
world from every heavenly ſuccour; and gall'd and 
harraſs'd it with frequent rude aſſaults and crafty 
ſtratagems to over-power it with violence or over- 
reach it with baſe artifice. But our eternal Sove- 
reign and Saviour, who generouſly (with the ſtrong 
power of his numerous graces) threw himſelf into 
the world, by taking human fleſh, undertook the 
world's defence; fought both for and with mankind 
againſt their common enemy for three and thirty 
ears; and finally, to ſhew his liberal diſintereſted 
love for man, kindly gave-up his bleſſed body to be 


crucified for man; that, fed and fortified with his; 


precious fleſh, man might more earneſtly perſiſt in 
combating the envious fiend, and never ſuffer his 
conſtancy and fortitude to be worried or worne-out 
by any of the ſerpent's teis ing violences or deluding 
artifices, But ah! What good effects has all this 
generoſity yet wrought in you? Has it yet prevail'd 
to make you ſteady in the cauſe of virtue? Has it 
yet fired you with reſolution to die or conquer fin, 
which coſt your God and Saviour ſo much fleſh 
.and blood to oppoſe the progreſs of ? 

Had Abutteſim, as he proffer'd, given his body 
to the butchers to be cut in pieces for the nourri- 
ture of his famiſh'd ſubjeds, and ſome ingenious 
poet had wrought the melancholy ſtory into tragic 
drama; how would not every-one of you, if pre- 
ſent at the acting of it, have melted at the bloody 
ſcene and bathed the ſtage with unextorted tears of 
liquid ſympathy ? How would not you, ſeized with 


a noble ſenſe of piry and revenge, with him again 


alive; that you might die or cogquer in the cauſe 
of ſuch a generous prince? And thall Jt s vs have 
:been really butcher'd for your ſakes ; yet you re- 
main inſenſible? Yet you not be diſpoſed to make 
one effort to reſiſt the lighteſt trial for his ſake ; 
but leave his ſtandard to ſurrender at the very firſt 
approach of a temptation? Ah ! To what purpoſe 
then has Ixs us left to you his ſacred fleſh for food? 
. What can his generous death for you avail you: 
if you neyer think enough on it, for that to excite 
Jou to imitate his conſtancy ; if you never eye it 
with ſeriouſneſs enough to pay him the tribute of 
one tender tear? On Friday next therefore, I in- 
vite you to a rehearſal of this tragedy. At which I 
hope to ſee you all in tears. The ſacꝭ is ſo affecting 
it will need no pomp of words, yo helps of rhetoric, 
no poetic flights, to melt your ſouls (if you have 
ſouls to melt) to- pity for your Lord, and more to 


has done and ſuffer'd for you. 


hear each bleeding limb of his with reproachful 
tenderneſs cry-out to you: O Chriſtians ! Why, 
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can make you ſtrong. 


why thus irreſolute in good? What evils 
have you borne as yet, what wounds have you 
to ſhew, what toils and hardſhips have you 
endured which I have not ſhared with you? | 
had but one mortal life to loſe ; and that I chear- 
fully refign'd for you; to teach you that deaths 
no evil when the cauſe you die fer, or die in, 1: 
good. Fight on then and ſtruggle even to death 
with that inveterate foe, who never will give o- 
ver teizing and tempting you while you have 
life. Remember, your victory is in your hands 
I died to purchaſe it. for you. Remember, if 
you have loſt ground, the greater cauſe you have 
to fight more manfully henceforth to regain that 
ground. Remember, that Chriſtian conſtancy 
conſiſts not in repelling many temptations, but 
in perſiſting to the laſt in conquering all. Re- 
flect that, if you are by nature weak, my grace 
1 If you have hitherto 
been indolent or faithleſs in your Chriſtian war 
fare; it is high time to fight with double fer- 
vor. If you have hitherto Tontended nobly for 
the glorious Palm; it is now too late to tarniſh 
all the glory of your paſt religious ſtruggle 
by ſuffering any trial to overcome you for the 
future. at intereſt but yours could I hare 
in view, in giving-up my precious fleſh and blood, 
that 1t might invigorate you againſt your ſpiritual 
enemies? Why did" I leave it you but to make 
the feeble ſtrong, to make the ſtrong more vi- 
gorous? Ah! uſe then this ſacred food to repat 
the little waſtes of grace, which human frailt 
may effect; and, fed and cheriſh'd with it, be 
conſtant in reſiſting the inveterate foe, who re- 
ver ceaſes to beſiege your ſouls in hopes of forc- 
ing or ſurpriſing them into ruin: Be firm 2 
you ſhall conquer,” O Chriſtians ! If this melt 


Then ſhall you 


ting language which every bleeding limb of Its, 
ſpeaks, is not enough to force a flood of pit into 
your eyes; if it is not capable of ſtriking fire 1 
our hearts ; if it will not animate you to everlait- 
ing love for Chriſt and conſtancy in his ſervice; 
have done with you, I give you up for loſt. I 
ſhort, Chriſtians, if you are not afraid of being plett 
into your Saviour's ſervice; be preſent at his Paſſion 
next Friday: And give all your attention to his, 
ferings. But then be ſure you bring with yo! * 
diſpoſitions of piety neceſſary to render your = 
tion fruitful. For whoever, on that day, ſhall 1 
tend and not give themſelves up to Chriſt with 
tenderneſs, love, and conſtancy, they will erde! 
ſhew, that either, with exceſs of inßdelit), by 
diſbelieve the ſufferings of our Gop; or, WII 
ceſs of ingratitude, diſregard them. erRMO 1 
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St. MARK, Xvi. 6, 7. 

Be not diſmay'd: You ſeek Jxsus f Nazareth, 
who was crucified: He is riſen, be is nat bere. 
He goeth before you into Galilee ; there you 
ſhall ſee bim. 8 


12 ST Sunday, beloved Chriſtians, the Goſpel 
invited us to take part with Chriſt in a ſolemn 
ſeemingly chearful triumph which was big with 
nothing but the moſt terrifying apprehenſions of fu- 
neral grief. This day, to make us _ amends, 
it invites us to his ſepulchre with the Marys, that 
our funeral rites may be big with nothing but tri- 
umphal joy. Laſt Sunday, mindful of one part of 
his prediction to his beloved diſciples, The world 


all rejoice, but you ſball be made ſorrowful ; we 


condoled with our — amidſt the loudeſt accla- 
mations of public alacrity : To-day made witneſſes 
of the accompliſhment of that other part, Your ſor- 
row ſhall be converted into joy; we con late 
with Jeſus and raiſe our voices in chearful A/leluiabs 
amidſt the profeundeſt filence of death and fin, and 
Satan. Laſt Sunday, in a word, the melancholy 
proſpe& of future ſufferings and death, which thy 
Inconſtancy of the Jeu threaten'd Ixsus with, 
fil'd our ſouls with too many terrors not to dam 

all our pleaſures and make the matter of his triump 

the ſubject of our dejection. But ah ! The glori- 
ous fruits, which the conf} of Jesvus has, this 
day, drawn from thoſe ſufferings, and that death, 
both for himſelf and us, are too abounding not to 
diſſipate all our fears, all our doubts, all our griefs, 
and make us triumph over the ſepulchre. Away 
then, Chriſtians, let us haſte to his tomb, to- re- 
Joice over his lifeleſs body, we who were conſtrain'd 
to weep over it living! If we grieved to ſee him 
ſuffering on his croſs ; we will rejoice to ſee his pre- 
cious limbs, in the ſepulchre, no more ſenſible to 
ſufferings. If we wept to ſee his bleſſed frame pro- 
faned and disfigured with ſpittle, dirt and bruiſes ; 


let our conſolation be to anoint and embalm it in 


the monument. In a word, let us bury our hearts 

in one grave with Jxsus; and let our comfort be 

henceforth to hug the melancholy thought, that 'we 

are ſtill living to weep for J=svs, who having f 

fer .. all —_— could be ſuffer'd, is now deceaſed 
OL, 
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and capable no more of ſuffering. Come then, diſ- 
may | be thou our joy; and lead us forward to Ix- 
$US in his tomb. But ah, where is he! Where in- 
deed Chriſtians? If you ſeek JS us in his ſepul- 
chre; how ſhould you find him? Away then, away 
with all your griefs. This is a day which calls on 
you for all the joy your ſouls are able to exert. A- 
way from his tomb, I ſay: And be not diſmay'd. 
You ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth, who was crucified: 


He is riſen be is not bere. He goeth before you 
into Galilee ;, there you ſball ſee bim. O welcome 


news big with exſtatic gladneſs! O Heaven! Sup- 
ply me with more ſouls than one ! Or kindly dilate 
this one to a capacity of bearing ſuch exceſs of joy; 
ere it conſtrain my heart to burſt with the enjoy- 
ment of all which devotion has of moſt exquiſit de- 
light. O my dear auditors! How does the narrow- 
neſs of our ſpirits confine us from feeling all the 
joy we would! But ſince it is ſo: But ſince we 
cannot rejoice as we would ; let us rejoice all 
can. This ſacred myſtery of Chriſt's reſurrection 
is full of myſteries and all demand their ſeparate 
joy: All are joyful alike, but all are not equall 
fruitful to us in their joy. Let us then lay-out o 


| rar on thoſe refleQtions which are molt likely to 


fructify edification to us. And ſince our hearts are 


not capacious enough to rejoice ſufficiently with 


Jzsvs on his glorious reſurrection, let us employ 
all our joy in thanking his mercy, that we are riſen 
along with him. © Let every-one, ſays a venera- 
« ble father : Let every-one who rejoices in the 
* reſurreftion of Chriſt, rejoice chiefly that he 
« himſe!f is riſen in, and with Chriſt,” For my 
own part, Chriſtians, I am reſolved to draw all my 
preſent joy from the bleſſed ſource which the angel 
points- out to the three Marys. And tho? all my dif- 
may for the death of Jeſus is baniſh'd by the grateful 
news that He is riſen; yet the chief ſubject of my 
joy is to reflect that He is gone be fore us into Gali- 
lee, and that there we ball ſee bim. To make 

ou then ſharers in the motives of my preſent joy, 
| fhall now proceed to the pleaſing taſk of ſhewing 


you, | 


I. What exquiſit comfort the myſtery of our di- 
222 Lord's reſurrection is capable of —— 
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an excruciating agony? Let what will then be ſaid, 
TI camnot help thinking, with St. Peter Chryſologur, 
that death is a dreadful adverſary to confront; fc: 
the bare aſpeC of it is ſufficient to terrify and 


to ſuch Chriſtians as take care to imitate him 
© ij it by a perfect ſpiritual reſurrection. 
II. What this ſpiritual reſurrection muſt conſiſt 
in; and how it muſt be acquired and main- 
tain d. _ 


& O lovely Jz3vs ! O n more ſuffering but tri- 
“ umphing Jzsus ! O thou, who, this day, in an 
sample victory over death and fin, has't rais'd us 
4 to the liberty of grace and open'd to us a free 
% acceſs to eternal life! Vouchſafe to make us 
&* prateful to thee for this exceſs of bounty. And 
YP 1 — thy conſtancy in fuffering and dying for us 
* has putchaſed eppes of riſing with thee in 
the newneſs of our ſpirit ; O add the gift of per- 
e ſeyeratice to thy former mercies; that we may 
die no more but to the fleſh and ſin:“ 
I. OI What a conſolation would it not be to 
us, Chriſtians; and how tolerable would it not 
make the bitter pill of mortal life; could we but be 
poſſeſt of a preſervative againſt the terrors of 
eath? And what greater or more exquifite- com» 
fort could we wiſh to draw from the reſurrection of 
Irsus than to ſee death ſo depreſt by it, and his 
power fo abridged as that we might cheartully ſay, 
death has loft his ſting and exiſts only in his name. 
But whatever a Chryſoſtom might advance to ſtreng- 
then his uffertion, that, Chriſt by riſing from the 
dead, has deſtroy'd the very names of hell and 
% death: Whatever arguments I might add to 
perſuade you that the ſeparation of the ſoul from 
the body has now nothing terrible in it but what 
gur ill-gronnded fears create: You would, none of 
you be diſpoſed to believe me. Nor indeed (to act 
. , the ſincere part which becomes me) can I ſay, that 
T ſhould readily believe myſelf. What l ſurely the 


correſpondence between the ſpirit -and the fleſh' of 
man is not of ſo cold and indifferent a nature, that 
each can part from the other without either's feel- 


ing the reciprocal convulſions of anguiſh excited by 
Tympathetic diſtreſs It no way ſurpriſes us when 
we read the fad ſtory of the two Grecian ladies, who 


when Conflantinople was faccaged by the Turks, 


and it's inhabitants were carried-away into flavery, 


Fell into the hands of two different maſters. Theſe 


two fond fiſters, yet more ſtrongly allied by'friend- 
hip than by blood, ſeeing themſelves on the point 
of being ſeparated forever in this life, ran of one 
accord inte each- other 
deu; and thus eagerly clinging ſoul to ſoul, in the 
expretlion of their mutual regret to be ſever'd, they 


died together unable to ſuſtain: the cruel anguiſh-of 
fubſiſting apart. And what is the union of the fond- 


eſt neareſt relations to the intimacy of ſoul and bo- 


#45 ? What wonder then can it be that theſe ſhould 


* arms to take their laſt a- 


expired in the erubraces of infepatable love; and 


meu e ſeparate without feeling, the ſpaſm of 


% diſmay every human ſenſe and ſenſation.” 
Think me not therefore of ſo fantaſtic or 
abſtracted 'a genius, beloved Chriſtians ; as to 
think of denying you the little natural tribute of 
anguiſh, the little vents of repugnance which 
are indulged even to every trivial friendſhip, 
The joyful E that Jesus of Nazareth ub. 
was crucified is riſen, may tranquillize the tumul- 
— of nature; ſtifle ne it cannot. 
neither ſay then, nor mean to ſay, that death may 
not awaken in you any: horrors. But I do ſay, 2 
St. Paul ſaid before me: It is highly reaſonable, 
that, refteCting on the reſurrection of Jzsvs, you 
mould take courage, moderate your fears, and . 
be forrewful, as #lſo others who: have no hope: 
That the fears of Chriſtians, who. know. that Chrif 
is riſen from the dead to raiſe them to life With him, 
and who therefore hope to riſe with him, to riſe like 
him, glorious and immortal, ought to be more filial 
more modeſt, more moderate, leſs uncomfortable thas 
thoſe of unbelievers who are void of hope. Shal 
we ſee in the mirror of contemplation, thoſe divine 
members, which but three days ago with weeping 
eyes we bewaiPd eclipſed and. disfigured with blood 
and dirt and bruiſes; mall We, 1 ſay, perceive thoſe 
ſacred members ſhoot- forth from the ſepulchre, 
like a ne ſun from the Eaſt, all clad with refplen 


dent rays of light and glory ; and ſhall we not fe- 


main ſecure and comforted in our certain hopes 
built on his never-failing promiſe, that, riſing wit 
him, theſe members too of ours ſhall fare no worſe; 
though now ſo miſerable that we can ſcarce ſuppo!t 
them with any conlolation ?-O the ſweet reflection 
How ought not this enchanting thought to diſſpat 
the thickeſt clouds of melancholy which the appre- 
henſions of our diſſolution are capable of raiſing is 
us? Obſerve but the Sun, ſays St. Zeno: © Tht 
* Sun-has it's birth in the morning, and the eren. 
„ ing of the day which gave birth to it buries u 
it's lights: Still does it not heſitate to move ſot- 
© ward towards it's end, but ſteadily meets 

* night which is to ſerve for it's ſepulchre ; ſufe 
“having the tomb of it's fainting rays conv! 
“ into à cradle of the fulneſs of it's future ſplen 
6e dor.“ And why ſhould that luminous Phent 
(if I may be indulged the metaphor) heſitate 0 , 
dergo an eclipſe which ſhall renew it to 897 
Why chum a, tomb which ſhall reſtore it more bil 
liant? Why ſtart back from a cloud which ſhall fe, 
vive it to all it's native ſplendor? O Chriſta? 
What is the death of this fleſh but like the ccifte 
of the ſun? Would to Heaven I could ſay chat 
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our conſtaney, we reſemble that planet | But, alas, 
ſuch is our puſillanimous inconſtancy, that we An. 
not with any comfort reſolve to meet death, thay 
fagth aſſures, us, that we are par parting from ourſety 
to ſucceed ourſelves; that our ſepulchres tired 

ax keeping our ſtale putrefaQion) will reſtore us 
back to ourſelves; that, in a, werd, our fleſh; crum- 
bled into. duſt and aſhes, ſhall, out of thofe very 
aſhes riſe again to a new form and life: But O what 
a form ! how beauteous l how much mote noble 
how much more perfect how 9 mare excel- 
lent! 

lor that i image of death i in it's moſt terrifying 
diſguiſe, whe with « ſbell ſcraped 0 be cor rup- 
Hon, * from his body, was fitting on is dungbill, + 
enjoying (as it was) his 7 hugging his worms 
and delighting in the miſe ery Whic corroded him. 
But what | Jos fitting ? Is i fitting a poſture of 

es, if Te bene the ſacred e 

it is not only a poſture of content but of alacri 
Ah! What cauſe, of alacrity, what ſubj ject wy 10 
then could our ' miſerable Ot. rer Bid. to oo 
him? What, though, dau en, 8.5 aliment of 
a rotted mar ad; nothir 
ith but "the coarſeſt er he couly 


to feed him w 


bear, with. a ſteadineſs more than, heroic, the bes 


ven- bred fire which conſumed hig rich flocks a 

— * ny whirlwind. which robb'd him of 
uſes and hopes, and the deſtruction which ſwe 

away his riches and 22 ? Could he have ine 


| els of tenderne(s and not diſſolve them: throug h bh 


. in tears of compaſſion or the tragi eee 
ten, children taken-off 4. a firgke ? 222 
have any, ſpirits left and not reſent the 7 1 
ſolent aggtavations of his taunting friends ? Cn 
he have a ſoul and not be fr i 
the bitter deteſted counſels-a 
adviſed conſart ? What det. 4 here- Pee 
. afford him Hees * Aan WW 
f res,. 1 i ry WY de oY "rock 
| Made; 0 7255 at 0950 and enjoy 
elf o on ha bans! "As Ort; - 
nes, juſtly * a paſſa $45 W ate not 
9258 2 of the myſterious comforts of 
grou ho B pr x 
| ates his 1 {5 and 19 i e Y 
that cruci ified N 9 21s to heal th . 


thoſe ſores 
ee "Its pt bono jt 
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9 is to be; 
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ot hy bf evi, a 


„Worms; becauſe confident, that, after this cor- 
* ruption, his fleſh ſhould riſe, to n job ption.” 
AY Methinks 1 fee this, holy 

ting triumphant over . 55 ies . wth alt Fat fo ſe- 
renity which 105 Holy Gholt 1 1 reed of him, 

and which nothing could give him but the, bleſs 

foreſight of 5 cred myſtery which this day ex- 
cites all our tranſports of joy. * (me- 
* * thinks he cries, courage, my foul) Naked” cam? 1 

out of my mother's womb, and nale "ſhall Fre- 
turn. The Lord gave and the Lord bath taken a- 
* way: Let the name of the Lard by bleed for 
% beth, * Welcome loſſes ! welcome pains | ! which 
* ſhall be recover'd with fo much\fucre” and de 
* light: Come then, corruption, feed on A 
60 ſores ; ſttip theſe members naked of fletd ; lay- 

oben ta view theſe bones, and'nerves and fine ws. 


„ Ahl There will come; Jes, Hoe will come > 


% day, when a better portion ſhall fall to us, be- 
% come children of a, fairer inhefitance.' Already, - 
* already do theſe eyes, triumphant over time and 
«diſtance, behold gloriouſly riſing from his fe 
« chre my dear rede my 8 reſtores, 
Dy Ws gent only good. Nep. s my foul N 
up with ſuch a 5 7 mer the mat- 
ter of my pains 19205 joy. WF 
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you and I to thiow-off all our "EP of death. now 
„ now dethroned. of greater cau 
have we with joy to 57 our ſepulchre in that of 
Ixsvs, and, lodged. with our affections in it, t 
truſt that we ſhall riſe with him. Ah! Let then 
theſe bodies of clay, diſſolve When Gop ſhall 
pleaſe; if they are to be new form'd again, never 
more to be diſſolved. Let the corruption of this 
feſh be buried 1 in the earth, ſince it ſhall thence 
riſe forth to incorruption. Come, Death, and ſtrip 
us; the ſooner the better; ſtrip us of theſe rags of 
mortality, that they may be refitted into robes of 
immortal glory. What is it to us, whether ſooner 
or later we deſcend to rot a while in the grave; 
when ſure, that our Redeemer liveth and that we 
ſhall riſe out of the earth and ſball be encom 75 
ain with our ſtin, and in our fleſh ſhall ſee ( 
5 5 we Parks ee ourſelves; and our eyes ſhal 2 
bold? * 1 With what —_ Can d:ath 'or the 
ve affect us, While this lee is laid »þ. in our 
boſom? 


O how, penurious recs would not the 


ſource of Joy be, which we draw, this day, from 
the reſurrection of Jss8vs ; if, after being ti us glo- 
riouſly reſtored to  ourſelyes and. to ſuch 9 8 
ble adyant we were again t to endure the agony 
of another illolution! but ah my glorified love. 
This, this is the comfort tranſcending all other 
comforts, that thy glorious reſurrection ſecures us 
from a ſecond ſeparation, What more joyous ſight 
. *can we with for than, to ſee our, Touts become once 

more inhabitants, but 1 mote happy inhabitants for 

eternity, of thoſe bodies no . frail, no longer 

wretched, no longer periſhable; but "firm, happy, 
and unalterable O bleſſed conſole tion, the ſweet- 
eſt which could ſhoot-forth, to us from the ſepulchre 


of Jrsus l Reaſon had the ingenio 125 St. Peter 73 
Jolagus to call the ſe ulchre a fc ind of Wo m! 
or Chriſt thence taking his han, fleſh again was 


. to 2 with a newneſs of life go ſhore ſub 


je& to. diſlolution: And we, m bajes to his 
leſſed prerogatives, once we have bad theſe 9992 
4% re-model'd in the ſecond h mY the fra 
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er to throw off the. miſerable condition of a body 


With what regret do 1 drop here the matter of our 

eateſt conſolation, becauſe too abounding with 
4 elight is the argument to dwell on it, without weak. 
ening our ſenſes ! O could I alſo but drop with the 
matter of my joy, the body of this death which ſo 
depreſſes the yivacity of my hopes! O lovely ſtars, 
which, ſhining ſo gay 12 night, are eclipſed ere 
the dawn! O babe Aal. which 8 ly. bloom- 
ing in the morning, languiſh with th ting ſun! 
How * I envy the ſhortneſs of your — on the 
earth? How do my/yearning vitals, with anxious 
reſtleſſneſs, ſend forth their eagereſt ſighs after the 
life and author of all life and exiſtence : O my Re- 
deemer | What with-holds me from taking refuge 
in that ſepulchre, in that grave, which thou hast 
paſt, through to enrich Chriſtianiſm with the noblef 
pretenſions ? What ſhall T ſay but, with St. Paul, * 
that, I am flraiten d. iy 2 defirs to be 40 
ſolved and be with Chrift. Ah! we are ſtraiten'd; 
yes: And therefore unable to ſay more, let me ſhut 
me up within me. O my, foul? I aſk thee no quel- 
tions, why thou delayeſt thius & to quit this priſon of 
mortality. It is fit the will of Heaven ho uld be 
thine.” But O my heart” O my fen! O my ſen- 
ſes! With you. 17 me reaſon. Why this ſtrange 
repugnante, to death and the grave? "The point i, 


ms of reg oa 


full of, ains, full of achs, full of wants, full of 
wretche nels, mortal, ptone'to ſin, prone to folly, 
prone. to deſkruction; and that in order to put- on 
again this ſame body in a perfect ſtate, a ſtate of 
eye, a ſtate of 7 a ſtate of delight, ſecured 
om every want, every danger, every evil: And yet 
fon you. art-back at the thought of death, with 3 
Korror and diſmay, Ii te others who have not bope ? 
Away, away- wit | theſe idle terrors; Remember 
that, fleſh. and blood in it's preſent. miſerable condi- 
tion, cannot poſſe]; ſr tbe 1 of Gop : Neither 
ſhell corruption þ 4 s incorruption. + No: To 
live eternally with briſt you muſt die with Chriſt 
or this corruptible 7 SAN incorruption; ; 
this WY Þut-on 4 mortality. And. when this 
mertal bath puter i mortality : then indeed 
Death ve 2 ws 3 81 in vitfory, 7. the viddot 
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all alſo live with bim. If we ſuſtain; we 
220% — with bim. Such, beloved auditors, 
ſuch is the exquiſit comfort which our divine 
Lord's reſurreQion is big with to every Chriſtian, 


him in ſpirit. 


II. If you have accompanied your Saviour in his 
death, beloved Chriſtians, by becoming dead to fin 
and ſinful inclinations ; you are now, I hope, rifen, 
with him to a life of grace. Your reſurre&iop 
then, to be like his, muſt conſiſt in a ſteady perſe- 
verance in grace. Chriſt is riſen for his own ſake : 
Chriſt is 11 for yours. He is riſen for his own 
ſake, to conquer death: And therefore now he 
flands ; be dies no more; death ſhall have no more 
dominion over him. He is riſen for your ſakes, to 
triumph over ſin and take from you that only ſting 
of death: Therefore are you in imitation of him 
henceforth to //and unſhaken in his love, 0 die #9 
more to grace, death muſt have no' more dominion 
over you, by 1 future relapſe into ſin, into ſinful 
occaſions, or affe ctions. In ſhort, the ſtandard of 
your reſurrection muſt be the perfect new neſs of 
your deſires. Wherefore, ſays St. Paul, If you be 
riſen with Chrift ſeek the things which are above, 
where . is — at the right-hand of Gov. 
Mind the things which are above; not the' things 
which are on earth. * For if you really are riſen 
with Chrift ; Tou are dead to the world: And your 
life is hidden with Chrift in Gop. F And the 
A _— this 9 reſurrection will be, 
that, when Cbriſt, your life, ſball appear; then you 
'#Ifo ſhall Feet with bim n TE ” 
Io take then a perfect plan of our ſpiritual reſur- 
rection from that of our divine Lord, let me once 
more, Chriſtians, invite you to accompany me, 
with the ſpices of a ef zeal and humility, to 
the monument of ere Here let us contem- 
plate our glorious , triumphant over his tomb 
9 vn learn to triumph with him. But here, did J 
Jay? No: I forgot JIxsss, who was crucified,is 
riſen. His vacant monument ſoreſtalls the angel's 
teſtimony, that be is riſen: Tis vain then to ſeek 
| him, at his tomb, now 2 f riſen: Nen yes "i 
1s quite in vain. He ir not bere, the heavenly meſ- 
ſenger declares.” Ah]! Where then, celeſtial ſpirit 
here ſhall we ſeek hint? 4 "Where?" Nor in his 
. tomb, "replies the angel Jravs hen erueiſied, 
was laid in this ſepulchre. But now be ir rien; 
© be i not bereit Bebold the Place where they . 
bim, and be convinced, that he has now forſaken 
it; that he has turn' d his back on it, never 10 
„ return to it again. Now be fande: be dies 
* nore; death ball Dave no 2 dominion hos 
» vim. Go then; and if you died to fin as he died 
Celfuns iti,” f B 1 Big, 0-4 
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who takes care to imitate him in it by riſing with 


Satan to the liberty where with 


2 good conſcience ; and fronr the  ignominy of 
ſcandalous conduct to the giving 
an edifying deportment. 


193 
* for it:—Go then, and if you are riſen to grace” 
* as he to glory; copy after him: Forſake the ſe- 
© pulchre of your former corruptions, never more 
** to revert to it. Stand firm in your good pur- 
**. poſes, die no more to his grace, by relapſes. Let 
the death of ſin and ſinful affections have no more 
* dominion over you. You ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth 
* who was crucified # He is riſen: He is not bere. 
Go then once more; and if you ſeek him in good 
«* earneſt with the deſire of finding him, ſeek him 
** where he is, not where he is not. Behold (con- 
** cludes the angel not without myſtery) He goes 
* before you into Galilee : There you ſhall fee bim.“ 
To Galilee then, Beloved Chriſtians | to Galilee. 
However heedleſsly you may have over-lookt 
this paſſage in our Goſpel: Believe me, it has it's 
myſtery ; and carries with it an important leſſon 
worthy of your attention. Galilee in Hebrew means 
nothing leſs than revolution. Jz$vs then after his. 
reſurrection went into revolution; paſs'd into a to- 
tal change, a perfect newneſs, ſtill perfectly the 
ſame, yet, perfectly another: The ſame in his. 
fleſh but not in the qualities of it. O glorious re- 
volution of Chriſt's ſacred body in his bleſſed reſur- 
rection, from the ſepulchre to Galilee, from inani- 
macy to agility, from pain to impaſſibility, from 
neceſſary extention to penetrability, from death to 
immortality, from confinement to liberty, from 
preſſion to triumph, from tranſitory ſhame to 
endleſs glory ! O deareſt Chriſtians ot mine! Such 
was the revolution your crucified Redeemer paſs'd 
over to, in his glorious reſurrection, which makes, 
this day, the ſubje& of our joy, the matter of our 
cateſt conſolation, the object of our Chriſtian 
"Hah And, O my triumphant love] O my re- 
ſplendent Jes vs ! grant this our hope may be well. 
grounded! It wilt be ſo, beloved ; if you take care 
to copy after him in your ſpiritual} reſurrection, by 
paſſing forthwith into a ſerious revolution of your- 
felves, a total-change of your manners, à perfect 
newneſs of your lives. O the glorious ſhare you 
will have in the bleſſed fruits of your Jeſuss reſur- 
rection; if, riſing ſpiritually with him, you paſs. 
after him from the ſepulchre of your former vices. . 
to the Galilee of a perfect converſion; from indo- 
lence and ſpiritual floth to earneſtneſs and fervor in 
good; from ſuffering unfruitfolly in the cauſe of 
vice to ſuffering with advantage for the cauſe of · vir 
tue; from obdtracy of heart to the yielding 
ſenſibility of mercy and charity; from the death of. 
ſin to a life of righteduſneſs; fromthe fla very of 
Chriſt has made us 
free; from the weight of guilt to the lghtneſe of 
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asus. If you ſeek him there; you ſhall ſurely find 
him. In this revolution, in this perfect change of 
vyourſelves, in this Galilee muſt your ſpiritual reſur- 
rection conſiſt: In this muſt it be made manifeſt. 


to you: 


.ovarice which is t 


If in this you are ſeen to Ixsus; Jeſus will be ſeen 
But not otherwiſe: _ hs ar, 
To riſe then, to rejoice, to be glorified with* 


- Chriſt, riſe with him, be perfectly changed with 


him; be new with him in ſpirit, though the fame 
in perſon. - In ſhort, as St. Paul. ſays, Mortify 


e ng your members which are upon earth, for- 


nication, r luſt, evil-concudiſcence and 
e ſervice of idols. Lay you 25 
away anger, indignation, malice, blaſpbemy, filt 
talk out 4 your mouth. Lye not one to another. * 
#be 


It is for theſe things the wrath of Gop cometh upon 
the children of incredulity. In which alſo you 


wall'd ſametime, when yau lived in them. + But 
now, I hope, you are dead to theſe, and your life 
is bidden with Chriſt in Gop.. It is now time then 


- fax you to live henceforth a quite oppoſit life, and to 
Put-on, as the eleft of Gop bol and beloved,'the bow- 
els of mercy, benignity, bumility, modeſiy, patience, 
_ ſupporting one-another, and pardoning one-anotber, if 


any bave a quarrel againſi any man: As alſo our Lord 


bead pardon d ut ; fo alſe you. H In ſhort, dear fellow- 
Atrpgglere, if you have hitherto been 1 of un- 


cleanneſ⸗ 3 your lives muſt henceforth be all purity 
THE n have deſpiſed the love of 
Go 


D to ſerve. the idols of your avarice ; you muſt 
away with thoſe ftrange gods from before him, and 


_ give yourlehyes up to him for the future in the el. 
day 


love of .juftice, purſuit of mercy,, and humble 
his holy fea i ſlaves t 


car: If you have been to 
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time forward. .throw-off.:thoſe laviſh ' bands and 


1 B practice meekneſs with freedom, mercy with ſumpli- | 


<ity, and forgiveneſe with cordiality: And if you 


| have hitherto been---(what ſhall I ay ?)---any-thing 
which you ſhould not have been ;. throw - off that 


M-thing, Whatever it be. And fHripping your- 
dre of te oldeman with bis adi, put-on the new, 
Bien wl ire nend unt knowledge, F by the grace 


©: 8 | alot tim, p : tefurreQtion: Net! 11171 80 
=. e Tb us! Riſen from the ſe- 
* pulebre, the Joathlome. fepulchre of your unclean- 
dez, zou mult return. no more thither; you mult 
der approach near. it more. You. mall- e fe 
dai from, that private anda licentious com- 


flee. for 


the. eninaring con n gf that woman; 


pay, in | nat woman: 
- on Sngnio, chat coffec-houſe, that taxern; 


from that aflembly, that occaſion, that other ſturm- 
'bling-block. '"Hitherto you, have dwelt in the ſiye 
of fine; bat ſaid I, You have been buried in 


- a /ſeputcbre of filth, of corruption, of. hotror; the 
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- hitherto revengeful | You once paſs 


. chearfulneſs ; . every cloud: of dig 
: | wn yarns to heal up every ſore. 
er 


are paſs'd to the Galilee of à perfect purity. Now 
muſt be all continency, 15 charity, all purity, 
And your habitation muſt. be ſo clean, ſo chaſte, b 
ſpotleſs, that angels delight to accompany you, 
and IJxsus may delight in converſing with you. 0 
d, with ſhame. 

ful revolution from fraternal charity to fraternal ha- 
tred; from the liſe of grace, to the ſepulchre of re- 
venge: But now you muſt paſs from the ſepulchre to 
Galilee : Now to enjoy the benefit of your Saviour 
reſurrection, your ſpiritual revolution muſt be from 
-reſentment to patience, from paſſion to'meekneſ;, 
from revenge to forgiveneſs. That JzsUs CRI, 


whom you, this day, adore and joy in the reſurrec- 


tion of, had much more bitter enemies than your 
are, endured much more cruel injuries than you 
ever did, and ſubmitted to much more crying ii 


juſtices than &'er were done to you, Vet did be 


not only forbear to wreak v on his ere- 
mies; not only did he forget the outrages done him; 
not only pardon them; but in the midſt of his wor 
treatment pray'd for thoſe who treated him thu 


- 'barbarouſly: Nay more: Hear, O reſentful Chri- 
tian, and take example: He even died for them » 


well as for you; riſe again for them as well as {or 
you; and went before into Galilee to be ſeen by, 


and reconciled with them as well as you. In van 
then dg you. believe in his death, in vain do jour 


Joice in his reſurrection, if you eopy not his exam. 


ple. If you forgive not with him and like him; f 


you part not with every grudge, every rancou!; 
you prefer the fepiilchre of your former enmity 0 
the bleſſed Gali lee of charity, and therefore vill ne- 
ver be intitled to ſee the face of your Lord who" 
10 before you into Galilee, where alot 
can ſee him. Ah ! Chriſtians be reſolute the: 


Quit the hateful ſepulchre of former enmities, ves. 


geance and rancour; full of nothing but anxi), 
reſtleſſneſs, fury, diſorders and inceſſant hor: 


 And.go forwards to the bleſſed Cali lee, the ba 
\ Gate of charity and reconciliatibh. In that it 5 
muſt ſeek, and in that alone you will fee your f. 
80, who avas,.crvcified. for charity. There 1" 
calm, all is in peace: Where charity reigns, a0 


contents can enter to oppreſs the heart; no ng” 
to moleſt the mind; ao jealouſies can break pc 
no injuries can move-indignation ; no brojls ca 


poſe: For enen ſoftens and) ſwett®® 


every. incident ; fills the ſoul with ynch 


dens light of 3 5 


O epvetous | O worldlings You, too. 


. paſs'd from che life of obedience. ta Gop's le 
- the ſepulchre af ſordid Jucre. Hitherto ma) | 
vou have made no ſcruple of devouring the 
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away with your uſury and oppreſſions, no ſeruple of cified, 7s _= He whom yowſeek is no more in his 
conſuming, or at leaſt diminiſhing it with pu ſepulchre : He can no more put-up with the ſociety 
frauds and infidelities: And moſt of you have at leaſt of the dead. That he died, it was for once and no 
thought of nothing ſo much as o becoming rich. more: That be livetb, be livetb to Gop ; and that 
You have now then another quite oppoſit revolu- forever. For you then to live with him, you muſt 
tion to make: From the ſepulchre to Galilee, If henceforth live, like him, æ liſe of newneſs ; a life 
u are deſirous of riſing. fruitfully with Chriſt; of ſanity z a life all heavenly, all given to Gop. 
you muſt follow Chriſt. Behold he goes before you This is the only means to drown the terrors of 
into Galilee : There you ſball fee bim. He is-riſen death, the greateſt of our miſeries upon earth, in 
to a perfect change of ſtate, a | quomng newneſs: Bo that great of conſolations which the ſacred myſte- 
muſt you. Your change muſt now be from your m_ our divine Lord's reſurrection is big with; 
frandulent traffick to lawful commerce. You muſt the reaſonable hope of ſharing. in his immertality : 
paſs from injuring your brethren to righting them, bis is the ſure means of giving, an this day which * 
from oppreſſing them to ſuccouring them: You #he Lord bas made, honour to Chriſt, pleaſure to 
muſt paſs yet farther from wronging them to mak- the angels, glory to Gop, and joy to his Church: 
ing reſtitution where it is due, ether of ſubſtance And by this means you will reap to yourſelves an 
or of fame: And you who have not wherewith to re- eternity of joy; and ! ſuch a joy, ſays the Lord, 
ſtore what you ought, muſt wiſh to do it, long to do as no-one fball take from you. by; 
it, reſolve to do it when able, and redouble your in- O children' of men then; let me ſay with the 
duſtty to become able. Even you who have happily no Pfalmiſt ! How long will you remain thus beavy of N 
reſtitution to make, have at leaſt. your change alſo brart ? Why do you. delight in vanity and ſeek a 
to labour at, a change from the inordinate Jove of he + You want to be Dappy ? And can you then 
temporal riches to a fervent defire of eternal trea- expe to find that happineſs in emptineſs and fic- 
ſures, In ſhort, If you are riſen with Chrift ſeek tion? Know, once for good, that” the Lord hath © 
the things which are above, where Feſus of Naza- render'd bis boly-one wonderful, 1 on purpoſe, that, 
reth, who was crucified and now i, riſen, ſit at fixing your admiratian on him, be might ſettle eur 
the right hand of Gov. Mind the things which hope fingularly.y4 on him. Does not your Saviour 
are above and not the things which are on earth. ſhew, in his bleſſed reſurrection, where you ought © 
You ſee, Chriſtians, in what your ſpiritual re- to ſeek your ſovereign only beatitude ? Ah! ſeek it *\f 
ſurrection muſt conſiſt; you ſee by what means, then above, where he is, and where along that is: 
you are to imitate your divine Lord in his glorious Not upon earth, where he is not, nor conſequently 
reſurrection. Remember that this day we celebrate that can be. The happineſs you are for ever in 
| the new paſchal ſolemnity of the Lord. And this, ſearch of is a real ſubſtantial good. But ah! It is 
ſays the ſacred Code, is the Phaſe, that is the 2 not to be found on earth. Yow ſeek Jeſus of Naza- 
ſage of the Lord. And truly is it the paſſage off e reth, who was crucified? He is riſen: He in n 
Lord, if we make it along with him: 'In-as-much - bere. He goes before you to Galilee : He is gone 
as it is his grace which enables us ſo to do. Im- before you to Heaven. Theie you ſhall ſee him: 
plore of him then this grace of a total paſſage, this There you ſhall find him, and in 1 hap- 
grace of a happy revolution; this grace of a perfect pineſs. To Heaven then, my brethren, to Heaven, 
change: Implore it with fervor, humility and per- let us aſpire... There it-is we ſhall find, there it is 
ſeverance, and he will certainly grant it. ve ſhall love, there it is we ſhall enjoy, a bliſsful-* 
To conchude, .. reverting ſinners: be night- is good; the fight of which will never tire ue the 
new paſt, the day is come, the ow day of the tri- love of which will never be extinguiſh'd, the en- 
umphant reſurrection of Ixsus CHRIST. Paſs then joyment of which will never cloy us, the glory of 
with him from the ſepulchre to Galilee, from the which will never end. O may our ſouls henceforth, .. _ 
darkneſs of fin, to-the light of grace. You have: deſpiſing all beſides, with all their power and af- - 
Fen one-while darkneſs : But now, 1 hope, you feQtions cling to this! I beſeech 800 : In ib 
are /ight in our Lord, * by the grace of your hf. name, &c. ; 
ts Pe aan Feſus of Nazareth, who. var cru pPfani. f Ii. t Ih. 
: mail... : a , ; F N N 
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| St. JOHN, xx. 19. 
Ixsus came and ſtood in the midſt of bis diſciples, 
234d ſayth to them: Peace be to you. 


O HOW ſtrangely deluding is the world! O 
how unaccountably deluded are the followers 
of the world! Horrid fraud of that! -Horrid infatu- 
ation of this | Who would believe it, Chriſtians ? 
The world has found the means to render virtue 
odious : And Gop, with all his adorable attributes, 
is not yh become amiable in the fight of world- 
lings! "The world, with it's native perfidy has tak- 
en care to delineate virtue in the lying colours of a 
poor, oppreſſive, beggarly, auſtere and criel miſ- 
_ treſs, which, rich only in ſpleen, has nothing to 
reward it's. adherents with but miſery and want. 
And O what a horrid jumble of forbidden features 
do not worldlings give to their ideas ot the Gop of 
Hoſts! They * him to their imagination as 
a being extremely ſevere, unrelenting, furious, who 
is ever levelling-with ſword in hand at the deſtruc- 
tion of his ſervants; who is always ſeeking his di- 
verſion in their miſeries and ſporting in their diſ- 
trees: aud whoſe rigour is ſuch as makes it but 


one and the ſame thing to give themſelves up to 


Gop, and to give-up forever the enjoyment of eve- 
ry pleaſure! In ſhort, there is no one terror in holy 
writ which they do not make uſe of to make the ve- 
ry name of the Almighty terrifying. But let us diſ- 
card this phantom idea of our Gop, this lying pic- 
- ture of him, form'd out of all which our fears and 
ignorance, or Satan's malice could miſrepreſent 
him with, and form'd out of nothing of all which 
is really like him. What! Is there any thing af- 
ter allf of ſo horrible in Gop, as is believed by 
fome ? No, no: Gop has not any cauſe of horrors 
in him. He the enemy of our eaſe and comfort ? 


He envious of e ee and joy? Ah! Ibis baſe, 
1 


ungrateful and perfidious blaſphemy. It is a grie- 
vous outrage done to our good and gracious Gop, 
barely to ſuſpect him of being thus cruel or ſevere. 
But how does not even he-himſelf effectually con- 


' __ Fince us of the contrary? Hear you not the en- 


. . Chanting accents with which he labours to diſpel all 
tte ſullen clouds of our ill-grounded diffidences, 


when, offending in the midſt of his diſciples, he 
ſaith: Peace be with you? See you not the ſacred 
wounds with which he purchaſed for you the peace 
he proffers you? That peace is yours then for ac 
cepting. It is not therefore, like the fallaciou 
peace of worldlings, ever in reverſion never in pok 
ſeſſton. No, beloved; on the reverſe. The peace 
which Gop and Jxs us have to give is certain and 
immediate. Whenever we find Gop we hav 
found and gotten poſſeſſion of true peace. O Chri- 


tians! How long will you remain undetermin'd u 


this truth! How long will you be froward and be- 
ſitate to ſeek this peace which Ixsus offers, this on- 


ly peace worth having? O that I might be ſo hap- 


y as to become this day a ſucceſsful interpreter 
* words here cited to you! And why ſhall! 
not at leaſt endeavour at it? Attend then, belovel 
Chriſtians, and be convinced of two maxims as true 
as they are little underſtood. Whatever may be 
ſaid, it is very certain: 


I. That life is not worth poſſeſſing without 

| ce: And, | 

II. That, they ſeek peace in vain who feck ! 
out of Gop. : g 


„O Gor, thou Author of all Darf 
© ſacred center of all peace which can worth 
“enjoying! O give thy; ſervants that blel, 
* that folid quiet which the world has 2 
4 give, and which is no where to be fol 
« but in thyſelf. O finiſh to convince us that thi 
* rude, reſtleſs earth is not the place where tus 
&* tranquillity reſides ; that, our hearts no long 
* fixt on vain purſuits, may 33 riſe abo 


© the Joys of this fallacious life, to ſeek their 9 


true repoſe in loving and exulting with Thee. 


I. It is not without reaſon that the angel: who 
at the birth of Chriſt, were ſent to denounce my 
rival on earth, to the ſhepherds, _ That 
to them under the name of peace. No, no! 7 
divine Lord from all eternity was the great P 0 
tor and lover of out peace: Nay, as the ge 
tle of the Gentils tiles him, He is our pcde- 1 


* 
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who bath made both one; that be may create the 
two in bimſelf into one new man, making peace. * 
The chief end of his coming into this world, was 
to reſtore-us to the true and ſolid peace, which we 
had loſt by purſuing the peace of ſinners. There- 
fore did he ſet-out with making a perfect reconci- 
liation between God and man, by uniting both na- 
tures in one hypoſtatic union under his own ſacred 
perſonality. Therefore did he make peace the 
chief object of his preachings and practice. There- 
fore did he recommend it frequently in his ſermons 
to his apoftles. - Therefore did he enjoin them to 
inculcate the ſame'to their diſciples. Therefore did 
he bequeath it to them as his laſt legacy. And 
therefore does he now, after his reſurrection, offer 
to put them in poſſeſſion of it; if they will but 
apply to him for it. And no wonder is it, that Jz- 
zus, who came on earth purpoſely that we may bave 
life and bave it more abundantly, + ſhould be thus 


ſollicitous of our peace, the only property which 


can render life a real bleſſing. For as he himſelf 
bears witneſs, the pacific only are the true children 
of God, and conſequently the only perſons who 
can be deem'd effeQually bleſſed : Since the Al- 
mighty's chief deſign in fixing us a while in this life 
is, that, proving ourſelves true and worthy children 
of Gop while on earth, by our truly chriſtian pur- 
fit of peace amidſt the many ſtruggles of our pre- 
ſent warfare, we may be lifted to the eternal inhe- 
ritance of heirs to Gop and coheirs with Chriſt in 
that immortal future ſtate of bliſsful triumph which 
he originally created us for. That peace then, 
which may enable us to attain to this, is the only 
bleſſing worth our living for. Nay, I ſay more; 
Life, without this peace, cannot be — poſſeſ- 
ſing. For after all, to what a miſerable purpoſe 
ſhall we have lived, -(if we may call it /iving) if, 
for want of neceſſary peace in this life, we ſhould 
be doom'd never to know a minute's peace in the 
next. If, I ſay, it may be call'd living. For, with 
me, it is a doubt as yet unſolved, whether exiſting 
iu a ſtate of conſtant diſquiet, be not rather better 
call'd a low-conſuming death, a gradual diſſolution 
than a ſtate of liſe. | | 
Peace in it's ſelf contains a kind of cloſe analogy 
with providence, à kind of rovidential dignity. 
The world itſelf could not ſubſiſt without it. It is 
the mutual harmony reigning between the elements, 
which preſerves it in it's actual exiſtence.” Let but 
the mutual concord between air and fire, and 
earth and water be diſſolved; and ſtrait the world 
ſhall be reſolved into it's mother Chaos. 80 let 
theſe principles but war againſt one-another in the 
human frame, and natural life grows ſick; the 
body waſtes and (if there be not peace reſtored 
among the clemental qualities of which his body is 
3 3 ii. ＋ St. John . 
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compoſed) the man muſt die: How is not eve 
private family and every common-weal diſturb'd 
and hurried into diſſolution; if peace preſide not in 
the midſt of it, to exert a providential care of it's 
exiſtence ? Wherefore, ſays Chriſt : Every kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall be made' defolate + and 
every city or bouſe divided againſt itſelf ſhall not 
fand.“ Thus too is it impoſſible for human life to 
be enjoy'd in w rational conſideration, where in- 
ward peace reſides not in the heart to make life 
worth poſſeſſing ? | 
This 1s a truth ſo obvious to every eye, that all 
mankind appear convinced of it. And therefore 
all cry-out for peace; all yearn after it, ſigh after 
it, run after it. And ll the ſubje& of the univer- 
ſal toils, and ſweats, and wars, and conteſts, and 
purſuits, which occupy the thoughts and wiſhes, 
time and talents of mankind, what is it, but to 
ſp one minute's true enjoyment of tranquillity, 
that only bleſſing worth their living for. Why 
does the miſer carefully hoard-up his uſeleſs wealth; 
ſtill toil for more; and, with an abſtemiouſneſs 
which hermits would find difficulty to & eed, de- 
ny himſelf evew a ſcanty taſte of all the fruits of a 
laborious induſtry ? Why cark and care, and work 


and gain, and have, and ſtarve in the very midſt of 
plenty, but that he hopes in time to#accumulate” 


ſuch plenty as may reward his yet inſatiable cupidi- 
ty with final peace? But does he ever reach to the 
poſſeſſion of the darling object? Ah no! His ava- 
rice increaſing with his wealth, his wants out- 
growing his enormous acquiſitions, his cares re- 
doubled with his heaps, keep him for ever on the 
rack of ſullen doubt; torture him perpetually with 


dreads of loſing what he has and eagerneſs of d- 3 


ing to his fruitleſs ſtores; and, wringing his wretch- 
ed heart with gloomy jealouſies of every-one he 
knows, or ſervant or relation, or enemy or friend, 
fill his imagination with ten thouſand terrors which 
rob him of his peace by day and even of his reſt 
byni ght. Every word afford him ſubjeft of ſu- 
ſpicion : Every look is matter for anxiety: Every 
ſadden ro ſe ſhall make him ſtart: Every interval of 
ſilence throws him into panics. The day, he thinks, 
may treacherouſly betray his hoards; and duſk, he 


apprehends, may favour treachery and theft- In 


ſhort, abroad, at home, in c 
or ſlumbering, his mind and häurt ate ever in a 
flutter; and, ever on the wing in the fatiguing 
y moves wider from it 
than before: And why ? Ah the reaſon is too evi- 
dent. He ſeeks for peace where it is not. He ſeeks 
it in abundance of wealth: He ſeeks it in ſinful at- 
tachments. In a word, he ſe 
Whereas + there is nd peace e the wickedy ſays 
the Lord, 15 1; Wit & 78 114 : "%*. 1 
St. Marth} xl. f eb xlvii. &3wh . 

D d N What, 


any, alone, awake 


Lien wickedneſs: 


— 
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What, think you, beloved, are the wanton and 
luxurious in ſearch of; but peace? Why ſpend 
their patrimony, waſte the bloom of lite, deſtroy 
their health, expoſe their fortune, reputation, and 
liberty, and life, and fouls in riotous diverſions, 
toilſome amuſements, and the moſt fatiguing diſſi- 
pations; but that they hope to find, one day, a laft- 
ing endleſs peace in the poſſeſſion of the __— falſe 
and flattering pleaſures they purſue ? And do they 
find it ever? Alas the contrary is evident in the di- 
ſeaſes, loſſes of limbs, of ſubſtance, reputation, eaſe 
and quiet, which in general attend inordinate enjoy- 
ment. What hazards, labours, anxieties; and cares 
and toils, and rude fatigues, with diſappointments, 
perplexities, vexations and miſhaps, attend the bare 
purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures of every fort | And when 
tain'd, (if that be ever) what ſpeedy loathings fol- 
ow How ſoon does ſpleen, fatigue, and gloomy 
diſappointment and remorſe ſucceed! Not to men- 
tion the ſhame, diſgrace, reſentment, penury, diſ- 
quiet, ſickneſs and innumerable cataſtrophes, which 
oftentimes enſue. And whence comes it that peace 
forever flees. the embtaces of. theſe. induſtrious 
ſearchers but that their induſtry is miſapphed ? But 
ah 1 Where is the wonder, that their purfuits of 
peace ſhould lead them wide of it; when they are 
ſeeking it in every path but where it may be over- 
taken? They feck their peace in — 
They ſeek it in profane attachments: Lo ſpeak 
more plainly, they ſeek it in the paths of wicked 
neſs; and therefore never find it. For, There 1s. 
no peace to tbe wicked ſays the Lord. 
Tell me, ambitious mortals; have you ever yet 


been able to procure one diſtant fight of peace with 


all your labours and ſollicitudes? And yet what 
diligence, What ſtudy, what toils or what atten- 
dance have you ſpared, to gain this poſt, to graſp 
that power, to obtain this other title, dignity or 
pre- eminence? And have all theſe t r ever 
help'd you to one minute's quiet? Not in the pur- 
ſuit, at leaſt. Fer, O what a deal of thinking, 
working, walking, waiting, talking, cringing, has 
it not coſt you to ſollicit your promotion among 
the great eee have you applied and been 
repulſed! How often applied again and been diſ- 
miſſed with empty- handed hopes; but not without 
a heart brimful of doubt, diſguſt and rage of diſup-. 
pointment | W hateuiſthts, in a word, what ea 
cheries hat ſeruile, painful and undue ſubmiſſions, 
on your. fide: What grievances, affronts and inſo- 
lences, on the part of thoſe whoſe intereſt you fol-- 


licited, have you been forced to wipe-off your 


ſweating redde nin · brow, for: fear of di | 
this man in power that favorit, left they ſhould: 
put a har to your purſuit l No matter: Vou have 


gain'd your point at laſt, But has it help'd" you to 


an intereourſe with peace? Ah na] The poſt enjoy- 


\ 


a 


ed, the power, pre-eminence or dignity obtain'd, 
ſtrait is the former ambition changed into a greater, 
an ambition to riſe yet higher: And with the in- 
creaſing paſſion, your anxiety increaſes, O what 
tears l what doubts ! what circumſpeCtions, not to 
loſe the ground already gain'd! What ſtudy, labour 
and contrivance, to gain that loftier eminence | 
What jealouſies! what envies! what hatreds 
what grudges gnaw you, at the fight of this com- 
petitor | What fury ſwells you with averſion from 
that other who is, or ſeems, in your way ! How 


are you torne, for ever on the rack of reſtleſſneſs, 


amidſt a jarring tumult of unruly paſſions, of hope, 
deſpair, preſumption, diffidence, ambition and dil- 
dain! And yet forſooth you ſtill perſiſt in the eager 
chaſe of peace; and wonder that you do not find 
it? Ah! How ſhould you? You, who ate ſeeking 
it in power, pomp and earthly vanities: You who 
are ſeeking it in wickedneſs, how can you hope to 
find it; when there is no peace to the wicked, ſayr 
the Lord? 

You, O revengeful! You, O implacably unmer- 
ciful | You, who blinded to all light of — and 
rraſon, ſeek. your ſatisfaction in cheriſhing invete- 
rate hatreds within your. breaſts ; in the deſtruQion 
of your adverſary's fame, and peace and life; in 
the ſubverſion of whole families, to reach at one 
obnomous-perfon; in the intite deſolation of you! 
brethren's ſubſtance, honour, virtue, quiet, blood 
and ſoul, for every little oppoſition they have made 
againft your lawleſs attempts! Do you hope to 
open to yonrfelves the gates of pence with piſtols, 


fwords and murderous inftruments, adorn'd, gilt, 


beautified and finely poliſn'd, only to make you' 
cruelties more 22 deſtructive? No, no: Be 
rather aſſured that the diſturbances of peace are n 
the means to purchaſe peace. From Heaven, m. 


rhinbe, I hear St. Bernardin beſpeak you thus: 


Ah! revengeful Chriſtians ! whenever I have 
found my blood begin to boil with indignation at 
** ſome injury received, I ever thought it the ſhort 
* eſt way to peace, to carry that injury to the <0 
Hof Jxsos and there expoſe it at my Redeemer 
feet. And ſo far was I from being deceived f 
„my hopes, that, that very injury when bathed." 
4 my Redeemer's blood, has ſerved me like a ma- 
„ ter-key, to paſs unſtay'd; wnkhinder'd to the f. 
te nerrabſt receſſes of internal peuce. But ah © 


' 1 | ” of 
vengeful ! which of you all can ſay as much 
ur vindictive — What peace can all your 


inſtruments and ſchemes afford you, in e 
purſuit of vengeance; while, every paſſion of 26-4 
fouls in fury, you are breathing nothing but 5, 
venge and laughter? What torturing diſquier © 
the proſpect of your vengeful malice give to — 
whom your hate is level d, greater and mont ih, 
than yourſelves are previouſly tormented ahile- 
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while actually projecting it? And where you do 
ſucceed to rid your hatred of an obnoxious perſon ; 
are you the nearer to the reach of peace? O the 
mighty glory you have to boaſt of, that, like a toad 
or ſcorpion, you have poiſon'd to death the reſt or 
fame, or happineſs of a brother! O the mighty fa- 
tisfaction, for a tyger or a baſiliſk, that you have 
drain'd the blood of your fellow creature! O the 
mighty comfort to have robb'd a human image of 
the deity, of life ; io have plunged perhaps into e- 
ternal flames a ſoul redeem'd with the invaluable 
blood of Jzsus CyrIsT! Yes: You are mighty 
likely to enjoy true , when void of Grace, 
when circled-round 
terrors of Gop's juſt vengeance impending over 
your heads; of human public juſtice ever at your 
heels: When forced to wander vagabonds, like 
Cain, without a place of ſafety upon earth; when 
frighted by your guilt at every ſhadow you behold 
when, night and day inceffantly tormented by in- 
ſufferable remorſes of the confcience, - future 
hell ſhall be anticipated by a preſent hell within 
you? Ah ſelf-deluding mortals! Yet your aim is 
peace? But alas you ſeek it where it is not. You ſeek 
it in mere diſcord: You feek it, to be plain, in 
wickedneſs ; And therefore well may you not fihd it. 
For there is no peace to the wicked, fays the Lord. 
„ But! Plenty, youll fay, is & bleſſing, and 
* Gop has declared it ſuch, The pleaſures of life 
may be enjoy'd without guilt; and therefore 
may be purſued with innocence. Power and 
** pre-eminence may enable ns to do good. And 
5 juſtice requires us to make a diſtinction betweei 
the worthy and the unworthy, by rewarding the 
former and puniſhing the ſatter. All this is 
true, Chriſtians; but no-ways contradiftory to 
what I have ſaid. Plenty, riches, pleaſures, pow- 
er, dignity, eſteem, are bleſſings all, when purſued 
without guilt, and without attachment; but 
otherwiſe. are curſes of our making. Puniſhment 
of criminals is a duty as obligatory, as reward of 
merit, where all private rahebur and reſentment 
are removed. What then? The inordinate purfuit 
of all or anyt one of theſe has not the power to pro- 
2 us ane ſingle mnt hat content. No? 
ow comes it then, that fo man men o 

„, wealth, of pleaſute, of power, of mira 
enjoy ſuch eaſe of life) 'Whenee 14 that 
„ (o-many men, who are daily watchful in me ths 
niſhment of ſuch as Merit it, are ever in pro- 
, bound tranquillity ? View but their countenance, 
„ aud how ſerene dhey | appear Plegrtzen but te 
4, {heir converſation; and wh ſo happy, but muſt 
envy their peaceful ſituation P Ah Chriſtians! 
u is all deceit's Ulufon af?” Whitevet the world 
may think; whatever worldlingsi may ſay; believe 
* The peace of worldlings u mere If-impoſi- 


inwardly poſſeſt with guilty | 
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tion, They do but heal externally their inward 
gangrenes of diſcontent, Join „ Peace, Peace ; 
and there is no Peace: And that for want of 
ſeeking their peace, fixing their repoſe in Gop, 
where alone it may be found. Can it then be 
doubted but that, without a greater, ſurer, more 
real tranquillity, life can have no enjoyment ? 

What in life can there be fo deſirable as pace ? 
'That is the — which all men covet above all 
other bleſſings, a N pray, and want, and 
ſtrive to obtain. It is the ſiſter of joy and the mo- 
ther of ſociety. It links mankind together; it 
peoples cities, counties, kingdoms ; eſtabliſhes their 
commerce with all foreign nations; and makes 
them happy in themſelves. Peace is the chief eſta- 


bliſher of good order and ſalutary laws. It gives 


virtue it's free exerciſe, ſmiles upon induſtry, and 
greatly favours all arts and ſciences to tourich. In 
few words, peace is the well-ſpring of all the good 
the earth can promiſe or afford us. And wars are 
waged for nothing more than to attain to this. Vet 
is this peace which men are ſo ſollicitous to acquire 
far wide, if we conſider it barely in itſelf, of that 
true peace. which Chriſt came down on-earth to 
give. No, no: fays Chriff, if © This be the 

peace you ſeek, you'll never find it but in the 
© name, Peace, Peace, you may call it; but you 
« will find bete as my prophet ſays, There is no 
© peace, Nor am I come to bring a peace like 
de this: I came not to bring peace but the ſword, + 
© I came to deſtroy the external peace which 
„ worldlings are cqntending for, to eſtabliſh in it's 
© place the peace of GoD, that only peace which 
* can deſerve the name peace; that only peace 
worth living for; that peace of heart, - which 
* may be found in Gop alone. And even that 
© peace which I now give you: For not as the 
* world giveth it, do I give ta you.” 1 


II. Know then, O Chriſtians, that the peace of 
the world is not the peace you ought id deſire: 
Nay, it is no peace for you; nor worthyaur wiſh- 
| of poſſeſſing. The peace of the world, at beſt, 
(5 bait a treacherous dream ; and .rather leads man- 
kind to ſin and ſortow, than to virtue anc yy It 
miy indeed procure oy 2 and ſafety : But 
— it too gener, Pl tempts Nr to. make bad uſe 
that plenty apd 1 th pe ſoothing your ap- 


| de 
ter and” giving the reins to.your paſſons. 


may link men together + But gg it ofiver cements 
hem * ns than 50 friendſhips. 27 

ſtahliſn common-weals: But in augmenting t 
— of a city's inhahitants, too din 4 al- 
Scene e of the pumber off vici- 
ops ones; and, while it affords a Jegillaturecthelet- 
ſure to make wholeſome laws, it emboldeys the 

*Ferem. vi, & viii, + St. Math. x. t 9. Nen xiv. 
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whole nationtiolently to violate them, with wan- 
toritieſs, injuſtice and arrogance. - If it favours arts 
and ſciences, and induſtry ; it favours ſtill more the 
ignorance, indolence and vices of the flothful ma- 
jority: If it ſeconds the intereſts of traffic, it alſo 
promotes avarice, fraud, impoſition and perfidy : 
And where it introduces the bleſſing of plenty, it 
is ſure to make way for the curſes of luxury, riot 
and libertiniſm. Ah! What peace can this be for 
ou to purſue, beloved Chriſtians, which while it 
aniſhes temporal calamity from the public, intro- 
duces the moſt dreadful calamities of ſpirit among 
them, by lulling mankind into a lethargy, of grace 
and a fatal oblivion of Gop? In fact, what is the 
uſe to which you generally apply this object of your 
eagereſt purſuits? Is it to give glory to Gop in the 
more fervent, frequent application of your fouls to 
the praiſes and homage of his heavenly N 
Or not rather to do honour to the world in the ſafer 
attachment to the pleaſures it deceives you with? 
Is it, that you may, with greater intenſity of frater- 
nal charity devote yourſelves to the ſervice of God's 
images, your neighbours, in the practice of works 
of mercy ſpiritual and corporal : - Or not rather, 
that you may indulge your own fſelf-love with 
greater rey in the gratification, of your ſenſual 
appetites? Ah! If you will but be ingenuous you 
muſt own, that the uſe you make, of that peace 
which the world has to give is not the ſanctification 
of your ſouls, but the eaſe and contentment of 
your ſenſes fleſh and paſſions. | | 
Now give me leave to tell ou, dear-loved audi- 
ence, this is not the peace of Jesus CuRIST. He 
came not to bring into the world a peace of the ſen- 
ſes, but the ſword of 2 over the ſenſes. His 
peace is not a peace of the ſenſe: It has nothing 
common with the ſenſe : It is infinitly ſuperior to 
the reach of ſenſe, as the apoſtle of the Gentils ex- 
reſſes it in the epiſtle to the Ph;lippians, where 
he ſays, The peace of God, which ſurpaſſes every 
ſenſe, keep your bearts and your intelligences in 
Carer Jxsus. This is the true peace of Chriſ- 
tians : And this preſerves every heart, into, which 
it gains admittance, from the love of the earth and 
all which is earthly : It fills the ſoul with pious ſen- 
timents and holy affections; and lifts it to a true 
intelligence of ſpirit, It conſiſts in a perfect ſere- 
nity of mind and tranquillity of heart. It baniſhes 
all gloomy doubts, ſuſpicions and deſpondences; re- 
moves alf craft, deceit and artifice; and gives the 
foul à bleſt ſimplicity of ſpirit, but a 8 
which far exceeds the wiſdom of the earthly wiſe, 
and to the prudence of the ſerpent, adds a = 
like innocence. It filences the noiſy paſſions; quiets 


the diforderly tumults of 19 8 affections; and, 


uppreſſing all extravagance 


defire or attachy 
+ > Chap. iv. | tir Hip ed 
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ments entertains an ineffable contentment in the 
breaſt it takes poſſeſſion of. It is the parent of love, 
but of a love all pure, all chaſte, all heavenly: It 
is the ſiſter of charity: And the ſweet effect of that 
triumphing grace, which, through the divine aſſiſ- 
tance join'd with our free co-operation, leads us on 
to victory in the rude war we are engaged in with 
the world, the devil and our fleſh. 

It is a maxim of philoſophers, and a very juſt 
one, that the ſame principle which is the cauſe of 
motion, is the cauſe of quiet. The heart of man 
then, which is under Gop the prime agent of eve- 
ry motion, within him, muſt alſo be the firſt princi- 
ple of his reſt. The heart alone is capable of giv- 
ing reſt to the members it has ſet in motion: Sol 
arbiter of our pain or pleaſure, the heart has the 
power at diſcretion to afford us peace or war. The 
peace which, terminating fuperkicially on the cous- 
tenance, penetrates not to the inmoſt foldings of the 
heart, is but a mere deceitful maſk of peace. lt is 
nearly a-kin to thoſe unrefreſhing ſlumbers which 
the ſick are oftentimes reduced to court, from the 
foreign aſſiſtance of foporiferous draughts : Which, 
for want of thoſe refreſhing recruits of vigour 
which the diſpirited brain is wont to receive Fo 
the moiſtening effluvia of the ſtomach; inſtead of 
comforting it, ſerve only to tantalize, teize and en- 
er vate it the more. Chriſtian peace will always in- 
ſinuate itſelf to the very center of the heart of eve- 
ry man whom it affects: And brightening it, fil. 
ing it, and leaving within no want ungratified, 10 
one deſire unfulfill'd, will thence diffuſe itſelf to eve- 

feature, through every pore. | Ah ! Let but the 

iſſimulation of afeted peace be taken-off from al 
thoſe ſmiling countenances which ſeem (and only 
ſeem) ſo enviouſly ſerene : And how foon ſhall we 
not ſee that the peace of worldlings is a peace and 10 
peace | How, ſoon ſhall we be fully convinced, that, 
ſince all external quiet which flows not from a trie 
ſerenity of heart is but a modiſh lye, a deluding 
counterfeit of peace; true peace of heart is no where 
to be ſought or found but in a ſerious, zealous, 
adherence to the will of G / _ 
Io ſee a Penſiun monarch amidſt his nobles, g2)!) 
ſeated at a ſplendid. entertainment, ſmiling, laugh - 
ing, playing, Jeſting, ſporting and exciting 
in all. the chearful company around him, * 
would not think him in roſleſſion of a perfect peace 
of heart? But! Is he ſo? Not at all His peace * 
all grimace, mere ſhow, rank affeQation all. Thret 
words unknown to him written on the wall b 
enough, to change this glittering ſcene of mirth into 
a fit of ſpleen, deſpondency and horror. 
can it be? Can it? Yes, it can be: It has _ 

Ah!. True is it, very true, that all the — 
of fortune, the power, riches, greatnels, 1— 
eee 
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and pleaſures of this world are merely outward; ſit 
totterjng on the ſuperficial margin of the ſenſe; 
and never gain admittance to the heart of man; 
which is by nature too capacious to be fill'd with 
aught but boundleſs happineſs : And therefore can- 
not feel ſrom thoſe mere counterfeited joys any 
thing above the tantalizing ſenſe of what it wants, 
the ſenſe of wanting that ſole ſatiating bliſs which 
will not couple with it's counterfeit. The bliſs 
then, the peace which ſhould be only ſought, and can 
be vnly found in Go, is the only content which can 
procure an entrance into human hearts. This in- 
deed not only enters but repleniſhes the ſoul; not 
only fills it but dilates it; not only dilates it but 
abſorbs it. + And while the fickle, empty, falſe, 
deluding peace of worldlings toys but about the 
outmoſt ſurface ; this ſteals to the very center and 
takes a free poſſeſſion of the whole. 

Ah Chriſtians! If then, as it appears and as the 
experienced St. Auguſtin ſays, © They, whoſe 
«© peace and happinels is centered in truth and 
© not in the lye of earthly vanity, are partakers 
«© of the very felicity of Gop;” Who can doubt 
but,---who but muſt conclude,---that the true 
Chriſtian, who after the example of his divine maſ- 
ter ſpurns at, renounces and tramples on the falſe 
peace and joys of the world, muſt enjoy a plente- 
ous, endleſs ocean of every pure unpall'd delight ? 
Ah my Gop! It is even fo: After all, great and 
unſpeakable are the tranſporting ſweets which thou 
ar't wont to deal to thoſe ſouls who ſeek tHeir peace 
alone in loving thee. So great is it, fo ineffable, 
that, as an angelic Father of thy Church teaches, 
the joys diſpenſed by thy liberal hand, to the bleſſ- 
ed fouls who ſerve thee upon earth, are a foretaſte, 
nay a portion, of thoſe exſtatic delights which the 
bleſſed enjoy who triumph in the love of thee a- 
midſt the glory of Heaven. Ah! Well then might 
the tranſported Pſalmiſt cry-out, after a taſte of 
this anticipated beatitnde : how great is the mul- 
titude of thy ſweetneſs, which thou hatt bidden for 
thoſe who fear thee 1* O ſweetneſs indeed ſurpaſ. 

Palm xxx. 


tbe peace of Gob, which ſurpa 
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who ſeek their peace in Gop: Not only to gather 
in the flower of their hopes, the promiſes of fruit, 
but the very budding fruit itſelf ! . 

What ſhall I ſay to you, Chriſtians ? In the de- 
light which Gop transfuſes into the ſouls of * 
Who fix their peace in him, he not only conſoles 
them with the ſolid hopes of a fair paradiſe in rever- 
ſion, but even feeds them with the firſt fruits of 
beatitude in a paradiſe already began. Will you 
then, after all, be ſuch iraitors to your own inte- 

reſts as to renounce a ſea of unutterable real delight 

to quench your thirſt with a few muddy drops of 
fancied ſatisfaction? Nay, to drown yourſelves in 

an OOzy puddle of corrupted corrupting pleaſures ? 

Where is the wretch ſo ſenſeleſs, who, thirſting 

after plenty of refreſhment, would renounce a foun- 

tain for a drop? No where: no where, ſays St. 

Auguſtin: © No-one prefers a drop to a fountain.” 


Why then, beloved, ſhould you be fo treacherous 


to yourſelves, you who are ſo indefatigably eager 
for peace, as, for the ſake of a few mere drops of 
falſe, precarious, dangerous content to renounce an- 
eternal ſpring of true and certain peace and ſafety, 
bliſs and glory ? 

If you wiſh for peace in earneſt; ſeek it where 
it Seek it not in avarice, ambition, 
luxury, fin and folly: For, there is no peace for the 
wicked, ſays the Lord. No, ſeek it in Gop and 
you ſhall find it. Seek it in believing, ſerving, lov- 
ing and obeying him. Seek it in Chriſt, who 7s 
our peace itſelf. To conclude, ſeek not the peace 
of the fleſh, the peace of ſenſes : But ſeek that 
peace, which JEsus this day gives to his diſciples, 
and gives, through them, to you, in this conſoling 
goſpel: Peace be to you: A peace which infinitly 
tranſcends that which the fleſh, the world and ſenſes: 
have to give. I therefore, in my Saviour's name, 
ſhall once more recommend it to Nb And may 


2th every ſen ſe, 
keep your bearts and intelligences in CRRISTH JE 
sus: I beſeech, c. In the name, &c. 
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Si. O HN, X. 22. 


The good ſpepberd giveth bis life for-bir ſheep; 


But the bireling whoſe own the ſheep 
$4 * are not, 
> 4 wolf roming and teovelh the ſbeep and 


are too many 
to thee, all gracious Spouſe and ruler of thy Church, 
that number is but ſmall-compared. to the-goods 


"© HERE are then hirelings ir the Church of 
Gop-?--Yes : It cannot be denied: There 
the whole number Yet, thanks 


thepherds- 
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ſhepherds thou ha#t given to it. And you, O Ca- 
tholics, have reaſon to return your Saviour thanks, 
this day, for giving you the marks to know them 
by aſunder. But then yours will be all the blame 
henceforth 3 if you miſtake in your diſcernment, 
after ſo lively a deſcription as he has given of 
both, The good ſbepberd, your Saviour tells you, 
gives-up his life for bis flock. The bireling gives- 
up the lives of his flock for himſelf. The former, 
wholly intent to feed and cheriſh his ſheep, breathes 
only for them: His time, his toils, his thoughts, 
-his health, his very relaxations, nay his life, are all 
devoted to their lafery. While on the contrary, the 
latter attentive to their fleece alone, pampers them 
only to deſtruction; and, finiſh'd-traitor-like, che- 
Tiſhes-and ſooths them only with the bait of ruin, 
as fatted victims deſtin'd to fall a ſacrifice, when 
time ſhall ſerve, to his own ſelfiſh purpoſes. And 
therefore is he ever-ready to deſert and leave them 
on the unguard, the moment danger ſeems to perk 
him in the face. Now ſuch as theſe, few as they 
are, there muſt be. For it is neceſſary, ſays Chriſt, 
that ſcandals ſbould came: Though woe to bim by 
avhom ſcandal cometh. Yes: Scandals are neceſſa- 
Ty that the elect may be made manifeſt, by perſever- 
ang in their fidelity amidſt ſuch fiery trials. 
That ſome offences are given them by heedleſs 
ſtors to the laity is undeniable: But then, let pre- 
juaice ſubſide and truth take place, it will appear 
that many more offences are taken by the laity than 
are really given. Hence is the cauſe of ſo much 
diſreſpect in laymen to their clergy: And hence it 
is, that even the beſt of theſe gather ſo little fruit 
from all their Zeal and labour for the good of thoſe. 
O Chriſtians | inconſiderate Chriſtians ! you, who 
are ſo eaſily and often ſcandalized at prieſts, ſearch 
but the fource of your diſguſts, and you will find 
that ſcandal taken is not always ſcandal given. Be ho- 
neſt toyourſelves as well as to them; and you'll be for- 
ced to own, that ninety- nine at leaſt of every hundred 
ſcandals which you take at them, owe their begin- 
ing to ſome corruption in your heads or hearts. 
This is a truth I have long propoſed to lay before 
you, for your ſakes more than theirs. And no time 
Fairer than the preſent, when the goſpel of the day 
invites you to adhere to the good ſhepherd, and 
cautions you to avoid the hireling. For, if, heed- 
leſs of the inſtructions which it gives you to diſ- 


cern them, each from the other, you blend them 


with a like contempt; what benefit can you reap 


from either? Whereas, with proper circumſpec- 
tion, you have it in your power to render both of 
ſovereign uſe to you. _ 

To convince. you then, Beloved, that I ſay no 
more than I can prove, I' ſhall now proceed to con- 
ſider four very material points yet unconſider'd with 


1 


I. The cauſes in general of the many ſcandals ta. 
ken by the laity at their Paſtors ; 


II. The danger of being eaſily ſcandalized a: . mo 
your paſtors: fun 
MI. The advantages of not being eaſily ſcands not 
lized at them: And ee. 
IV. The means of reaping benefit even fron {A tho 
ſuch paſtors as may give you but too much Þ we! 
room for taking ſcandal. — 
| = the 
% © Thou inſpirer of all truth! Direct th; MA Bu! 
© tongue to utter the bold maxims of thy own dic: WR ar't 
** tating, and utter them without offence and with- tho 
* out ſervil fear of giving it. Open the minds ant 4 
“ hearts of this miſtaken people to take in Chriſt. Bel 
an part the doctrins which thou bid'ſt me preach tils 
* And O! forbid the infernal enemy to overſprea and 
« the ſalutary ſeed, which I ſhall ſow, with the {ARG % 
ee pernicious cockle of a falſe conſtrution.” * *. 
I. Could I conſent to act the hireling; had Im hay 
owntranquillity in view, regardleſs of your ſafety; get 
I ſhould rather ſooth you in the dangerous dream you be 
are in, than attempt to awake you from fo profoud gin 
a ſleep, at the hazard of being cruſh'd by the unte: has 
ſonable reſentment of ſome of you. What concen ow 
is it of a man's, who lives by you, who is honour! WA 8 
by you, nay indulged by you; or what ends can be 
propoſe to himſelf in directing you, how you ſhould es 
behave with regard to others. So ſays worldly pri ks 
dence: So ſays. that craft, which your miſtaken pre — 
poſſeſſion is fo often apt to pay your paſtors the _ 


-compliment of. But what ſay you O honeſty av Wn 
truth? What ſay'ſt thou, my Gop? Can the fat * 


ful paſtor leave his people a prey to dangerous 1k but 
and fee the enemy, man, ſowing the tares of preſt. = He 
dice amidſt their paſture ? Can a good Sheph WNW 15 
leave his flock a prey to the devouring wolf for | / 
of rouzing them, tho” at the peril of their peevil- Wl thr 
neſs? No, no: Thou has't ſaid, and it mult be f, im} 
The gaod Shepherd gives up bis Life for bis t ruf 
O make me then a truly faithful Shepherd! Rab Wu ly 1 


et me, at this altar, reſign my uſeleſs breath, that 
flive to leave this flock -of thine a prey to fatal pit 
judice, through any daſtard fear of their diſpleaſure 
Rather than live to be a hiteling, let me expire, uli 
yet a paſtor in my wiſhes. ,. For ah my Gov! — 
ſhall Iact the paſtor now ? How ſhall I treat 3 ſore 
tender? How ſhall I act to remove one ſcandal and 
leavea greater? Let me then plead with Jerems” 
Ab ab / ab O Lord Gop ! Bebold I cannot ſpcal bo 
I am a Child in human wiſdom. What ſay ſt ha 
Lord? Say not I am-a Child: for to all —_ 
to which I fpoll fond thee; thou ſhalt go A 
things whatſover I. ſball command thee, 7 
ſpeak. But to what purpoſe, Lord; if falſe r 
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vention ſhould interfere to miſapply — words? 
For behold Lord, I am leſs than a chiſd in the eyes of 
modern Chriſtians; a Prieſt, a man who by his 
funRion is imbibed with craft. No matter: Be 
not afraid of their face, becauſe I am with thee to 
deliver thee. + But ah! Once more, my Gop: If 
thou deliver me, how ſhall I. deliver them? What 
weight can my words have to remove their diſaf- 
fection to their paſtors, when I myſelf am one; and 
therefore ſeemingly concern'd in the advice I give? 
But how, my heart, ar't thou concern'd? Thou 
ar't ſupported, nay honour'd by them beyond what 
thou can't merit? Thou then ar't quite unconcern'd 
on any ſide. Go then, ſays the Lord: (methinks) 
Bebold I bave this day appointed thee over the Cen- 
tils and over kingdoms, that thou mayft pluck-up* 
a deflroy, and waſte aud diſſipate and build and- 
plant. 
Look ye then, Chriſtians: To reap benefit from 
what I ſhall ſay in my following diſcourſe, you muſt 
have recourſe to abſtraction. Try therefore to for- 
get a-while the man in the preacher, the friend in 
the miſſioner, and the ſinner in the ſhepherd. Ima-. 


| gin not, that you are liſtening to the perſon, who 


has viſited you at your houſes; eaten and drank at 
your tables; ſmiled and been chearful with ſome of 
you; wept and being mournful with others ; and 


ſtudied to be all to all of you. Think not, in a 
word, that you are hearing the man who wants 


preaching to as much as any of you, but rather that 
you are hearing a prophet ; nay, more than a pro- 
phet, a diſciple of Chriſt, a prieſt and apoſſle; nay, 
more than all, Chriſt himſelf. For be who hears 
you, bears me, ſays Chriſt to the meaneſt of us all. 


And this I promiſe you: I will ſay nothing to you 


but what I have a warrant for from him, and what 
He-himſelf would confirm, if viſibly upon earth. 
To proceed then: 


through 


ly imputed to the merit of. ſome certain particulars, 
Let any fingle limb mn a man ve diforder'd, the 
whole body is ſaid to be out of order; when perhaps 
the reſt o 


evil than compaſſion creates. But when is the 
health of a perſon ever imputed to more than the 
faithful performance of their functions in thie ſeveral: 
members. No, we are always ingenious in propa- 
gating ungenerous inferences : Would we were ſo: 
in the reverſe! Let a body of men excell ever-ſo 
in commendable purfuits, we forget the praiſes due 
to their conjunction, and only remember to refund 
2 T 1 yu my excellencies of the indi-- 
whi t | 
8 1 1s compoſed.. But no 


One 3 vulgar error which I obſerve to run 

all conſiderations in life, is the ungenerous-- 
imputation of evils in particulars, to general cor- 
ruption; while the excellencies of the whole are on- 


the members have no other ſhare in the 
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ſooner does one of thoſe individuals degenerate from 
the virtues of the reſt, than the whole is made ac- 
countable for what the whole diſapproves and con- 
demns. Thus let the majority of prieſts, adhering 
to that ſanctity which their Fangen dictates and 
inſpires them with, give ever ſuch edifying proofs 
of their virtue and zeal ; what honour does all their 
piety refle& to the prieſthood? None in the leaft. 
is not the prieſthood you reverence as pious, but 
the men. In ſhort, they are not good men, be- 
cauſe they are prieſts : But the men are good and- 
therefore at well, tho? prieſts. But let one of 
thoſe prieſts, whom you eſteem as good men, ap- 
pear to be otherwiſe; The ſcene is immediately re- 
verſed. The whole prieſthood is contemn'd for one 
evil or indiſcreet man, who has intruded into, or 
miſbehaved in it; and it is not becauſe he was a 
ſinful man, that he has acted amifs ; but becauſe 
he was a prieſt. O ungenerous, uncharitable, un- 
chriſtian inference ! Nay, unjuſt and cryingly unjuſt 
I may call it. For ſurely, if the eminent worth of 
the majority of prieſts may not reflect honour to 
the function in general; how mercileſs an injuſtice 
is it not to load it with the contempt due to the ill- 
conduct of a few? And yet how general a practice 
is not this, with the Chriſtians of our age! What 
wonder is it then, that ſo many, unjuſtly feandaliz-- 
ed at their good ſhepherds, for the mis. behaviour 
of hirelings, either fall from the Church into ſchiſm: 
and hereſy, or live in it with unprofitable luke - 
warmneſs? How ſhould it be otherwiſe, when, as 
the prophet foretold, The face of our Lord bath di- 
vided them, be will not add to regard them : Becauſe 
they have not reverenced the faces of bis pries? 
The generality of the laity, with regard'to their 
paſtors, either wholly forget the man or wholly for- 
get the prieſt. If they take a whimſical liking to 
one, they immediately raiſe him in their imaginati- 
tion to an angel, to a creature impeccable, confirm'd. 
in grace; nay more, a ſomething. without tempta- 
tions and even without paſſions ; and, forgetting the 
man in the prieſt, either cringe him into vanity, cr” 
feed him into avarice, or court him into levity ; and 
therefore is it, that, when the frailty of his nature 
ever ſo little undeceives them, all their former ex- 
orbitant eſteem ſinks into as unjuſt a contempt : E- 
very little foible of his is magnified into a real fault: 
And his moſt inoffenfive words and actions are made 
a matter of ſcandal. Whereas, would they but re- 
member the man as well as the prieſt ; they muſt 
& to-difcover foibles in him, and thoſe folbles 
would not leſſen that eſteem which alone can ren- 
der him of uſe to them. Becaufe they would na- 
turally reflect, that Gop choſe not for their paſtors * 
angels, but men; and ſinful men: Mea, who, from 
the frailty of their own nature, from the ſtubbornneſs 
* Jerem Lament, ive. Z.; 5 0 
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of their own paſſions, and the refractorineſs of their 
own tempers, might learn to compaſſion the weak- 
neſles of their flock. 

If they remember'd the manas well as the prieſt ; 
they would remember to apply to him not only 
when they want his ſpiritual aſſiſtance, but even 
when he wants their temporal aid. They would 
remember, that Every labourer is worthy of his hire; 
and he, who has no ſubſiſtence but from the altar, 
.ought to live by the altar. And yet how many 
worthy prieſts are there nor probably now ſtarving 
an this great city; who, perhaps, take more pains 
than I and ſome others whe are better ſubſiſted ! 
And what can this be attributed to, but to the un- 
charitable prejudices of ſome of the laity, even ſuch 
as want neither the purfe nor the ſoul to give cha- 
Tity. “ A worthy paſtor in want! Is it poſſible ? 
«© But why don't he make his caſe known?“ Alas 
Chriſtians} There lies his misfortune. He is redu- 
ced to ſuffer, becauſe he mayn't ſpeak: And he 
may not ſpeak, leſt he ſhould be reduced to ſuffer 
more. But how then ſhall we relieve him; if he 
does not ſpeak?”” And how ſhall he ſupport his 
dignity ; if he does? What do thoſe get, who reveal 
their wants to you, but the character and contempt 
of mercenary hirelings? If a prieſt be a real hire- 
ling ; and yet artful enough to cloke his mercenary 
broad-hints with the flimſey cover of an affected 
diſintereſtedneſs ; how ready are all to glut his ava- 
Tice with profuſion! But let the good ſhepherd, 
with honeſt openneſs, declare a neceſſity; how is 
he branded with the title of mercenary, of hireling, 
of beggar? In ſhort, the major part of Chriſtians 
are fondly blind to the moſt glaring objects and 
clear-ſighted only to miſapprehenſion. They che- 
Tiſh the duſt in their eyes, not to obſerve the mer- 
cenary, who ſerves them only for what he can get, 
and only while getting it. But ſce double, when 
they behold the paſtor, whofe diſintereſted care is 
the onl 


beckon, or he neglects them; no pains he takes is 
thought ſupererogatory. No: All is his duty; and 
it is well, if, after doing all for them, he is thought 
to have fulfill'd his duty. But when is it ever 
thought by them a duty to make any temporal re- 
turn to his ſpiritual aſſiſtance? If, generouſly re- 
gardleſs of himſelf, he diſcovers no wants; but, 
truſting wholly to their bounty to prevent them, he 
applies wholly to deſerving that bounty by his aſſi- 
duity for their good; they ſuppoſe him rich, or pro- 
nounce him proud, and devote him to all the hard- 
ſhips of the moſt ungenerous neglect. What wonder 
then is it; if fuch a man is too frail by nature to 
withſtand the rudeſt ſhocks of a ſevere penury ? 
What wondet, 7 /ay, is it to ſee him fall into ſuch 
meanneſſes as muſt be degrading to the dignity of a 
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cauſe which reduces him to ſue to them . 


for aſſiſtance. Their paſtor muſt be ever at their- 
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Paſtor, offenſive to his flock and diſgraceful to th 
Church in general? But whoſe is the chief fault: 
The Prieſt's, whoſe natural diſpoſition perhaps i; 


_ diametrically oppoſed to ſuch meanneſſes; or yours, 


in urging him to ſuch an extremity by your negle&? 
If all the miſchief lay in the diſgrace of the Prieſt; 
the evil would not be ſo great, but it might be re- 
pair'd. It has been neceſſary, and therefore might 
be again, for one Man, to bleed, to die for the pes. 
ple. The eaſe, the credit, the ſafety, the life of a 


Prieſt is not much. Let him be a ſacrifice to the 
utmoſt diſtreſs; could any benefit accrue from it, 


But why give-up a Prieſt, who till is a man and in- 
veſted with all the weakneſſes of a man? Why, / 
ſay, give him up to the trial of want, a trial which 


requires the heroiſm of a ſomething more than man 


to reſiſt ? Eſpecially when he cannot fall into any 
evil without dragging legions after him. And how 
ſhall you prevent his falling a prey to the temptati- 
on of want, but by preventing his neceſſities before 
he aſks you? For if you wait till he aſks you; you 
may wait till too late. Aſk you he may not, leſt you 
think him mercenary. What then has he to do? 
Steal or circumvent? That would be a double 
crime in him. Shall he work? That would equal- 
ly offend this nicer age. Which of you all would 
orbear being ſcandalized ; if a director of yours, 
following the example of St. Paul, and earning his 
bread at the ſweat of his brow the better to preach 
the goſpel freely to you, ſhould turn tent-maker, 
taylor, ſhoe-maker, or what you pleaſe? How then 
ſhall he be preſerved from want or the temptations 
incident to it, but by your generous aſſiſtance before 
he aſks or even hints a want of it? And yet hov 
few are there generous enough to reflect on this! 
And to ſuch neglects we may impute a great part 
of the ſcandals which happen to the laity from the 
weaker part of the prieſthood. I ſay not this for 
any of this flock; but for thoſe of any others, he 
may be here by chance. For 'tis with pleaſure 
reflea, more for your ſakes. than my own, on that 
chearful generoſity which renders you above any te- 
proaches of this ſort : Since if your Paſtors have ar) 
room for complaints againſt you; it is rather fc 
our tenderneſs to them than any neglect of them. 
ut let the wanderers here preſent lay their har 
on their hearts and ſay : Which of them all ge 
their Paſtors occaſion to jay the like to them it 
any truth? Which of them all ever thinks of 
Paſtor's ſupport, ſo far from actually providing ' 
it? In ſhort, Chriſtians of mine I hope, I may 
this without ſuſpicion of flattery : Were all Chriſt 
ans as generous to their ſhepherds as you are de 
yours; all ſhepherds (it is to be hoped) would en, 
ceed, at leaſt one of yours, in merit. There wow" 
not ſo many fall from the Church, nor ſo man) 
thoſe, who remain in it, live remiſsly as the) But 


But the menace of God, by the mouth of his E 
phet, is verified in them : The face of our Lord batb 
divided them, He will not add to regard them : Be- 
cauſe they” bave not reverenced the faces of his 
Prieſts. | 
Another grand ſource, as I have already hinted 
to you, of many of the ſcandals you receive from 
your paſtors, is the forgetting the prieſt in the 
man. You either diſlike the man, therefore 
negle& the Prieſt, or elſe you take a taney to the 
man, and carry your liking to the proſtitution of his 
dignity. If yourſelves were in want; you would 
ſoon remember the Prieſt as well as the man, and 
recur to him for relief, whether you liked his per- 
ſonal qualities or not: Nay whether he had it or 
not, you would be ſcandalized ; if he did not relieve 
you. For the poor will never believe but a prieſt, 
if he is not halt-naked, is rich. And yet how back- 
ward are you, in affluence, of putting it in the 
power of your paſtors to relieve ſuch of you as are 
or may be neceſſitous? A prieſt is call'd to the ſpi- 
ritual aſſiſtance of a ſick perſon, whoſe greateſt diſ- 
temper, perhaps, is the moſt ſtarveling poverty 
and who is waſting by inches for want of nouriſh- 
ment. How can a prieſt, in ſuch a caſe, which ha 
pens but daily; how can he, if he has a ſhilling in 
the world, and is not flinted into cruelty, refuſe to 
rt with it to redeem a periſhing neighbour from 

immediate death ? And yet if he has it not ; he can- 
not give it. Still if he does not give it; how ready 
are the ſtanders-bye to be ſcandalized, and load 
him, behind his back, with the epithets of cove- 
tous, uncharitable, nay cruel ? hen perhaps he 
feels for him but too much; feels it in the ſtrait- 
neſs of his own circumſtance; feels it in a ſympa- 
thetic compaſſion for his penitent ; and feels it in the 
bitter reflection on the ungenerous negle& of his own 
flock, which puts it not in his power to relieve the 
needy among them. And therefore is it but too of- 
ten that many are offended by phantoms in the 
prieſthood : Phantoms of their own raiſing. And 
therefore is it, that the face of our Lord bath divi- 
ded ſo many of them, and will not add to regard 
them : Becauſe they have forgotten the prieſt in the 
man: In a word, becauſe they bave not reverenced 
N of bis priefls, | F 

But ſome of you miſtakenly fancy; you reverence 
his prieſts ; when, perhaps, "tis not the prieſt but 
the man you reverence. Von take 2 fancy to a 
man and forget his function, ſo far as oftentimes to 
tempt him to forget it too. In ſhort, if you are 
pou to have a good opinion of our abilities; 
b ou ff draw us into the forfeiture of our charac- 

er, by engaging us to intermeddie in your affairs: 
and then dane us for it when you MR TM 
Satan firfl tempts man to fin; and then becomes his 
—_— 10 are never at reſt, or never let us be 
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ſo; till we enter into your ſecular intrigues : Which 
if we miſcarry in; you will be ſcandaſized; And if 
we ſucceed ; you muft be ſo. If, through igno- 


rance of the world and it's deceits, we miſmanage 


your intereſts ; you impute it in us to want of ſenſe, 
or want of honour : And the prieſts, 0 cry, have 
undone you. On the other hand, if any of us are 
artful enough to out-ſhuttle a ſhuffling world in 
your behalf; how can you well avoid being ſcan- 
dalized at the very ſervice we do you: When it 
ſuits ſo illy with that ſimplicity, which ought to be 
inſeparable from the holy character of prieſthood 
God has inveſted us with; to be more, infinitly 
more, ſerviceable to you in a very different capaci- 
ty? Is it not dearly buying ſcandal then, at the ha- 
Zard of our ſalvation and your own, to drag us from 
our ſtudies to the exchange; from the altar to the 
bar, the commons, or the tavern? What have 
ieſts to do with patching-up of bargains ? Ma- 
— of matches? Managing eſtates? Or direct - 
ing the temporal concerns of families? When a 
treaty of commerce depencs on 'a critical point, 
which-you know not how to ſettle — 
yourſelves or injuring others; apply to the prieſt 
to learn what religious equity requires. When par- 
ties are agreed, and all things are right; apply to the 
ieſt for the Church's bleſſing on your nuptials. 
When your eſtate wants retrieving, and you know - 
not where to begin, without offending againſt juſtice 
or charity; ſeek advice from Goy's miniſter, If 
ſtrife and miſunderſtanding diſturb the Chriſtian 
tranquillity of your family; perhaps the authority 


_ reſtore it to harmony, when nothing elſe can: 


in ſuch caſes, the good offices of your paſtor may 


be as ſerviceable as they are charitable. But to in- 


terrupt his buſineſs of prayer and ſacred ſtudies, his 
affairs of the altar and other ſacerdotal duties, to 


make him à party in the temporal mahage- 


ment of any of theſe ; is as ſacrilegious'a prophank- 


tion of religious decorum, as the buying and ſelling 


in the midſt of God's temples: The only crime la- 
gainſt which our meæ k- ſpirited maſter Chriſt as 


known to exert his wrath openly. To ſpeak plain- 


ly the inviting prieſts to bear'a part in matters ſo 


oreign to their function, can proceed from nothing 


but a ſovereign ſcorn for: the prieſthood. And 
therefore is it, that there has ſeldom happen'd a 
ſcandal, on ſuch an occaſion, but what has been at- 


| who has ſuffer d himſelf to be 


tended as much with ruin to the laity, who have 
d him, as with contempt to the unwary prieſt, 
d into it. And 
ace of the Lord hath 


to regard them, Be- 


what wonder is it? For the 
divided them, be will not a 


cauſe they have forgotten the — in the man; 


| becauſe, in # word, bey baue n. reverenced the Fa- 
ces 0 bis prie / ATE. Sennen f 110 7 $3197 
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I know, Chriſtians, fome of you will tell me: If 
a prieſt did nt * the office; you would not put 
it upon him But if he really does ſhew you a 
lining to it; ſo much the leſs wiſe are you to em- 
-ploy him in it: And, if he does not; it is barbarous 
to teize him to it. If he ſhews a forwardneſs for 
it; what can he be but a hireling? What motive can 
he have but ſordid lucre, to, negle& his real office 
for: one foreign to his ſphere? Yet what reaſon can 
you have to think he likes the office? Since, if you 
did not make him the firſt advance; if you did not 

court, nay teize him to it; where is the prieſt who 
would have the courage, not to {ay confidence, to 
intrude himſelf into your temporal affairs? But it is 
in this, as in moſt of the offences you take at your 
paſtors: The ſcandal is chiefly owing to the corrup- 
tion of heart in the perſons ſcandalized. With re- 
gat᷑d to prieſta, it is almoſt univerſally true, as Ar i- 

- flatht ſays, . Every man judges, as he himſelf is af- 

e feed.” the lay-man, who cannot be familiar 

- without being impudent, charges every prieſt with 

- boldneſs, Who is ever ſo modeſtly open and free. 

Another, who is never reſerved but with craft and 

_ deſign, i prieſt fly, who; is modeſt and 

- baſhtul. From the lame corrupted, ſprings proceed 

innumerable miſtakes of his conduct. If he is grave; 

he is moroſe or out of temper : If chearful : he muſt 
needs be thought diſſolute: If he talks of common 
things; he is eall'd worldly : And if he variegates 

converſation with a few maxims of piety; he is a 

cant. For Heaven's ſake, Chriſtians, either ceaſe 

to be ſcandalized. fo eaſily EE or ceaſe to 
furniſh your own matter. f ither take your paſtors 
ach as Gop ſends them to you, prieſts and yet frail 
men ; or agree among yourſelves on yeur own mo- 
del of a perfect prieſt: And if it be conſiſtent with 

Sop's honour and your own good; I dare anſwer, 

that all good ſhepherds will ſtudy 


prieſt to content you all ; when every-one is ſo in- 
duſtrious to — (ends | of his own? When 
we viſn you often; we loſe your reſpect: Forget- 
ul of the prieſt who viſits you for your ſoul's ſake, 
you mind only the man; and think we viſit you for 
our on ends. If we viſit but ſeldom; re- 


-tpare for idle or unneceſſatry yivits.. 
| por want of reflecting on this, when you invite a 
prieſt to your table, tho in ever ſo a mander, 


A and he comes not; howready are you to impute it 
4 0 negle&t or contempt + of you? to haughtiseſs, 
; pique ot. ſomething worſe? And yet let him come 
- but once uninvited, or let him indiſcreetly come. as 
. often as you invite him; and how probably\may he 
ind the words of St. Jerome true, that“ the prieſt, 
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as much as poſſi- 
die io become; ſuch. But how is it poſſible for any 


may bring his holy character into contempt. 


| membering the man, you think we neglect yon: 
Still forgetting that, as prieſts; if we attend the ſick 
and our on ſtudies ; we can have hut litile time to 


f who never refuſes an invitation, will foon fink in- ö 
to the contempt of his hoſt ?” There are but two 
ſorts of perſons, with whom a prieſt can dine : The 
poor and the rich. With the poor, it is barbarom 
to dine; and with the rich it is dangerous. A poor 
man will oftener aſk his paſtor to his table than 
rich man; and generally with a heart full of ſince- 
rity. Nay what is more, in ſpite of all the prieſ 
can ſay to the contrary, ſhall laviſh a week's income 
to entertain him, the want of which muſt make 
himſelf even ſuffer for a whole week. But then 
ſurely it would be barbarous in a prieſt knowingly to 
accept invitations from ſuch? For if he does he 
muſt ruin his hoſt.---- And yet if he does not; hei 
cenſured as proud, above him, and I know nt 
what, Still is it better to be cenſured unjuſtly tha 
deſerve cenſure. And therefore, when a prieſt dos 
think it right to dine with à friend; the ſafer wy 
is to dine with thoſe whom he cannot hurt. Tho' 
even with the rich there is danger: Danger of loſ 
ing the eſteem neceſſary to do them good, through 
their miſtaking him : E of copying their man- 
ners: And danger of being thought to prefer the 
rich to the poor, if he eats often with the forme: 
And if he does not; how liable is he not to be cer 
ſured! 'Tho” ſtill, J /ay, it s much better to ſuffer 
cenſure than deſerve it: And therefore the falel 
way for every prieſt, is, in my private opinion, nei 
ther to dine nor viſit, but when and where he may 
od gs where he is either wanted. or with'd for; 
and where this truth is believed: That a miniſter 
of Cop does the peaſant or the prince he cone: 
ſcends to viſit more | honour than he can receive 
And this a prieſt may inviolably practice without 
departing in the leaſt from that mean opinion uf 
himſelf which every Chriſtian, and much more. eck 
ſiaſtics, ought to cultivate; if he takes but due calf 
to ſteer between the odious extremes of meanneb 
and arrogance, if, in t, while he is ready © 
ſubmit his perſon to the lowlieſt offices of fraters 
charity in conſideration of his own littleneſs, be" 
ſtill mindful enough of the dignity of his function 
never to ſtoop to any pitiful complacences V 


You ſee, Chri ians, I ſpeak very frankly; and 4 
your. own, good, more. than that of your paſtors, 
.concery'd.in the ſubject I am treating, 1 8%" 
my duty to be quite ingenuous. Be pleaſed os 
Pleaſed with what Lay; provided you miſtake b. 
my meaning. I would fain perſuade Chris 
throw aſide their pernicious jealouſies of prie = 
to ſhake-off that perverſity, which makes them oe * 
actions of their paſtors in a falſe injurious light 3 © 
which may inchae. them even now, perhaps, ©; 
ſtrue all I ſay to ſome. felf-pointed yiew, di 1. 
refleQion, But thou, O ſearcher elde ow. 
bid'ſt me utter this important doctrin, know uch. 
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much my foul. deteſts ſuch proſtitutions of thy 
holy word! 
, 1 What I have hitherto ſaid then, Chriſtians, 
was only with the intent to convince you, that the 
major part of the ſcandals you take at your 2 
pr oceed from ſome miſtake in your own judgment, 
or ſome lurking perverſity in your wills: That is, 
in ſbort, the corruption of your own heads or hearts 
are the chief cauſes of them. And yet I do not 
retend to ſay, there: are no ſcandalous prieſts. 
Would to Heaven, I could with any reafon even 
think there are none! But then, how ſmall would 
you find the number, to what you make it in des 
miſtaken notions; were you all as flow to believe 
amiſs of them, as you-are to credit any good of 
them ? Let any extraordinary good be ſpoken of a 
prieſt; how loth are you to credit it without the 
moſt indiſputable authority ? Bare Circumſtances 
will not do: You muſt have ocular demonſtration ; 
er you will not venture to believe it. And yet the 
moſt trivial circumſtances ſhall ſuffice to induce yon 
to fix the blackeſt guilt your paſtors ; every 
ſlighting or ſcandalous tale is immediately fwallow'd 
for goſpel truth, and you require no character of 
the perſon, who ſpoke the ſcandal : *Tis ſufficient 
that he ſpeak againſt a prieſt, for the moſt notori- 
ous liar, libertin, or profligate to gain credit; tho? 
he be an enemy to the prieſts he belies, tho” he be e- 
nemy to the prieſthood, nay to religion in general: It 
is known. by experience, that the major part of 
retailers of ſcandal, againſt prieſts are a ſet of 
wretches, whoſe word, if their actions were pub- 
licly known, would paſs in no court to condemn or 
even leſſen the worth of the meaneſt creature in the 
creation, Yet how often do you take the charac- 
ter of prieſts from ſuch hands? Nay now a- days 
the 4770 of every prieſt lies at the mercy of 
every heretic, jew, or infidel; notwithſtanding the 
known pleaſure, which theſe frequently and malici- 
ouſly take in calumniating them; and notwithftand- 
ing that the graveſt fathers of the Church (and par- 
ticularly St. Auguſtin) inſiſt that the accuſation of 
heretics, tho” ever ſo many, neither can nor ought 
to have any weight with good Catholics againſt a 
prieſt. ow many of the moſt deſervin 1— 
tors in Gop's Church have innocently bled in their 
Fs by the inveterate enemies of religion ? 
And if J prieg is not totally defamed by the he- 
retics who know him; (to the ſhame of ſome of us 
be it ſpoken). it is, I fear, more owing to their 
neroſity in not belying him, than to our charity in 
diſctediting any lies they can or could invent. Why 
then do. we, wonder that ſo many from among us 
deferting the ſtandard of Chriſt's croſs, fall into he- 
rely and infidelity? Why are we aſtoryth'd, that, a- 
- moyg thoſe who remain with vs, there is ſo lit 
piety, and ſo much ifregularity: When as the pro- 
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tha*; next he pronounces den compa 
ring his W faults with the perfection he 
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phet foretold, the fare of our Lord bath divided. 


them, be will nat add to regard them : Becauſe 
they bave not reverenced the faces of bit prieſts. 
Beware then, Chriftians, O beware tow you ſuf- 


fer yourſelves to give into ſuch ungenerous treat- 
ment of your paſtors. Remember, however weak 
they are, they are the miniſters of Gov, and 
Gop has coſe the weak things of this world 
to confound the ſtrong. Be not then eaſy to take 
offence at them: Nor add your own weakneſs to 
their frailty, to render them uſeleſs. Refle& on 
the dangers which ſuch a conduct expoſes you to. 
It is the prieſt himſelf. who is to anſwer for his own 
conduct; not you However imperfe@ his private 
life may be; if he performs the duties of his pub- 
lic ſunction to you; his authority is the ſame, his 
commiſſion is from Gop, and you may reap all the 
advantages from him, which a minifter of Gop ; 
capable of yielding to you, excepting good example. 
And they are not ſent to you chiefly for example; 
but to inſtru you and point-out to you a nobler 
example than they can give, your Saviour Chriſt. 
Whether, they follow him or not; once they point 
him out to you, you are obliged to follow bim not 
them. Why then will you ſollicit your own ruin, 
by lofing ſight of Chriſt, to pry into the ſteps 
of thoſe, who point-out to you the-road to him, 
This you are fure of, that, if you miſs of him, your 
ruin is inevitable; nay irreparable. And how can 
yon avoid miſſing of him; when, neglectful of the 
way to him, your thoughts are wholly bent on fol- 
lowing the ways of a man, who, tho he directs you 
Tight, is perhaps | going wrong himſelf. But whe- 
ther he is or not, if you think him ſo; the conſequence 
to you will be the ſame. For once you conceiyeat 
ill opinion of your ide, your confidence in his ad- 
vice will vani 2 ore, miſtruſting his know - 
ledge or ſincerity, you'll ſteer out of meer perverſi- 
PL a different road from that be points-out to you. 
r elſe, becoming your own guides, you'll turn 
your backs on Heaven; and, following the high 
way of liberty and pleaſure Whieh your paffions 
ſtrew, you'll fteer head-Jong to ruin. There is no- 
thing more natural to us, tho” nothing more 'weak _ 
than the defpiſing the beſt of advice of a man, who 
does not fallow his own counſel, or is not thought 
to do ſo. Wheress the advice is fill the” fame, 
both good and profitable, whether practiſed by the 
giver, or neglecked. However, as it is"the'favon- 
rit ſtudy of the devil, to turn all our foibles to our 
deſtruction, one fatal artifice by which he draws 
ions of ſouls to (perdition, is to-deſtroy 
their confidence in their ſpifitual paſtors. The firſt 
ſtep he takes is to make « man judge raſhly of the 
molt innocent actions of a —7 f he conſents to 


— 


im guilty, then compa · 


teaches, ; 
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teaches, he difcredits his doctrin. The ſame corrup- 
tion of mind and heart, which makes him think ill of 
ane, teaches him to think amiſs at laſt of all he 
knows. No ſooner has he thrown-off a neceſſar 

reſpe& for God's miniſters, than he begins to think 
religion a meer jeſt, the craft of prieſts, a bug-bear 
to keep fools in awe. From thoughts he ſoon pro- 
ceeds to words and actions ſuitable ; ſets God and 
virtue at defiance ; gives vice the reins, and ſinks 
the miſerable dupe of his ungenerous raſhneſs. But 
here the miſchief does not end: Not content, with 


being thus wicked alone, he ſeldom fails to uſe his 


_ utmoſt arts, to draw unwary ſouls into his baſeſt no- 
tions of their paſtors; that ſtript of all their coun- 
ſels and aſſiſtance, he may the more effectu- 
ally enſnare them. Thus do ſuch wretches finally 
become the active tools of hell, to be it's prey at laſt. 
Thus the judgment of the Almighty juſtly infatu- 
ates them, when his grace, through their own per- 
verſe raſhneſs has deſerted them. And thus is the 


"vengeance of Gop, foretold 1 Jeremiab, terribly 


fulfill'd in them. The face of our Lord bath divi- 
ded them, He will not add to regard them, becauſe 
they have not revered the faces of bis priefls. 

_ What is it which has ſo often rent the Church 


of Gop with ſchiſms? What is it which has given 


birth to ſo many pernicious and deteſtable hereſies ? 
What uſher'd into this land ſo much ignorance, er- 


ror, infidelity and debauchery? What ſtill cheriſh- 


es inde votion, nay immorality, among the faithful 
ſheep, whom Chriſt ſtill reſerves within his fold of 
this kingdom? May we not, if we run to the foun- 
tain-head, impute all theſe diſorders to the jealou- 
ſies, miſtruſts, grudges, raſh-judgments and diſre- 
ſpects, which our anceſtors entertain'd, and we af- 
ter their example ſtill entertain, of our lawful ſhep- 
herds? Why are we deaf to their counſels? Wh 

are we ſo obſtinately imperfect, while they take ſo 


much pains to make us perfect? Why ---- but be- 


cauſe we loſe the reſpect due to them by imputing 


the miſconduct of a few hirelings to the fault of the 
greater, far greater, number of good ſhepherds ? 


Why — but becauſe we negle& the man in the 
prieſt; flight or proſtitute the prieſt. in the man; 
put the worſt conſtructions on the moſt innocent ac- 
tions of the beſt of them; ungenerouſly colour the 
pureſt intentions with ſuch tinctures as are drawn 
merely from the corruption of our own, heads. and 
hearts; and finally truſt their good names (ſo neceſ- 
fary for the good of: ſouls). to the mercy of their e- 
nemies, of libertins, nay, of infidels : Much readier 
to take; from ſuch, a bad character of them, than a 
good-one'from the moſt unexceptionable evidence? 


UI. Bot after all you'll ſay: „What à deal of 
e rout is here about theſe prieſts? What a deal of 


* yicety is required to make them uſeful ? Surely | 
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they are very tickliſh beings; if it requires ſo 
* much circumſpection not to offend them? What 
* muſt we do then? Are we to approach them, az 
© ſome heathens do their Idols, with veils over our 
* eyes? Or are we to conſider them, as angels, 
* void of every fault?” No, Chriſtians : I would 
not have you conſider them as angels, but as men; 
nay as frail men; nay as ſinful men. But then [ 
would not have you be ſinners, becauſe they are 
ſuch. I would not have you endeavour to be 
blind to their foibles, for fear of offending them: 
But I would have you leſs ready to ſee double with 
regard to them, for fear of doing damage to your- 
ſelves. If you think ill of them; you will think but 
lightly of their doctrin: And once you contemn the 
ſaving documents of Chriſtian truth, what profit can 
you reap from it's diſpenſers? If theſe then become 
uſeleſs to you; whither will you have recourſe for 
the means of ſalvation? Gop thought not fit to 
make you the judges over yourſelves; but has ap- 
pointed prieſts to be his miniſters to you, and made 
them your guides and paſtors, nay judges between 
himſelf and you. He has placed them over you, 
in his ſtead, with full commiſſions and authority to 
cheriſh, feed, and lead you to ſalvation by diſpenſing 
his myſteries to you. So let man eſteem us, ſays & 
Paul, * in the name of the prieſthood, So let mar 
eſteem us as miniflers of Chriſt and ps 4h of the 
myſteries of Gov. And in quality of ſuch it is, that 
Chriſt ſays to his prieſthood : He, who bears you, 
bears me; and he, who deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me. 
Here then is a poſitive injunCtion laid upon you 
to hear your paſtors as you would hear Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and to hear them without any degree of con- 
tempt. Here is an expreſs declaration, that ever) 
contempt of them or of their doctrins for their ſake, 
is a contempt ſhewn to Chriſt and to his doQrin. 
Yet how ſhall you avoid having contempt for ſuc 
of them as you take ſcandal from? Surely then you! 
ſalvation muſt be greatly at ſtake, in every offence 
ou take at your paſtors, whether right or wronß 
| lara Le it muſt more or leſs diminiſh your at- 
tention to their doctrin, and even to their beſt 20 
vice; and therefore deſtroy the advantages wh! 
they are ſent to afford you. It cannot then but be 
conſiderably more your intereſt than theirs, that fo 
endeayour to entertain the kindeſt and moſt chart? 
ble opinion of them you are able to conceive, * of 
ther they be wholly ar of it or not. But let 
get forward and ſee ---- What are the _— 
we may procure from thinking favourably of e 
fpiritual guides. N. 1 in pol 
In the firſt place then: While a paſtor wor 101 
ſeſſion of the good eſteem of his flock, bis * ay 
advice will have all it's due weight with tne: 
They will take what he ſays in good parts, 
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endeavour to reach the perfection he teaches them. 
And if all do not immediately break with vice and 


give themſelves up to virtue; yet ſome will do it: 
The ſtronger will buoy-up the weaker, and all, at 


length, will help each-other to attain, if not the 


ſummit of perfection, at leaſt the ſtate of ſanctify- 
ing grace and virtuous ſtruggle towards it. Thus 
will the eſteem of every Chriſtian flock for it's paſ- 
tor, go hand in hand with all his labours for their 
ſpiritual good. If he deſerves it not with regard 
to his private life, the fruitful ſucceſs of his endea- 
vours will pique him probably to deſerve it. And, 


if he does deſerve their good opinion of him, the 


ſame ſucceſs will ſpur him to deſerve it more and 


more. 
Prieſts, though they are prieſts, are men. And 
in the very worſt of men there is a pride which 
prompts them often to bluſh at the eſteem their 
conſcious guilt declares them undeſerving of. Nor 
is this pride to be conſidered as a vice, but rather 
as the feed of virtue lent them by Heaven to rouze 
their ſleeping ſouls to merit the eſteem: they feel 
ſuch pleaſure in poſſeſſing. . Though then, at firſt, 
the labours of a quite imperfect paſtor may be the 
fruits of mere vain=glory ; yet, if the eſteem his 
flock has for him ſhould crown thoſe labours with 
ſucceſs, *tis highly probable, that grace will at laſt 
mould his former vanity into real zeal. He'll bluſh 
to ſee his flock improve in virtues, which he only 
knows in theory; and will, at length, puſh his 
poem into practice. Nay, let a paſtor's vigi- 
ance and labours for his flock be ever * piouſly in- 
tended, let him be warm'd with ever ſo ſincere a 
zeal; he'll feel ſometimes the man, and will be apt 
to flagg: But if the good eſteem of thoſe he has the 
care of ſeconds his zeal ; the proſperous proſpe& of 
his labours will rouze his nodding virtue with the 
ſpur of laudable ambition, or rather let me call it 
emulation. He'll be aſhamed of being excell'd by 
any of his ſheep. And loth to let one enter Hea- 
ven before him, he'll puſh-on towards it, at their 
head, and grow a perfect ſaint, in trying to make, 
them ſuch, not only by his doQrin, but by his ex. 
ample. Thus, Chriſtians, is it in the power of eve. 
ry Chriſtian flock to fave their own ſouls and thei 
paſtor's too, by cheriſhing their favourable eſteem 
of him, and not ſuffering themſelves; on light o- 
caſions, to be ſcandalizedat his behaviour 


Again, another advantage which will attend up- 


on theſe is, that, while you entertain a * 
nion of your paſtors, you will not only — — ai 
of ſove reign uſe to themſelves and to you, but even 
to others. Thinking well of a perſon, and ſpeak- 
ing well of him are conſtant attendants; and public 

de ver waits upon private eſteem. If then you 
endeay our to cheriſh advantageous ideas of the me- 


nit. of y our paſtor; it will naturally prompt you to 
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fit you for it. 
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ſpeak his praiſe to thoſe, who know him not, or 
know him but little. This will raiſe their curioſi ty 
to ſee and hear him; and tlie/prepoſſeſſion-you have 
given them in favour of him will'make them the 
more ready to liſten to him without prejudice, and 
enable him to win them over with the greater eaſe 
to the doctrin of Chrift and the unity of his Church. 
This is what our divine Lord himſelf hints to you in 
the Xth of St. Jobn, _— I have, ſays he, 
who are not of this fold, Them alſo I muſt bring, - 
and they | ſhall bear my voice: And there ſhalt be 
made one fold and one ſbepberd, * 
Such then are the eminent advantages of not be- 
ing eaſily ſcandalized at your paſtors : Such the great 
fruits ot entertaining an eſteem for them. You ho- 
nour Chriſt by it ; you become the happy inſtru- 
ments of promoting the ſalvation, perhaps, the per- 
fection of your paſtors themfelves : You may be 
the happy means, under God, of uniting thouſands 
of ſtraying ſouls to the faving fold of Chriſt's 
Church. And, whether you are, ornot ; once you 
have done your past towards it, the ſame merit wall 
be aſcribed to you, by the all-rewarding goodneſs 
of God, as if it had really been ſo: Rnd laſtly, 
whether your paſtor be perfect or imperfect; good 
or bad in his own private life; whether others fol- 
low the ſaving doctrins he teaches, or not; if your 
good opinion of him gives weight to his advice 
enough to induce. you to follow it; you will, yo 
muſt, be ſaved yourſelves, nay lifted to perfection. 
All which advantages are loſt and barter'd for the 
moſt eminent dangers to ſalvation, by being eaſy 
to take ſcandal at the ſhepherd, who is to feed and 


IV. You will ſay, perhaps, beloved: “ TBis 
% Would be glorious advice, and as eaſy to practice, a 
as it is worthy of approbation; could we bur a, 


keep our eyes always hut and our ears always 
* — But, that is impracticable to alF but the 


deaf and blind- While the ſenſes are awake co 
« ſenſation; they will, they muſt, be affected by 


the objects which ſtrike them. - What elſe are 
©, they given us for * How: then ie it poſſible for 
us, while we have eyes to f. | 
to avoid being ſcandalized at fuch paſtors as give 
us but too much room for taking ſcandal; by ob- 
jecting to our eyes actions quite oppoſit to the 
virtues they preach 5 and by giving occaſion for 
£4. ſuch reports as continually” din our ears With 
. 9 ideas very different from / the eſteem 
ue ſhould and would g 
if they would-let us?? Wh i 
to ſpeak the truth panes oor a vety difficult mat- 
ter to preſerve a 

where this is. 7 


to ſee, and ears to hear, 


entertain ef then, 
yreally, Cheiſhans,.. 


eſteem for ſach paſtots, \ 
y the caſe : Remember What I 


ſay, where this is really the caſe. But then — 
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cult as this duty ie, it is not impracticable; other- teach 3 do that too. But, if their actions, good d 
wile there could be ng obligation. to atterapt it. And bad, appear ſuch as you cannot do without ſin; ac- 
that we are under ſome obligation of entertaining cording to their works do, ye not. Their actions you 
all poſſible eſteem for the moſt imperfect paſtors, are no where commanded to follow; but their doc. 
and putting the beſt conſtruQion on their actions; trins you are bidden to obey. Their lives whether 
. ſeems very evident. For, in the firſt place; the virtuous or vicious, you will not be accountable 
corruption of our nature ever prompts us to flight for; but you will be accountable for the fruits of 
the ſoundeſt advices of a man, whom we view in their doQrin, In ſhort, their words you muſt re- 
- a contemptible light. It is therefore morally im- gard: Their actions you may, only when ſuch s 
poſſible we ſhould profit by the inſtructions of an You-yourſelves may practice with fafety:; But whea 

_ perfe& paſtor 3 if we are ſcandalized at him, as otherwiſe ; you neither may nor qught to mind Wl 
we certainly ſhall be, if we ſuffer ourſelyes to be- thoſe ; much lefs to judge them: Unleſs they ar: Bi 
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virtually include a precept of eſteeming them. 


Now ſuch a commandment has Chriſt given to all 


Chriſtians in theſe words: He, who bears you, 


bears me; and be, who deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me: 


A commandment which extends to all the flock in 


St. Marth, xxiii.  4thid 4 thid, 


lieve him ſuch. And therefore the commandment ſuch _ violations of virtue as judge themſelve: 
of Gov: to his people to hear their paſtor, muſt « Wh 


at! when we ſee faults committed, may 
<* we not judge them? Did not Chriſt himſelf pa 
+ ſentence on the vices of the Scribes and Phari. 
* ſees?” Yes, he did ſo; But there is an infinit 


diſtance between Chriſt and you. His penetratiar 


was infinit: He was the ſearcher of all hearts: He 


mental or natural ſecrecy, or the love ® +1 1. 
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general, and excludes no- paſtor lawfully ſent, and ſaw the ſprings of their actions; and, therefore hat th 
not > om recalld by the Church. a right .o declare the paftors of his time, mere uin * 
Ide moſt imperfect of your paſtors cannot be Jepulcbres. Your inſight is ſhallow: You ſee but at 
5 ſieſs reſpectable than the Seribes and the Phari- the ſuperficies of actions: The heart of man is 1 a0 
j fees, whoſe lives were evil, though their doctrins myſtery to you; and therefore you can pronoun 10 
N were good: And yet Chriſt, while their authority no actions evil but ſuch as pronounce themſchte ha 
ſubſiſted, expreſsly commanded the Jet to reve- 10; becauſe you are rangers to the motives the) ne 
reuce their counſels, without paying any attention flow from. Hence I think it ſufficiently appem 
to their actions. Upon the chair of Moſes, ſays be, that you can ſeldom have juſt room to be candalize ce 
have ſitten the Scribes and Phariſees: Ves, Lord, at any of your paſtors for common actions in life cc 
they are the ſucceſſors of Moſer and preach-up his which are not expreſs breaches of the jaws of Go! 6c 
-doarins*:: But then, as thou knoweſt and has't ſaid, and Nature: Becauſe you can ſeldom be ſure, thi * 
they ſay and dd not. +! How then ſhalt we benefit you fee a fault in them, If you ſee a prieſt (ubic 6 
by their counſels ? © How? _ keep your atten- ven forbid you eyes ſhould |) commit a prent th 
„tion fix'd to their dignity: They are ſtill your ditated violation of the commandments; a fac re 
„ lawful paſtors. All things therefore, whatſoever lege; a theft; or other groſs vice; if you can be w 
e they ſball. ſay te ven de ye; but according to lieve your eyes, you muſt pronounce him gull tre 
e their works de pe not. 1 Here! then, Chriſti- For the nature of the ſact is ſuch as is inconßiſten for 
aus, is an en preſs command eto you to obey and With innocence. Theugh even here the eyes hare pr: 
- -revere the mot imperfeft of your-paſtors; as long been more than once deceived. But in ache as 
as the Church uphokds:them/ in theirfbffice.) Let which appear neither good or bad in them{c1'% ar 
us change but names, and the precept will appear you can never, with any fafety, ſ a crime on him; A 
to you in it's full force. In ibe chain of Chriſt bave though the appearances be oppoſit to the ver) * ve 
- -fittets your paſtors and prieſts ? “ How ſhall we be trip he preaches: Becauſe bare appearances de“ thi 
are of that, you} ſay S Why, takte it fem Chriſt a deceitful nature: and the man who truſts bis 1905 5 
himſelf for: the greater certainty!: Ge, fays, he to went to his ſenſes, will oftner be deceived than , for 
-SearetÞ' me and be, dhe doſprjoth you; de fpr ſetb For example, you fee 4: prieſt, perhaps, 
. Well, it is /undoubted- then, f bi fluſter'd in hig Genſes 2. And yo how deceived ud att 
I tutes of Chirſt; they ßt in bis chair, and — vou not be; if, truſting to ſuch an appearanct , Let 
i ptesch his dodtrin, But ſtill, if they /ay-axd do propounce him:2.devnkard; when, Perhaps, r . 2 
ner What benefit can we. reap from them? 1 diet has render'd-a ven 3 te 
<< ſeendal ?? Hold. Ghriftizns, ſary, yet-frugal potion intoxicating. to hn haps — 
an: They ane Huf mitifters af Chriſt wo you: tber you chorge with ipfiocerity, beg Peg. . 
Teen en nüt die diſpenſers of the .myſteries of if bis tongue was not tied, be might With © de 
Son. A things: therefore xhotoruer they ſpall tion convince: you, that he only told 7% d fac > 
© fay. #0: hn, do» ye + If they ac as they preach or of a truth to cover or evade another, c yo! 


s viſh, jealous and reſenting.“ 
the firſt place, fickleneſs, pee viſnneſs, jealouſy and 
reſentment are often the effect of temper, and prieſts, 


chatity and peace, obliged him to oonceal. A prieſt 
may dreſs, perhaps, a little in ance: 
Can you therefore be ſure, that there is vanity in 
his keart for doing fo? No: Perhaps, his chief 
temptation lies in a lurking ambition to be thought 
humble ; and, that is one ingenious means he makes 
uſe of to deſerve rather than — — the applauſe 
due to humility. - Another on the reverſe, to] 
by the outward unſeemlineſs of his garb, ypu would 
take to be an indolent, uncleanly, or covetous per- 
ſon ; One, in ſhort, whom you would be diſpoſed 
to call a lazy floven, or a miſerly niggard. But 
ten to one you are miſtaken. Perhaps, too great 
an attachment to neatneſs may be his chief obſtacle 
to the perfection he is aiming at; and the deformi- 
ty of his garb may de the only means he has to fur- 
mount it. In a word, a thouſand inſtances may be 
brought: Each of which might afford a thoufand 
arguments to , that, till we can penetrate to 
the ſecret foldings of the heart, — come at mw 
nowtedye of the movi ings, the motives of 
— can never 8 taking ſcandal at the 
actions of any man, which are not in themſelves 
inconſiſtent with innocence, ſuch as the crimes I 
have juſt mention'd, and ſuch as L hope yoo will. 
never have room even to ſuſpect in your paſtors. / 
„Well, grant all this, ye ſay : But then how 
„* ſhall we be able to excuſe, or avoid being ſoan- 
« galized at, a man, who is for ever preaching to 


s nus in<onfefſion, or out of it, ſteadineſs, patience, 


© forgiveneſs ; yet is himſelf extremely fickle, pee- 
How? Why in 


white they are mortals, vill be ſubject to the rude 
treatments of temper; which are rather their miſ- 
fortune than fault. To 


after EASTER. 


them to Heaven, 
priefts muſt have their temptations to ſtruggle with 
as well as you. Not one of thoſe we have named 
are faults in the man, who gives no conſent to them. 
And how do you know that the prieſt, who diſco- 
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cable men, but-ſinful men. The Church 7 
them ſuch; and, as ſuch, obliges them as much as 
you to confeſſion: Nay, they acknowledge them- 
ſelves ſuch, by going to confeſſion; by unploring 
in their own perſons, and praying y 
their forgiveneſs at the tribunal of Gey. Why 
then ſhould you be fcandalized, if, they ſometimes 


appear what they own themſelves to be. When 


they ſin like you, they prove themſelves to be frail 
like you: And when they preach againft the very 


faults they areguilty of; it proves they are not ob- 


ſtinate in wrong, though fraſly prone to it. 


Make often reſlections like theſe, dear Chriſtians, 


and it will enable you to avoid-the being eaſily ſcan- 
dalized at your paſtors : Nay;thepwifcnab you 
to reap benefit from the moſt imperfe | 


to ampfore, 


among 


them. You will ſee their actions in a very diffe- 


rent light. You will put a good conſtruction on all 
fach parts of their condu& as wil beat it: And 


where they will not bear one; you will remember 
the frailty of the man to excuſe the miſtakes of the | 
| M 


prieſt. You will remember, that they are 


Gov's miniſters, til empower'd to diſpenſe” the 
myſteries of Gop to you in he and at death. You 


wilt recolle& the labours they go throu 


gh, to teach bY 


and inſtruct you; and the dangers « they encounter, 


dy aſſiſting you at the hazard of their liberty and 


lives; by viſiting you amid'ſt the contagions bf a 


nauſeous priſon, and the infections of 'every malig- 
nant ſickneſs. This will cherifh”your* W | 


, 


| and 
efteem for them; and your reſpect and eſteem for - 


them will render their doctrins of fovereign benefit 


, dach then, beloved brethren, ate the many and 


important advantages of not bei ng eaſily feandalfzed 


„ 


at your paſtors; and us may you reap benefit 


even from ſuch of them as may 


give you but too 


much room to be ſcandahzed. I ſpeak only of thoſe 
mere hirelings, who may intrude under the wing of 


the Church's 


vers ſuch foibles in himſelf, does really conſent to them her indignation, and forced her to e 


them? Nou are ſtrangers to the inward combats he from her fold to ſave her q 


manfulty undertakes to furmount them; and there- 
fore is it, that you often take offence at that 


Secondly, how do you Kn. , but that what 
attribute to fickleneſs, to. peeviſhneſs, to jealouſy, 
or reſentment may be the effects of a tal. 


zeal, which may not: however diſcover. it's mo- | 


tives? It is often a neceſſary means to awake the. 


docping Chriſtian, and bring him.to a. ſenſe of his. | 


: But what if theſe, or any other actions of theirs: 


be real faults, are you therefore. to He em 
7 Chriſt ſends 


and reſpec due to them as paſtors 


5 


Kit paitors,. by- your late 
Fat: paltors,.. by your (trilſtike@\prej 
wel perſons or their conduct? Ak) 
mog them of Tovertign,” eternaf U 
| ; e u $i N 
You for paſtors, not angels but men: Not itpec-- 


For as to ſuch unhappy 
men, whoſe miſtaken conduct has juſtly drawn upon 


| xpel them 
er flock; tho? their very _ 
fall may afford you mattes ef edification rather than of 


— 
— 


e ſcandal, if you conſider it in a genuin light; yet is it-- 
which, perhaps, ſhall be the matter of his glory. foreign to my preſent purpoſe: And therefore ſhall*: 


— Crt 
prejudices againſt 


et pie them 


beſeech you, rather to endeavour at cſtithingtuch 
an eſteem fot all as may render even the Jeſt 2— 

n, to your In 
wy ied 


ng 


Words or 
n Mic-LentbSunday; p. WE 


you: take no farther notice of them than Thave done in a 
former Sermon: I only purpoſe, dear-lovedlaity, - 


— 
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ing away oll uncleanneſs and abundance of malice, 
laying aſide all raſh-judgment and prejudice, which 
the corruption of your own heads or hearts may 
raiſe in you againſt them, in meekneſ7 receive (from 
their lips) the ingrafted word which is able to ſave 
. your ſouls. * | - . 


. To, conclude, dear - loved auditors: Be generous, 
and meekly take the naked truths I have utter'd to 
you throughout this Sermon, in that honeſt, undeſign- 
ing ſimplicity with which my Gop can bear me wit- 
neſs I have ſpoken them. If I have ſaid one ſingle 

word in this diſcourſe which can diſpleaſe you; it 
is beyond my deſign. | And yet, though I ſhould 
have made the greateſt of you peeviſh, I cannot be 


an haughty prieſt for warning you of your impend. 


SUNDAY 


ing doom: To me it is a thing of leaſt concern, 1 
be judged by you.* For be, who judgeth me, i; 
our Lord. 1 Nay, ſay of me to one-another, as di 
the Jews of Feremiab : f Come let us deviſe deviſe 
of this affronting preacher : Let us ſmite bim with 
the tongue, and not attend to all bis words: Pry. 
ſecute ye, and let us perſecute bim; if by ay 
means be may be deceived, and we prevail again 
him and be revenged on him. In ſhort, wreak il 
your ſpleen: I cannot fear the rage of any of yon, 
nor court your ſmiles, Let the bireling, wh: 
own the ſheep are not, ſee the wolf coming, a 


ae 


4 222 foal Tejpiges. ing peur 729 ne 
a 


+ 
* 
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ſorry, if what I have ſaid be crown'd with the ſuc- flee. For my part, I have naught to fear or hope | 
. ceſs of benefiting /the leaſt among you. Vent on from any of you; and therefore, ſo I fave bu 
me L give you chearful leave) vent all the bittereſt your ſouls from danger and illuſion ; I heed not the 
effects of your reſentment: I care not; if you but reſt. For, if my text ſays right; the good ſb4- \ 
learn from me to treat your other more uſeful berg giveth bis life for bis ſheep. And wide u 
, Paſtors. henceforth, with ſuch eſteem and confidence am, at preſent, of being ſuch-a-one myſelf, I eu. 1 
may enable you to reap ſalvation from them. neſtly covet to be ſuch, after the example of ny 2 
Be angry, till experience teaches you that you are heavenly Maſter. O] thou, dear Lord, vouck- V 
wrongly ſo : Be angry or be pleaſed, I till ſhall tell ſafe, in thy good time, to make of me and all the * 
you, inconſiſtent Catholics, that one chief cauſe prieſthood good and faithful ſhepherds. And if thy * 
of all the miſeries which you have ſuffer'd in this people's good require it, and thine own honour vil 4 
land has been, becauſe You have not reverenced the permit, give us, thy uſeleſs ſervants, the ineſtims 
Faces of Gop's prieſts. + And if you go on thus, ble bleſſing of ripening this flock for Thee with ou A 
much longer; the time will probably be brought own blood: Give us the ſanctity of manners ad 8 
to paſs, when the words of the apoſtle ſhall be ve- rity of doctrin requiſit to guide them ſaſe ts 0 
rified, Here is now. ſought (but oo alas in vain) — in ſpite of their unthankful forwardnels; ſi 
among the diſpenſers of Gop's myſteries, one ub and open all their hearts to take with chriſtian cn h 
. may be found faithful. : Ves, O hitherto believ- dour the doQtrins' thou do'ſt dictate to us: That vt * 
ing Chriſtians I the time will come, if you continue may loſe not one of them; but at their head be w 
Jour contempt of prieſts, when Gop, their ſole join'd with that | triumphant flock above, whe" Ci 
- conſtituent, ſhall puniſh your perverſity by leaving there ſball be but one fold and on- paſtor. O her fc 
vou without a prieſt to diſreſpect, without an Altar me!] Gop of, mercy. hear me, I beſeech Thee, /* Jo 
to approach, without a Faith to. ſave you, without tbe name, &c. n L 
S8 James i., f Jeram. Lament. iv I 1 Cor. iv. dl. bid, ft Ferem, xvii. xx. Fe 
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EL TORN; an. 20, ah, Tn k are then, beloved audience, ther 
„TTC 
amen; but the world ſhall rejoice: And you juſt? Ves; undoubtedly there are: An Cat A 
all be made forrowful; but your ſorrow Ball matter of neceſſity for Chriſtians” to - f 2 
de turn'd inte ey A e now What! Shall 8 Na ab 10 in the 4 | 
Indeed, bave ſorrow :" vill ſee. you again, more exempt from ſadneſs of heart, V 
A: indeed, Y os ut J WI fee. y apa! fleſh, than e of the world? Hold, belo be e \ 
[ 


Yona T | | other. Ou 
bag This is po conſequence of the ber ee; 


4 
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reverſe ; The ſorrows of the juſt are ſorrows in- little while we have to live, ſow in abundance 
deed for a little while; but then they are mere ex- the fruitful tears of piety and come to thee at 
ternal forrows, mere ſuperficial griefs, which reach * length loaded with ſheafs of everlaſting. glad- 
no further than the ſenſes. Whereas the ſorrows * neſs.” 


did Wl of the unjuſt are not only real but endleſs; not only | = 

viſe outwardly afflicting to the ſenſes but inwardly tor- ; I. You ſball be made ſorrowful, ſays Chriſt to his 
vith menting to the heart. The ſadneſs of the good diſciples, and through them to all his ele. The 
Per. then is a contraſt to that of the wicked. Or rather State of Chriſtians then mnſt neceſſarily be a ſtate 
any to ſet this matter in a more amiable light, let me of ſuffering. In this, ſays the Apoſtle, in this we are 
ain} fay : The griefs of the godly are a contraſt to the call d. The bird is not made to fly, nor the fiſh to 
TY joys of the ungodly; as our divine Lord plainly ſwim, more than Chriſtians are born to ſuffer in the 
you, if ſhews, by the appoſition in which he places both, fleſh. We, who are baptized in Gbrift Feſus, in 
1beſ: in the words of my text. The wicked, it is true, bis death are baptized, ſays, St. Pau L. * In our 
«nl have their joy, ſuch as it is; which, being wholly Very baptiſm we are endow'd with the ſpirit of Jz- 
hope N fix'd on ſenſual objects, amuſes only their ſenſitive 308 CHRIST at his death, and in his ſufferings : And 
but appetites: too material and groſs to penetrate to the it is in expectation of our improving this ſpirit with- 
t the heart. The world ſhall rejoice, ſays Chriſt; Yes: but in us that we are made heirs to the joy of us riſing 
. with what kind of joy? Ah! Not with the joy of from death. So that if we become co-planted to the 
N | peace to the heart; For, there is no peace for the ſimilitude of his death; we ſball be alſo (co-planted 
E wicked, ſays the Lord. The joy then of ſinners is to the ſimilitude) of bis reſurrefion, as the Apoſtle 
my if a joy of fiction, a tranſitory gladneſs of the ſenſe ; obſerves; + Otherwiſe we never ſhall be ſo. For, 
ach- | which, laſting but a. little while, ſhall end in e- ſays our divine Lord, He who does not take-up bis 
tie verlaſting heavineſs of ſoul. Such the joy of the <©79/+ and follow me, is not worthy of me. + Propet! 
{thy wicked: And this they ſhall have. Yes. The ſpeaking then, we Chriſtians are riveted to the — 
ul world ſball rejoice. | ot Chriſt ; that is in other terms, we are indiſpen- 
im- But you, beloved, continues Chriſt, You ſball fably bound to ſhare with him in his ſorrows, if we 


weep and lament : And you ſball be ſorrowful. The will ſhare with him in his glory. It behoved Chriſt 
good then muſt have their ſorrow : Which how- ſo ſuffer and ſo to enter into bis glory Can hisdiſ- 
ever, ariſing only from the external preſſure of ſen- ciples then hope to enter thither after him by any 
ſitive temptations, is too feeble to affect their ſmoother way than that of ſufferings ? Is the: ſer- 
hearts, conſoled within and ſovereignly fortified vant greater than his Lord, the diſciple than his 
with all reſiſting grace; It is a ſorrow therefore maſter, the captive than his Redeemer ? No, no: 
which only plays about the ſurface of the ſenſe; but Chriſtians, if ſorrows were expedient” for your di- 
cannot gain admittance to the ſoul : It exiſts but vine Lord; Joy cannot be expedient for you. Sure- 


hes for a little while : and ends at laſt in nevre-ceaſing ly then to rejoice and be merr with the world, cate 
e, It Joy of heart. Yes, Your ſorrow, ſays our divine not be ſafe; ſurely the joy of worldings is > wv 
iſt in the 


Lord, ſhall be turn'd into joy; and your beart ſhall ſymptom of their having no part with C 
rejoice, and your joy no- one ſhall take from you. inheritance cf the joys to come. | 
ence I cannot help drawing two very ſerious re- If you think, Chriſtians, that you may rejoice 
flections, the one meſancholy, the other conſoling: with the world and with God ; if you hope to en- 
Both of the laſt importance to us all. And they joy pleaſure here and hereafter ; you deceive your- 
are theſ:: aid <a 5 c ſely No, no: Every thing muſt have it's turn. 
1 ln. N Joy and ſorrow cannot at once occupy the heart of 
The joy of worldings, is matter of the tender- man: Vet all men, good and bad, are deſtin'd to 
eſt pity; in-as- much as it is a ſhrewd ſymptom taſte of both, one time or other. Both then muſt 
of reprobation to eternal woe: And have their turn and follow one- another in the heart 
I. The ſorrowe of good Chriſtians, are matter of every man. There are no men, in this ſtate of 
of the nobleſt emulation; in-as-much-as they - mortality, ſo pure, ſo innocent, even thoſe whoſe 
are the bleſſed ſeeds of a fulneſs of joy without virtues merit-them-a boundleſs meaſure of eternal 
end or bounds. | 2 joys, but what have ſome light failings to entitle 


y the 

11 « OG | them to mourn a while: Surely then, if it behoved 
t wo. Pp ( ON, thou ſole and ſovereign ſource of e- the ſource of innocence to ſuffer ere he enter d in- 
** very ſolid joy ! Convince us of theſe truths ; and to his glory; it is but juſt, that his imperfect ſer- 


cc . - 

« 28 inſtruct us to prefer the ſadneſs of thy Vants ſhould follow him in his ſufferings, ere they 
« ed croſs, to every gay illuſion which the are put into poſſeſſion of their final joy? Now let | 
you rejoices in: That, eager after nothing but us reaſon on the reverſ. There are not any men 
© main concern to follow thee, we may, the ſo wicked, ſo abandon'd, not even they, whoſe life 


v. Romans vi. * Namaast vi. Þ+ St. Maith, x. 1 St. Lute xxiv. 
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is one continued traffic of perpetual woe, but what 
| _ done at — 1 — ons — 
dd, to merit a ee, however ſmall, of joy a 
pleaſure. And Gop, whoſe — will not ſuffer 
in his ſervants the ſlighteſt fault unpuniſh'd, is yet 
teo merciful to leave the flendereſt merit unreward- 
ed. Thetefore does he give-up to ſotrow for a lit- 
tle while thoſe favourit ſouls of his, for whom he is 
Preparing an interminable ſtore of ſolid joys. Juſt 


L it therefore, that thoſe unhappy wretches, whoſe 


future griefs ſhall know no meaſure and no end, 
ſhould have in this life — pellng taſte of joys they 
have'earn'd; ſince they will have no reliſh for them 
in the next. And theſe in fact they have. Hence 
does our Saviour ſay to his elect: Amen, Amen, I 
ay to you, that you ſhall weep and lament, but 
* the worlu ſball rejoice. Ves ; you oy beloved, 
pu upon the whole have faithfully ſerved me: 
Aud therefore have I referved for you a joy, 
, which no-one ſbali take from you. And yet have 
vou difpleaſed me by ſerving tne with leſs con- 
„ ſtancy, lefs fervor, leſs putity than you t: 
And the will I ſuſpend you a while from 
that joy. A little while then, and you 
4 fee me; a little * and ou — 
0 eweep and lament. again à little 
* — tf me; again a little while, 
and the bride-groom ſhall return to you, to be 
.© with you forever; and you, my children, ſhall 
then mourn no more. For ean the children of 
* the bride-groom mourn, as long as the bride- 
* groom is with them? No, no: Your 
fall be turn'd into joy. O my dear loved fouls 
then] Be not diſmay d, as alſo thoſe others, who 
** -bave no bipe. + Think not yourſelves abandon'd, 
* becauſe you are left to-grieve a while, Rather 
* enjoy the fruitful grief. Now indeed you bave 
* ſorrow ; but Iwill ſee you again, and — beart 
% ſhall rejorce: And your joy no- one ſball take from 
* you. vy, not then the joy of worldings. The 
* world indeed ſball rejoice. But ahl With what 
E a kind of joy! Not with a joy like yours, but 
with an allacious joy, which ſhall 


ſhort f 
be turn'd to ſorrow. Now indeed worldings have 
“ joy; tho' not a joy of peace to the heart, but of 
© Aluſjon to the ſenſes. Yet ſoon will that joy de- 
„ faſt, even that: Then will I look on them no 
more: Then ſhall their wery hearts be grieved; 
an their grief no-one ſhall take from them.” 0 
important contraſt! O bleſſed then are they who 
urn: For "they fball be comforted ! And furely 
then accurſed, thrice accurſed they muſt be, who 
are joyful here with the joy of 2 ; if they 
- ſhall remain without comfort. SITES? 
Think not then, dear-loved Chriſtians, that what 
I have ſaid is any ſtrain upon our Saviour's' words; 
a comment of my own invention; the ſubtle ſpecu- 
* 81, Metth. ix, + Luhn ive 


H not 
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lation of a fertil brain. o far is it from all this, 


that I'll be bold to 


fay : No other natural meaning 


can be given to the text. What elſe could our di- 
vine Lord mean, in placing the ſorrows of his ele& 
in appoſition to the joys of the reprobate : if he did 
not mean this? Nay, if he did not mean this; what 
ent could it be for the juſt to endure 
ral forrows with patience and fortitude ? 
'Tho? the ſorrows of the juſt were to be converted 


encou 
their t 


nto joy: It would have been but a 


t encourage- 


iment to them to perſiſt in their juſtice; if the joy; 
of the wicked were not to be turn'd into endleſs 


ſorrows. If the juſt muſt weep and lament in this 
life, before they can reach to joy; and the wicked 


may be joyful here, and not have their joy after. 
wards changed into endlefs grief; the wicked have 


the advanta 
have but lit 


over the good: And theſe would 


encouragement to be juſt. Where. 


28 it is a plain cafe, Fit, that there is an abſolute 
contraft propoſed to them by Chrift, in this goſpel, 
between the little forrows they are to endure, and 
the joys which the wicked ſhall taſte of : And that, 
Secondly, he propoſes this contraſt to them as an 


encouragement to prefer 


his ſervice to that of the 


world in conſideration of the differerice of the re- 
wards, It is full as plain then, that, tho? our divine 
Lord does not delineate in 
conſequences of worldly joy, he ſufficiently hint 
them to us in the detail of this other part of the 


contraſt, by min 


terms, the fan 


difcloſmg the ſweet effecb o 


temporal forrow in his elect. Ah Chriſtians! # 
then the joys of worldings are thus empty, ſhort 
fallacious, and fruitful in eternal woe, as I hart 


faid, and as you can no longer 


doubt them to be, 


while you credit Jeſus ; what Chriftian in his fer- 


ſes can envy 


them Who is there rather but mul 


pity them? If Chriſt muſt ſeffer to enter into h 
glory; if Chriſtians muſt ſhare in his ſorrows ie 
-partake of his joys; it they who have finn'd mul 
mourn; if man eannot-refoice in this life, and in a. 
nother too; What-ean the joys of workdings be, 
but unhappy ſymptoms of their being reproved fran 


everlaſting 


better 


fon in 


joy? And if this be the caſe ; with what 
eye can we behold their mirth than thi! 
of pity. Nay if this' dread thought awakes wot ab 
ohr pity ; OI What ſhall exelte compa 


us? 


difpleaſing lobe 


Al! Let us leave the contumaeious wicked to en- 


joy their miſerable gladneſs. Let us, 
verſe, lament while they rejoice” chat, 


time to weep ſhall come, we may de ſerve lo 


partakers in their 


Ah Chriftians ! You are after all but delicate 


diers ; if you cannot reſolve to ſhare a whilein the 
ſorrows of your” ſacred leader JESUS. 
quite miſtaken; if you hope 


You 
to taſte of pf 


here, and. in another world: Nay, if you thiok, 


our ſorrow turn'd into joy; and not, by joining 


their falſe aluority, 


eaſufe 


on the fe- 
when thel 


5. 
ſol⸗ 
ale 


that 
af 


any pleaſure can be found in this; or that all which 

wears « face of joy on earth is real joy. No, no: 
NL in this 

a of a diſtaſte for every earthly pleaſure. 

| what greater pleaſure can there be than that 
which is felt in the want of reliſh for the world's 
enjoyments; in a ſovereign contempt for all which 
is earthly ; in a ſpotleſs liberty of heart, a perfect 
purity of conſcience, a life of peace and grace, quite 
void of terrors of the approach of death; Ab ! This 
is joy indeed: This is a joy which belongs only to 
the juſt : This is capable of filling the whole heart 
of the good, and anticipating in their ſouls the bea- 
titude of heaven, even in the midſt of their tranſi- 
ent ſorrows. Who then, who can doubt but that 
the ſorrows of the juſt, are matter of the juſteſt e- 
mulation, as they are the faithful ſeeds of a joy be- 
yond limits, a joy without end! 

To you then ſhould properly belong, O facred 
champions of God's glory, to defend his cauſe at 
preſent : You whoſe dauntleſs fortitude, as if en- 
trench'd in bodies of ſteel, and bowels of adamant, 
has cauſed eventyranny itſelf to tremble, while it be- 
held you ſuffering for Gop the moſt excruciating tor- 
ments, and ſaw, at the ſame time, the bittereſt tor- 
tures yield you exquiſit delight. O the fine ſight 
it muſt be, beloved brethren, to ſee thoſe holy heroes 
forſake their wedded loves, their tender babes, their 
friends and families, to follow chearfully a barba- 
rous band of executioners: abandon = 
where they abode with ſo much eaſe and ſplendor, 
to earth elves alive in dungeons, where they 
are fed with ſorrows, and buried in a loathſome ob- 
ſcurity ; walk 2 red-hot coals or bars, as if they 
were on paths of flowers; ſeaſt upon their pains, a- 
midſt the flaming, piles, and chant- out pſalms of hea- 
n agoni ing ſwans, to ſooth deſpond- 

o you like wiſe belongs the going honour to our 
Gov: O 2 — To yon: O intrepid 
ſtrugglers againſt a giddy world | To you: O cou- 
ragenus innocents, who wiſely preſerved a life of 
candour, by a preventing ;ſtate. of anticipated pe- 
nance | For you are beſt Judges, what you ind b 

you gain d by 
the exchange ; when, finding the world full -ick- 
foe in it's very joys, you turn'd your backs on it, 


to ſeek the enjoyment. of r. God, ſo lovely in hi 

ve e. 0 Poul] Anthony / OO Laas, 
= h 

3 letbinks, when I contemplate 


ly buried in your penitential cave; 
2 
very day's oy, to your t taſk / 

lament, and hgh and mourn. But ah Co 
the tears which flow along your, checks: Sweet the 
highs which iſſue from 75 bleſſed/hearts. O bleſ- 

| e 
$ 


hful to your e- 


ents | O heavy fobn of the; | 
Gd Ter e/a.of Jesv —— — mo 
dd vou not ſpend. in tears, and ſighs and lamenta- 
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tions? And ah! How? how pleaſing the employ | 
How charming indeed muſt it not bes when way 
tears but made you thirſty after more, when your 
inceſſant prayers were ---- To offer and be fcorn'd 


for Chriſt ---- Either to ſuffer, or to die for Jxsvs! 


Hail, glorious ſaints then, whoſe lives are the beſt ar- 
gument of what the experienced St. Auguſtin ſo e- 
legantly ſay'd : © Sweeter by far are the tears of 8 
4% penitential ſpirit, than all the joys of theatres, ” 
Hence then I argue; and, I think, not foreign to 
the purpoſe; If the loving providence. of the Al- 
mighty has placed ſo much delight in theſe virtues, 
which are, after all, of the moſt rugged, the moſt 
difficult ; If it changed coals of fire into lowers far 
bis martyrs; if it turn'd the moſt horrid deſerts in- 
to gardens of delight, to his favourit hermits ; how 
can it be doubted, but that every ſorrow, which the 
juſt are foppreſt with by the world their enemy, 
will, by him be changed inte joy? Ah! if ſuch 
the previous conſolations with which they are conſo- 
led, who in this life piouſly mourn with Chriſt in the 
fleſh ; what joy may we not conceive, they will be 
rewarded with by Chriſt when in glory? Ah! 
What then are the little tranſient ſorrows of the juſt 
in this life, but matter of the juſteſt nobleſt emula- 
tion? Well then might St. Paul ſay, that the ſuffer- 
ings of this time are not worthy to be compared to the 
future glory which ſball be reveal'd in us, * and 
which thoſe ſufferings ſhall end in. 

O thrice 7 ns 7 juſt ! m muſt en- 
vy you your ineſs of weeping and lamenting a 
latle — — 5 your ſorrows Gall Fo foon be 
turn'd into joy ? Courage then, Chriſtians ige —4 
ſelves. Don't give credit to the language f -ligen» - 
tiouſneſs, to the ſophiſtic fallacies of worldings: 
Yield rather to the force of reaſon, The vicious 
worldings, to flatter their fallacious appetites, with 
the bitter,joys of theixjown inverted deportment, call 
modeſty, a melancholy; temperance, a penury z. and 
meekneſs, a ſtupidity. Becauſe the pious are apt 
to appear with a countenance compoſed, with hum- 
ble air, and ſerious deporiment; they falſely gather 
thence, that Gop -treats his ſervants with the 
rougheſt uſage, and gives them nothing to feed on 
but gall and wormwood. Ah | They are ſtrangers 
to · the ſweet delights of the ſpiritual Manna, hidden 
under that gravity of features: They ate ignorant, 
what it is to be.as /orrawful, yet alwdys.repaicingt 
There has been a Solomon, tired and ſurfeited of 
earthly joys; tho' ſought with eagerneſs 5 tho“ 


% 


reap'd with. caſe ; tho” enjoy d in their moſt flatter- 


ing But never was there found as yet one 
ſaint, who quarrel'd with his ſorrows. - Even holy 
Jos, who depreciates the gaieties of life, with eve- 
y vilifying epithet, was never heard to vent one 
int reproach. againſt his dunghill. Surely then the 
ſorroys of the good muſt want the force to regch 
* Romans viii. +.2 Cor. vi. ; 
Ff 2 | their 
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their heart; or there muſt be a certain ſomething 
of exſtatic joy within, which blunts the Edge of 
them, and will not ſuffer them to affect it. 

And yet, this notwithſtanding, I don't pretend to 
deny that the firſt entrances of virtue may be ſome- 
what rugged and untractable in the beginning to un- 


experienced feet. But then: For little you ad- 
vance ; the rugged path ſmooths-up before you. 


And this I'll venture to promiſe, that, at every ſtep 
you take to move-on reſolutely towards perfection, 
your ſpirits, your ſtrength, and your comfort will 
augment. 

The children of Iſrael ſet- out on their eſcape 
from the oppreſſive ſervitude of Egypt to ſeek their 
freedom in the deſert, and afterwards their felicity 
in the land of Promiſe. On the margin of the ſex 
they look-back ; and behold Pharaob, (word in hand, 
purſues them with a powerful army at his heels of 
enemies all powerful, all exaſperated, all arm'd and 
breathing revenge. Judge you the plight the poor 
fugitives muſt be in, anxious, diſturb'd, diſmay'd 
and doubtful, how to evade the impending dangers 
threatening them on every fide. To face-about is 
the ſame as to ruſh upon inevitable ruin, amidſt a 
furious people ready to devour them; amid'ſt a 
thick array of ſcimetars, ready unſheathed for butch- 
ery: And to throw themſelves into the flood, is en- 
countering an army of waves, and a nation of 
monſters, Dreadful dilemma ? Muſt they wait 
for deſtruction, or run to provoke it? O the per- 
plexities ! O the panics ! 2 the agonies | But Mo- 

ſes lifts his wonder-working rod: And lo! ſeas di- 
vide from ſeas; they enter the waters; monſters 
diſappear ; the waves ſubſide ; Pharaob is beſotted ; 
his army overwhelm'd; the way lies before them 
ſmooth and open; their retreat is ſecured behind by 

the re- joining floods: And the path, as they paſs a- 

long, inſtead of ſands and weeds, is overſpread with 
flowers. Out of the water which was before, ſays 
the Wiſe-man, there appear'd dry land, and in the 
red-ſea, a way without impediment, and out of the 
enormous deep @ ſpringing field.. And as lambs 
they rejoiced, magnifying thee, O Lord who did'ft 
deliver them. * Before they attemped the ford: O 
_ what difficulties ! what dangers threaten'd | Once 


they moved-on: O what eaſe and ſafety they found! 


2 „What terrors oppreſſed them | Afterwards, 
what joy reſtored them! As lambs they rejoiced, 
"magnifying thee, O Lord, who did'ſt deliver them. 

What more natural picture than this can we figure 

io ourſelves of thoſe intrepid fouls, who, bravely 

turning their backs on the more than Egyptian ſla- 
very of this world, undertake, to follow Jxsus 
through the paths which he has laid open to them 

by his all-ſmoothing croſs? Ere they ſet-out, O 

what reluQances | What diffidences What recoil- 
 angs of the heart! But once they have advanced a 

* Wiſdom al.. 


> 


ſep or, two, how does all terror vaniſh | How does 
the way grow ſmooth | How ſoon is their ſorrow 
turn'd into joy ! Still then, O Chriſtians, wlll you 


_ heſitate to follow Chriſt? Ah! Will you ſtill de. 


ſpond? © What, you cry, ſhall I then break 
this friendſhip? Shall I diſmiſs all this attendance! 
I mortify this ſenſuality ; I conquer this averſion? 
* I reſtore theſe fruits of fraud? I recall this calum- 
* ny? I retrench this pomp, this luxury? I di- 
* vorce this paſſion, this folly, this evil-habit, this 
* lawleſs love? I henceferth decline all ſport, all 
*© paſtime, all enjoyment of the earth? Alas 
* What would the world not fay ? And what 2 
*« gantlope muſt I not prepare for of gibes and 
*© ſneers and laughs, and ſmart reflections? But 
away, Chriſtians, away with theſe coward reaſon- 
ings. . Begin the journey once, and you alſo ſhall 
find the way before you ſtrew'd with flowers. Tou. 
ſhall be made forrowful, for a while; But ſoon your 
ſorrow ſhall be turn'd into joy: In a word, your ve- 
ry bearts ſhall rejoice: And even as lambs ibo 
Hall rejoice, magnifying thee, O Lord,who wi! f del. 
ver them, What ſhall I ſay ? O bliſsful mourning, big 
with ſuch exſtatic comfort ! O ſeeds of joy beyond 
expreſſion! O ſorrows worthy our nobleſt emu- 
lation 

* Fine talk, you'll ſay ! But don't we ſee quite 
the reverſe? Don't we ſee thoſe perſons, who 
undertake to follow Chriſt, always penſive, grave 
and anxious; full of circumſpection; confining 
all their ſentiments to rigorous laws; neve! 
brightening at entertainments; never new with 
modes and fafhions; never elevated with nes 
** employs, new honours, new acquiſitions z rarelſ 
at balk, ſeldom at entertainments, very ſeldom at 
any gay amuſements; and yet with all this, fre- 
quently harraſs'd with ſickneſs, poverty, diſaſter 
* and unexcited inſults? If all this then be true; 
„ how are all their ſorrows converted into jojs? 
I this be gentleneſs with Gop ; what muſt bs 
* rigours be? But O mortals! How long 
you let yourſelves be thus impoſed upon by outs 
ſeemings? How long will you judge the works 
Gop, without ſo much as knowing even the 
merits of the cauſe ? Why do you not inform you" 
ſelves more clearly of the truth, by your own Pact 
tice? Why not, try what are the ſovereign cha 
of a good conſcience to ſilence every ſorrow ? 

not obſerve how fertil and how florid are the ** 
by which your Saviour leads his followers? Ah 
reaſon is that you imagin the way more fu 3 
more difficult, more dangerous, and your croſs m 
heavy than it is. I don't difpute that there 
hardſhips to endure, if you will carry on your — 
after Chriſt. But Mill I ſay, rugged as the An 
may be, it is eaſier and ſafer to run along than 
Heavy as your croſs may be, it- is lighter — & 
than to drag. I don't then deny, the foro” . 
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juſt have Gop to 


— 
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the juſt to be a heavy croſs ; but I pretend that they 
are of an eaſy, nay a . carriage; becauſe the 
upport them under it. God 
himſelf deſcends and abides within them, to conquer 
every difficulty with his forces. The juſt in ſhort 
fatigue a little for Gov, but at the ſame time they 
fatigue along with him. And who may not emu- 
late and nobly envy the ſufferings and ſorrows of 
thoſe, who endure indeed alittle affliction for Gop, 
but happily endure it in the ſociety of Gop ? 
The patriarch Jacob ſubmitted to a fourteen-years 
ſervitude, for the love of his darling Rachel. The 
ſtory I believe is more generally known than applied, 
and better remember'd than reflected on. In the 
Firſt ſeven years, there is no doubt, but he muſt 
have endured fome fatigue : But the ſacred Code al- 
ſures us, that this fatigue was not immoderate; in as 
much as it was render'd light by the vigour of his 
affection: Jacob therefore ſerved for Rachel ſeven 
years; and they ſeem'd but a few days, becauſe of the 
greatneſs of bis love. In the — ſeven years, 
however we find not the leaſt ſymptom of ſorrow, 
not the leaſt hint of fatigue. But whence this dif- 
ference? Did not Jacob ſerve theſe other ſeven years 
with equal punctuality, labour and ſweat ? Doubt- 
leſs, he, did. Whence came it then, that the 4 
ſeven years were but lightly fatiguing ; the /aft ſe- 
ven free from all fatigue ? Ah! The reaſon, which 
an ingenious expoſitor gives us, 1s clear and conſo- 
ling. — during the fir term of his ſervitude, 
was labouring for Rachel; whom he already lo- 
ved, but as yet poſſeſs'd only in hopes: In the ſe- 
cond, he was toiling for Rachel in the poſſeſſion of 
Rachel. He who ſuffers for a beloved object, which 
he wiſhes to poſſeſs, feels but little pain; becauſe 
the edge of his pains blunted by his hopes, is not a- 
cute enough to wound him, or wounds him but 
gently. He, who reaches to enjoy for a companion 
in his toils, the fondled obje& of his toils, not only 
does not ſuffer, but reaps delight from his labours ; 
becauſe the little bitter which ſtill adhered to his fa- 
tigues, is abſorb'd by the ſweets of the beloved poſ- 
ſeſſion. Dear-loved Chriſtians I It is not of Jacob, 
as you may miſtakenly fancy, that I mean principal- 
ly totalk: No: I am talkin of every good Chri- 
ian. I mean to aſk you: What ſorrows, what la- 
bours, what pains, they can be ſenſible of, who ſuf- 
fer for Gop? Who fuffer with Gov? Look 
favour'd ſouls : You ſuffer for God, as Facob 4 
fer'd for Rachel; and this thought alone ought to 
ſuffice to ſweeten every pain. Vou fuffer with 
Jop as Jacob did with Rachel; and this fole re- 
fleQtion — not only ſweeten all your ſorrows, but 
even turn them into joys. And has not your graci- 
ous Gop given you the affurance of all this 
A Courage, ſays Be, by the” mouth of bis prophet 
4 outage, my dear-loved children: For 15 l- 


operation. If you perſevere then to make a good 
uſe of your ſufferings and ſorrows ; Chriſt wil 


*© bouring with you. You have but half the weight. 


cc 


upon you of the labours you mult paſs through: 
„Ihe other half your Gop will chearfully co- o- 
+ perate to bear along with you. Yes, You ſbal! 
* ſerve bim with one ſhoulder. * The other he will 
„ ſupply. Fear not: Let not your bands be flacł- 
end. The Lord your God in the midſt of you 
« ſtrong and mighty, be will ſave you: He will re- 
« joice upon you in lan ; He will be ſilent in 
* bis love: He will be joyful upon you in praiſe. + 
Ah! beloved Chriſtians ſuch are the endearing 
invitations your Gop and Saviour gives you, in 
the Holy Scriptures to ſuffer for and with him, that 
you may reign both in and through him. Such the 
gracious promiſes he makes you to lighten, nay, to 
remove, the ſorrows you encounter for him. You 
muſt then indeed be extremely in the wrong ; if to 
ſuch tenderneſs you ſtill correſpond with obſtinacy 
and frowardneſs, and all for fear of a little ſorrow : 
Sorrow which has little more of what it expreſſes 
than the name: Sorrow which has little duration 
more than momentary : Sorrow which is fruitful 
in nothing leſs than eternal joy. While you are in 
this vale of tears you muſt weep and be fad. It is 
the time of your pregnancy, Chriſtians. And what 
do you imagin you are pregnant with but Jxsus 
Cur1sT, whom you conceived in baptiſm, There 
he began to form himſelf in your ſouls ; by another 
kind of formation indeed than that in the womb of 
his bleſſed” virgin-mother: A formation of grace. 
In her he was form'd, by the Holy Ghoſt, all at 
once, and perfectly form'd: But in the ſouls of 
Chriſtians he is form'd by degrees, is form'd thro* 
the operation, of his grace, improved, by our co- 


„at 
length, be perfectly form'd in you, and you ſhall 
beisg Him 1 2 / rfe& in . actions, gow is, 
ou ſhall become ſo like to N Cur1srT, that 
is eternal Father will acknowledge you for his 
children; admit you to ſhare of bis felicity; and 
convert your ſorrow into jey. Then ſhall this 


ſickneſs torment no more; that calumny give no 


more ſhame; this other loſs afflict no longer: That 
other grievance be repait d. Now, indeed, are 

like a woman, obo, when ſhe fravelleth, bath ſor- 
row; becauſe ber hour it come, t for ſuffering. . 
But then you ſhall.be like her when deliver d: 
Who, When ſbe hath brought forth: the child, re- 
membereth no more the men, er joy; that a man 


i; born into the world. J, Fot then you alſo, har- 
ing brought forth Jesus CnRisr in your lives, 
ſhall no 7, | 
with exftacies of joy. Then, in a word, your bears 

| Par rejoice and your joy no-one ſhall take from you. 


ore remember your paſt ſorrows,...dut 


O, be it ſo, alf-bounteous. Gov We earneſtly 
implore Thee: In the-name, ke. 


* Sypbeniar ili, + this, t. is bi Gepe. 5, Wide 
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On the Fourth SUNDAY after EASTER. 


ne St. JOHN, xvi. 7. 
It is expedient for you, that I zo. For I go not; 
tbe comforter ſhall not come to you: But if I go; 
T will fend bim to you. 


FXYHRIST, beloved auditors, loved his diſci- 

A ples with an affection purely ſpiritual; and 
th e well might he expect the like unmixt af- 
fection from them. The love of Chriſt's diſciples 
for him was partly ſenſual; and therefore no won- 
der he ſhould not be pleaſed with it. Their hearts 
were too ſenſitively attach'd to his bodily preſence z 
and this attachment was ſuch a bar to the preſence 
of his divine ſpitit in them, that he abſolutely de- 
clared to them, that they ſhould never be partakers 


"of the latter, til tie bad wean'd them from the for- 


'mer departing from them. It is expedient for 
vu, 805 J go: For if I yo Jo Ag com- 


4 a ret not come to yew, If I had told you, 
, 


beloved, without quoting my authority, that a ſen- 
| foal attachment even to the human nature of Jz- 
sos CHkisr is an impediment to the ſacred opera- 
tions of His divine Spirit in you; you would have 
Hardly believed me. For, What can be more ſeem- 


* wry Tay, enviable, Than an -excefs of 
2 


dn for that 'Btefſed body, which was the price 
of our ranſom? O happy, happy exceſs (you would 
cy) which tends to the linking us inſe _ 
. to that model of purity !” And yet you foe fu 

"an affektion, fuch an attachment, when ſenſual, 


und therefate derogatory to the more ſublime love 


Which we ought to cultlvate for both his divine and 


buman mature, is Aiſpleaſing even to Js us himiſelf; 
Aud therefore he decfares Hlmſelf under the neceſſi- 


of weanlitlg all thoſe 'frotn it Who are to be aQu- 
ated With His Holy Spirit. / 1 go not the com- 
"I er. Dal not come to 8 ö Your affeQion for 
or me is tender; but then your tenderneſs. has 
<< fornethingg/ih ir of Tenſual, fottiething of carnal : 
4 "Whereas the Comforter is all ſpirit and will not 
*'refide in any but a heart Which is void of all but 
* what is ſpifitual, and unattach'd to any created 
het, "as ſith. It 7; expedient e ee that 


*T'go. Betauſe f 1 45 you will be ſomewhat. 


enſual tenderneſs for me: 


«© wean'd from your nels IE 
| for my human nature will 


* Your 


= 
-— 


N 


become more ſubſervient to your ſpiritual love o 
my divine and human ſubſtance: And then you 
hearts will be fitter to receive the Holy Ghyf, 
« and / will ſend bim to you.” 7 

O Chriſtians of mine! If then, as it appear, 
the leaſt degree of ſenſual attachment is of ſuch 
dangerous tendency, though fixt on ſo pure, ſo bo- 
ly an object as the ſacred humanity of Chriſt ; hos 
very dangerous (think I) muſt it not be, to ſuffer 
your hearts to be attach'd to any objects inconll- 


tent with a 


e and perfect love of Gap? Thi 


reflection it is, which leads me now to exhort ts 
to baniſh from your breaſts every attachment which 


.torwards not that 


God. To render then my advice the 
I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew you; 
I. The nature of ſenſual attachments, and the 

marks to know them by; and, 
The danger of fuch attachments, and the 
methods of ſhunning them. 
* O0 Gp Thou plenitude of bliſs I embitter b 


II. 


Sour ſouls and ſenſes every object 


rfect love yon owe to Gop 1 


more effectua, 


which does nt 


* Tead to Thee: And fince Thou haet made ov! 
"© "hearts ious to enjoy Thee, lev them be 


void of all beſide thyſel 


'* reſtleſs till they repoſe in Thee. 


I. When I talk of fenſual attachments to creats! 
objects inconfiſtent with the pure and-perfed lot 
we owe to our Lord God, it cannot well be 
poſed that I mean to, talk of thoſe which are 
parable from actual or habitual ſip, whether 
or venial. It being ſelb evident that ever) attach. 


ment 


mediately 


to ſin is not only | 


and not only; inconſiient -with 4 perfect ie 
» but, def 


frustive of it. 


G . 
© There are, befnies thoſe. affections which are in 
ſinful, and therefore evidently to be * 


Nay keep them ever 


but Dime 


voided, others of a leſs obvious nature; — 


not, however, always unpernicious in their 
nces. Such are thoſe attachments tocarthly $09” 
which hurry mankind into the perpetual reſtleſ pu 
ſuit of riches, pleaſures, power 


- quences. 


and eſteem. 


we cannot be ſaid to be attach'd to theſe, if we _ | 


em 


rſue them with reference to G 
only as they are ihe means of 


op, and 
loving 
honouring 


O 
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it is not them we love, but Gay in them. An 


1 | earthly attachment is a violent affeQion, the turbu- 


dent i uoſity of a heart, which, ſeeking itſelf in 
the object it fondles, is carried or rather hurried 
out of itſelf into the created good, which attracts 
it, 'This kind of attachment, as it is always fix'd, 
in oppoſition to the eſtabliſhꝰd oeconomy of the di- 
vine dictates, on objects unworthy of, or not wholly 


deſerving, the affection of the foul, is ever attended 


with diſorderly tumults in the heart ; often robs it 
of all reſt; and makes it loſt to it's owner, loſt 
to itſelf, even to a degree of madneſs or folly. I 
A ——— 

e of the s of convu by 
voracity of ſtomach, 2 of 2 
every limb: At other times I have ſeen it carried to 
the reverſed extremes, decay of appetite, a total 
loſs of reſt and fleep, and almoſt common feeling: 
Which if not 8 ied in time; cauſes a flow - con- 
fuming ſanguor, that dries the marrow, 
waſtes the {ceds of life, denen deſpair ant © | 


untimely death. I 


Such are the common progreſſions of attach- 
ments to the very lighteſt things; if not in time 
reſtrain'd. Nay,. there is no faying, to what ex- 
travagance of any paſſion -or 
moſt trivial earthly objects may proceed; if it be 
ſuffer'd to get head and become violent For every 
violence of affection is a kind of drunken r 
ſoul, which unbraces all it's harmony, ar 


„ With- 
out regard to the merit or demerit of the things he 


bes, worries the whole man with a frenzy of fond- 


neſs for it, ſo as to keep him ever on the rack of 
jealouſy, for fear any befides himſelf ſhould enjoy, 
o even wiſh to enjoy itz of elſe ſo as to tortute 
him with reſtleſs hatred fot all he are not equally 
enamour'd with the object he fondles. Such ate 


ment: Diforders in themſelves abſolutely inſup- 
portable. And therefore, as ho man, — "At 
anſwer how ſoon the circumſtances gathering round 


his affe ction, or the object it is fix*d upon, will 


render his attachment violent; it muſt h be- 
hove a men to ſtand perpetually Times Hef 
1 letting their heutts be attach d to km Crent- 

objects, though ever fo "trifling, ever © ino 
dent. And the more ought they to ſtand upon their 


= guard as all have the ſeeds bf fuch 2 pernicious at- 


tachment in them; and thoſe feeds in eyeryrone are 


A big with the like evil fruits: Every-one, fays"St. 


* 1 | 1 0 
amet, * is tempted by Bis 640n concupr ſer ner ab-. 


ſtracted and allured. Aſteru ] 
red. wards con | 
when it bath conrerved, bringeth | forth F Poſer — 
„ when it is co nſummate, engendereth death. 
* Chap... 8 


Aion for the 


of the 


On the Fourth SUNDAY, &c. 219 


honouring him. For then our love of them is calm, 
orderly, and ſubordinate to the love of the divine 
donor of them : Or rather, to ſpeak more properly, 


To know therefore when our affections for cre-- 
ated objects are free from dangerous attachment and 
when not, we muſt pry into the effects of them in us. 
If their operations are calm and regular; if they keep 
an exact conformity with the love and duty we owe 
to Gor; as dur God ; if we make them not ends 
but means, and love the creatures only for the crea- 
tor's fake; in a 80 70 if, mindful that every = 
lent preſent, as St. James fays, + and every perfect 
7 is — above, deſcending from the Ne of 

zbts, all our fondneſs for the goods of this life is 
bounded to the applying them to ſuch uſes as we 
think will beft anſwer the intention or the divine do- 
nor of them; and, at the ſame time, we endeavour to 
uſe them without ſenſuality, and to be ready to part 
with them without regret; we have great room to 
comfort ourſelves with the hopes, that our affec- 
tions for. earthly things are not attachments to them. 

But—-for little exceſs, irregularity, or diſorder, we 
difcover in our love for created beings ; for little it 
breaks - in upon our accompliſhment of the ordi- 
mances, nay the councils of Gop; for little, in 
ſhort, that. it obftraQs, or oven damps, the fervor. 
of our love for him; our earthly love is dangerous 
and we ought, by all means to fappreſs it as a per- 
nioious attachment. bu :4 | 266 berg 

There are #br-e ſorts of objects which are apt to 
inſinuate themſelves imo the heart of man: ; 
which operate by the inſtigations of ſenſuality: 

Thoſe which owe all their attractives to the ſecret 
impulſe of nature: And thoſe- which receive all 
their activity from the: diQtates of : devotion: * The 
fr ft fort are in themſelves neither good nor bad; if 
*confider'd abſtractedly from the effacts hey pro- 
duee: Such are worldly pomp and ſplendor, gaiety 
of dreſs and brilliancy of equipage : Such are balls, 
operas, comedies, and publie feaſts, and public 
Hos. All Which it is abſolutely poſſible to re- 
coneile with the niceſt mnocence: And yet, if we 
: confider them in practice, how apt they are to. diſſi- 


the diſorders attending every violence of attach- pate the foul, to enervate heaventy aſfections, and 


baniſh from the heart thoſe nobler objects which 
ought to.engroſs it; we cannot but ſee chat every 
degree of love for them is a dangerous attachment, 
which y Chriſtian ought to guard againſt, who 


* yaphic trocGop, 09, ODD 441 
Again, "Phat ſternu ſort of objects, which, with 


the voice of nature, ea upow us for affection: 
Such. as a parent, + child; a confort, a relation, a 
benefactor and a friend; have nothiag of swil in 
them of themfelves; but, om che e real 
goods and worthy of ohr uffectiom Tis we rdif- 
Dei them into evils, by loving them to an undue 
exceſs; by Tuſſering oer ageckon for them de gaile 
di ſorderiy tumulis in our breaſts; by carrying our 


*in 


louſy, ſollicitude, or negle& of ſuperior duties, 
ſuch as the duty of advancement in the — of God, 
of perfect conformity with his divine commands, 

and of intire ſubmiſſion of ourſelves and all things 
to his all- wiſe diſpoſal. And it is this exceſs which 
| makes our affection for them a mere eatthly attach- 
| ment, and ourſelves unworthy of the name of diſ- 
1 ciples of Chriſt. Hence Chriſt himſelf declares, 
| that even this love, though ſo natural, ſo lawful, 
| 


ſo commendable-in itſelf (if it be carried to exceſs, 
: if it be not regulated by Chriftian prudence, and 
ſubordinate to the will of Gop) is extremely dan- 
gerous; and may — yu to a nar of Chriſt 
the privilege of a diſciple; by infringing upon the 
Fu £42 due to Chriſt. ns love tb Naben or mo- 
| tber, ſon or daughter above me, is not wartby of 
| me, ſays Chriſt, * Nay, our divine Lord, expreſſes 
| Himſelf: elſewhere in yet ſtronger terms: If any 
| | man, ſays he, f come to. me and bate net his. father 
and mother, and wife and children, and brethren 
and. ſefttrs, nay, and his, own life beſides; be cannot 
the my diſciple. So far then from letting the love of 
created objects, even of thoſe which the laws of 
nature command us to love, break-in upon the ſu- 
-perior love we owe to the {ſovereign ſource of their 
and our beings: If we mean to have any part with 
Chriſtin Gop.; we muſt convert into hatred every 
afﬀfeQion for them which any way obſtructs our ad- 
-vancement in the pure love of him. x 
But there is another kind of objects, both with- 
in and without us, to all appearance, of a far more 
delicate nature: Thoſe I mean which receive all 
their influence in our affection from the dictates of 
devotion, and which are therefore deem id goods of 
the holieſt, nay, of the moſt deſirable kind. And 
yet even theſe are but tos often fruitful in the diſ- 
.omders'and exceſſes. I have already mention'd ; and 
therefore all degrees of attachment to them ought 
to be equally avoided: Such are your very, frequent 
confeſſions and communions, tenderneſſes in rayer, 
ſrequent, ſpiritual conferences, inward conſoſations, 
holy diſſolvings of the ſoul in time of meditation, and 
other religious-comforts, which  devout.perſons are 
often favour'd with. Theſe, are all. in themſelves 
-great''and.,.defixable; bleſſings, where, the, perſon, 
Who is indulged-with-4heta, is under the direction 
of a prudent, learned, holy and experienced paſtor; 
and in a chriſtian readineſs to renounce them, when 
- Gad ſhall he pleaſed to afffict him withhe. denial 
of them. But whenever this readineſs is wanti 
7 in the A or the director is not wholly verſ- 
* ed in the illuſions attending on too great a fondneſs 
or theſe ſpiritual ſenſations; they are nat ſafe. 
And therefore is it of the utmoſt conſequence for 
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| + Chriſtians to guard | againſt, an;exceſs of defice or 
-:fondneſs of them; leſt, from a ſſate of piety; a fud- 
Ii den diſappoĩntment throw them into an abſolute in- 
| * St. Matth, x, + St. Luke xiv. 11 + 

40 


a 
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devotion and tepidity. For, how often does it hap. 
pen, that a perſon, who has been indulged with Wl 
theſe kinds of ſpiritual comforts, on the firſt barren. 
neſs of . devotion, grows melancholy, is tired with 
the leaſt aridity, grows fractious, dejected, diſcou- 
raged ; murmurs at his affliction, repines, and gives 
himſelf up to. ſpiritual ſloth the mother of ever 
VICE: 

Another danger too attending on theſe imperfed 
degrees of piety, is ſpiritual pride? This often hur- 
ries devout perſons into a fond opinion of their ow: 
little, religious actions, or makes them, at leal, 
tender of the reputation of being devout. An 
therefore ought we, with redoubled ſeriouſneſs, t 
be upon our guard always to think but meanly d 
ourſelves, and never to deſire more reputation, that 
is profitable to the edification of our neighbour a 
the promotion of the Almighty's honour. The 
chief means then of effecting this will be a tou 
ſubmiſſion of ourſelves to Gop in ſpirituals as vel 
as temporals, without ever deſiring any interml 
comforts more than Gop is pleaſed to give us, ud 
thoſe only as long as he ſees them proper for u. 
O, how many. ſouls. have been loſt for want of ths 
ſubmiſſion ! How many have fallen into fin, illuſion, 
hereſy, damnation, by too great an attachment t0 
ſpritualized ſenſuality. And how many, for wan 
of making Gop the chief mover of all their fcc 
tions, have render'd the greateſt ſpiritual bleſſing 
the ſevereſt curſes | Such is the nature and ſuch the 
marks of earthly attachment. 


II. After what I have faid, it is almoſt need 
to add any thing, Chriſtians, to convince you, bot 
very dangerous it is to ſuffer your hearts to be i 
tached to aught which is carthly, when you bave* 
God who is worthy, and has a right to engt 
your affections. It is ſufficient to convince Vs 
this,. that we reflect only on the greatneſs of the 1. 
jury we do to Go: An injury ſo much the mat 
crying, as he has commanded us to give our be 
_wholly. to him, and has a right to thoſe hearts, 1 
conſideration of What he is; what we are, and! 7 | 
he has done for us: A GOD who created us out 
nothing, and created us for the enjoyment of 7 
ſelf 12 Author and our end. I the Lord, lay 
he, am your beginning and your end. What ther 
can we expect; Fi we. alienate our hearts from by 
by attaching. them to or dividing them 17 


2 
2 


creatures, but that he ſhould with- hold his f 
U 


Erg 


from us and fulfill his word, the Holy Ghoſt ſos 
come to. you And what have we then to 1 1 
te our 


C 


_ riouſly to break with the world and reun | 
to him? What have we to truſt to but gw 1 
io employ the main emotion of our ſouls; C hi 
mean, to link ourſelves to 'Gop. It was 100 
love, that Salomon, that experienced World 8, 


* Apocal. i. ; av 


w the vanity ef every affection which tended not 
* otros = perfect love of Gop he ſaw 
the emptineſs of every other object out of him. 
Let us then, beloved brethren, learn wiſdom from 
his experience, and recur to a ſerious ſtudy of this 
ſacred affection: That we may drown all other af- 
fections in it. Let neither fleſh, nor blood, nor 
life, nor death, nor any other created thing, ſepa- 
rate us by falſe attachment, from that pure love of 
Gop which is in Cur1sT Jesws. Let us remem- 
ber that CRHRIU f himſelf would not ſuffer his apoſ- 
tles to be ſenſually attach'd even to ſo holy an ob- 
ject, ſo deſirable a good as his viſible preſence, but 
obliged them to renounce it for a time, as an im- 
pediment to their reception of the ampler commu- 
nications of his Holy Spirit: Becauſe that Holy Spi- 
rit requires a heart pure and void of every created 
affection which may leſſen the perfect love of Gov. 
If I do not go; the Holy Ghoſt ſball not come to 


you, 
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Wherefore then, beloved, let us henceforth en- 
deavour to throw- off all fondneſs for earthly things, 


though ſeemingly ever ſo innocent: That our hearts, 


as the compals is, when diſtant from it's favorit 

pole, may remain reſtleſs till they fix in Gov. 

Thou, G Gow, did'ſt create them to be fo ; and 

even in ſpite of our perverſity, are they ſo. Our 

& hearts, ſays St. Auguſtin, are reſtleſs, till they 

ce repoſe in Thee.” Yes, ſpite of all our perver- 
„Thou alone can'ſt ſettle them; Thou alone 


| repleniſh them. With other things they may be 


taken-up, but never fll'd. No: It is thy immen- 
ſity mult fill them, or they remain inſatiable. Fill 
them then, gracious Gop, with thy enlivening 
grace, and let all other objects ſicken (nay, deaden) 
to our ſouls but Thee. And ſince it is expedient 
for us, Lord, that Thou be ſometime corporally 
abſent from our eyes; fulfill thy gracious word, and 
ſend the Comforter to us. Which T'beſeech Thee; 
In the Name, &c. | 
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f St. JOHN, xvi. 24. | 
Until now you bave not aſd any thing in my name. 
2 you fball receive, that your joy may be 
11. 


1 72 wonder, beloved Chriſtians, why you ad- 


vvance ſo little in the great work of your Salva- 
tion; You wonder, nay, murmur, at the ill ſucceſs of 
your temporal induſtry: And, when Things run 
counter to Jour wiſhes ; how do you repine] But 
ah, deareft ellow-Chriſtians! Why do you won- 
der? Why do you repine? If you covet the grace 
and aſſiſtance of the Almighty ; why don't you aſk 
it? Is it ſo grievous a taſk to recur for reli when 
you may have it for aſking it? So deſirous is your 
divine benefaQor of granting you every thing you 
want, that he graciouſly condeſcends to court.you 
2 it of him, by a ſolemn iſe, that you 
y never ask in vain. Amen, Amen J t you : 

you af the Father any thing in my name; be will 
— it you. Whom then can to blame, but your- 

Aves, for the want of every bleſfing which is de- 


med you? The gifts of Gov are f. EIS 
| — fo 1 
Jet, O how — . T. 
Vor. I. | a 


ns in this 


particular! It is this remiſſneſs your Saviour ſo ten- | 
derly complains of in the ineftable words of my 4 
text: Until now you bave not aſt'd any thing in nx 
name. And I appeal to yourſelves, if he has not the 
juſteſt cauſe of complaint : Inſtead then of murmur- 
ing at his providence, and wondering that you re- 
ceive not every favour you wiſh for ; rather won- 
der that you receive any, while you really ask for 
none. 

„What! Chriſtians; and not pray? "Tis 2 
© miſtake: We ſay our prayers daily in private; 
hear public prayers on holy-days; and whenever 
« we want favours of God, are ready to ask them 
« in Chriſt's name.“ It may be fo: Chriſtians. 
But then, how do 8 ay your prayers? How do 

Dr. 


you ask bl | Every requeſt, is not a 
prayer; and Chriſt has not promiſed, that any, 


thing elſe ſhall be heard but our prayers, There 
fore I ſay to you, ſays Chriſt, * all ings whatſe- 
ever you aſt praying, believe that you ſhall receive; 
and they ſball come unto you. _ 4 2 
E Hence, beloved, is the myſtery unfolded, why: 1 
you want, and wiſh, and ask ſo many favours.of; 8 
Gop more than you receive. It is not, that your, . 
* Se. Mark xi. 
G g Saviour 


2 
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Saviour has deceived you: But you have deceived 
yourſelves. You have ask d, and ask'd, and ask d 
many things in the name of Chriſt. And yet, as he 
reproaches you, Until now you bave not aſt'd any 
thing in bis name: That is, you have not ask'd any 
thing praying. Hitherto you have uſed his holy 
name in vain; becauſe, you have either uſed it to 
wrong purpoſes, or in a wrong manner. Awake then, 
dear Fellow-Chriſtians, from your illuſion : Accept 
the gracious invitation of Chriſt to prayer. Aft and 
you ſball receive, that your joy may be 3 Ask as 
you onght; ask praying; and ask, for the future, 
with double diligence. That you may henceforth 
be able to practice this with ſucceſs, I ſhall briefly 


explain to you; 


I. The nature and neceſſary conditions of prayer; 
end, PEROT 
II. The fruitful, wondrous efficacy of it. 


© Mean time, O Thou, all-gracious Gop | 
“Part thy bright influence through our ſouls and 
& lift our hearts to Thee; that, taſting once the 
« ſweets of ſpiritual converſation with Thee, we 
% may grow eager after it and ſeek the true de- 
& light, which prayer affords to all who uſe it fre- 
4 quently and uſe it well.“ * 


I. Prayer is a kind of ſpiritual intercourſe with 
Gop: 'The only means we creatures have to con- 
verſe with, and entertain, our almighty Creator. 
Tis an humble elevation of the mind and heart to 
his divine Majeſty, to implore the grace, aſſiſtance 
and relief we want of him in our neceſſities. Now, 
if we conſider the infinit diftance between the Di- 
vine Being and us; if we but reflect on our own 
contemptible littleneſs, and the immenſity of his 

tneſs and glory; we cannot but know, that it 
_ - behoves us, in approaching to him, to ye the ut- 
moſt circumſpection in our behaviour as well ex- 
ternal as internal. - And, therefore, whenever we 

to our prayers we cannot place ourſelves in too 
reverential a poſture. With what profound reſpect 
ought we not to kneel, when we are talking to him 


How decently ought not our limbs to be compoſed ; 


our body erect; our knees on the ground; our eyes 


either modeſtly cloſed or devoutly fix'd on our book, 


or on bim, or his altar, or on whatever elſe may 
lift our attention to him | How carefully ought we 


not to avoid lolling, leaning, gazing on one ſide or 


be oimay, and every irreverence | What can be a 


eater 


Creator, in the very act of imploring his aſſiſtance? 


And yet, O immortal Majeſty of Heaven! O thou. 
before whom the angels of Heaven tremble, and the 
earth, ſhakes from it's foundations]! How often art 


e than to ſee a creature behave with 
indesency or andifference, , in the preſence. of his 


= 
— 
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+= 
thou thus groſly inſulted | How often do we behave, 
in praying to Thee, with an indignity of deport. 
ment, which we would not preſume to uſe to many 
of our fellow-inſets! And this is one cauſe, be- 
loved, why you ask in vain many of the favour; 
you want. 

Examen a little into your behaviour at prayer, 
and judge, from your deportment at it, whether or 
not it is worthy to be call'd prayer. Are you any 
ſooner on your knees than fitting back on your 
heels; lolling on the firſt bench or chair which i; 
near you; ſtaring about at every little rumour you 


hear; if not often interrupting = prayers in 


church with impertinent chat? Who can give! 
better account of faſhions at a play than you can at 

Church? Who is more cenſorious or watchful of : 
neighbour's conduct in a profane aſſembly than you 
are in the houſe of Gop? And can you call thi 
praying to Gop ? No, it is inſulting him. And, 
therefore, it is, as St. James the apoſtle ſays, that 
you have not, * you aſt not. That is, you do 
not aſt praying. You ask indeed; but not in 
manner becoming the dignity of prayer. In ſhort, 
ſays the ſame holy apoſtle, 2 ou aſk and receive nit, 
becauſe you aſk amiſs. Whatever you do then, 
Chriſtians, leave-oft ſuch indecencies. Demean 
yourſelves, in the awful preſence of Gop's all-ſee- 
ing majeſty, with a decorum at leaſt equal to that 
which you muſt think but due even to an earthly 
ſuperior. If you are ſick, or lame, or otherwiſe 
indiſpoſed for kneeling, ſtanding or ſitting may be 
ſometimes allow'd you. But then there is a reve- 
rence to be ſhewn in the eaſieſt poſture your cond: 
tion may require you to be in. In ſhort, converfin} 
with your Maker, whether ſick or well, whethe 
kneeling, ſtanding, fitting, or laid-down, in bed d 
out; your external carriage ſhould expreſs internal 
reverence, And this is one condition neceſſary t0 
raiſe your petitions conformable to the nature 0 
prayers. 

And yet, beloved, it is the lex of the many con- 
ditions with which your petitions ought to be 4. 
companied. If your limbs ſhould be thus compo 
ed, while you are at prayers, how much more com- 
poſed ought your mind and heart to be? Go {6 
the one and the other as diſtinctly as he does Jou 
external members: And, therefore, cannot but 
anger'd to indignation, when he ſees a creature fie 
ſuming to call his attention down upon it; while, at 
the ſame time, that very creature diſdains to hoo 
his awful Majeſty with the attention which is {ot 
reignly his due. Nay, he expreſty declares his 15 
8 at ſuch treatment by the mouth of b 

0 


y prophet 1/atab. And our divine Saviour ſe- 


iterates it to the Phariſees of his time: 1 7 Hb 
crites ! well bath Iſaiah prophefied of pen Jays 
\* 1/ciab xx. | + 864 Maud. xl. ne, 
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This Graple bonoureth me with their lips; but their 


heart is far from me: And in vain do they wor- 


ſhip me. Ah Chriſtians ! Chriſtians! Are there no 


Phariſees here? No Hypocrites among you? Have 
you never ſtood in the preſence of your Gop, with 

our lips uttering petitions to him: while your 
lh have run riot after obſects quite foreign to 
him? If you have; in vain did you worſhip him; 
If you have; your worſhip was a profanation of his 
his dread Majeſty. And, therefore, is it no won- 
der, if, inſtead of bleſſings, you reap'd curſes to 
ourſelves: No wonder, if, inſtead of departing 
better'd in yourſelves, better'd in your circumſtan- 


ces, you have gone from his preſence in a worſe 


ſituation of body, ſoul and circumſtance than you 
were in before. The reaſon is plain: You aſt d and 
received not, becauſe you aſt'd amiſs. 
But then, beloved, let your lips and your hearts 
be ever ſo reſpectfully lifted up together to the Lord 
our Gop; you can have little room to hope, that 
he will vouchſafe any attention to the overflowings 
of either, unleſs you endeavour to preſent them to 
him pure and clean from every thing which is ſin- 
ful and diſpleaſing in his ſight. Shall a poor reptil 
of the earth dare riſe in rebellion againſt the Au- 
thor of his being; perſiſt in an actual enmity with 
him; and yet preſume to expect from him a tavour 


for asking it? What inſolent arrogance would not 


this be! Chriſt has indeed graciouſly made himſelf 


guarantee, that all your prayers ſhall be heard. But 


do prayers conſiſt merely in words ? No, ſays vene- 
rable Bede, * Prayer conſiſts not merely in the ut- 
* terance of a few ſupplicatory words; but in faith- 
„fully and devoutly fulfilling our duty to our 
© Creator.” Without this then, Chriſtians, call 
your petitions what you pleaſe : They are my 
no prayers, or not ſuch as Chriſt promiſed a bleſ- 
ſing to. For, as the Wiſeman ſays, the ſacrifices 
of the wicked are abomination to God. * And 
elſewhere, He, who, turns away bis ears from 
bearing the law, even bis prayer ſball be execra- 
ble. Think then, Chriſtiats, and apply this doc- 
trin to yourſelves. How often have you bent your 
knees to God to implore his aſſiſtance ; while your 
hearts have been bent to ſome ſinful idol of your 
own corzupt inclinations ? How often have you ap- 
proachꝰd to that fountain of purity, cruſted-over with 
uncleanneſs! At leaſt, have you ever been ſuffici- 


ently careful ere you placed yourſelves in his aw- 


preſence, to party * hearts, by contrition, from 
every ſtzin of fintul affections? if you have not; 
ceaſe to wonder at the-little advantage you have 
reap'd from your petitions. Rather wonder at, and 
acknowledge, the merciful goodneſs of Go D, in not 
<xterminating you from his preſence, for preſuming 
to inſult him with prayers which were abominati- 

Prev. xv. © + id. xxviii, | 


ons in his ſight, or at leaſt with ſuch devotions as 
wanted the deſired purity to render them pleaſing 
to him. You aſt'd and received not: And why, but 
becauſe you aſt d amiſs ? It was for want of this de- 
ſirea purity, that David, with all his devotion and 
humiliation of mind and heart, in praying to Gop. 
for the life of the child of Bath ſbeba, the child of 
his ſin, was by the Almighty refuſed what hepray'd 
for. He had not ſufficiently cleanſed himſelf from 
ſin : His concern for having offended his Gob, was 
mixt with a concern for the fruit of his offence : His 
contrition was not equal to his crime. And there- 
fore, He aſt'd and received not, becauſe be 4ſt 
amiſs. 
owever, beloved, remember that you are not 
promiſed all things you aſt abſolutely, but all things 
whatſoever you aſk Praying. You aſk then, but 
you cannot be ſaid to aſk praying ; whenever you 
aſk what is unlawful or unfit for you, And there- 
fore never wonder if you are not gratified : But ra- 
ther thank the infinit goodneſs of God for denying 
you, when you are weak enough to make idle peti- 
tions. The Royal Prophet, in the abundance of his 
grief, was weak enough to aſk God for the preſerva- 
vation of the child's life which he had gotten in a- 
dultery. The requeſt was unlawful ; becauſe Gop 
had ſignified to him; by the mouth of his. prophet 
Nathan, that he would manifeſt his divine juſtice 
by puniſhing him with the death of that child. 4 
gain the life of that child might probably have 
wean'd his affections from Gop, or might, at leaſt, 
as he was ſo fond of it, have leſſen'd his contfition 
for the crime, by which he got it : It could not 
therefore be proper for him, that the child ſhould 
live; the life of which was of ſuch dangerous con- 
ſequence to his ſalvation, and ſo oppoſit to the glo- 
ry of Gob. No wonder therefore, that all his 
tears, humiliations, and petitions for the lite of the 
infant, ſhould not avail. He ſued, he petition'd, he 
aſk'd, but he did not aſt praying. In other words, 
He aſt'd and received not, becauſe be aſt d amiſe. 
In like manner, deareſt Chriſtians, you often aſk.. 
favours of heaven. But alas, perhaps, if you knew, 


what you aſk; you would find, that it is what only. > 
the utmoſt rigour of Gop's juſtice can induce hit” © © 


to grant you. You aſk proſperity in undertakings,. - 
which, at the bottom, are, perhaps, criminal. Yaur- - 
requeſt then is unlawful ; becauſe it becomes the. 
juſtice of God, and his glory requires it, that our 
views ſhould be diſappointed. You aſk, perhaps, 
the acquiſition of an eaſy fortune: You aſk the 
ſſeſſion of ſuch a woman for a wife: You aſk a 


child or ſome other worldly gratification. - But how. . 


do you know, whether the fortune, the wife, or the 
child you alk, may not wean your heart from 12 "| 
fix your attachment more ſtrongly on earthly hap- 
pineſs: and perhaps be the occaſion of your final 

| G g 2 damnation; 
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damnation? Therefore You aſt and receive not, be- 
cauſe you aſk amiſs. Ie 
then, beloved Chriſtians, you defire to be re- 
fuſed nothing you aſk, let your method be to aſk 
nothing, but what is lawful and conſiſtent with 
Gop's glory, and your eternal falyation. As long 
as you aſk heavenly things, it is conſiſtent with 
Gop's glory, and your good that he ſhould grant 
them; and if you aſk them Praying, that is, with 
the outward and inward diſpoſitions, worthy of a 
truly Chriſtian prayer, believe that you ſball receive, 


and they ſball come unto you But whenever you 


ask what is unlawful or unfit, it becomes his im- 
menſe wiſdom and mercy to refuſe. it. And there- 
fore You will aſt and receive not, becauſe you aſk a- 
ni. Tobeſure then, Llay, beloved, of never be- 
ing refuſed what you ask, ask the grace of Gop; 
ak your eternal ſalvation. Theſe you are ſure you 
may ask, and will receive; becauſe Chriſt has pro- 
- miſed'; and therefore muſt and will grant them, in 
virtue of his divine promiſe. Aſ# then the kingdom 
of Heaven, and all things elſe ſhall be added to you 
over and above, that is to ſay, God's grace, and all 
the neceſſary, and ſufficient means conſiſtent with 
and conducive to it. ? 
Hut what (you'll ſay berbapt) is it then un- 
© lawful to ask for temporal bleſſings? ”” No: I 
don't fay it is ; provided you always ask them with, 
2 due ſubmiſſion to Gop's bleſſed will, and only on 


condition of their being perfectly conſiſtent with his 


| honour and your ſovereign good. I only ſay, that 
— things, you wiſh and petition for, are impro- 
per for you to receive; and therefore, if you ask 
them abſolutely, you do not aſt praying. And 
therefore you aſk and receive not, becauſe you aſk a- 
_ But whatever lawful favour you ask in the 
ſubmiſſive conditional manner, which becomes a 
Chriſtian, can never hurt you; but may obtain you 
- what you yearn after; and will, it it be good for 


u. | 

But then that even theſe prayers may have force, 
they muſt be accompanied with aſſiduity and perſeve- 
rance. You are not to expect that your prayers are 
to be always granted as ſoon as offer d. No, Gop 
often de favours he means not to refuſe: 
Lieb ie he takes delight in your converſing 
-=n& fidelity to a trial. Thus $4 he do by the ch 
uren of 1/rael, when'beſieged Heolofernes : And 
thus may he do by you, when beſet by afflictions. 
* Never then do you follow their example. Never 
preſume to fix a time for his mercies. What are 
you to tempt the Lord your Gop ? * No: Do not 
bind the counſels of the Lord: But wait for ſalva- 
tion of him, and call upon him. In a word, pray, 


implore, beſeech and importuge Go, with patience, 


* Juiith vii, 4 


2 Or, becauſe he will put your 711 
I = 
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till he hears, you. This your divine Lord requires of 


you, and therefore tells you in the xviiith of St. 


Luke, that it beboveth always to pray, and net to be 


weary. And the better to encourage you to con- 


ſtancy, adds two parables : One of the widow, who 


forced even an unjuſt judge by her importunities to 
render her juſtice : 'The other, in the xith chapter, 
of a man, who gain'd, by importunity, the loan of 
the three loaves from his rela 

theſe our divine Maſter concludes with this. graci- 
ous invitation to conſtancy, [ ſay to you : Aik and 
it ſball be given you, ſeet and you. ſball find, knock 
and it ſhall be open'd to you. | | 


IL Such, beloved, are the conditions requiſit to 
elevate your petitions. to the dignity of prayers. 
Such are the prayers acceptable to your good Gop: 
And what is it ſuch prayers cannot, will not obtain 
you from heaven, which is lawful for you to wiſh, 
or proper for you to aſk? It was with ſuch prayers 
as theſe, that Iſaac obtain'd iſſue, after his wife had 
been many years barren ; that the holy propheteſ 
Anna was cured of her barrenneſs in an. advanced 
age; that the holy prophet Elias obtain'd the bleſ- 
ſing of a child for his unfruitful hoſteſs. Such is 
the ſovereign. efficacy of prayer offer'd in this man- 
ner, that Gop ſuffers biraſelf, in ſome ſenſe, to be 
graciouſly forced by them. Thus the ſick of a Le- 
proſy, urged our divine Lord to work a miraculous 
cure on them: Thus did the Centurion ſollicit the 
re-eſtabliſhment of his ſervant's health: And thus 
did the prince of the Synagogue, force Ixsus to te- 


ſtore to him living, his deceaſed daughter: In : 


word, brethren, if you pray thus, with out ward re- 
verence, and with inward purity, attention, fervor 
and patience ; what miracle .is there which your 
prayers cannot, will not obtain? You may cure the 
moſt inveterate diſeaſes : You may recall depa! 
life: You may obtain the removal of mountains: 
Nay you may remove the moſt enormous iniquities 
from the breaſt of others or your own ; force dow! 
the grace of Gop; work your own juſtification, 
and take heaven by violence. How elſe did the 
humble Publican, rid himſelf of the unw! 
weight of guilt he brought with him into the tem 
ple? What more did he than, with the diſpoſition 
of ſenſes, mind and heart, I have meption'd to Ju, 
utter that humble petition: Gop, be merciful ie mt 
one And accordingly, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 


is man went down into bis houſe j uſii d. + Such, 


dear Fellow-Chriſtians, is the divine efficac) of true 


prayer. He aſt'd and received, in-as-much, 4s he 
aſt d praying. f 
- You may ſee hence, beloved, that Lam nat 
gainſt ſinners ſaying their prayers ; if they ſay them 
in the manner they ought. On the contrary * 
St. Lute xvii, + 1514 
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and in the greateſt need of this ſacred remedy 
again their miſerable ſtate. Nor indeed have they 
any other chance of  rifing from it, than by ſollici- 
ting heaven for grace and mercy. But then what 
grace, what mercy, can a ſinner expect from his 
offended Gop z when he preſumes to pray to him, 
without firſt endeavouring to — himſelf from 
the vices which offend him! Ah finners! This is 
all which is required of you, to make your pray- 
ers as grateful in the eyes of Gop, as thoſe of the 
moſt innocent of his. ſaints. Hear then the ineffa- 
ble gracious terms, which your Gop vouchſafes to 
make with you, by the mouth of his prophet 


ab: ſb you, make you clean: Ceaſe to do evil: 
| 1 to do 221% and though your ſins be as ſcar- 


let, they. (ball be made as white as ſnow. What 
2 you haye ſouls and re- 
fuſe ſo gracious an invitation? It cannot be. 1 

Apply then, beloved, apply earneſtly to prayer. 
Sinners or ſaints, you ſee, you may render it of ſo- 
vereign efficacy to you. Alas, alas ! what innume- 


nale bleſſings and graces have you hitherto loſt for 


want of applying to it; at leaſt as you ought! En- 


ter then into yourſelves, and think "4 hear your 


Chap. i. ö 


von that I will aſk the Fatber for you. 


bleſſed Redeemer kindly reproaching you, in the 
gracious words of my text : Until now you have not 
Rd any thing in ny name. Aſk and you 
all receive, that your joy may be full. Aſk for 
yourſelves, /ays be, in my name; and be not 
diſmay*'d, Aft and you ſball receive. If you 
aſk the Father any thing in my name; He will. give 
it you, Obſerve, my dear diſciples. I ſay not to 
t is ſuffici- 
ent that Ido it. Holy Fatber keep them in thy name, 
whom thou haſt given me; that they may be one, as 
we alſo are. But why need I ſay ſo; when the 
Father is as ready to hear your prayers in my name, 
as I am myſelf. For the Father bimſelf loveth You, 
becauſe You bave loved me. Ah Chriſtians | What 
inducements more can you wiſh or want, to engage 
you to pray? The eternal Father loves you, and 
has ſent his Son to receive Jour prayers: The Son 
loves you, and has offer'd himſelf your mediator : 
And both are deſirous to communicate the grace of 
the Holy-Ghoſt to you. All they wait for is, that 
you ſhould vouchſafe to aſk what they —— — 
receive. Ak then, as my text invites you, A/# and: 
yau. ſball recerve, that your joy ſball be full. Which 
[ beſeech, &c. In the. Name, &c. 
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St. JOHN xv. 26. 


you from the Fatber; the ſpirit of truth, who 

proceedeth fromthe Father, He will give te ſti 

a me : And you ſball give teſtimony of me ; 
7 


becauſe you are with me from the ginning. 


conſole his diſciples on their approaching loſs. 


ſhall be. a. Comforter to: them, a ſafe-guard and a 
ſpirit of truth. This perſon then is the Hol x 
2 that Comforter, that divine ſpirit, whom. 
-briſt, after his glorious aſcenſion, ſent down on 
— Church ; and who is always ready to enter into 
e hearts of ſuch as worthily prepare for his 


vouchſafe, 


bus. to every-one of you, this ineffable viſit; 


> coming into your ſouls, he may perpetu- 


When the Courokr ER cometh, whom I will ſend 


O0 UR gracious Redeemer, beloved auditors, to 


of his viſible preſence on earth, promiſes them, in his- 
ſtead, another perſon of the bleſſed Trinity, who: - 


— And to what end does this divine gueſt 


ally abide there, and give Teſtimony of Chriſt with-- 
in you? But how ſhall the HoLy-Grosr give this: 
Teſtimony, unlefs you-yourſelves join with him in 
it? He, then, this ſpirit of truth within you, muſt 
bear witneſs of Chriſt: And you muſt bear witneſs: 
of him too. Yes: You, O Chriſtians ! O Ca- 


& tholics! O members of Chriſt's myſtical body! | 


* You muſt give teſtimony of me, ſays Chriſt, becauſe 
© you are with me from the beginning.” The on- 
ly doubt is, in what manner this Teſtimony is to be 
iven. But can this be a doubt with Catholics? 
ou profeſs yourſelves difciples, and the only true 
diſciples of Chriſt: Do you not? And how are yo. 
as his diſciples, to give Teſtimony of him; if not 
by treading in his ſteps, and making the lively faith 
and hope you. have in him, appear in the good 
works you do after him? Catholics then are of all: 
people, under an indifpenſable obligation of not on- 
ly being good in themfelves ; but even of inducing : 
others to be ſo, by their example. To make this 
| 7 truth 


- 
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truth therefore familiar to you, I ſhall conſider ſe- 
parately; 


I. The great duty and advantages which ſhould 
urge Catholics to give Teſtimony of Chriſt, in 
the ſanctity of an edifying life; and 

II. The danger and dreadful conſequences of their 
giving Teſtimony againſt him, by the ſcandal 
of an irregular conduct. * 


* O thou, dear Saviour ! Hear our ſighs; ful- 
fill thy gracious word, and be our Saviour till. 
Send down thy bleſſed ſpirit to inſtru, to com- 
* fort, and revive us with his grace; that, full of 
him, and full of thee, we may reflect thy holy 
“life in ours, and thus bear witneſs of thee.” - 


I. That Catholics are ſtrictly bound to lead un- 
Vlemiſh'd lives, there need no arguments to prove. 
The claim they lay to being Chrift's diſciples, his 
beſt, his eldeſt, only true Tiſciples, lays them un- 
der the ſtricteſt obligation of ſanQity in their private 
converſation. 'The pains our heavenly Maſter 
took to inſt rut his beloved followers in virtue and 
true wiſdom, not more by precept than example, 
had been to very little purpoſe; if, after all, theſe 
had not been bound to practice the ſame after him. 
Accordingly he tells them; “ I have given you an ex- 
ample, that as I have done, fo you alſo may do. In 
vain then, O Catholics, are you diſciples of Chriſt; 
if you copy not that holineſs which he has ſet you 
ſo lively an example of in his own bleſſed perſon. 

Infidels, heretics, ſchiſmalics, may alledge ſome 
excuſe for the irregularity of their lives. They are 
not with Chriſt from the beginning: They know 
him not, or know him but imperfectly: And there- 
fore no wonder is it, that they foilow not his exam- 
ple and precepts, or follow but by halves. Yet this 
excuſe will not ſuffice to ſcreen them from Gop's 
Juſtice ; tho” it may temper the ſeverity of his judg- 
ment. Becauſe, if they do not know Chriſt ſo well 
as you, * might have known him better than 
they do., And in that lies their guilt : And for that 
ſhall they be puniſh'd. He, who knew not, and 
did things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with 
few, ſays our divine Saviour. + And why ſhould he 


be beaten at all, but becauſe he might have known? 


but ſtill, as he actually does not know, his puniſh- 
ment ſhall be abated, and his ſtripes ſhall be few. O 
what infinit mercy, my Gop, do'ſt thou not make 
appear in the very midſt of thy juſtice! 

ut how can you, O Catholics, hope to ſcreen 
yourſelves from the utmoſt rigour of his juſtice; if 
Jou venture to abuſe the communication of his 
goodneſs : You are members of a holy Church, 
which is with Chriſt from the beginning: You 

St. Job xi:i, + St: Luke x i. 


know his will, and are perfectly grounded in his 
doctrins: You have not only the grace of baptiſm 
to lift you above infidels, but' numberleſs —_— 
tages above many, who lay claim to that initial 
mercy in common with you. What pains are not 
taken to inſtruct you in your catechiſm? What fre. 
quent inſtructions do you not receive from your di- 
rectors; from preachers; from devout books; from 
the virtuous example, and improving converſation of 
the pious? What comforts? What recruits of 
ſtrength? What graces? And what inſpirations 
have you not the opportunity of frequently receiv. 
ing from the holy ſacraments? And if you abuſe, or 
neglect, theſe advantages; what can you expect, 
but that you ſhould be puniſh'd by the divine Juſ- 
tice with inexpreſſibly greater ſeverity than thoſe 
unhappy wreches who are without theſe helps? 0 
remember then, that, That ſervant, who know: 
the will of bis Lord, and prepares not bimſelf, ani 
does not according to bis will, ſball be beaten with 
many ſiripes | * And what, beloved Chriſtians, car 
be more perfectly conſiſtent with Gop's equitable 
mercy than that, from you, to whom much is given, 
much ſhall be required? + 
Again you, of all people, beloved, have the great- 
eſt intereſt to be watchful over your conduct; that 
your lives may be of a piece with his, whoſe holy 
faith you profeſs. For ah ! what is it you do not ſuffer 
here on earth for that faith? Are you not reviled, 
ill- treated, notoriouſly belied, and ſet at naught by 
people of every profeſſion? Are you not loaded 
with taxes; ſtript of defence; ſhut-out from eie 
ry privilege you have, by birth, a right to enjoy i 
your own native land? And are you not (tho' Het 
ven can witneſs how unjuſtly) treated by men of al 
denominations, as enemics to your dear dcludi 
country? Nay (what is more) as enemies to Gos, 
the very Gop for the honour of whoſe name Joi 
ſuffer ? Still theſe things are no more than you hi 
had reaſon to expect; becauſe forewarn'd of them 
For theſe things ] have ſpoken to you, ſays Irs us,! 
that when the bour ſball come, you may remen” 
that I told you. That is, Beloved, that you 
remember your divine Saviour, remember 10 ſuket 
for him manfully, and remember to ſanctiſy Jet 
ſufferings. for him, by being like him. For alas 
O Gop of our ſalvation! How ſadly wretched” 
not our condition be; ſhould we ſuffer here, fo! PT 
feſſing thy holy faith, and yet ſuffer eternally — 
after for diſgracing that holy faith, with uni 
ed lives! And yet, Catholics, it is not bare'y f 
feſſing Chriſt, tho? you ſhould ſeal that pro”. 
* th - . Catho 10 
with your blood, which will make good Tale 
of you For be, who is Chriſt's, muſt wal [7 * 
be wall'd, as St. Fobn ſays 9 Otherwiſe : 
* St. Lale il. 1 1% 1 8, 7e l,. 
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diſgrace, and not an honour to his bleſſed Maſter. 
And therefore, whatever repulſes a Catholic uy 
meet with from Men, for calling himſelf a true diſ- 
ciple of his heavenly Lord ; his laſt, his worſt re- 
pulſe will be, when Chriſt ſhall publicly refuſe to 
own him ſuch, for want of that true likeneſs to him- 
ſelf, which Chriſtians ought to have. O dire illu- 
ſion of the looſe- living Catholic, who dies with de- 
luſive thoughts of perſecutions ſuffer d, and fraught 
with groundleſs hopes of future recompence ! 
think, dear fellow ſufferers ! When he appears before 
the throne of Gop ; how dreadful muſt not his unex- 
pected equitable diſappointment be, to hear his aw- 
ful angry judge, with ſtern ſerenity pronounce the 
ſad irrevocable ſentence : I know y9u not ; Depart 
yecurſed into everlaſting fire ! * 
Ah! Chriſtians! Does the ſentence fright you ? 
Avoid it then. There is a milder, ſweeter, more 
tranſporting, ſentence : Come ye, bleſſed of my Father, 
poſſeſs you the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: + And this may be your 
own, if you but pleaſe. To merit it then, be what 
you profeſs yourſelves, your Saviour's true diſciples: 
Learn from him; for be is meek and bumble of 
heart : + Put on his holineſs of life, and be like him: 
Be ſober, chaſte, patient in adverſity, bounteous in 
ag iy 6 Juſt and charitable: Be clean of heart: 
poor in ſpirit ; and let your virtues ſo abound, 
that, when he comes to ſeparate the virtuous from 
the wicked, he may confeſs his likeneſs in you, own 
you for his diſciples, and crown you with that ne- 
ver-ending glory which he made for you. | 
But to be ſure of this, beware, beloved, that you 
depart not hence with half your errand. Tis not 
enough, that you be yourſelves, unleſs you la- 
bour to make others ſo by your example. Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under a buſbel, but 
upon a candleſtick ; that it may ſbine to all, who are 
in the houſe. So let your light ſbine before men; 
that they may ſee your good-works, and glorify your 
Father who is in beaven, and glorify his Son whom 
you profeſs to follow upon earth. To what other 
purpoſe is the HoLY-GnosT ſent to you, but thus 
to give Teſtimony of Chriſt within you? And how 
ſhall the HoLy-Gnosr, give Teftimony of your 
Maſter in and through you; unleſs you cultivate 
his grace in the good-works he inſpires you to do? 
Without this in vain are you Chilt's diſciples, A 
fon bonoureth bis father; ſays the prophet Malachy, 
and a ſervant honoureth bis maſter : If then 9 
be your Fatber; where is bis bonour # If be is your 
Lord; where is bis fear; unleſs, by your example, 
you induce others to honour and fear him as you 
5 oor kg 88 ; in word, unleſs you give teſ- 
- 0 —— You, who are Catholics : You, 
\ Chap. i. 4. KXVY, t Mid. 7 St. Marth. XI. 
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who are conſequently with him from the beginning? 
That you take care to be good in yourſelves, you © 
do well for your own fakes : But where is your cha- 
rity to your neighbours, or what benefit ſhall they 
reap from your virtue and innocence; if you 
render theſe uſeleſs by ſtifling them? Be then ex- 
amples of the faithful, ſays St. Paul * in word, in 
conver ſation, in charity, in faith, in * +” ARM 
that your profiting may be mani feſt to all. For de- 
ing this, you ſhall ſave both yourſelves and them wt - 


bear you. Yes you pill ſave yourſelves, and will be 


the happy inſtruments of ſalvation to others, Ren» 
perſuading them to follow Chriſt, they ſee your ac- 
tions of a piece with your words. When you ex- 
hort thoſe, who do follow Chriſt, to follow him on, 
or when you invite thoſe to ſeek him, who as yet 
do not know him: the ſanctity of an edifying life, 
which they obſerve in you, ſhall add reſiſtleſs perſua- 
ſion to your words, and ſo ſhall you not only fave 
your own ſouls but thoſe of your neighbours : So 
ſhall you, in a word, do honour to the Lord you 
profeſs and ſuffer for, by giving Teſtimony of him. 
And that gracious Lord has promiſed, that every- 
one, who ſball own bim before men, be-bim/elf will 
own before his Father who is in beaven. + | 

II. But ah, Chriſtians ! Remember too that terri- , 
fying menace which he adds againſt thoſe who. do 
the contrary : That is, thoſe, who deny him before 
men, or (what is the ſame) thoſe. who give Teſti - 
mony againſt him to men: He who ſhall deny me 
before men, I will alſo deny bim before my Father 
who is in Heaven. 1 And what elſe, beloved; can 
you be faid to do; if your lives are the reverſe of © 
of his, irregular and' full of offence to weak bre- 
thren, or affording ſcandal to thoſe without ? How-- 
ever publicly then you — profeſs Chriſt; howe- 
ver you may ſuffer for profeſſing yourſelves Catho- 
lic Chriſtians ; you ſtill deny him, if your actions 
are not anſwerable to your profeſſion. You may 
fay, if you pleaſe, that you believe in Chriſt, but 
who will believe you? He, who ſay'th that be know- 
eth Chrift and keepeth not bis commandments, is a li- 
ar, and the truth is not in bim. $ $A 

Do you tell me, beloved, you are Catholics ? I 


cannot believe you, unleſs you prove yourſelves ſuch 


b mens me a nearer likeneſs between. you and 


riſt. hat opinion can I have of your Catholi- 

city, if it is not powerful enough to make you lead 
better lives than thoſe do, who are not Catholics? 
What encouragement do I receive; or rather. what: 
diſcouragement dol not receive from you, to be a Ca- 
tholic myſelf; if I ſez you, who are Catholics, ſuf- 
fer in this world, for being ſuch, and likely. to ſuf- 
fer more in the next, for being no better kversthan: * 
others who are not ſuch ? XS 

* 1 Tim, iv, + St. Matth.x. f St. Marth. x. 
$ 1.8. John ii. r | | 
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Ah brethren ! Be ſerious then, and reflect on the 
dangerous conſequences flowing from every the leaſt 
irregularity in your conduct: And avoid them. Nay 
however convinced you may be, that the thing you 


wiſh to do, is right in itſelf; if it be not an eſſentia ! 


duty, omit it rather than give offence to a weak 
brother, who ſhall think other wiſe. Through your 
knowledge ſball the weak brother periſh, for whom 
Chriſt: died. Alas! Sinning thus againſt the bre- 
thren, and firiking their weak conſcience, you ſin a- 
ainſt Chriſt. *. And can you do this, and call your- 
"ſelves Chriſtians? Can you | htm thus to walk 
by his light? No, no: you ive yourſelves. He 
who ſay 1b be is in the light, and bateth bis brother, 
Nays St. Fobn, + is in darkneſs, even until now. He, 
' who loveth bis brother, He only, abideth in the light 
and ſcandal is not in him. And truly, brethren, how 
can loving a brother and ſcandalizing a brother, a- 
gree — ? As often then as you thus act in op- 
poſition to Chriſt ; as often as wy action of yours 
give ſcandal to a weak brother, ſo often are you in 
darkneſs, ſo eften do you bear teſtimony againſt 
your Saviour : So often are you of the number of 
. thoſe who confeſs that they know God, but in their 
"works they deny bim; whereas they are absminable, 
and to every good-work reprobate. 
If ſuch be the dangerous conſequences of giving 
offence to weak brethren among the faithfub: Ah 
think, deareſt fellow Chriſtians, how much more a- 
bominable in the aght of Chriſt muft you not ap- 
"pear, ſhould any of your actions give a juſt reaſon 
of ſcandal to thoſe, who are out o 
Church? Befides the detriment you do to your own 
ſouls, what danger do you not incur of widening 
many unhappy wretches, who are witneſſes to your 
irregular conduct, ſtill more from the faith of 
Chriſt, and ſtrengthening their prejudices againft 
his Church ?. Nay more, what deriſion and ſcandal 
do you e upos the holy Church which you 
diſgrace, by profeſſing yourſelves members of it? All 
which mutt neceſſarily aggravate your guilt, and 
therefore redouble the ſeverity of your puniſhment. 
- Hence it is that St. Paul tells the The ſſalon ian Chriſ- 
ans, that it is not enough for them to behave cha- 
ritably and juſtly towards one another, but their 
Chriſfianity muſt carry them farther: They muſt 
do the ſame towards the worſt of infidels. We defere 
you, brethren, that you abound more: - And that 
you, muſt walk boneſtly towards them, who are 
avithout. F © 
Tubus allo, after the divine St. Paul, I ſay to you, 
beloved: It is not enough that you be juſt and cha- 
ritable to one - another, to Catholics : No. You muſt 
ebound more You muſt be equally ſo to heretics, 
to heathens, to atheiſts themſelves : You muſt be 
* 1. Cor, viii. T 1 St. Jahn ii. 1 Titus i, 


'$ 1 Thrſſa/onians iv. 
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the pales of his 


feech you,bretbren, as ſtrangers and pilgrims, lo r. 
gain the ſoul. + Do this for your own ſakes: An 
for the ſa 


you as of evil. doers, confidering you by your f 
. miſtake. Know, beloved, that it is pou duty 1 
b N 


conſtancy. For ſo 4s the will of Gop, that dun 
Aumb. Then will you render yourſelves worthy o 


Charitable to the worſt of men, and juſt to the moſt 
iniquitous : Faithful or unfaithful; all have a claim 
to your honeſty and bounty. In a word, you muſt 
walk boneſily towards the]. who are without. You 
are falſely accuſed of keeping no faith, nay allowing 
no faith to be kept, with thoſe who join not in com. 
munion with you. And would you not be highly 
criminal, ſhould you give room to your enemies to 
confirm their calumny againſt the Church: You, 
who are members ef it? Ought you not rather, in 
your actions, to Fe the lie to their revilings, by 
paying fraud with honeſty, retaliating violence with 
meekneſs, and inwardly practiſing the juſtice and 
Charity which your holy mother the Church teach- 
es you to pay to all men, without exception of C. 
tholics, heretics or infidels ? 

Ah! Do it then, beloved Chriſtians, and fhev 
yourſelves ſuch. Let your lives be ſuch pictures of 
that of Chriſt, that none, who are once witneſſes to 
the things you practice, may need to ask what re- 
ligion you proteſs. Be mindful of your g. 
and keep up to it. Be mindful of the manifold 


vours you have received from Heaven; and, tothe 


beſt of * capacity, be grateful in the uſe of 
hem. Be mindful, as St. Preer '* ſays, that 50 
are a holy nation, a people 1 Purchaſe ; that yu 
may declare his virtues, who bath calÞd you to thii 
marvelous Light. Finally dear brethren, be mind- 
ful of the great obligation you are under of giving 
Teſtimony of Chriſt in the ſanctity of an edifying 
life; and let the advantages you will reap from (0 
doing, encourage you to it, as the dangers and 
dreadful conſequences of doing otherwiſe, ought t0 
deter you from giving Teſtimony againſt him. h 
the words therefore of the ſame apoſtle, let me b. 


rain your ſelves from carnal deſires which war © 


of Chriſt, and thole precious ſouls he di. 
ed for, bave your converſation good among thoſe who 


are not Catholics ; that, in what they miſrep#r! * 


works, they may glorify Gos in the day of vitali 
on. f that is, in the day, when it ſhall pleaſe G02 
viſit them with the light of his grace to fee then 


do and ſuffer for and after Chriſt with fidelit) 


well, you may make the ignorance of unwiſe mut 


the Comforter's approach. And when the Comfort! 
cometh, as my text aſſures you, He will give tft 
mony of Chriſt: And you ſhall give teſtimony of 
Becauſe you are with him from the beginning. . 
your reward ſhall be, to be with him to the Eur, 
28e Peters n gt. Fer i, 1 4% 
8 | and 


: efs Teftimony of him before his Fa- 
| 1 Who will crown you with un- 
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Ft. JOHN, xiv. 23. 
If any-one love me; be will keep my word and 
my Father will love bim: And we will come to 
bim and will make abode with bim. 


O N this ſacred day, dear Chriſtian auditors, 
our holy Mother the Church commemorates 
the great and univerſal bleſſing pour'd down upon 
her in the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſ- 
tles. And in this annual repetition of thankſgiving 
to her heavenly Spouſe for ſending the ſacred Comp 
forter to her, her purpoſe 1s, not only to expreſs 
her gratitude to Gop for the invaluable benefac- 
tion, but likewiſe to excite us, her children, to 
imitate thoſe glorious founders of Chriſtianity by 
(this day) diſpoſing ourſelves for receiving, as they 
did, the ineffable communications of the ſame di- 
vine Spirit, in a more ſingular ample manner than 
at other times of the year. And to induce us to 
ſet about this important work the more earneſtly. 
She ſhews us, how much it is our intereſt ; by re- 
minding us that all we have of Gop muſt come 
from him. Therefore does ſhe devoutly addrefs 
him in the Sequence of the Maſs with that humble 
apoſtrophe : Without thy light, nothing is in man 
but what is pernicious. For our farther encourage- 
ment, ſhe propoſes to us the pa of the Goſpel 
which I have juſt read to you: That we may 

in one point of view, the eaſineſs of the task ſhe 
propoſes to us, and the greatneſs of the reward. 
All then, which is demanded of us, is the practical 
love of Jesvs, that is, the faithful, ſteady obſer- 
vance of his doctrins for pure love of himſelf : Af 
any-one love me, be will keep my word. The re- 
compence for doing which is nothing leſs than the 
poſſeſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, the love of Ixsus 
and his Father: And my Fatber will love bim: And 
we will come to bim and make abode with bim. O, 
the eaſy task to love the lovely Jzsus | Muſt we not 
be monſters to find a difficulty in loving him, who 
has firſt loved us, and proved his love by ſuch ſtu- 


our finite, faint affecti "OY 
You. i on recompenſed with a bound- 


pendous methods? O the ineffable reward, to have 
ſuch an eminence of ſolid ſanctity as mere juſtify- 
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leſs ocean of prodigious love; with the poſſeſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the love of Gop, the Gop of 
Love! O amorous Jzsus | What delicacy of ten- 


der love was this of thine, to ſend us, in thy Read, 


s Comforter ſo like thyſelf, that, receiving him, 

we might poſſeſs even Thee; and, almoſt tranſ- 
form'd ourſelves to ſomething of divine, our hearts 
might contain a whole flaming paradiſe of ardent 

love? But it is not now a time, beloved, to give % 
my own affeCtions all their ſcope ; when I muſt try 

to fuel yours, P ſuitable inſtruction. To do this 

then, beloved, I ſhall briefly ſhew you ; 


I.. What are the chief benefits accruing to a 
ſoul which receives the Holy Ghoſt into it: 
II. What are the eſſentials requiſit to render a 

2 capable of receiving the Holy Ghoſt : 

, 

III. What are the moſt effectual means of at- 

tracting the Holy Ghoſt into a ſoul already 
qualified to receive him. 


* Come then, O Spirit Divine, and light 
“us all; repleniſh our intellects with ect 
© knowledge of Thee; and kindle in our hearts the 
«© unconſuming fire of thy love. | 


I. Before we can come to any familiar ſolution 
of theſe points, we muſt neceſſarily clear- up one 
previous queſtion which may occur; to wit, What 
is here meant by receiving the Holy Ghoſt. There 
are then two ways of receiving this diving Comfcr- 
ter: The one by guftifying grace Tx ocber by 


perfecting love. juſtifying grace conſiſts in an ab- 


ſolute freedom from all mortal ſin and every actual 
affection to it; and is a ſtate of habitual charity 
with Gop and man, ariſing from baptiſmal inno- 
cence or ſacramental penance, either in act or pur- 
poſe with contition. But perfecting love pre- ſup- 
ſes that and is a more ample- participation of ; the 
Divine Lights and Favours, whereby we are raiſed 
to a unitive intimacy with Gop, and eftadliſh'd in 
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| e ſeldom or never can attain to. Now from 
this diſtinction it is ſeli-evident, that the reception 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which Chriſtians ought in a 
ſpecial manner to prepare themſelves for at this ho- 
ly time, cannot be underitood to conſiſt in a 5 

uftifying grace: For, this every Chriſtian, w 
11 9 — ever ſo little at ty muſt be at all 
times polleſt of. What is meant then, in this diſ- 
courſe, by the reception of the Holy Ghoſt, is the 
reception of perfecting grace, or, in other words, 
the reception of a certain ſandtiſying babit, which 
may lift us above the habitual affections and incli- 
nations of nature to. ſin and ſinful objects, and may 


ſtrengthen in us the love of Gop and the contemp 


of the world. This is what St. Faul means, when 


be exhorts us to emulate the better gifts.“ This, 


roperly ſpeaking, is the plenitude of every good 
Lift and — . — preſent from above, de ſcend- 
ing from the Father of lights. F And this, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, may be call'd the reception of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Since on one hand, without the ſpe- 
cial influence of his divine preſence in the ſoul, it is 
impoſſible we ſhould enjoy the bleſſed habit of /anc- 
2 grace; and, on the other hand, once we are 
poſſeſt of that habit, the conſoling effects which 
flow from it to the ſoul are too ſenſible to leave us 
any room to doubt ot it's being in full poſſeſſion of 
that Divine Spirit. 
- Many and ineffable are the gifts and fruits accom- 
panying this ſpecial preſence of the ſacred Comfor- 
ter in the ſoul of a devout Chriſtian : Which, how- 
ever, it is needleſs for me either to enumerate or 
explain ; ſince you may find'it already done in eve- 
ry catechiſm. The only ones then which I mean 


to take notice of, are thoſe which the ſoul is gene- 


rally the moſt ſenſible of even in the fleſh: And 
theſe are--A perfect tranquillity of conſcience; an 
intimate union of heart with Gop, and an habitual 
elevation of the mind to heavenly things. 

In fact, What can give a greater ſerenity to the 
conſcience than the being not only free from guilt, 
but even ſenſible of it's freedom, as it actually muſt 
be whenever, and as long as this divine gueft re- 
mains within the ſoul and continues to ſhed there 
the influences of his perfetiing grace. For, as this 
ſanctifying quality is inſeparable from the love of 
God, it not only forwards us in the progreſs of 
charity, but makes us ſenſible of the ſweet effects 
of it 5 and therefore not- only releaſes us from the 
bands of guilt, but even animates us with a plea- 

fing conſciouſn : ſs of our ſpiritual freedom, baniſh- 
ing that fear and diſmay which are inherent in ſin 
and ſinful affections. Fear is not in charity, ſays 
St. John, but perfect! charity caſtetb out fear; 
Becauſe fear bath pain, And be, who feareth, is 
not in perfect charity. The heart then which poſ- 
* x Gor. xii. + St. James i, 
t 1 St. Jobs iv. 
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ſeſſes the Holy Ghoſt in the grace of perſeHing 
charity, is not ſuſceptible of thoſe terrors of con- 
ſcience which wait upon guilt; but is repleniſh'd 
with ſuch a lively hope in the Gop who comforts 
it, as is more than ſufficient to render it ſerene and 
immoveable amidſt every temptation. And what 

eater conſolation can 1t wiſh for than the being 
fenſible, as it is, of having always nigh at hand, 
and within call, nay, of actually poſſeſſing, a pow- 
erful friend, a generous gueſt, and a fond protector; 
who not only profeſſes and is able to aſſiſt it on eve- 
ry emergency, but actually does aſſiſt it, and is es. 
ger after every occaſion of affording it his effeQual 
aid ? What adverſe power can diſturb the tranquil- 
lity of the ſoul, which is once arrived to the beat. 
tude of being aſſociated with this divine Spirit, 
whoſe delight it is to be father to the poor, com- 
forter of the afflicted, and help of the diſtreſt ? And 
all this the Holy Ghoſt is to ſuch as give him: 
worthy reception into their hearts. 

St. Paul tells us, in his epiſtle to the Romany, f 
that ſuch and ſo intimate is the union of this divine 
Perſon with the ſoul of a Chriſtian who devoutly 
receives him in the grace of per ſecting love; that 
the bleſſed effects of it are diffuſed throughout, and, 
as it were, intermix*d with the very ſentiments of the 
ſoul; the charity of Gop, ſays he, is diffuſedin 
our bearts by the Holy Ghoſt, who is given to u. 
And it is probably from this figurative expreſſion of 
our apoſtle, that bt. Jobn Chryſoſtom takes occaſion 
to ſay, that © the man, who once happily attains 
* to ſuch a bleſſed union with the divine Comfor- 
* ter, can no more be ſenſible of ſpiritual thirſt 
« and barrenneſs of conſolation, than a. perſon 
* could be imagin'd to be capable of drought, who 
* ſhould have a well-ſpring within him.“ If theo 
the apoſtle and holy father are worthy of credit, 2 
ſurely they are; ſince nothing in nature more int! 
mately intermixes with the natural juices of mi 
than the liquids he imbibes ; ſo nothing created cin 
admit of a more intimate union than that of the 
Holy Ghoſt, with a ſoul which happily attains de 
the bleſſing of ſanctifying grace. | 

And what a ſupernatural elevation of mind vl 
not ſuch a union be able to raiſe the ſoul to! WB. 
ample diſcoveries of ſpiritual wiſdom muſt not el, 
ſue ! What ſacred ſalutary truths before unknoum 
The Holy Ghoſt, ſays Jes vs, will teach you in that 
hour: And what heavenly knowledges becom' 
you to have, can eſcape your ſpiritual penetrat”7 
under the tuition of ſuch a maſter ? By the help 4 
his light, you may, you will, you muſt be — | 
ſee the fallacies of the world, and even, as St. 1 
ſays, to penetrate into the profoundeſt myſter 2 
Gov's ſacred truths. Nor need the ſoul, in 1 of 
an enviable circumſtance, be daunted or i 
from the ſtudy of celeſtial wiſdom by any e 
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difficulties or delays. No: as venerable Bede ob- 
ſerves, © The ſoul ſoon becomes an apt ſcholar 
« God is the inſtructor; and, that which 


«the Almighty teaches is quickly learnt.” And 
how, indeed, ſhould it be otherwiſe ; whachour di- 
vine teacher is the very light we ſee by, as well as 
the ſubſtance of all which we can ſee, or which is 
worth our ſeeing ? Such then are the bleſſed advan- 
tages accruing to chriſtian ſouls from a worthy re- 
ception of the Comforter by means of perfecting 

ave, The next queſtion muſt be Who are the 
perſons capable of receiving the Holy Ghoſt in this 
ineffable manner ? 


II. All mankind were created, and originally de- 
fign'd, to be capable of receiving him into their 
fouls. And yet the bleſſed privilege of receiving 
him is confer'd on far the fnalleſt part of men; 
becauſe much the greater number, through their 
own perverſity, render themſelves diſqualified for 
th's unſpeakable 2 by neglecting to provide 
themſelves with the eſſentials indiſpenſably requir- 
ed. Now, theſe are :--- That they be Chriſtians,--- 
That they keep within the pale of Chriſt's Holy 
Catholic Church,---and that they perſevere in a 
ſtate of juſtifying grace | 


Before St. Peter would conſent, and, indeed, be- | 


fore he could have — to admit the multi- 
tudes to partake of the Holy Ghoſt in common 
with him and the reſt of the apoſtles ; one impor- 


tant condition was previouſly and indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary, namely, that they ſhould be baptized and 
profeſs the name of Jxsus Cyr1sr. And, ac- 
cordingly the apoſtle requires it of them, before he 
will attempt to exert the power of his apoſtolic 
commiſſion in communicating the divine Comfor- 
ter to them. Let every-one of you be baptized in 
the name of Jxsus CuRISsT unte th iſſion of 
Vent, and ye ſball receive the Holy Ghoſt. * In 
reality, without this condition it was impoſſible 
they ſhould receive the perfecting charity which 
is neceſſary to link the ſoul in an intimate union 
with the divine Spirit.“ For, ſays the venerable 

St. Gregory, Charity does not precede faith ; but 


faith precedes charity: No man can love, or fix 


his hopes upon, what he does not believe in.” 
Nor does it at all weaken this truth, that the grace 
of the Holy Ghoſt was pour dont upon the Gentils, 
at the ſermon of St. Peter, ere they were baptized 
with water, + for though the baptiſm of water, 
Where it may be had, is abſolutel neceſſary to ſal- 
vation; yet, till it can be . 

_—_ accompanied with a lively faith in Jzsvs 
8 and a ſteady diſpoſition and purpoſe to be 


ptized with water as ſoon as poſſible, will fi AM 
o make a ſoul a Chriſtian, and . 
* * it. + Ads x 


the baptiſm of 
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make it a fit ſubje& for the reception of the Holy 
Ghoſt. This was the caſe with thoſe Gentils ; and 
therefore, though they had not yet been regenerat· 
ed with water, there was no obſtacle to hinder 
their being firſt baptized with tbe Holy Ghoſt and 
with the y > of perfecting charity, till opportunity 
ſhould ſerve for their being re-born with water 
alſo. Nevertheleſs, this baptiſm of deſire, though 
ſufficient to make Chriſtians of them, and to antici- 

ate the ampler communications of the Holy Ghoſt 
in their ſouls, was not ſufficient to take away their 
obligation to be baptized with water, when oppor- 
tunity ſhould ſerve : But, on the contrary, ſtreng- 
then'd that obligation, in-as-much as it neceſſarily 
included a purpoſe of it. And thus much is all 
which St. Peter means, when, commanding theſe 
new-inflamed Chriſtians to be baptized with water 
in the name of our Lord JIxsus CuRISrH, he ſays: 
Can any man forbid water; that theſe ſbould not be 
baptized, who have received the Holy Ghoſt as 


lar we It is plain therefore, that thoſe Gentils, 


tho' not baptized with water, were really and truly 
Chriſtians, in that they believed in IEsUS CHRIST, 
and were deſirous to be baptized in his name. For, 
had they not believed in Chriſt, the loly Ghoſt, 
inſtead of viſiting them with his gifts, muſt have 
purſued them with his chaſtiſements and conviHied 
them of fin for their diſbelief, according to the pro- 
miſe of Chriſt to his apoſtles. f And farther, had 
not their faith in Chriſt produced in them the 
deſire of being baptized unto remiſſion of ſins 
through him; the apoſtle could not have anſwer'd 
expoſing Chriſt's holy name and ſacrament to con- 
tempt and abuſe, by forcing them upon ſuch-as 
were not diſpoſed to receive them. Whence it is 
very evident, that, for any to poſſeſs the Holy 
Ghoſt with his perfecting gifts, it is a matter of 
indiſpenſible neceſſity, that they be Chriſtians. 

Not that you are therefore to imagin, that the 
barely being Chriſtians will ſuffice to qualify you 
for the ſanctifying preſence of this divine Comfor- 
ter. No: You muſt not only be Chriſtians but 
true ones: You muſt be orthodox Chriſtians : You 
muſt live within the pale of Chriſt's catholic church. 
All Chriſtians who are out of that pale, are ſo by 
hereſy, ſchiſm, or excommunicationz which are 
occaſion'd by enormous pride, arrogance and diſobe- 
dience to the doctrins and precepts of Chriſt's myſ- 
tical ſpouſe. Such, therefore, muſt conſequently 
be incapable of the reception of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who reſiſts the proud, and gives grace only to the 
bumble. 1 It muſt be beneath the dignity of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is Gop of juſtice and love, to 
communicate himſelf to the unjuſt or uncharitable : 
And they who diſbelieve or diſobey the Church, 

* 16d, FTS. John xv 1 Pv. il St. Jan 
iv. 18. Peter v. . „ the 


are 


we. both. In ſhort, as St. Auguſtin obſerves, 


Where ſound: faith is abſent, juſtice cannot be 


* eternally 


e fpreſent: For the juſt man lives by faith. + And 


« where juſtice is not, charity cannot be; becauſe 
« charity orketh no evil. 1 Wherefore, if he- 
<« retics, ſchiſmatics and excommunicated perſons 
. Were not void of all juſtice and charity, they 
* would not, as they do, through their pride and 
& rebellion, laserate the Catholic Church, the 


myſtic body of Jzsvs.” Such then, furely, can 


have no reaſonable hope of receiving the Holy Ghoft 
with his ſanctifying gifts; while they obi 

keep themſelves at a diſtance from his graces and 
lights, by perverſely remaining on the wrong ſide 
of the pale, within which alone he ſheds his be- 
nign influence, according to thoſe remarkable words 
of St. Athanaſius's Creed: Whoever will be fav- 
* ed, he muſt firſt and before all things hold the 
Catholic Faith. Which, if any-one keep not 
© intire and inviolate; without doubt, he ſhall 
periſh.” : 


Andi full as vain ate the hopes of ſuch Catholics 


3, truſting to their being members of Chriſt's ho- 


ly Church, ſuffer themſelves to be deprived of all 


the advantages of being ſo, by living in a ſtate of 


mortal ' fin. For, alas, what can we compare the 


Fouls of ſuch wretched Catholies to, but to the pu- 


trified limb of a 7 body; which, though it 
be not cut off, is dead to all the functions of life, 


and therefore incapable of ſharing, in common with 


the reſt, any of the beneficent influences commu- 
nicated to them, from the head or the heart, by the 
kindly circulation of the blood and juices? To enjoy 
then the fanQifying influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
even within the pales of the Church ; to obtain the 
— of this divine Comforter, and to reap the bleſ- 

Fruits of his perfecting preſence in the ſoul, it 
muſt firſt abſolutely be in a ſtate of juſtifying grace, 
4 ſtate of ſaving charity with God and man. With- 
out charity' we are nothing, we can nothing, we 
have nothing to entitle' us to, the communication of 
Gop's goodneſs ; we cannot be members of Chriſt; 


or, at beft, are but dead and odious ones. No- 


one therefore, /ays St. Auguſtin, can without 
< arrogaiice'pretend to be renew'd in the myſtic 
% body of Chriſt, till tes perfectly recover'd from 
the corruption of deadly ſin. Preſume not 
then; Chriſhans to complain that Gop neglects 
you: Nor fooliſhly conceit, that his power is ſhort- 
en'd from what it was, in that you receive not the 


- like graces as the primitive Chriſtians did: But 


rather conclude that your fervoryfaith and charity, 
are infinitly ſhort of theirs.” Think on the anſwer 
of Tſaiab to the 1/razlites, which is ſo applicable to 
yourſelves ; If God the Holy Ghoſt is ſparing 
of his gifts and gfaces to you, more than he was 
F Kona i. 11 Cor. xiii. 4 
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inately . 


muſt go farther: You muſt apply the effechu- 


of exciting even human beings to bene ficence 


= 9 


+ 4 

* t6 the Chriſtians of old; It it ne? that the power 
5 o Gov is abridged, or that he cannot ſave you, 
* No: Your iniquities and evil life are the cauſe, 
„% why Gon bides bis face from you and will not 
© hear you.” . | | | 

If then you would have him turn again to you; 
if you defire his holy preſence in your hearts, qualify 
yourſelves for the reception of him: Believe in Ir. 
sus CHRIST with unſhaken faith; ſubmit to the 
doctrin and precepts of his holy Catholic Church 
with chearful obedience ; and prove yourſelves wor- 
thy children of that Church by perſevering in 4 
ſtate of juſtifying grace, 7 


III. Thus much, beloved auditors, is eſſential) 
requiſit to render you at all ſuſceptible of any of the 
graces of the Holy-Ghoſt: And thus much vil 
abſolutely ſuffice, barely to ſave you: But it is fa 
from being ſufficient to ſanctify you in this life, If 
you mean to reach to any degree of perfeCtion on 
this fide of the grave; if you covet any ſuperior fi- 
vours from heaven; if you wiſh to receive the divine 
Paraclete in the ſame ſingular and ineffable mas- 
ner, as the apoſtles did on that ſacred Fenteciſ, 
which the Church, this day commemorates ; you 
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al means to invite him into your hearts. Such 
then are ---- Firſt, a filial confidence in his infinit 
goodneſs ;-----Secondly, an unwearied induſtry in ſu- 
pererogatory good-works ; === and T birdly, an in- 
defatigable conſtancy in ſolliciting the encreaſe of 
his graces. 

The Holy-Ghoſt himſelf aſſures us, by the mouth 
of the wiſeſt of men, that they who place a prope! 
confidence in him, ſhall come to the perfect know. 
ledge of his facred truths, and enjoy their fill af 
conſolation in him: They, who put their truſt is 


Go, ſhall underſtand truth ; and faithful in tov, 
ſpall find their repoſe in it. And how ſhould it be 


otherwiſe, when, as St. obn aſſures us, this divine 
Comforter himſelf is promiſed as the ſovereign fe- 
compence of Chriſtian hope? he, who believeth i- 
Me, ſays Chriſt, + (that is, in the proper ſenſe 
this paſſage, He, obo confideth in me) as tbe ci 
ture ſayth, out of bis belly ſball flow rivers of Hint 
water: And this be ſaid, adds the Evangelift, 
the ſpirit which they ſhould receive, who believe 
in him, that is, who confided in him. For a pet . 
ſpirit was not given; becauſe Jes0s was no! get gle 
rified t by his Father, nor honour'd withlively 7 
fidence by his diſciples. Nothing is, mote 7 
confidence repoſed in them, much more then - 
a lively hope in Gov excite the divine ParacHtth 5 
ſhower down his graces with profuſion upon fuc , 
ſtand in nded of them. For----whence, I beet 


* Wiſdom iii. 11 8% John 37 ou, 


” 


vou, does reptil man derive the generous ſentiments, 
he imbibes, but from that fountain of all generoſi- 
ty? Ah1 Well then may St. Auguſtin tell us, that 
le, who is joyful in confidence, {hall be rich in 
© the matter of his hopes.“ 


The holy father however, can only mean this of a 
reaſonable confidence : Such a one as is built on the 
ſteady purſuit of meritorious actions and ſuperero- 
gatory good-works. For St. Paul aſſures us, and not 
without reaſon, that tbey who ſow ſparingly, ſball 
ſparingly reap * And indeed they only, who prove 
their practical love for Chriſt by the obſervance of 
his precepts and counſels, are promiſed the recom- 


Ly-Gnosr. If any-one loves me, ſays Chriſt; 

will keep my word, and my Father will love bim: 
And we will come to him, and will make abode with 
him. Tt is then our own extraordinary love for 
Chriſt, which muſt obtain us the extraordinary 
graces of the HoLy-GrosT, who is his love; and 
it is upon our own aſliduity in the practice of ſu- 
perabundant works of mercy towards others and 
ſelf-denial towards ourſelves, that we muſt build 
the proofs of our love for Gop. For #hey, who 
love Chriſt ardently, will be ardent to keep bis word, 
whether he command or only counſel. In ſhort, 
they will ſtudy to be-perfed, even as their heavenly 
Father alſo is perfeft. + © It is quite vain there- 
fore, ſays St. Ferom, to expect any advantage 
* from other men's works. No, every-one ſhall 
receive his reward according, and in proportion 
* to his own induſtry.” If then, O dear-loved 
brethren, you wiſh to receive a greater ſhare of 


than the generality of Chriſtians do; excell them 
in meritorious actions. Be not content with barely 
doing what your Saviour commands; but aſpire 


works to which he counſels you! In a word, emu- 


late the better gifts, and ſow as plentifully as you 
wiſh to mete. For be, who ſows in bleſſings, of 


bleſſings ſhall reap: t 


That is, provided you are equally diligent in ſol- 
liciting them with fervent prayer. He, who may 
have tor aſking and negle&s to ask, may be ſaid 
to refuſe. If then you negle& to ſollicit the Divine 
Favours, which are offer d to your prayers; can 


to your prayers : But, then he Qs that you 
ſhould elt Ge him by prayer. "Ab ! Pray 1 
and pray earneſtly, If you are repulſed, pray a- 
gain. Sollicit the divine favours again and again, 
2 Cor, ix, + St. Matth. v. 11 Gor, ix. 
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pence of his and the eternal Father's love, the * + 
2 


« grace and favours from the HoLy-Gnosr, 


above mere obligation, and do the meritorious | 
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till importunity obtains your requeſt. Remember 
the encouragement you have from ſcripture "and 
experience. Recolle& the inſtance of the man 
whoſe importunity obtain'd the loaves, which he 
had otherwiſe gone without. Copy after the wi- 
dow, who, by unwearied ſolliciting, procured juſ- 
tice even of an evil judge who was little diſpoſed to 
render. it. Eliſha had never received the double ſpiꝰ 
rit of Elias; if he had not perſevered to the laſt in 
ſolliciting it: The apoftles would not have been re- 
pleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt ; if they had not per- 
liſted in ſueing for his coming: And you muſt ne- 
ver expect the like bleſſing, without a like perſe- 
verance. a 


- 


They were fervent in prayer : They pray'd in 
ſociety: And, without ſuffering themſelves to be 
deluded by the human improbability of obtaining 
their pious wiſh; by the delay of their hopes; or, 
by. any other obſtacles ; they ſtill perſevered in pi- 

ety and prayer. And what was their recompence? 
Why ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, * When the days of 
Pentecoſt were accompliſh'd, they were all togetber 

in one place; And ſuddenly there was made a found 

from heaven, as of avebement wind coming, and it 

filled the whole bouſe where they were ſitting. And + 
there appear'd to them farted tongues, as it were 
of fire, and ſat upon every-one of them. And they 
were all repleniſb'd with the Holy Ghoſt, and 2 
bega to ſpeak with divers tongues, according as 


the Holy Ghoſt gave them to ſpeak. O the bleſſed 


premium of a little confidence in Gop,' a little in- 


duſtry in -works, a little fervor and conſtancy 
in prayer! Ah! Chriſtians, you ſee the glorious 
1 you. Courage then: Begin the race; 
and ſo run that yox may obtain. 7 Who knows, 
by copying the example of thoſe heroic found- 
ers of - Chriſtianity, what graces you may de- 
ſerve from Heaven ? Who knows, whit external 
marks of favour you may be honour'd, with by the 
Holy Ghoft? Who can pretend with certainty to 
ſay, that, in ſuch caſe, there ſhall not be reaſon to 
record of this very chriſtian flock, that, per ſevere- 
ing with one mind in prayer, the Holy Ghoſt with 
viſible proofs of his all- powerful grace, deſcended _ 
| here preſent. . At leaſt, if he give you not to 
' different tongues z he way inflame 
uch bleſſed fruits and gifts of love a8 be 
e day changed into, what only can ſurpaſs them, 
ory. O Spirit Divine ! Celeſtial Light 


* imagin the Holy Ghoſt will force them on you? is eternal g Sp 
o, Chriſtians. He is ready to yield tjevelt_up-—— O Yoly Ghoſt ! O Love of Gop | OGop of Lore! 


nflame theſe frozen breaſts of ours; enliven theſe - 

bloodleſs hearts, and change our earthly affections 

into heavenly ones. Teach us neither to ſeek nor 

with for aught beſide thyſelf : And let thy preſence 
* Aarii, + 1 Crt Ml. 
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| and warmly move our 
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bring us ſooneſt and neareſt to Thee. 


all-gracious Comforter, make 


and link us inf 
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